August, 2024
Parents” Garden Dedications

The Mother’s 9. Paula Pierce for Charlotte
garden is now fully Prothero
planted and the team 10. Randy Pierce for Mary

Pierce
11. Leah Schaut for Betsy
Gould
12. Dr. John Schaut for
Maxine Schaut

We thank each person
who contributed to the
courtyard “Father’s garden”
space complete with a
birdbath:

wants to thank those
who contributed to this
endeavor in honor or
memory of these
special women.

1. Sherry Gittens: for
Marlene and Shirley

2. Krisan and Rich
Knapp: for Grace
Ingram and Janet

Pacetti +Sherry Gittens toward
3. Tricia Childs: for the general fund

Marlene Binninger, +Stephanie Knezz for
Nana, and Grandma Steve Knezz

Cerveny +Dottie Watts for David

+Marlene Binninger for
Olaf

4+Josephine Fritsch for
Carl Walter Fritsch

As we enter the time of
~outdoor worship in the weeks
to come, stay tuned for “ the

Blessing of the gardens.” We
will acknowledge each person
" listed and celebrate our

4. David and Janice:
for Ruth and Roseim
5. Dave and Senja
Underwood: for Janice
Riutta, Ruth
Underwood, Linda
Wadham, Ruth Riutta,
Roseann Biesack, and & o/ SRR S RN
Dottie Watts 2 Ve NSRS ™ %
6. Bert Felland: Betty / < ' "

Felland, Aggie Hartnell native plantings. After our service feel free to walk

7. Jarlene Kriehn: Margaret Kriehn around and see the growth and maturity of our work

8. Karen Cassiday: for Blanche, Rosalie, Laurie, and together. Enter the courtyard. Look and notice.

Charlcie Enjoy the space.

Pastor Barker Posts Office Schedule
Pastor P as r\’s Tuesday. On Wednesday, in the past on non-office days,

Barker is now Thursday, and Friday, Pastor Pastor Barker is available for

at Grace H Barker is at home taking care pastoral emergencies—although
of Zeiah on the days Rae now a toddler will be joining him.

Saturday ﬂ
through Off E hours works. As has been the case



Gathering Liturgy for Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost

WELCOME

[P  Good morning! Grace
Lutheran wishes to acknowledge
and honor the Potawatomi
people, upon whose ancestral
homelands we gather for worship
this morning, as well as all our
Indigenous siblings who have
and continue to care for this
place — this land — and call it
their home.

WELCOME SONG

AFFIRMATION OF WELCOME
STATEMENT

[P] Let us affirm our Welcome
Statement.

Grace Lutheran Church
commits to live as a
community of people
seeking reconciliation and
wholeness in our life
together and in our ongoing
outreach to the world. We
commit to the work of anti-
racism, anti-ableism,
liberation, and
environmental justice for all
of God’s beloveds.

We affirm the
sacredness of people of all
sexual orientations, gender
identities, and gender
expressions. We affirm the
sacredness of all those who
have experienced exclusion
because of race, culture,

Ephesians 6
7. |[hildren, obey your
—Z}s f%{é' parents in the Lord, for
—this is right. 2Honor your

father and mother — this is the
first commandment with a
promise: 3so that it may be well
with you and you may live long
on the earth.

4And, fathers, do not
provoke your children to anger,

disability, age, or physical
demeanor. We affirm the
sacredness of those who
wrestle with addiction,
physical or mental health,
imprisonment, socio-
economic circumstances, or
anything that too often
divides us.

You are absolutely
invited to share your gifts as
you join us in this lifelong
journey. We welcome and
embrace all who are seeking
God’s love and grace. We
need each other and our
sincere hope is by being in
community together we will
know the kin-dom of God
has come near.

GATHERING SONG: “Drive Out the
Darkness”
Refrain: Come O come be our
light
Drive out the darkness
Come Jesus come

1: Every year under the thorn
Every wrong that we have
known
Every valley will be raised
The ancient ruins will be remade

2: Every weapon made for war
Every gun and every sword
Will be melted in the flame
To be used for gardening

Scripture Reading

but bring them up in the
discipline and instruction of the
Lord.

5Slaves, obey your earthly
masters with fear and trembling,
in singleness of heart, as you
obey Christ; °not only while
being watched, and in order to
please them, but as slaves of
Christ, doing the will of God from
the heart. 7Render service with

3: In the emptiness of grief
Through the night of suffering
Every loss and in the tears
God our comfort O be near

Ending: Come O come be our
light
Drive out the darkness
Come and end all the violence
Come and do not be silent
Come we cling to Your promise
Come You'll break all injustice

Come Jesus come
CCLI song #7158603 © 2020 Integrity
Worship Music; Integrity's Alleluia! Music;
Paul Zach Publishing; PG Songs And Hymns.
Reprinted with permission: CCLI permit
#21946728

GREETING

[P]  The grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.

And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
[Pl  Let us pray.

Beloved and sovereign God,
through the death and
resurrection of your Son you
bring us into your kingdom of
justice and mercy. By your Spirit,
give us your wisdom, that we
may treasure the life that comes
from Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.

Amen.

enthusiasm, as to the Lord and
not to men and women,
8knowing that whatever good we
do, we will receive the same
again from the Lord, whether we
are slaves or free.

9And, masters, do the same
to them. Stop threatening them,
for you know that both of you
have the same Master in heaven,
and with him there is no



partiality.

1oFinally, be strong in the
Lord and in the strength of his
power. "Put on the whole armor
of God, so that you may be able
to stand against the wiles of the
devil. 2For our struggle is not
against enemies of blood and
flesh, but against the rulers,
against the authorities, against
the cosmic powers of this present
darkness, against the spiritual
forces of evil in the heavenly
places.

8Therefore take up the
whole armor of God, so that you
may be able to withstand on that
evil day, and having done
everything, to stand firm. “4Stand
therefore, and fasten the belt of
truth around your waist, and put

on the breastplate of
righteousness.

15As shoes for your feet put
on whatever will make you ready
to proclaim the gospel of peace.
16With all of these, take the shield
of faith, with which you will be
able to quench all the flaming
arrows of the evil one. 7Take the
helmet of salvation, and the
sword of the Spirit, which is the
word of God.

18Pray in the Spirit at all
times in every prayer and
supplication. To that end keep
alert and always persevere in
supplication for all the saints.
9Pray also for me, so that when I
speak, a message may be given to
me to make known with boldness
the mystery of the gospel, 2°for

which I am an ambassador in
chains. Pray that I may declare it
boldly, as I must speak.

2150 that you also may know
how I am and what I am doing,
Tychicus will tell you everything.
He is a dear brother and a
faithful minister in the Lord. 22I
am sending him to you for this
very purpose, to let you know
how we are, and to encourage
your hearts.

23Peace be to the whole
community, and love with faith,
from God the Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ. 24Grace be
with all who have an undying
love for our Lord Jesus Christ.

Prayers, Communion Liturgy

HYMN OF THE DAY: “The Kingdom of Jesus” [P]

VERSE: “Drive Out the Darkness” (refrain)
Come O come be our light
Drive out the darkness

Come Jesus come.
CCLI song #7158603 © 2020 Integrity Worship Music; Integrity's
Alleluia! Music; Paul Zach Publishing; PG Songs And Hymns. All rights
reserved. Reprinted with permission: CCLI License # 21946728

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

[Pl  Calling on the spirit of Wisdom to guide our
hearts and our minds, let us pray for the church, the
world, and all in need.

O Wise One, your wisdom has been present in
this world since its beginning. Pour out your wisdom
into the hearts of the whole church, especially the
newly baptized, lay leaders, deacons, pastors, and
bishops. Merciful God.
receive our prayer.

[P]  Holy God of all creation, you are the source of
all life. Where the sun blazes hard and strong, bring
a gentle breeze. In the places experiencing the cold
of winter, bring your warmth. Merciful God.
receive our prayer.

[P]  Compassionate God, help government leaders
of this world unite for peace and justice. Humble all
who hold authority, that power is directed toward a
more just society. Merciful God.

receive our prayer.

Bread of life from heaven, you feed us. Fill all
who hunger with needed nutrition and open our
hearts to eliminate hunger in this world. May we see
a day when all are fed. We pray especially for:

« Mary Andrews (Welcome Center volunteer)
« Darlene Bard

« Kate Barker

« Dawn Bench (Welcome Center volunteer)

+ Doug Becker (Marlene Binninger’s son)

« Eric Berge (Paul’s brother)

« Pat Bernacchi

« Jackie Brichacek (Nancy’s sister-in-law)

« Jean Boothe (Grace soup kitchen supervisor)
« Hank Buehrens

e Andrew Calvert

« Cameron Carr (Karen Cassiday’s nephew)

« Karen Cassiday

« David Corey

« Holly Cummings

« Eric Dangerfield

« Todd Detert (Dottie’s grandson-in-law)

« Jan Dugdale

« Barb Ehlen

« Brian Felland

» Gregory Foster

« Judy Gregory

« Shirleen Gulick

« Cogan Holly Hall

« Aggie Hartnell (Bert’s mother)

+ Ginger Helgeson

+ Christine Hill
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+ Sydney & Skyler Houston
« Dick Kauffman
« David Kramer
+ Norma Larson
» Rubel Pierce (Randy’s father)
» Mary Jean Preston
» Ernest Quintero
« Rex Reeve
« Carolyn Reynold’s children Eddie, Santino, and
Lytosha
« Martha, Joel, and Jeanette Sanchez
« John Schatzman (friend of Karen Cassiday and
Dan Cornelius)
« Cynthia Schwartz (Norma’s daughter)
« Patti Shields
 Jill Swails
» Marcia Swanson
« Joyce Swift
« Andrew Tate
+ Ron and Linda Wadham
« Steve & Heather Waldron
« Henry, Florence, and Jacqueline Walker
(Carolyn’s brother and sisters)
« Charles and Timothy Walker
» Dottie Watts
o Chris Webb (Bert’s sister)
« Pam Wisse
» Kristi Weiss

Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
[P] O Wisdom of truth, help us to understand your
will for the church. Be with congregations
experiencing transition, redevelopment, and the
exciting yet frightening path of newness. May your
wisdom be found at every step. Merciful God.
receive our prayer.
[P]  Redeeming God, we give you thanks for the
lives and witness of your saints now departed,
especially Susan Medina. Bring your beloved into
eternal glory, opening wide the gates to the heavenly
banquet. Merciful God.
receive our prayer.
[P]  We lift up these prayers to you, gracious God.
Receive them into your holy keeping.

Amen.

PEACE
[P]  The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

MEAL
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OFFERING.

OFFERING PRAYER
[Pl Let us pray.

Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered
upon the hills were gathered together to become one
bread, so let your church be gathered together from
the ends of the earth into your kingdom, for yours is
the glory through Jesus Christ, now and forever.

Amen.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

[P]  In the night in which he was betrayed, our
Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this
is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for
the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER
[P]  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us
pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father who art in heaven
Hallowed be thy Name
Thy kingdom come
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven
Give us this day our daily bread
And forgive us our debts
As we forgive our debtors
And lead us not into temptation
But deliver us from evil
For thine is the kingdom

The power and the glory forever And ever. Amen
CCLI Song # 7162448. © Integrity's Alleluia! Music; Paul Zach
Publishing. For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights
reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 21946728

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
[P]  In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy.
Come to the banquet.

SONG: “We Will Make No Peace”
Refrain: We will make no peace with oppression
We will make no peace no peace
We will make no peace no peace no peace with
oppression
We will make no peace no peace

1: Those who live by the sword will die by the
sword
We will stand against the violence of every form
We will march in the streets. No justice, no peace.



On and on till thy neighbor, till we all stand free.

Bridge: Almighty God, help us not to be afraid.
Almighty God, give us your strength.
Oh, oh, oh, oh. Refrain.

2: We won'’t turn away from the pain of our
brothers
Cries of our sisters, Grieving of our mothers
We won't turn away from destructive politicians
Our overflowing prisons, corruption in our system.

Coda: ||: Almighty God, help us not to be afraid.

Almighty God, give us your strength. :|| 3x
CCLI #7158502 © 2020 Integrity's Alleluia! Music (Admin. by Integrity
Music); Paul Zach Publishing (Admin. by Integrity Music); Porter's Gate
Publications (Admin. by Integrity Music). Reprinted with permission:
CCLI license #21946728

SONG: “I'll Not Be Shaken”
1: For God alone I wait in silence
My soul is still before the Lord
He is my rock and my salvation
My fortress strong I trust in Him
I'll not be shaken I'll not be shaken
For all my hope is in His love
From God alone comes my salvation
I'll wait and trust His steadfast love

2: Put not your hope in gain of riches
Seek not your rest in empty wealth
The rich are weak the poor are mighty
Who turn to God alone for help
I'll not be shaken! I'll not be shaken
For all my hope is in His love
From God alone comes my salvation
I wait and trust His steadfast love!

I wait and trust His steadfast love! 2x

Coda: I wait and trust his steadfast love! I wait and

trust his steadfast love!
CCLI song #7064722 © 2015 Kimbrough, Wendell. Reprinted under
Church Copyright License® 21946728

SONG: “Spirit Move”

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
[Pl  Let us pray.

Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from
your table more than we could ever ask. As you have
nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love
the world with your own life. In your name we pray.

Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING (sung)

SENDING SONG: “Your Peace Will Make Us One”
1: Mine eyes have seen the glory

Of the coming of the Lord
You are speaking truth to power
You are laying down our swords

Replanting every vineyard
'Til a brand new wine is poured
Your peace will make us one

2: I've seen you in our home fires
Burning with a quiet light
You are mothering and feeding
In the wee hours of the night
Your gentle love is patient
You will never fade or tire
Your peace will make us one

Chorus: Glory glory hallelujah
Glory glory hallelujah
Glory glory hallelujah

Your peace will make us one

3: In the beauty of the lilies
You were born across the sea
With a glory in your bosom
That is still transfiguring
Dismantling our empires
Till each one of us is free

Your peace will make us one.
CCLI Song # 7140506. © 2019 Fortunate Fall Music. All rights reserved.
Reprinted with permission: CCLI License # 21946728

DISMISSAL
[P]  Goin peace. You are the body of Christ.

Thanks be to God!

Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2024 Augsburg
Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission: annual permit
#SAS017083

Altar Flowers & Bulletins

Altar flowers and bulletins in August are
sponsored by Brian and Bert Felland in celebration
of their wedding anniversary. Thank you!

Grace Receipts: July, 2024

General offering .......ccccccceeeveeervveecninnenne $ 6,332.98
Benevolence ........cccuveeeeeeecnreeeeeeeiereeeeeeenes $ 240.00
Infant Moses Ministry ........ccecceeeeeereerceennne. $ 50.00
From friends:

General ......oocvveveeeeeieeiiiiieeeeenas $ 1,150.00

Pastor’s benefits package..................... $ 50.00
In memory of Timothy Pfaff ........................ $ 30.00
Holy Assembly building usage ................... $ 500.00
Minus internet fees....coeoeeevieiieiiieieiieiennennnens $ (86.29)
TOtal .o $ 8,266.69
Grace monthly budget in 2024.............. $16,689.39

Grace Notes August, 2024 I 5



Thursday Friday Saturday
1 Swiss NATIONAL DAY | 2 3
Office closed 8:00-9:15 am
8:00-9:15 am Welcome Center
Welcome Center breakfast
breakfast 5:00 pm Meal
2:00-5:00 pm Infant 6:00-8:00 pm
Moses Kids’ Camp
4 5 cwmomnavic | 6 7 8 9 10
9:30 am Worship HOLIDAY 9:00 am Food 8:00-9:15 am 8:00-9:15 am Council reports
service 8:00 am Food pantry packing Welcome Center Welcome Center |  due
7:00 pm NA pantry packing | 4:00-5:30 pm breakfast breakfast
9:00 am Prayer Food pantry 2:00-5:00 pm Infant
group Moses
6:30 pm L'Arche
11 12 TisH'A B'AV 13 PriMARY 14 15 Mary, MoTHEROF | 16 17
9:30 am Worship | 8:00 am Food ELECTION DAY OUR LORD 8:00-9:15 am
service pantry packing | 9:00 am Food 8:00-9:15 am Welcome Center
7:00 pm NA 9:00 am Prayer pantry packing Welcome Center breakfast
group 4:00-5:30 pm breakfast
Food pantry 2:00-5:00 pm Infant
Moses
" Paionvacaton
18 19 20 21 22 23 24,
9:30 am Worship | 8:00 am Food 9:00 am Food 8:00-9:15 am 8:00-9:15 am BARTHOLOMEW
service pantry packing pantry packing Welcome Center Welcome Center
10:55 am Church | 9:00 am Prayer 4:00-5:30 pm breakfast breakfast
council meeting group Food pantry 2:00-5:00 pm Infant
7:00 pm NA Moses
25 26 27 28 29 30 31 :
9:30 am Worship | 8:00 am Food 9:00 am Food 8:00-9:15 am 8:00-9:15 am SEPTEMBER
service pantry packing pantry packing Welcome Center GWC breakfast g 'Br f‘, ,52 ,5: ,7;
TBA Picnic 9:00 am Prayer | 4:00-5:30 pm breakfast 16 17 18 19 2021
7:00 pm NA group Food pantry 2:00-5:00 pm Infant 23 24 25 26 27 28
Moses 30

August Birthdays, Anniversaries

August 25: Amelia Carlson
August 27: Bert & Brian Felland (41)

August 1: Presten Stewart

August 4: Dennis & Dawn Houston (23)
August 4: Garriet & Viola Dreger (68)
August 9: Donald Urquhart

August 10: Carol Hohn

August 20: Paula Pierce

August 16: Tricia Childs

August 23: Holly Cummings

August 24: Linda Wadham

August 25: Shirleen Gulick

August 25: Kenneth & Jacqueline Wermeling (28)

Pastoral Acts

Weddings:

Alex Jadrich and Alexa
Cunningham, July 20, 2024

Victoria Eckert and Sharon Fleming, July 26,
2024
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Grace Adds Social Media Outlets

Grace Lutheran Church is Our Facebook pageisat  (&] ~[®) account connected
now on YouTube and Instagram. GraceLutheranKenosha on ¢ tothe QR code at
Find our YouTube channel Facebook. It is the one with left.
at tinyurl.com/2z43rkmd the mustard sprout icon These links can
Our Instagram page is at instead of the pre-mural all be found on our
www.instagram.com/graceluther photo of the church building. website,
ankenosha1 We also have a Paypal gracekenosha.com

Prayer Ministry Offered on First Sunday of Month

Have you been longing to experience God’s listen to your concerns and pray for you while the
presence in a deeper way? Does your heart feel congregation is singing. Everything you say will be
heavy with worry, despair, resentment or kept in strictest confidence and only be between
frustration? Please consider going up to one of our you, God and your prayer minister.
healing prayer ministers this Sunday during Prayer ministers will be located on the right
communion. side of the chancel in front of the altar. If you would

On the first Sunday of each month, our prayer like a prayer minister to come to you in your pew,
ministers are on hand during the worship service to please let one of the ushers or Pastor Barker know.

Open Arms Ministry Supports LGBTQ- Youth

Grace, as a congregation weddings, birthdays, awards provide an appropriate gift, card
affirming LGBTQ+ rights, has a nights, art shows, etc. and their loving presence at
new program, Open Arms. Open Volunteers agree to attend a significant events.
Arms provides stand parents, young person’s special events, To request or to become an
grandparents, or supportive such as commencements, Open Arms volunteer, please call
adults for LGBTQ+ youth and weddings, opening nights or a 224-304-4627 to leave a
younh adults who want an birthday in the role of supporter message, or email OpenArmsat
affirming, supportive presence at and cheerleader. They commit to GraceLutheran@gmail.com
special | i R “
occasions that
estranged
parents and
grandparents
are unable to
provide.

We
match ; b y Tk
volunteers YN S G V2T Pa bishap
with those 0 i gl Rl " 0 :
requesting an = - ; S
Open Arms

volunteer for
any special
event, such as
commenceme
nts, opening
nights,
concerts, : " ' X !
sports events, Greater Milwaukee Synod Bishop Paul Erickson joined Grace members and friends at Kenosha Pride

-

SN D Tt A o B =
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L’Arche Group Celebrates Its Anniversary August 5

L’Arche meets in the narthex at 6:30 p.m. on
the first Monday of the month.

These past months have been sweet times
together being in community. In May our plans got
rained out, but it ended great as we created our

collaboration Kandinsky Circle drawing. Last 100

month, we enjoyed being at the baseball
game together. It was a great time cheering
on brother Carlos and brother Karl at the
Seniors Challengers League.

This month we will have a very special birthday
celebration with Tom Clark. You won’t want to miss
this! To celebrate, we are continuing with more
creative and relaxed summer meetings. Local and
celebrated artist Tom Clark will lead us in creating

V

some mosaic pieces. Please wear comfortable
clothes that are “art friendly” (if you don’t mind
getting a bit messy).
L’Arche began in 1964 as a safe haven for

two men with intellectual disabilities who had

suffered in the inhumane conditions of a

y local mental institution. Today, there are

I_ ARCH'E over 132 communities across the world.

L’Arche has endured because of its core

values of mutual respect between
(disabled) core members of the community and
assistants who are dedicated to helping them
identify their gifts and thrive as unique persons. It is
faith-based via its Christian origins but welcomes all
faiths and those with no faith.

A group from Grace sang and prayed the Mustard Prayer in Milwaukee duing the recent political convention.

Pamela Callahan Participates in Spring Green Art Tour

Patsy Callahan’s daughter
Pamela will be one of the artists
participating in the Fall Art Tour
in southwest Wisconsin October
18, 19, and 20.

Pamela paints creatures and
terrains. Her partner at Otter
Creek Arts, John F.Walté,
explores the structure of the
universe with fractal
mathematics imaging. Their

24 I Grace Notes August, 2024

studio overlooks a garden and
walking path along Otter Creek
in the Spring Green / Dodgeville
Area.

Over the past 31 years,
artists in Mineral Point, Spring
Green, Dodgeville, and Baraboo
have come together, fostered
relationships, shared knowledge,
and opened their private studios
for on of the Midwest’s most

populart art events. Enjoy the
vibrant colors of autumn on this
free, self-guided tour of 49 one-
of-a-kind studios tucked into
rolling hills.

The tours run from 10:00
a.m. to 6:00 p.m. For details,
visit fallarttour.com, email
info@fallarttour.com, or call
608-987-3669.



Elsewhere in Our Area

Lutherdale Quilt Auction

This year’s Lutherdale Fest Quilt Auction will
be held on August 10 from 9:00 to 3:00, with the

live auction beginning at 10:00 am. The preview

and luncheon will be on Thursday, August 8 from
10:00 to 2:00. Lutherdale is at N7891 Hwy. 12,

Elkhorn.

Outreach for Hope Ride Run Walk

Registration is now open for Outreach for
Hopes’s 2024 Family Ride Run Walk fundraiser!

When you are ready to register: To make
your registration process as seamless as possible,
they have pre-loaded your information from last
year into our new registration system. They have
also created a MAGIC Login Weblink at
https://ofhrrw.softr.app/ where you can click on to

be logged into their new Registration system
immediately.

Join all of your friends the
morning of Saturday, September
21, for road and trail bike ride,
walking and running routes,
followed by a picnic lunch and
fellowship. Like last year, the
Racine-Kenosha event site is at
Petrifying Springs Park, site 3.

The theme for this year is
“Raising Hope Together.”
Together, Outreach for Hope

aims to raise $150K for grants to life-giving
ministries serving low-income communities in the
Greater Milwaukee Synod, ELCA!

Pastoral Statement on the Killing of Sonya Massey

For [Christ] is our peace; in his
flesh he has made both into one
and has broken down the
dividing wall, that is, the
hostility between us (Ephesians
2:14).

In the early morning hours
of July 6, Sonya Massey, a Black
woman, was shot to death in her
home in Springfield, Ill., by
Sangamon County Sheriff’s
Deputy Sean Grayson after she
reported a possible prowler
outside her home. Just this past
Monday, July 22, law
enforcement officials released the
body camera video of Sonya’s
killing. As the video clearly
shows, her killing was a heinous
and senseless act, adding to the
indescribable pain and hurt of
individuals and communities of
color across our nation suffering
from yet one more killing at the
hands of law enforcement. For us
in the Central/Southern Illinois
Synod, her killing is felt
personally as she was a member
of our community.

As followers of Jesus who
lived and died to bring dignity for

all people, we join with all those
who grieve for Sonya and
recommit ourselves to living out
our baptismal promises to work
for justice and peace. In the
words of the ELCA’s social
statement Freed in Christ: Race,
Ethnicity, and Culture:
“Racism—a mix of power,
privilege, and prejudice—is sin, a
violation of God’s intention for
humanity. The resulting racial,
ethnic, or cultural barriers deny
the truth that all people are God’s
creatures and, therefore, persons
of dignity. Racism fractures and
fragments both church and
society.”

Confessing our own sin and
need for repentance, we trust in
the power of God’s love in Christ
to transform our hearts, our
communities and our nation,
even as we await that day when
none of God’s children,
regardless of the color of their
skin, need to live in fear
anymore. Freed by Christ’s love,
we acknowledge that racism is
not only individual but also
systemic. We must work together

to dismantle practices that cause
such tragic loss of life.

We pray for the friends and
families of Sonya and all those
affected by her tragic death. We
pray for justice and peace in our
communities, our state and
across our nation. We pray for all
those across our church and in
our congregations who are
engaged in the work of law
enforcement as peacekeepers and
justice seekers for all.

Merciful God, heal the
hearts of all those who grieve the
death of Sonya Massey. Tear
down the walls that divide us as
we seek peace and justice for all
people. Free our hearts and our
communities from the sin of
racism. Give courage and
strength to all those engaged in
the work of law enforcement that
they might know and do what is
good and right for the sake of all.
In Christ, our peace, Amen.

The Rev. Dr. Greg G.
Busboom

Bishop, Central/Southern
Mlinois Synod—ELCA
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Grace Lutheran Church
2006 60" Street
Kenosha, Wisconsin 53140-3893

https://www.GraceKenosha.com

Worship services in-person and livestreamed at https://tinyurl.com/2z43rkmd 9:30 a.m. Sunday
Pastor Jonathan Barker: jonathan.w.barker17@gmail.com % 626-864-6404

Church office: graceoffice@wi.rr.com 7 262-654-9143

Office hours: 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Tuesday through Friday (closed August 1, 15 and 16)

Evangelical Lutheran “

in America
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We appreciate our Greater Milwaukee Synod staff Ioadin:g uphcllo'tHing for Grace Welcome Center! What can't Phil Smith
Mary Romskog do? Thanks to Doc and Kimmes Beloin for gathering these items for us!

and
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