
 

 

Annual Congregational Meeting Convenes Sunday 
  
 Grace congregation’s 
annual meeting is scheduled 
after the worship service this 
Sunday. Copies of the annual 
report are available in the 
narthex and at GraceKenosha.com.  
 This year’s agenda includes approval of the 
2023 budget and election of church council 
members. As the ministries of our congregation 
grow we have realized we need to add two new 
council chairs responsible for “Mercy Ministries” 
and “Peace and Justice.”   

 The congregation will be asked to approve a 
covenant with Rev. Stephen Gifford to be Grace’s 
Family Leave Pastor in April and July. 
 Members will also consider a recommendation 
from the church council for Grace to become a 
Reconciling in Christ congregation. The Reconciling 
in Christ (RIC) Program is for congregations and 
other Lutheran organizations and ministry 
communities who have made a public commitment 
to welcome, include and celebrate lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, transgender, queer, intersex, and asexual 
(LGBTQIA+) people. 

Transfiguration of Our Lord Sunday Gathering Liturgy  
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS   
P  Blessed be the holy Trinity 
☩ one God, who makes all things 
new, whose mercy endures 
forever. 
🅲  Amen.  
P  Trusting in God’s mercy, let 
us confess our sin. Holy One, 
source of our renewal, 
🅲   we confess that we are 
wrapped up in sin, and 
cannot free ourselves. We 
have not practiced your 
righteousness. Our hearts 
have turned away from you. 
For the sake of the world 
you so love, forgive us, that 
we may be reconciled to one 
another for the glory of your 
holy name. Amen. 
P  Thus says our God: “The 
former things have come to pass 
and new things I now declare.” 
God’s mercy makes us new. We 
are forgiven in the name of ☩ 
Christ our Savior. 

🅲  Amen.  
 
GATHERING SONG: “Alleluia, Song 
of Gladness” vv. 1 & 3 (ELW 
#318)   

1: Alleluia, song of gladness, 
voice of joy that cannot die; 

alleluia is the anthem 
ever dear to choirs on high; 
in the house of God abiding 

thus they sing eternally. 
3: Alleluia cannot always 

be our song while here below; 
alleluia our transgressions 
make us for a while forgo; 

for the solemn time is coming 
when our tears for sin shall flow. 
 
GREETING 
P  The grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
🅲  And also with you. 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE  

Glory be to God in heaven; 
peace, goodwill to all the earth. 

Mighty God of all creation, 
Father of surpassing worth: 

we exalt you, we adore you, we 
lift high our thanks and praise. 
Saints and angels bow before 

you; here on earth our songs we 
raise. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P  O God, in the transfig-
uration of your Son you 
confirmed the mysteries of the 
faith by the witness of Moses and 
Elijah, and in the voice from the 
bright cloud declaring Jesus your 
beloved Son, you foreshadowed 
our adoption as your children. 
Make us heirs with Christ of your 
glory, and bring us to enjoy its 
fullness, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
🅲  Amen. 
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Readings for Transfiguration of Our Lord Sunday 
 
Exodus 24:12–18 

he LORD said to Moses, 
“Come up to me on the 
mountain, and wait 

there; and I will give you the 
tablets of stone, with the law and 
the commandment, which I have 
written for their instruction.”  
 So Moses set out with his 
assistant Joshua, and Moses 
went up into the mountain of 
God. To the elders Moses had 
said, “Wait here for us, until we 
come to you again; for Aaron and 
Hur are with you; whoever has a 
dispute may go to them.” 
 Then Moses went up on the 
mountain, and the cloud covered 
the mountain. The glory of the 
LORD settled on Mount Sinai, 
and the cloud covered it for six 
days; on the seventh day God 
called to Moses out of the cloud.  
 Now the appearance of the 
glory of the LORD was like a 
devouring fire on the top of the 
mountain in the sight of the 
people of Israel. Moses entered 
the cloud, and went up on the 
mountain. Moses was on the 
mountain for forty days and forty 
nights. 
 
Psalm 2 
11Why are the nations in an 

uproar? 
  Why do the peoples mutter 

empty threats? 
2Why do the kings of the 

earth rise up in revolt, 
and the princes plot 
together, 

  against the LORD and 
against the LORD’s 
anointed? 

3“Let us break their yoke,” they 
say; 

  “let us cast off their bonds 
from us.” 

4God whose throne is in 
heaven is laughing; 

  the LORD holds them in 
derision. 

5Then in wrath God speaks to 
them, 

  and in rage fills them with 
terror. 

6“As for me, I have anointed 
my king 

  upon Zion, my holy 
mountain.” 

7Let me announce the decree of 
the LORD, 

  who said to me, “You are my 
son; this day have I 
begotten you. 

8Ask of me, and I will give 
you the nations for 
your inheritance 

  and the ends of the earth 
for your possession. 

9You shall crush them with an 
iron rod 

  and shatter them like a piece 
of pottery.” 

10And now, you kings, be 
wise; 

  be warned, you rulers of 
the earth. 

11Submit to the LORD with fear, 
  and with trembling bow in 

worship; 
12lest the LORD 

be angry, 
and you 
perish in a 
sudden 
blaze of 
wrath. 

  Happy are 
all who 
take refuge 
in God! 

 
2 Peter 1:	16–21 

e did not 
follow cleverly devised 
myths when we made 

known to you the power and 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
but we had been eyewitnesses of 
his majesty. For Jesus received 
honor and glory from God, the 

Father, when that voice was 
conveyed to him by the Majestic 
Glory, saying, “This is my Son, 
my Beloved, with whom I am 
well pleased.” We ourselves 
heard this voice come from 
heaven, while we were with Jesus 
on the holy mountain. 
 So we have the prophetic 
message more fully confirmed. 
You will do well to be attentive to 
this as to a lamp shining in a 
dark place, until the day dawns 
and the morning star rises in 
your hearts. First of all you must 
understand this, that no 
prophecy of scripture is a matter 
of one’s own interpretation, 
because no prophecy ever came 
by human will, but men and 
women moved by the Holy Spirit 
spoke from God. 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 17:1–9  

ix days later, Jesus took 
with him Peter and 
James and his brother 

John and led them up a high 
mountain, by themselves. And 
Jesus was transfigured before 

them, and his face 
shone like the sun, 
and his clothes 
became dazzling 
white. 
 Suddenly there 
appeared to them 
Moses and Elijah, 
talking with him. Then 
Peter said to Jesus, 
“Lord, it is good for us 
to be here; if you wish, 
I will make three 
dwellings here, one for 
you, one for Moses, 

and one for Elijah.”  
 While Peter was still 
speaking, suddenly a bright cloud 
overshadowed them, and from 
the cloud a voice said, “This is my 
Son, the Beloved, with whom I 
am well pleased; listen to him!”  

T 
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 When the disciples heard 
this, they fell to the ground and 
were overcome by fear. But Jesus 
came and touched them, saying, 
“Get up and do not be afraid.”  

 And when they looked up, 
they saw no one except Jesus 
alone. 
 As they were coming down 
the mountain, Jesus ordered 

them, “Tell no one about the 
vision until after the Son-of-Man 
has been raised from the dead.” 
 
 

Creed, Prayers, and Communion Liturgy 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: “How Good, 
Lord, to Be Here” vv. 1-2 (ELW 
#315)   
1: How good, Lord, to be here! 
Your glory fills the night; 
your face and garments, like the 
sun, 
shine with unborrowed light. 
2: How good, Lord, to be here! 
your beauty to behold 
where Moses and Elijah stand, 
your messengers of old. 
3: Fulfiller of the past 
and hope of things to be, 
we hail your body glorified 
and our redemption see. 
 
CREED 
P  Let us proclaim our faith:  
🅲  I believe in God, the 
Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus 
Christ, God’s only Son, our 
Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the 
virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was 
buried; he descended to the 
dead. On the third day he 
rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the 
right hand of the Father, and 
he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy 
Spirit, the holy catholic 
church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 
 
VERSE: “Lord, Listen to Your 
Children Praying” (ELW #752) 

Lord, listen to your children 
praying, 

Lord, send your Spirit in this 
place; 

Lord, listen to your children 
praying, 

send us love, send us power, 
send us grace. 

Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying” by Ken 
Medema copyright © 1973 Hope Publishing 
Co. All rights reserved. Reprinted by 
permission under OneLicence.net permit #A-
733643 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
P  Called together to follow 
Jesus, we pray for the church, the 
world, and all in need. 
A brief silence. 
 Embolden your church as it 
witnesses to the majesty and 
mercy of your Son. Equip lay 
preachers, deacons, and pastors. 
Move us to share our stories of 
your faithfulness and 
forgiveness; may our lives 
proclaim your greatness. 
Merciful God, 
🅲  hear our prayer. 
P  Dwell with your whole 
creation, from the tallest 
mountain peak to the deepest 
valley. Bless the work of 
conservation organizations and 
protect vital habitats (locally 
threatened waters or lands may 
be named). Support the work of 
disaster relief agencies around 
the world. Merciful God, 
🅲  hear our prayer. 
P  Guide and give wisdom to 
all in authority: Mayor 
Antaramian and local leaders, 
Governor Evers and state 
legislators, President Biden and 
national legislators. Bring 

freedom and justice to all 
nations. Merciful God 
🅲  hear our prayer. 
P  Give shelter to those 
lacking safe homes. Spur 
communities to work for fair 
housing for all. Protect our 
neighbors whose dwellings do 
not keep out dangerous cold or 
heat; accompany with your touch 
those who are homebound, sick, 
or isolated, especially: 
• Mary Andrews (Welcome 
Center volunteer) 
• Pastor Barker, Rachel 
Bruns, and Isaiah 
• Dawn Bench (Welcome 
Center volunteer) 
• Doug Becker (Marlene’s 
son) 
• Pat Bernacchi 
• Jackie Brichacek (Nancy’s 
sister-in-law) 
• Jean Boothe  
• Hank Buehrens 
• Andrew Calvert 
• Barb Caputo 
• Holly Cummings 
• Eric Dangerfield (Carolyn’s 
boyfriend)  
• Pastor Rafael Escobedo 
• Gregory Foster 
• Judy Gregory 
• Shirleen Gulick 
• Cogan Holly Hall 
• Aggie Hartnell (Bert’s 
mother) 
• Christine Hill 
• Sydney & Skyler Houston 
• Karen Kempinen 
• Becky McCarthy (Jarlene’s 
sister) 
• Rubel Pierce (Randy’s 
father) 
• Carolyn Reynold’s children 
Eddie, Santino, and Lytosha 
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• Martha, Joel, and Jeanette 
Sanchez 
• Cynthia Schwartz (Norma’s 
daughter) 
• Marcia Swanson 
• Joyce Swift 
• Andrew Tate 
• Ron and Linda Wadham 
• Steve & Heather Waldron 
• Florence and Jacqueline 
Walker  (Carolyn’s sisters) 
• Timothy Walker 
• Dottie Watts  
• Chris Webb (Bert’s sister) 
• Kristi Weiss 
 Merciful God, 
🅲  hear our prayer. 
P  Today we shout alleluia 
from the mountaintop; this week 
we enter the wilderness of Lent. 
Bless all who prepare and lead us 
in worship during this change of 
season: pastors, deacons, 
musicians, and all who 
contribute to our worship life 
(especially…). God of grace, 
🅲  hear our prayer. 
P  Make us eager to receive 
your Word in scripture. Help us 
recognize Jesus’ voice in the 
needs of our neighbors; make us 
confident to follow the way of the 
cross. Merciful God, 
🅲  hear our prayer. 
P  Receive our thanksgiving 
for the holy ones who have 
guided us in faithfulness and 
gathered even the unlikely as 
your people. With our forebears 
in faith and all who have hoped 
in you, teach us to wait with 
courage until the promised day 
dawns. Merciful God, 
🅲  receive our prayer. 
P We bring to you our needs 
and hopes, O God, trusting your 
wisdom and power revealed in 
Christ crucified. 
🅲  Amen.  

MEAL 
 
OFFERING: We Give Thee But 
Thine Own (ELW #686) 

1: We give thee but thine own, 
whate’er the gift may be; 

all that we have is thine alone, 
a trust, O Lord, from thee. 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
P  Let us pray. 
 Liberating God, you break 
the bonds of injustice and let the 
oppressed go free. Receive these 
offerings in thanksgiving for all 
your works of merciful power, 
and shape us as people of your 
justice and freedom. You we 
magnify and adore, through 
Jesus our Savior, 
🅲  Amen.  
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P  The Lord be with you. 
🅲  And also with you. 
P  Lift up your hearts. 
🅲  We lift them to the 
Lord. 
P  Let us give thanks to the 
Lord our God. 
🅲  It is right to give our 
thanks and praise. 
P  It is indeed right, our duty 
and our joy, that we should at all 
times and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you, 
almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who, sharing our life, lived 
among us to reveal your glory 
and love, that our darkness 
should give way to your own 
brilliant light. 
 And so, with all the choirs 
of angels, with the church on 
earth and the hosts of heaven, we 
praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 207) 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your 
glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the 

name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest, 
hosanna in the highest. 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P  Blessed are you, O holy 
God: you are the Life and Light of 
all. By your powerful word you 
created all things. Through the 
prophets you called your people 
to be a light to the nations. 
Blessed are you for Jesus, your 
Son. He is your Light, shining in 
our darkness and revealing to us 
your mercy and might. 
 In the night in which he 
was betrayed, our Lord Jesus 
took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples, saying: Take and eat; 
this is my body, given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 Again, after supper, he took 
the cup, gave thanks, and gave it 
for all to drink, saying: This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 
 Remembering, therefore, 
his preaching and healing, his 
dying and rising, and his promise 
to come again, we await that day 
when all the universe will rejoice 
in your holy and life-giving light. 
By your Spirit bless us and this 
meal, that, refreshed with this 
heavenly food, we may be light 
for the world, revealing the 
brilliance of your Son. Through 
him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy 
Spirit, in your holy Church, both 
now and forever. 
🅲  Amen 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
P  Gathered into one by the 
Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus 
taught us.  
🅲 Our Father, who art in 
heaven, hallowed be thy 
name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as 
it is in heaven: 
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 Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. 
 For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever and 
ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P  Come and taste the joy of 
God! 
LAMB OF GOD (ELW p. 208) 
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin 

of all the world away; 
you suffered death our lives to 

save: have mercy now, we pray. 
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin 

of all the world away; 
you set us free from guilt and 
grave: have mercy now, we 

pray. 
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin 

of all the world away; 
eternal peace with God you 

made: give us your peace, we 
pray. 

SONG: “Beautiful Savior” (ELW 
#838)  

1: Beautiful Savior, 
King of creation, 

Son of God and Son of Man! 
Truly I’d love thee, 
truly I’d serve thee, 

light of my soul, my joy, my 
crown. 

2: Fair are the meadows, 
fair are the woodlands, 

robed in flowers of blooming 
spring; 

Jesus is fairer, 
Jesus is purer, 

he makes our sorrowing spirit 
sing. 

3: Fair is the sunshine, 
fair is the moonlight, 

bright the sparkling stars on 
high; 

Jesus shines brighter, 
Jesus shines purer 

than all the angels in the sky. 
4: Beautiful Savior, 
Lord of the nations, 

Son of God and Son of Man! 
Glory and honor, 
praise, adoration, 

now and forevermore be thine! 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P  Let us pray. 
 Holy One, we thank you for 
the healing that springs forth 
abundantly from this table. 
Renew our strength to do justice, 
love kindness, and journey 
humbly with you. 
🅲  Amen. 

SENDING 
 
BLESSING 
P  The God who faithfully 
brings forth justice and breaks 
the oppressor’s rod ☩ bless, 
strengthen, and uphold you, 
today and always. 
🅲  Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG: “Shine, Jesus, 
Shine” (ELW #671)   

Refrain: Shine, Jesus, shine! 

Fill this land with the Father’s 
glory. 

Blaze, Spirit, blaze, 
Set our hearts on fire. 

Flow, river flow. 
Flood the nations with love and 

mercy; 
Send forth your Word, Lord, and 

let there be light! 
1: Lord, the light of your love is 

shining, 
In the midst of the darkness, 

shining; 
Jesus, light of the world, shine 

upon us, 
Set us free by the truth you now 

bring us. 
Shine on me, shine on me. 

Refrain. 
2: As we gaze on your kingly 

brightness, 
So our faces display your 

likeness, 
Ever changing from glory to 

glory, 
Mirrored here, may our lives tell 

your story. 
Shine on me, shine on me. 

Refrain. 
© 1987 Make Way Music (admin. by Music 
Services in the Western Hemisphere) All 
Rights Reserved. ASCAP  Reprinted by 
permission under OneLicence.net permit #A-
733643 
 
DISMISSAL 
P  Go in peace. Follow the way 
of Jesus. 
🅲  Thanks be to God! 
 
Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. 
Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All 
rights reserved. Reprinted by permission: 
annual permit #SAS017083 
 
  

Ash Wednesday Worship Services February 22 
 
 Grace Lutheran invites you to center yourself 
for the start of the season of Lent. Ash Wednesday 
services, featuring the disposition of ashes and the 
sacrament of Holy Communion, will be at 1:00 p.m. 
and again at 6:30 p.m. on February 22. We plan to 
be open for worship here in person and also on line 
at our Facebook page, GraceElcaKenosha. 

 During Wednesdays in March, Grace will 
participate in joint midweek Lenten worship 
services at the ELCA Outreach Center, 6218 26th 
Avenue, at 6:00 p.m. The Welcome Center includes 
a soup meal as part of the worship service. Grace has 
been asked to provide soup for the meals on March 
8 and 22. 
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Freezin’ for a Reason Raises Over $10,000 
 
 Pastor Jonathan 
Barker, Grace Welcome 
Center Food Pantry 
Director Denise Russell, 
Sean Krajacic, and Scott 
O’Malley spent a chilly 
night camping out in front 
of Grace Lutheran Church 
on Friday and Saturday, 
February 10 and 11 to raise 
funds for the Welcome 
Center food pantry and 
toward repair of the church 
parking lot. 
 The four raised 
$10,203.27 in monetary 
donations, plus 11,000 
pounds of food supplies. 
 4,776 families and 
15,076 individuals made 
use of the Welcome Center 
food pantry last year. With 
cuts to FoodShare benefits 
scheduled at the end of this 
month, indications are that food 
pantry demand this year will 

exceed 2022 levels by as much as 
30%. 

Photo by Chris Manke  

 

Book Study Group Explores Conservation in Our Back Yards 
  
 In keeping with our mission 
to preserve our precious Earth, 
we will begin the study of 
Nature’s Best Hope by 
Douglas Tallamy, Mondays 
at 5:00 pm at Grace. Copies 
of the full book study 
schedule are available in the 
Grace narthex.  

 We will take a field trip to 
the Kenosha Public Museum to 

see “Pollination 
Investigation” and 
“Wild Ones — 
Native Plants, 
Natural 
Landscapes” on 
Monday, February 

27 at 3:30 p.m., followed by the 
book study. 
 For more information about 
the author, please see his 
website, Homegrown National 
Park: 
https://homegrownnationalpark.
org/

  

Grace Receipts: February 12, 2023 
 
General offering ........................................ $ 1,432.00 
Benevolence .................................................... $ 13.00 
Ash Wednesday .............................................. $ 10.00 
Postage ............................................................. $ 5.00 
Freezin’ for a Reason ................................. $ 1,650.00 
From non-members: 
 General offering .................................. $ 120.00 
 Freezin’ for a Reason ........................... $ 104.15 
Outreach for Hope grant ........................... $ 6,250.00 

Minus EFT transaction fees .......................... $ (18.38) 
Total  ......................................................... $ 9,665.77 
 Notes: The Freezin’ for a Reason figures in this 
report include only checks made out in the church’s 
name. 
 You can contribute to Grace by mail, or 
electronically through the “Donations” link at 
GraceKenosha.com.  
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Ash Wednesday Gathering Liturgy 
 
GATHERING SONG: Just As I Am, 
without One Plea (ELW #592) 
1: Just as I am, without one plea, 
but that thy blood was shed for me, 
and that thou bidd’st me come to thee, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
4: Just as I am; thy love unknown 
has broken every barrier down; 
now to be thine, yea, thine alone, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 
GREETING 
P  The Lord be with you. 
🅲  And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P  Let us pray.  
 Almighty and ever-living God, 
you hate nothing you have made, and 
you forgive the sins of all who are 
penitent. Create in us new and honest 
hearts, so that, truly repenting of our 
sins, we may receive from you, the 
God of all mercy, full pardon and 
forgiveness through your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
🅲  Amen. 

 

Ash Wednesday Scripture Readings 
 
JOEL 2:1-2, 12–17 

low the trumpet in Zion; 
  sound the alarm on my holy mountain! 
 Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble, 

  for the day of the LORD is coming, it is near— 
a day of darkness and gloom, 
  a day of clouds and thick darkness! 
 Like blackness spread upon the mountains 
  a great and powerful army comes; 
 their like has never been from of old, 
  nor will be again after them 
  in ages to come. … 
Yet even now, says the LORD, 
  return to me with all your heart, 
 with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; 
rend your hearts and not your clothing. 
 Return to the LORD, your God, 
  for he is gracious and merciful, 
 slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, 
  and relents from punishing. 
Who knows whether he will not turn and relent, 
  and leave a blessing behind him, 
 a grain offering and a drink offering 
  for the LORD, your God? 
Blow the trumpet in Zion; 
  sanctify a fast; 
 call a solemn assembly; 
gather the people. 
 Sanctify the congregation; 
  assemble the aged; 
 gather the children, 
  even infants at the breast. 
 Let the bridegroom leave his room, 
  and the bride her canopy. 

Between the vestibule and the altar 
  let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep. 
 Let them say, “Spare your people, O LORD, 
  and do not make your heritage a mockery, 
  a byword among the nations. 
 Why should it be said among the peoples, 
  ‘Where is their God?’ ” 
 
PSALM 51:1–17 
1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your 
steadfast love; 
  in your great compassion blot out my offenses. 
2Wash me through and through from my 
wickedness, 
  and cleanse me from my sin. 
3For I know my offenses, 
  and my sin is ever before me. 
4Against you only have I sinned and done 
what is evil in your sight; 
  so you are justified when you speak and 
right in your judgment.  
5Indeed, I was born steeped in wickedness, 
  a sinner from my mother’s womb. 
6Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me, 
  and would have me know wisdom deep 
within. 
7Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 
  wash me, and I shall be purer than snow. 
8Let me hear joy and gladness; 
  that the body you have broken may 
rejoice. 
9Hide your face from my sins, 
  and blot out all my wickedness. 
10Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

B 
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  and renew a right spirit within me. 
11Cast me not away from your presence, 
  and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
12Restore to me the joy of your salvation 
  and sustain me with your bountiful 
Spirit.  
13Let me teach your ways to offenders, 
  and sinners shall be restored to you. 
14Rescue me from bloodshed, O God of my 
salvation, 
  and my tongue shall sing of your 
righteousness. 
15O LORD, Open my lips, 
  and my mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
16For you take no delight in sacrifice, or I 
would give it. 
  You are not pleased with burnt offering. 
17The sacrifice of God is a troubled spirit; 
  a troubled and broken heart, O God, you will 
not despise.  
 
2 CORINTHIANS 5:20B—6:10 

e entreat you on behalf of Christ, be 
reconciled to God. For our sake he made him 
to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we 

might become the righteousness of God. 
 6:1As we work together with him, we urge you 
also not to accept the grace of God in vain. For he 
says,  
 “At an acceptable time I have listened to you, 
  and on a day of salvation I have helped you.” 
 See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the 
day of salvation! We are putting no obstacle in 
anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found with our 
ministry, but as servants of God we have 
commended ourselves in every way: through great 
endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities, 
beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless 
nights, hunger; by purity, knowledge, patience, 
kindness, holiness of spirit, genuine love, 
truthful speech, and the power of God; with the 
weapons of righteousness for the right hand and 
for the left; in honor and dishonor, in ill repute 
and good repute.  
 We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; 
as unknown, and yet are well known; as dying, and 
see—we are alive; as punished, and yet not killed; as 
sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making 

many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing 
everything. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW P. 142) 

Return to the Lord, your God, 
for he is gracious and merciful, 

slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, 
and abounding in steadfast love. 

 
GOSPEL: MATTHEW 6:1–6, 16–21 

esus said to the disciples: 1“Beware of 
practicing your piety before others in order to 
be seen by them; for then you have no reward 

from your Father in heaven. 
 “So whenever you give alms, do not sound a 
trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the 
synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be 
praised by others. Truly I tell you, they have 
received their reward.  
 “But when you give alms, do not let your left 
hand know what your right hand is doing, so that 
your alms may be done in secret; and your Father 
who sees in secret will reward you. 
 “And whenever you pray, do not be like the 
hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the 
synagogues and at the street corners, so that they 
may be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have 
received their reward. But whenever you pray, go 
into your room and shut the door and pray to your 
Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in 
secret will reward you. … 
 “And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, 
like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces so 
as to show others that they are fasting. Truly I tell 
you, they have received their reward. But when you 
fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, so that 

your fasting may be seen not 
by others but by your Father 
who is in secret; and your 
Father who sees in secret will 
reward you. 
 “Do not store up for 
yourselves treasures on earth, 
where moth and rust 

consume and where thieves break in and steal; but 
store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 
neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves 
do not break in and steal. For where your treasure 
is, there your heart will be also.” 

 
IMPOSITION OF ASHES, PRAYERS, AND HOLY COMMUNION LITURGY 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY: Softly & Tenderly (ELW #608) 
vv. 1-2  
1: Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling, 

calling for you and for me. 
See, on the portals he’s waiting and watching, 
watching for you and for me. 

W 

J 
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Refrain: “Come home, (Come home,) 
come home! (come home!) 
You who are weary, come home.” 
Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, 
calling, “O sinner, come home!” 
2: Why should we tarry when Jesus is pleading, 
pleading for you and for me? 
Why should we linger and heed not his mercies, 
mercies for you and for me? Refrain 
 
INVITATION TO LENT (ELW p. 252) 
P  Friends in Christ, today with the whole church 
we enter the time of remembering Jesus’ passover 
from death to life, and our life in Christ is renewed. 
We begin this holy season by acknowledging our 
need for repentance and for God’s mercy. We are 
created to experience joy in communion with God, 
to love one another, and to live in harmony with 
creation. But our sinful rebellion separates us from 
God, our neighbors, and creation, so that we do not 
enjoy the life our creator intended. 
As disciples of Jesus, we are called to a discipline 
that contends against evil and resists whatever leads 
us away from love of God and neighbor. I invite you, 
therefore, to the discipline of Lent—self-
examination and repentance, prayer and fasting, 
sacrificial giving and works of love—strengthened by 
the gifts of word and sacrament. Let us continue our 
journey through these forty days to the great Three 
Days of Jesus’ death and resurrection. 
 
CONFESSION OF SIN 
P  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God 
and of one another. 
 Most holy and merciful God, 
🅲  we confess to you and to one another, 
and before the whole company of heaven, 
that we have sinned by our fault, by our own 
fault, by our own most grievous fault, in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone. 
P  We have not loved you with our whole heart, 
and mind, and strength. We have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. We have not forgiven others 
as we have been forgiven. 
🅲  Have mercy on us, O God. 
P  We have shut our ears to your call to serve as 
Christ served us. We have not been true to the mind 
of Christ. We have grieved your Holy Spirit. 
🅲  Have mercy on us, O God. 
P  Our past unfaithfulness, the pride, envy, 
hypocrisy, and apathy that have infected our lives, 
we confess to you. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 

P  Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our 
exploitation of other people, we confess to you. 
🅲  Have mercy on us, O God. 
P  Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our 
failure to share the faith that is in us, we confess to 
you. 
🅲  Have mercy on us, O God. 
P  Our neglect of human need and suffering, and 
our indifference to injustice and cruelty, we confess 
to you. 
🅲  Have mercy on us, O God. 
P  Our false judgments, our uncharitable thoughts 
toward our neighbors, and our prejudice and 
contempt toward those who differ from us, we 
confess to you. 
🅲  Have mercy on us, O God. 
P  Our waste and pollution of your creation, and 
our lack of concern for those who come after us, we 
confess to you. 
🅲  Have mercy on us, O God. 
P  Restore us, O God, and let your anger depart 
from us. 
🅲  Hear us, O God, for your mercy is great. 
 
HYMN: “All Things of Dust to Dust Return” (ACS 
#920) 
1: All things of dust to dust return 
on earth and in the sky. 
The hottest, brightest suns that burn 
in time grow dim and die. 
The fish that leap, the birds that soar, 
the newborn young that play, 
the leaves that fill the forest floor 
revert to dust and clay. 
2: Lord, mark with dust and ash my brow 
so I may comprehend 
that every moment here and now 
links me to that same end 
I share with all that breathe and burn, 
that flare and fade and tire 
yet by their waning light discern 
your own undying fire. 
3: Lord, mark upon my brow this sign: 
a stark and barren cross 
reminding me that though divine 
you know my pain and loss, 
and at the touch of dust and ash 
awake my heart to view 
how death itself is but a flash 
that dies away in you. 
© 2009 Oxford University Press. All rights reserved. Reprinted by 
permission under OneLicence.net permit #A-733643 
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IMPOSITION OF ASHES (ELW p. 254) 
P  Almighty God, you have created us out of the 
dust of the earth. May these ashes be a sign of our 
mortality and penitence, reminding us that only by 
the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ are we given 
eternal life; through the same Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 
🅲  Amen. 
P  Remember that you are dust, and to dust you 
shall return. Accomplish in us, O God, the work of 
your salvation, 
🅲  that we may show forth your glory in the 
world. 
P  By the cross and passion of your Son, our 
Savior, 
🅲  bring us with all your saints to the joy of 
his resurrection. 
P  Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all 
our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen 
us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy 
Spirit keep us in eternal life. 
🅲  Amen. 
 
VERSE (ELW #752) 
Lord, listen to your children praying, 
Lord, send your Spirit in this place; 
Lord, listen to your children praying, 
send us love, send us power, send us grace. 
© 1973 Hope Publishing Co. All rights reserved. Reprinted by 
permission under OneLicence.net permit #A-733643 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
P  Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray 
for the church, the world, and all of creation. 
 O Lord, our God, you gather your church and 
call us to return to you. Accompany us throughout 
our Lenten pilgrimage. Create in us clean hearts and 
renew all the baptized to declare your praise. 
Merciful God, 
🅲  receive our prayer. 
P  Renew your creation, O God. Bring rains to 
parched places and heal lands affected by a changing 
climate (local ecosystems or other natural places 
may be named), that all inhabitants of the earth 
experience your abundance. Merciful God, 
🅲  receive our prayer. 
P  Renew the nations, O God. Give voice to those 
on the margins and resolve to world leaders who 
seek to protect those most vulnerable. Loosen the 
bonds of injustice and bring an end to all violence, 
oppression, and persecution. Merciful God, 
🅲  receive our prayer. 

P  Renew your people, O God. Respond to those 
who cry out to you in secret or in seclusion. Equip us 
with compassion to care for those who experience 
homelessness, food insecurity, economic hardship, 
and illness, especially … 
 Merciful God, 
🅲  receive our prayer. 
P  Renew this congregation, O God. Inspire our 
faith formation ministries and those who teach and 
lead (Sunday school teachers, Christian education 
directors, or others may be named). Invigorate us 
with lifelong curiosity and wonder as we grow as 
your disciples.  Merciful God, 
🅲  receive our prayer. 
P  O Lord, our God, we give thanks for all your 
faithful ones of every time and place. Renew us by 
the example of their lives of prayer and service, and 
at the last, bring us with them into your everlasting 
presence. Merciful God, 
🅲  receive our prayer. 
P  We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in 
your steadfast love and your promise to renew your 
whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
🅲  Amen. 
 

Meal 
 
OFFERING: “We Give Thee But Thine Own” (ELW 
#686) 
We give thee but thine own, 
whate’er the gift may be; 
all that we have is thine alone, 
a trust, O Lord, from thee. 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
P  Generous God, you feed us with the harvest of 
the land, and you provide for our every need. 
Receive our gifts of money, imagination, and labor, 
and transform them into a feast that welcomes all, in 
Jesus Christ, our host and our guest.  
🅲  Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P  The Lord be with you. 
🅲  And also with you. 
P  Lift up your hearts. 
🅲  We lift them to the Lord. 
P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
🅲  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we 
should at all times and in all places give thanks and 
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praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through 
our Savior Jesus Christ. You call your people to 
cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the 
paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, 
we may come to the fullness of your grace.  
 And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise 
your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessèd is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest. 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P  Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your 
mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness endures 
from age to age. Praise to you for creating the 
heavens and the earth. Praise to you for saving the 
earth from the waters of the flood. Praise to you for 
bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. Praise 
to you for leading your people through the 
wilderness to the land of milk and honey. 
 Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, 
your anointed one. 
 Praise to you for the death and resurrection of 
Christ. 
 Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all 
nations. 
 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord 
Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is 
my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for 
the remembrance of me. 
 With this bread and cup we remember our 
Lord’s passover from death to life as we proclaim 
the mystery of faith: 
🅲  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ 
will come again. 
P  O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out 
your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread 
and wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your 
presence. 
🅲  Come, Holy Spirit. 
P  Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the 
bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ for the 
world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, 
burning with justice, peace, and love. 

🅲  Come, Holy Spirit. 
P  With your holy ones of all times and places, 
with the earth and all its creatures, with sun and 
moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and 
holy Trinity, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  
P  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray 
as Jesus taught us. 
🅲  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed 

be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P  Christ has prepared the feast. Come to the table 
where all are welcomed home. 
 
AGNUS DEI 
Have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
Have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
Grant us peace.  
 
COMMUNION SONG: “Lamb of God: Your Only 
Son” (ELW #336) 
 
PRAYER (ELW p. 254) 
P  Let us pray. 
 Merciful God, accompany our journey through 
these forty days. Renew us in the gift of baptism, 
that we may provide for those who are poor, pray for 
those in need, fast from self-indulgence, and above 
all that we may find our treasure in the life of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 
🅲  Amen. 

Sending 
 
SENDING SONG: “Glory Be to Jesus” (LBW #95) 
1: Glory be to Jesus, 
who, in bitter pains, 
poured for me the lifeblood 
from his sacred veins. 
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2: Grace and life eternal 
in that blood I find; 
blest be his compassion, 
infinitely kind. 
3: Blest through endless ages 
be the precious stream 
which from endless torment 
did the world redeem. 
 
BLESSING, DISMISSAL (ELW p. 255) 
P  Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,  

bless you now and forever. 
🅲  Amen. 
P  Go forth into the world to serve God with 
gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to that which 
is good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the 
fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; 
honor all people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the 
power of the Holy Spirit. 
🅲  Thanks be to God. 
Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2023 Augsburg 
Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission: annual permit 
#SAS017083 

 

Grace News Briefs 
 

Safety Talk 

 Dick Kauffman’s talk on 
safety at church has been 
rescheduled for after the worship 
service on Sunday, February 26. 

Welcome Center 
Remembrance Service 

 Grace Welcome Center lost 
many beloved guests in 2022.  
Many of the individuals that 

passed last year were there the 
opening day of Grace Welcome 
Center, and we will have a service 
to honor them and share 
remembrances.  The service will 
be on Sunday, February 26 at 
3:00 p.m. in our sanctuary. 

Prayer Group 

 Prayer group meets at the 
church every Monday morning at 
8:00 a.m. Everyone is welcome. 

Fridays for Our Future 

 Join us each Friday from 
noon to 1:00 as Bill Gregory 
leads us in advocating for a 
livable future. We gather at the 
intersection of 39th Avenue and 
75th Street in front of the Triangle 
Shop. 


