
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

February 5, 2023 

Fifth Sunday after Epiphany Gathering Liturgy  
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS   
P   Blessed be the holy Trinity 
☩ one God, who makes all things 
new, whose mercy endures 
forever. 
🅲  Amen.  
P   Trusting in God’s mercy, let 
us confess our sin.  
 Holy One, source of our 
renewal, 
🅲  we confess that we are 
wrapped up in sin, and 
cannot free ourselves. We 
have not practiced your 
righteousness. Our hearts 
have turned away from you. 
For the sake of the world 
you so love, forgive us, that 
we may be reconciled to one 
another for the glory of your 
holy name.  Amen 
P   Thus says our God: “The 
former things have come to pass 
and new things I now declare.” 
God’s mercy makes us new. We 

are forgiven in the name of ☩ 
Christ our Savior. 
🅲  Amen.  
 
GATHERING SONG: “God, Whose 
Almighty Word” (ELW #673)  vv. 
1 & 4 

1: God, whose almighty word 
chaos and darkness heard 

and took their flight: 
hear us, we humbly pray, 
and where the gospel day 
sheds not its glorious ray, 

let there be light. 
4: Holy and blessed three, 

glorious Trinity, 
Wisdom, Love, Might: 

boundless as ocean's tide, 
rolling in fullest pride, 

through the earth, far and wide, 
let there be light. 

 
GREETING 
P   The grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
🅲  And also with you. 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 
204) 

Glory be to God in heaven; 
peace, goodwill to all the earth. 

Mighty God of all creation, 
Father of surpassing worth: 

we exalt you, we adore you, we 
lift high our thanks and praise. 
Saints and angels bow before 

you; here on earth our songs we 
raise. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P   Let us pray.  
 Lord God, with endless 
mercy you receive the prayers of 
all who call upon you. By your 
Spirit show us the things we 
ought to do, and give us the grace 
and power to do them, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. 
🅲  Amen. 

Scripture for Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 
 
Isaiah 6:1–8 

hout out, do not hold 
back! 
  Lift up your voice 

like a trumpet! 
 Announce to my people their 

rebellion, 
  to the house of Jacob their 

sins. 
Yet day after day they seek me 

  and delight to know my 
ways, 

 as if they were a nation that 
practiced righteousness 

  and did not forsake the 
ordinance of their God; 

 they ask of me righteous 
judgments, 

  they delight to draw near to 
God. 

“Why do we fast, but you do not 
see? 

  Why humble ourselves, but 
you do not notice?” 

 Look, you serve your own 
interest on your fast day, 

  and oppress all your 
workers. 

Look, you fast only to quarrel and 
to fight 

S 
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  and to strike with a wicked 
fist. 

 Such fasting as you do today 
  will not make your voice 

heard on high. 
Is such the fast that I choose, 
  a day to humble oneself? 
 Is it to bow down the head like 

a bulrush, 
  and to lie in sackcloth and 

ashes? 
 Will you call this a fast, 
  a day acceptable to the 

LORD? 
Is not this the fast that I choose: 
  to loose the bonds of 

injustice, 
  to undo the thongs of the 

yoke, 
 to let the oppressed go free, 
  and to break every yoke? 
Is it not to share your bread with 

the hungry, 
  and bring the homeless poor 

into your house; 
 when you see the naked, to 

cover them, 
  and not to hide yourself 

from your own kin? 
Then your light shall break forth 

like the dawn, 
  and your healing shall spring 

up quickly; 
 your vindicator shall go before 

you, 
  the glory of the LORD shall 

be your rear guard. 
Then you shall call, and the LORD 

will answer; 
  you shall cry for help, and 

God will say, Here I am. 
 
Psalm 112:1–9 
1Hallelujah! Happy are they who 

fear the LORD 
  and have great delight in 

God’s commandments! 
2Their descendants will be 

mighty in the land; 
  the generation of the 

upright will be blessed. 
3Wealth and riches will be in 

their house, 

  and their righteousness will 
last forever. 

4Light shines in the darkness 
for the upright; 

  the righteous are 
merciful and full of 
compassion.  

5It is good for them to be 
generous in lending 

  and to manage their affairs 
with justice. 

6For they will never be 
shaken; 

  the righteous will be 
kept in everlasting 
remembrance. 

7They will not be afraid of any 
evil rumors; 

  their heart is steadfast, 
trusting in the LORD. 

8Their heart is established 
and will not shrink, 

  until they see their 
desire upon their 
enemies. 

9They have given freely to the 
poor, and their 
righteousness stands fast 
forever; 

   they will hold up their head 
with honor. 

 
1 Corinthians 2:1–12 

hen I came to you, 
brothers and sisters, I did 
not come proclaiming the 

mystery of God to you in lofty 
words or wisdom. For I decided 
to know nothing among you 
except Jesus Christ, and him 
crucified. And I came to you in 
weakness and in fear and in 
much trembling. My speech and 
my proclamation were not with 
plausible words of wisdom, but 
with a demonstration of the 
Spirit and of power, so that your 
faith might rest not on human 
wisdom but on the power of God. 
 Yet among the mature we 
do speak wisdom, though it is not 
a wisdom of this age or of the 
rulers of this age, who are 
doomed to perish. But we speak 

God’s wisdom, secret and hidden, 
which God decreed before the 
ages for our glory. None of the 
rulers of this age understood 
this; for if they had, they would 
not have crucified the Lord of 
glory. 
 But, as it is written,  
 “What no eye has seen, nor ear 
heard, 
  Nor the human heart 
conceived, 
 What God has prepared for 
those who love God”— 
these things God has revealed to 
us through the Spirit; for the 
Spirit searches everything, even 
the depths of God. For what 
human being knows what is truly 
human except the human spirit 
that is within? So also no one 
comprehends what is truly God’s 
except the Spirit of God. 12Now 
we have received not the spirit of 
the world, but the Spirit that is 
from God, so that we may 
understand the gifts bestowed on 
us by God. 

 
GOSPEL: Matthew 5:13–20 

esus said, “You are the 
salt of the earth; but if 
salt has lost its taste, how 

can its saltiness be restored? It is 
no longer good for anything, but 
is thrown out and trampled 
under foot. 

W 

J 
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 “You are the light of the 
world. A city built on a hill 
cannot be hid. No one after 
lighting a lamp puts it under the 
bushel basket, but on the 
lampstand, and it gives light to 
all in the house. In the same way, 
let your light shine before others, 
so that they may see your good 
works and give glory to your 
Father in heaven. 

 “Do not think that I have 
come to abolish the law or the 
prophets; I have come not to 
abolish but to fulfill. For truly I 
tell you, until heaven and earth 
pass away, not one letter, not one 
stroke of a letter, will pass from 
the law until all is accomplished. 
 “Therefore, whoever breaks 
one of the least of these 
commandments, and teaches 

others to do the same, will be 
called least in the dominion of 
heaven; but whoever does them 
and teaches them will be called 
great in the dominion of heaven. 
 “For I tell you, unless your 
righteousness exceeds that of the 
scribes and Pharisees, you will 
never enter the dominion of 
heaven.” 
 

Creed, Prayers, and Communion Liturgy 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: “Christ, Be Our Light” (ELW 
#783) 

1:    Longing for light, we wait in darkness. 
Longing for truth, we turn to you. 

Make us your own, your holy people, 
light for the world to see. 

Refrain: Christ, be our light! 
Shine in our hearts. 

Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! 

Shine in your church gathered today. 
5: Many the gifts, many the people, 

many the hearts that yearn to belong. 
Let us be servants to one another, 

signs of your kingdom come. Refrain 
© 1993 Bernadette Farrell, admin. OCP Publications. All rights 
reserved. Used by permission. OneLicence.net permit #A-733643 
  
CREED 
P   Let us proclaim our faith:  
🅲  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, 
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended 
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 
catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
VERSE: “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying” 
(ELW #752) 

Lord, listen to your children praying, 

Lord, send your Spirit in this place; 
Lord, listen to your children praying, 

send us love, send us power, send us grace. 
© 1973 Hope Publishing Co. All rights reserved. Reprinted by 
permission under OneLicence.net permit #A-733643 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
P   Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the 
church, the world, and all in need. 
 Call your people to seek your wisdom in 
difficult conversations and action. Give the church 
everywhere courage to repent for the ways we have 
tolerated and practiced injustice (injustice such as 
systemic racism, church sanction of colonialism, 
church protection of sexual abusers may be 
named). Merciful God, 
🅲  receive our prayer. 
P   Inspire our wonder at creation, from the light 
of dawn to the beauty of the dark night. Sustain the 
unseen depths of the ocean to the plants and 
animals we know well. Bring healing to lands and 
communities experiencing natural disasters 
(especially…). Merciful God, 
🅲  receive our prayer. 
P   Instruct the powerful in your ways. Provide 
upright leadership in business and industry, that 
workers are not oppressed. Throughout the world, 
inspire voters and raise up politicians to heed your 
call for nations to practice righteousness. Merciful 
God, 
🅲  receive our prayer. 
P   Loosen the bonds of injustice in our midst. 
Grant peace to endless quarrels, put an end to 
hunger, and break every yoke of oppression. Shelter 
all who flee abuse in their homes or violence in their 
communities. Satisfy those afflicted in any way 
especially: 
• the family and friends of David Kristopeit 
(Nancy’s brother-in-law) 
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• the family and friends of Dennis Houston 
(Dawn’s father-in-law) 
• Mary Andrews (Welcome Center volunteer) 
• Pastor Barker, Rachel Bruns, and Isaiah 
• Dawn Bench (Welcome Center volunteer) 
• Doug Becker (Marlene’s son) 
• Pat Bernacchi 
• Jackie Brichacek (Nancy’s sister-in-law) 
• Jean Boothe  
• Hank Buehrens 
• Andrew Calvert 
• Barb Caputo 
• Holly Cummings 
• Eric Dangerfield (Carolyn’s boyfriend)  
• Pastor Rafael Escobedo 
• Gregory Foster 
• Judy Gregory 
• Shirleen Gulick 
• Cogan Holly Hall 
• Aggie Hartnell (Bert’s mother) 
• Christine Hill 
• Sydney & Skyler Houston 
• Karen Kempinen 
• Becky McCarthy (Jarlene’s sister) 
• Gail Miller 
• Rubel Pierce (Randy’s father) 
• Carolyn Reynold’s children Eddie, Santino, 
and Lytosha 
• Martha, Joel, and Jeanette Sanchez 
• Cynthia Schwartz (Norma’s daughter) 
• Marcia Swanson 
• Joyce Swift 
• Andrew Tate 
• Ron and Linda Wadham 
• Steve & Heather Waldron 
• Florence and Jacqueline Walker  (Carolyn’s 
sisters) 
• Timothy Walker 
• Dottie Watts  
• Chris Webb (Bert’s sister) 
• Kristi Weiss 
 God of grace, 
🅲  receive our prayer. 
P   Shape our congregation to be salt for the earth. 
Give us delight in your commandments, that we are 
generous with those in need. Make us steadfast in 
our trust in you, ready with tangible mercy and 
compassion for our neighbors. Merciful God, 
🅲  receive our prayer. 
P   The cross and resurrection bring redemption 
from sin and death. We praise you for (the Martyrs 
of Japan and) all whose unshaken faith in Christ 
shines forth in their witness. Keep them in our 

remembrance and bring us with them into the 
kingdom of heaven. Merciful God, 
🅲  receive our prayer. 
P   We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, 
trusting your wisdom and power revealed in Christ 
crucified. 
🅲  Amen.  

MEAL 
 
OFFERING: “We Give Thee but Thine Own (ELW 
#686) 

1 We give thee but thine own, 
whate’er the gift may be; 

all that we have is thine alone, 
a trust, O Lord, from thee. 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
P   Let us pray. 
 Liberating God, you break the bonds of 
injustice and let the oppressed go free. Receive these 
offerings in thanksgiving for all your works of 
merciful power, and shape us as people of your 
justice and freedom. You we magnify and adore, 
through Jesus our Savior, 
🅲  Amen.  
 
DIALOGUE & PREFACE 
P   The Lord be with you. 
🅲  And also with you. 
P   Lift up your hearts. 
🅲  We lift them to the Lord. 
P   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
🅲  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P   It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we 
should at all times and in all places give thanks and 
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through 
our Savior Jesus Christ, who on this day overcame 
death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 
opened to us the way of everlasting life.  
 And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise 
your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 207) 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessèd is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest, 
hosanna in the highest. 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P   God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 
you have brought us this far along the way.   
 In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, 
but guided us into the path of love and light. In 
every age you sent prophets to make known your 
loving will for all humanity. The cry of the poor has 
become your own cry; our hunger and thirst for 
justice is your own desire.  
 In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen 
servant to preach good news to the afflicted, to 
break bread with the outcast and despised, and to 
ransom those in bondage to prejudice and sin. 
 In the night in which he was betrayed, our 
Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this 
is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 
all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
 For as often as we eat of this bread and drink 
from this cup we proclaim the Lord’s death until he 
comes. 
🅲  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ 
will come again. 
🄿 Remembering, therefore, his death and 
resurrection, we await the day when Jesus shall 
return to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery 
and death. Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church 
say, Amen. 
🅲  Amen.  
🄿 Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, to fill the 
hearts of all who share this bread and cup with 
courage and wisdom to pursue love and justice in all 
the world. Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the 
church say, Amen. 
🅲  Amen. 
🄿 Join our prayers and praise with your prophets 
and martyrs of every age, that, rejoicing in the hope 
of the resurrection, we might live in the freedom and 
hope of your Son. Through him, with him, in him, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is 
yours, almighty Father, now and forever. 
🅲  Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
P   Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us 
pray as Jesus taught us.  

🅲 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed 
be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven: 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory,forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P   Come and taste the joy of God! 

COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 208) 
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world 

away; 
you suffered death our lives to save: have mercy 

now, we pray. 

O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world 
away; 

you set us free from guilt and grave: have mercy 
now, we pray. 

O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world 
away; 

eternal peace with God you made: give us your 
peace, we pray. 

SONG: “Loaves Were Broken, Words Were Spoken” 
(ACS #966)  

1: Loaves were broken, words were spoken 
by the Galilean shore. 

Jesus, Bread of life from heaven, 
was their food forevermore. 

Refrain: By your body broken for us, 
by your wine of life outpoured, 
Jesus, feed again your people. 

Be our Host, our Life, our Lord. 
2: Loaves were broken, words were spoken 

in a quiet room one night. 
In the bread and wine you gave them, 

Christ, you came as Light from Light. Refrain 
3: Loaves are broken, words are spoken, 

as in faith we gather here. 
Jesus speaks across the ages: 

“I am with you; do not fear!” Refrain 

4: By the loaves you break and give us, 
send us in your name to share 

bread for which the millions hunger, 
words that tell your love and care. Refrain 

Text © 2006 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved. 
Used by permission. OneLicence.net permit #A-733643 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P   Let us pray. 
 Holy One, we thank you for the healing that 
springs forth abundantly from this table. Renew our 
strength to do justice, love kindness, and journey 
humbly with you. 
🅲  Amen. 

SENDING 
 
BLESSING 
P   The God who faithfully brings forth justice and 
breaks the oppressor’s rod, ☩ bless, strengthen, and 
uphold you, today and always. 
🅲  Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG: “This Little Light of Mine” (ELW 
#677)  
1:  This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine; 

this little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine; 
this little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine, 

let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 
2: Everywhere I go, I'm gonna let it shine; 

everywhere I go, I'm gonna let it shine; 
everywhere I go, I'm gonna let it shine, 

let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 
3: Jesus gave it to me, I'm gonna let it shine; 

Jesus gave it to me, I'm gonna let it shine; 
Jesus gave it to me, I'm gonna let it shine, 

let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 
 

DISMISSAL 
P   Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus. 
🅲  Thanks be to God! 
Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2023 Augsburg 
Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission: annual permit 
#SAS017083 
 

Bulletin Sponsors 
 
 Thank you to Paula and Randy Pierce for 
sponsoring worship bulletins in February.  

 

Lent Begins Ash Wednesday, February 22 
 

 Grace Lutheran Church 
invites you to center yourself 
for the start of the season of 
Lent. Ash Wednesday 
services, featuring the 
disposition of ashes and the 
sacrament of Holy 
Communion, will be at 1:00 
p.m. and again at 6:00 p.m. 
on February 22. 
 We plan to be open for 

worship here in person and also on line at our 
Facebook page, GraceElcaKenosha.  
 During Wednesdays in March, Grace will 
participate in joint midweek Lenten worship 
services at the ELCA Outreach Center (6:00 p.m.), 
St. Paul’s Lutheran (12:15 and 6:30 p.m.), St. Mary’s 
Lutheran (6:30 p.m.) and Trinity Lutheran (6:30 
p.m.).  The churches in that list host soup suppers 
an hour before each worship service; the ELCA 
Outreach Center includes a soup meal as part of the 
worship service. 

 

Book Study Group Examines Conservation at Home 
 
 In keeping with our mission 
to preserve our precious Earth, 
we will begin the study of 
Douglas Tallamy’s Nature’s Best 
Hope on Monday, February 13, 
5:00 p.m. at Grace. Karen 
Kempinen leads our discussion, 
covering chapters 1-3, pages 15-
49. Copies of the full book study 
schedule will be available in the 
Grace narthex. 

 For more 
information about the 
author, please see his 
website, Homegrown 
National Park: 
https://homegrownnatio
nalpark.org/ 
 We will take a field 
trip to the Kenosha Public 
Museum to see 
“Pollination 
Investigation” and “Wild 

Ones — Native Plants, 
Natural Landscapes” 
on Monday, February 
27 at 3:30 p.m., 
followed by the book 
study.   
 This study will 
prepare us to care in 
new ways for our 
pollinator garden in 
2023.
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Annual Meeting Reports Due This Week 
 
 Grace congregation’s annual 
meeting is scheduled after the 
worship service on Sunday, 
February 19.  
 As the ministries of our 
congregation grow we have 
realized we need more council 
members.  The two new chairs 
will be “Mercy Ministries” and 

“Peace and Justice.”  Please let 
Pastor Barker or someone from 
council know if you would be 
interested in either of these 
positions.  
 Council members and 
ministers are asked to submit 
their annual reports to the 
church office by February 7. 

 

Grace Receipts: January 29, 2023 
 
General offering ........................................ $ 1,085.00 
For parking lot repair ................................... $ 215.00 
From non-members: 
 Pastor’s benefits package .................... $ 250.00 
Minus internet transaction fees ................... $ (16.00) 
Total  .......................................................... $ 1,524.00 
 You can contribute by mail, or electronically 
through the “Donations” link at GraceKenosha.com. 

 2022 giving statements were sent out in 
January to our members and regular contributors. If 
you have any questions, please email 
graceoffice@wi.rr.com or phone 262-654-9143 
between 9:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. Tuesday through 
Friday. 

 

Grace News Briefs 
 

Council Meeting 
 Church council meets after 
the worship service on Sunday, 
February 12. Council members 
are asked to submit their reports 
to Jarlene by this Saturday, 
February 4. 

Safety Talk 
 Dick Kauffman’s talk on 
safety at church will be 
rescheduled. 

Fridays for Our Future 
 Join us each Friday from 
noon to 1:00 as Bill Gregory 
leads us in advocating for a 
livable future. We gather at the 
intersection of 39th Avenue and 
75th Street in front of the Triangle 
Shop. 

Free Boxes 
 Is anyone in need of heavy-
duty packing boxes of a 

moderate, easy to carry size? Are 
you moving or needing to store 
items? Infant Moses Diaper 
Ministry has about ten or so of 
these. If you would like to claim 
some, please contact Jarlene at 
262-344-3222 call or text (please 
identify yourself in text) or email 
at kriehn2007wi@gmail.com. 
You can pick them up on Sunday 
morning or Thursday afternoon, 
2:00-5:00 pm. 

 

Welcome Center Service Remembers Guests Lost in 2022 
  
 Grace Welcome Center lost many beloved guests in 2022.  Many of the individuals that passed last year 
were there the opening day of Grace Welcome Center, and we will have a service to honor them and share 
remembrances.  The service will be on Sunday, February 26 at 3:00 p.m. in our sanctuary. 
 

Sign Up to Read, Assist at Communion 
 
 Grace invites you to take part in our Sunday 
worship services in a number of ways. Volunteers to 
read the lessons and to assist with communion are 
more than welcome. Please sign up in the narthex or 

talk to Paul in the church office (262-654-9143). He 
will send you the readings ahead of time. Sign-up 
sheets are in the narthex.
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Welcome Isaiah 
Wesley Barker! 

 
 There will be a very special 
visitor joining us for worship 
soon.  To prepare for this visitor, 
please know that right now 
hospitals and pediatricians are 
recommending masking around 
newborns as well as limiting the 
number of people touching 
newborns. 
 So, the week this visitor 
joins us, we kindly ask that you 
wear a mask (Grace has masks 
available) and also rather than 
planning on holding Zeiah, 
please think about a blessing 
you would like to speak to him. 

 


