
 

 
 
 
 

January 8, 2023 

Gathering Liturgy for Baptism of Our Lord Sunday  
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM  
P   Water! Water! We praise 
you, O God, for water— Lake 
Michigan, Pike Creek, the Des 
Plaines River, the rain that 
nourishes animals and plants, 
the water for drinking and 
bathing. We praise you, O God, 
for water. 
🅲  We praise you, O God, 
for water.  
P   We praise you, O God, for 
our water stories— a flood that 
cleansed the earth, the sea that 
drowned the enemy, a river that 
healed leprosy. We praise you, O 
God, for water. 
🅲  We praise you, O God, 
for water. 
P   We remember the waters of 
Jesus— baptized in the Jordan 
River, calming the Sea of Galilee, 
drinking from Jacob’s Well, 
healing at the pool of Bethesda, 
washing the disciples’ feet. We 
praise you, O God, for water. 
🅲  We praise you, O God, 
for water. 
P   We praise you, O God, for 
this font, for through this water 
you have birthed us into the 
family of Christ, bathed us in 
forgiveness, and enlivened us in 
the Spirit. We praise you, O God, 
for baptism. 
🅲  We praise you, O God, 
for baptism. 
P   O God, you are the Ocean, 
sustaining this earth. O God, you 

are the River, saving us from 
death. O God, you are the 
Fountain, granting us health and 
well-being. We praise you, O 
God, today, tomorrow, forever. 
Amen, and amen. 
🅲  Amen, and amen.  
 
GATHERING SONG: “Shall We 
Gather at the River” (ELW #423) 
vv. 1 & 4 

1:  Shall we gather at the river, 
where bright angel feet have 

trod, 
with its crystal tide forever 

flowing by the throne of God? 
Refrain: Yes, we’ll gather at the 

river, 
the beautiful, the beautiful river; 

gather with the saints at the 
river 

that flows by the throne of God. 
4: Soon we’ll reach the shining 

river, 
soon our pilgrimage will cease; 

soon our happy hearts will 
quiver 

with the melody of peace. 
Refrain 

  
GREETING 
P   The grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
🅲  And also with you. 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 
204) 

Glory be to God in heaven; 
peace, goodwill to all the earth. 

Mighty God of all creation, 
Father of surpassing worth: 

we exalt you, we adore you, we 
lift high our thanks and praise. 
Saints and angels bow before 

you; here on earth our songs we 
raise. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P   Let us pray.  
 O God our Father, at the 
baptism of Jesus you proclaimed 
him your beloved Son and 
anointed him with the Holy 
Spirit. Make all who are baptized 
into Christ faithful to their calling 
to be your daughters and sons, 
and empower us all with your 
Spirit, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
🅲  Amen. 
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Baptism of Our Lord Readings 
 
Isaiah 42:1–9 

ere is my servant, whom I 
uphold, 
  my chosen, in whom 

my soul delights; 
 I have put my spirit upon him; 

 he will bring forth justice 
to the nations. 

He will not cry or lift up his 
voice, 

 or make it heard in the street; 
a bruised reed he will not break, 
 and a dimly burning wick he 

will not quench; 
 he will faithfully bring forth 

justice. 
He will not grow faint or be 

crushed 
 until he has established justice 

in the earth; 
 and the coastlands wait for his 

teaching. 
Thus says God, the LORD, 
 who created the heavens and 

stretched them out, 
 who spread out the earth and 

what comes from it, 
 who gives breath to the people 

upon it 
 and spirit to those who walk in 

it: 
I am the LORD, I have called you 

in righteousness, 
 I have taken you by the hand 

and kept you; 
 I have given you as a covenant 

to the people, 
 a light to the nations, 
to open the eyes that are blind, 
 to bring out the prisoners from 

the dungeon, 
 from the prison those who sit 

in darkness. 
8I am the LORD, that is my name; 
 my glory I give to no other, 
  nor my praise to idols. 
See, the former things have come 

to pass, 
 and new things I now declare; 
 before they spring forth, 
  I tell you of them. 
 

Psalm 29 
1Ascribe to the LORD, you gods, 
 ascribe to the LORD glory and 

strength. 
2Ascribe to the LORD the 

glory due God’s name; 
 worship the LORD in the 

beauty of holiness. 
3The voice of the LORD is upon 

the waters; the God of glory 
thunders; 

 the LORD is upon the mighty 
waters. 

4The voice of the LORD is a 
powerful voice; 

 the voice of the LORD is a 
voice of splendor.  

5The voice of the LORD breaks the 
cedar trees; 

 the LORD breaks the cedars of 
Lebanon; 

6the LORD makes Lebanon 
skip like a calf, 

 and Mount Hermon like a 
young wild ox. 

7The voice of the LORD 
  bursts forth in lightning 

flashes. 
8The voice of the LORD 

shakes the wilderness; 
 the LORD shakes the 

wilderness of Kadesh.  
9The voice of the LORD makes the 

oak trees writhe and strips 
the forests bare. 

 And in the temple of the LORD 
all are crying, “Glory!” 

10The LORD sits enthroned 
above the flood; 

 the LoRD sits enthroned as 
king forevermore. 

11O LORD, give strength to your 
people; 

 give them, O LORD, the 
blessings of peace.!   

 
Acts 10:34–43 

eter began to speak to 
Cornelius and his 
household: “I truly 

understand that God shows no 
partiality, but in every nation 

anyone who fears him and does 
what is right is acceptable to him.  
 “You know the message he 
sent to the people of Israel, 
preaching peace by Jesus 
Christ—he is Lord of all. That 
message spread throughout 
Judea, beginning in Galilee after 
the baptism that John 
announced:  how God anointed 
Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy 
Spirit and with power; how he 
went about doing good and 
healing all who were oppressed 
by the devil, for God was with 
him. We are witnesses to all that 
he did both in Judea and in 
Jerusalem.  
 “They put him to death by 
hanging him on a tree; but God 
raised him on the third day and 
allowed him to appear, not to all 
the people but to us who were 
chosen by God as witnesses, and 
who ate and drank with him after 
he rose from the dead. 
 “He commanded us to 
preach to the people and to 
testify that he is the one ordained 
by God as judge of the living and 
the dead. All the prophets testify 
about him that everyone who 
believes in him receives 
forgiveness of sins through his 
name.” 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 3:13–17 

hen Jesus came from 
Galilee to John at the 
Jordan, to be baptized by 

him. John would have prevented 
him, saying, “I need to be 
baptized by you, and do you 
come to me?” 
 But Jesus answered him, 
“Let it be so now; for it is proper 
for us in this way to fulfill all 
righteousness.” 
 Then he consented. And 
when Jesus had been baptized, 
just as he came up from the 
water, suddenly the heavens were 
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opened to him and he saw the 
Spirit of God descending like a 
dove and alighting on him.  

 And a voice from heaven 
said, “This is my Son, the 

Beloved, with whom I am well 
pleased.” 
 

Creed, Prayers, and Communion Liturgy 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: “Songs of Thankfulness and 
Praise” (ELW #310) vv. 1-2   

1:    Songs of thankfulness and praise, 
Jesus, Lord, to thee we raise; 

manifested by the star 
to the sages from afar, 

branch of royal David's stem 
in thy birth at Bethlehem: 

anthems be to thee addressed, 
God in flesh made manifest. 

2: Manifest at Jordan’s stream, 
prophet, priest, and king supreme; 

and at Cana wedding guest 
in thy Godhead manifest; 
manifest in power divine, 

changing water into wine; 
anthems be to thee addressed, 

God in flesh made manifest.  
CREED 
P   Let us proclaim our faith:  
🅲  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, 
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended 
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 
catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
VERSE: “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying” 
(ELW #752) 

Lord, listen to your children praying, 
Lord, send your Spirit in this place; 

Lord, listen to your children praying, 
send us love, send us power, send us grace. 

“Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying” by Ken Medema copyright © 
1973 Hope Publishing Co. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission 
under OneLicence.net permit #A-733643 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
P   Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the 
church, the world, and all in need. 

 Calling God, you speak with power to your 
church. Open our hearts and minds to the new 
things you are declaring. Strengthen bishops, 
pastors, deacons, lay leaders, and teachers of the 
faith. Equip the baptized for your reconciling and 
redeeming work. Merciful God, 
🅲  receive our prayer. 
P   Renewing God, you provide the waters of the 
earth and in Jesus’ baptism you reveal the waters of 
life. Cleanse and protect oceans, rivers, and 
watersheds (local water sources may be named). 
Bring relief to parched lands and to communities 
without access to safe water. Merciful God, 
🅲  receive our prayer. 
P   Righteous God, you never weary of 
establishing justice. Increase cooperation and 
constructive dialogue between nations. Guide local, 
national, and international authorities to govern 
with equity, vision, and integrity. We pray for those 
in military service, for peacemakers, and for our 
enemies. Merciful God, 
🅲  receive our prayer. 
P   Abiding God, your mercy is steadfast. Give 
sanctuary to people who flee from oppression, war, 
poverty, and famine. Sustain health care workers, 
caregivers, first responders, counselors, and all who 
help and heal. Comfort those who are grieving or 
experiencing crisis, especially: 
• Mary Andrews (Welcome Center volunteer) 
• Dawn Bench (Welcome Center volunteer) 
• Doug Becker (Marlene’s son) 
• Pat Bernacchi 
• Jackie Brichacek (Nancy’s sister-in-law) 
• Jean Boothe  
• Hank Buehrens 
• Andrew Calvert 
• Barb Caputo 
• Holly Cummings 
• Eric Dangerfield (Carolyn’s boyfriend)  
• Pastor Rafael Escobedo 
• Gregory Foster 
• Judy Gregory 
• Shirleen Gulick 
• Cogan Holly Hall 
• Aggie Hartnell (Bert’s mother) 
• Christine Hill 
• Dennis Houston (Dawn’s father-in-law) 
• Sydney & Skyler Houston 
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• Karen Kempinen 
• David Kristopeit (Nancy’s brother-in-law)  
• Becky McCarthy (Jarlene’s sister) 
• Gail Miller 
• Rubel Pierce (Randy’s father) 
• Carolyn Reynold’s children Eddie, Santino, 
and Lytosha 
• Martha, Joel, and Jeanette Sanchez 
• Cynthia Schwartz (Norma’s daughter) 
• Marcia Swanson 
• Joyce Swift 
• Andrew Tate 
• Ron and Linda Wadham 
• Steve & Heather Waldron 
• Florence and Jacqueline Walker  (Carolyn’s 
sisters) 
• Timothy Walker 
• Dottie Watts  
• Chris Webb (Bert’s sister) 
• Kristi Weiss 
  Merciful God, 
🅲  receive our prayer. 
P   Blessing God, in Christ you gather the beloved 
community. Kindle the gifts of your Spirit in your 
people. Accompany the newly baptized, those 
recently ordained, and any beginning a new 
ministry. Inspire synodical leaders and 
congregational councils to serve with imagination 
and wisdom. Merciful God, 
🅲  receive our prayer. 
P   Promising God, your faithfulness endures 
throughout all generations. We give thanks for those 
who have died in Christ, trusting that we will be 
united with them and all the saints in Christ’s 
resurrection life. Merciful God, 
🅲  receive our prayer. 
P   We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, 
trusting your wisdom and power revealed in Christ 
crucified.  
🅲  Amen.  

MEAL 
 
OFFERING: We Give Thee But Thine Own (ELW 
#686) 

1 We give thee but thine own, 
whate’er the gift may be; 

all that we have is thine alone, 
a trust, O Lord, from thee. 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
P   Let us pray. 
 Liberating God, you break the bonds of 
injustice and let the oppressed go free. Receive these 

offerings in thanksgiving for all your works of 
merciful power, and shape us as people of your 
justice and freedom. You we magnify and adore, 
through Jesus our Savior, 
🅲  Amen.  
 
DIALOGUE & PREFACE 
P   The Lord be with you. 
🅲  And also with you. 
P   Lift up your hearts. 
🅲  We lift them to the Lord. 
P   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
🅲  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P   It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we 
should at all times and in all places give thanks and 
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through 
our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame 
death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 
opened to us the way of everlasting life.  
 And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise 
your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 207) 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest, 
hosanna in the highest. 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P   Blessed are you, O holy God: you are the Life 
and Light of all. By your powerful word you created 
all things. Through the prophets you called your 
people to be a light to the nations.  
 Blessed are you for Jesus, your Son. He is your 
Light, shining in our darkness and revealing to us 
your mercy and might. 
 In the night in which he was betrayed, our 
Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this 
is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for 
the remembrance of me. 
 Remembering, therefore, his preaching and 
healing, his dying and rising, and his promise to 
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come again, we await that day when all the universe 
will rejoice in your holy and life-giving light. 
 By your Spirit bless us and this meal, that, 
refreshed with this heavenly food, we may be light 
for the world, revealing the brilliance of your Son. 
Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty 
Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. 
🅲  Amen 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
P   Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us 
pray as Jesus taught us.  
🅲 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed 
be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven: 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory,forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P   Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 154) 
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world 

away; 
you suffered death our lives to save: have mercy 

now, we pray. 
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world 

away; 
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mercy 

now, we pray. 
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world 

away; 
eternal peace with God you made: give us your 

peace, we pray. 
THANKSGIVING SONG: “Jesu, 
Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love” 
(ELW #708)  

Refrain: Jesu, Jesu, 
fill us with your love, 
show us how to serve 

the neighbors we have from 
you. 

1: Kneels at the feet of his 
friends, 

silently washes their feet, 
master who acts as a slave to 

them. Refrain 

2: Neighbors are wealthy and poor, 
varied in color and race, 

neighbors are near us and far away. Refrain 
 

3: These are the ones we will serve, 
these are the ones we will love; 

all these are neighbors to us and you. Refrain 
 

4: Kneel at the feet of our friends, 
silently washing their feet: 

this is the way we will live with you. Refrain. 
©  1969 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights 

reserved. Used by permission. under OneLicence.net permit #A-733643 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P   Let us pray. 
 Holy One, we thank you for the healing that 
springs forth abundantly from this table. Renew our 
strength to do justice, love kindness, and journey 
humbly with you. 
🅲  Amen. 

SENDING 
 
BLESSING 
P   The God who faithfully brings forth justice 
and breaks the oppressor’s rod ☩ bless, strengthen, 
and uphold you, today and always. 
🅲  Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG: “Every Time I Feel the Spirit” 
(ACS #942) vv. 1 & 3 

Refrain: Every time I feel the spirit moving in my 
heart, I will pray. 

Every time I feel the spirit moving in my heart, I 
will pray. 

1: Upon the mountain my Lord spoke, 
out of his mouth came fire and smoke. Refrain 

2: All around me looked so fine, 
asked my Lord if all was mine. 

Refrain 
3: Jordan river, chilly and cold, 
chills the body but not the soul. 

Refrain 
 
DISMISSAL 
P   Go in peace. Follow the way of 
Jesus. 
🅲  Thanks be to God! 
Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright 
© 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission: annual permit 
#SAS017083
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Grace Receipts: December 26, 2022-January 1, 2023 
 
General offering ........................................ $ 2,235.00 
Benevolence .................................................... $ 25.00 
Initial offering / envelopes ............................. $ 14.00 
New Year ...................................................... $ 152.00 
Altar flowers ................................................. $ 180.00 
Bulletins .......................................................... $ 90.00 
Grace Endowment .......................................... $ 50.00 
Pastor’s benefits package ............................. $ 165.00 
From non-members: 
 General offering .................................. $ 630.00 
 Grace Welcome Center ........................ $ 100.00 
Minus internet banking fees ........................ $ (48.07) 
Total  .......................................................... $ 3,592.93 
Grace weekly budget in 2022: $ 3,269.56 
 

 Notes: You can contribute by mail, or 
electronically through the “Donations” link at 
GraceKenosha.com. 
 

Council Reports Due 
 
 Church council will meet after the worship 
service on January 15. Council members are asked 
to send their reports in to Jarlene by January 7. 
 

Bulletin, Flower Sponsors 
 
 Thank you to Jarlene Kriehn for giving the altar 
flowers and sponsoring worship bulletins this 
Sunday. 

 

Quick Takes 
 

Men’s Group 
 Men’s group will have an important 
meeting after the worship service this Sunday. 
Please join us for a Men’s Group Lunch and 
meeting. We will discuss our first men’s 
conference and the next chili fundraiser.  We 
look forward to seeing all the men of Grace 
there! 

Mural Magnets 
 Get your mural magnet and sticker.  If 
you have not yet received a sticker and 
magnet of our Caring for Creation mural, 
please see Pastor Barker on Sunday right after 
worship. 

Fridays for Our Future 
 Join us each Friday from noon to 1:00 as 
Bill Gregory leads us in advocating for a 
livable future. We gather at the intersection of 
39th Avenue and 75th Street in front of the 
Triangle Shop. 

Freezing for a Reason 
 Announcing the 3rd Annual Freezing for a 
Reason!  We will have our 3rd annual freezing 
for a reason starting on Friday, February 10 at 
11:00 am, going to Saturday, February 11 at 
4:00 pm.  There are many volunteer 
opportunities to help with this. 
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Grace Lutheran Church 
2006 60th Street 
Kenosha, Wisconsin 53140-3893 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
www.GraceKenosha.com + www.facebook.com/GraceElcaKenosha/ 
Worship services in sanctuary and on Facebook Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 
Pastor Jonathan Barker: jonathan.w.barker17@gmail.com ' 626-864-6404 
Church office: graceoffice@wi.rr.com ' 262-654-9143 
Office hours: 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Tuesday through Friday 
 

Congregational Meeting 
Scheduled February 19 

 
 Grace congregation’s annual meeting is 
scheduled after the worship service on Sunday, 
February 19 (a change from the date announced 
here last week).  
 As the ministries of our congregation grow we 
have realized we need more council members.  The 
two new chairs will be “Mercy Ministries” and 
“Peace and Justice.”  Please let Pastor Barker or 
someone from council know if you would be 
interested in either of these positions.  
 Council members and ministers are asked to 
submit their annual reports to the church office by 
February 7. 
 

Pastor Sets New Office Hours 
 
 As Pastor gets ready to welcome Baby Barks 
into his life his office days of Grace have changed.  
His office days will now be Sunday through 
Wednesday.   
 He will, however, be available for Pastoral Care 
needs the other days of the week. 


