
 

 
 
 
 
 

December 18, 2022 

Celebrate the Reason for the Season Christmas Eve & Day 
  
  Our Christmas Eve Service of Lessons and 
Carols will be at 4:30 p.m. Saturday, December 24.  
 Christmas Day falls on a Sunday this year, so 
we hope you will join us to worship and praise the 
Lord at 9:30 a.m.  

 We are told that this is one 
of two times a year when people 
are most receptive to an 
invitation to come to church. 
Invite a friend! 

Gathering Liturgy for Fourth Sunday of Advent  
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT 
WREATH 
'  Praise to you, who lives 
with us, sharing our flesh and 
bones. As Mary waited and 
Joseph dreamed, so we wait and 
dream for you. Bless us and let 
your face shine upon us, more 
radiant than these candles, and 
more dear than all else we seek. 
Restore us when we fail to refuse 
the evil and choose the good, and 
banish all our fears. We pray in 
the name of Emmanuel, your 
promised child and our Savior. 
🅲  Amen. 
 
ELW #240 
1: Light one candle to watch for 

Messiah: 
let the light banish darkness. 
He shall bring salvation to 

Israel, 
God fulfills the promise. 

2: Light two candles to watch for 
Messiah: 

let the light banish darkness. 
He shall feed the flock like a 

shepherd, 
gently lead them homeward. 

3: Light three candles to watch 
for Messiah: 

let the light banish darkness. 
Lift your heads and lift high the 

gateway 
for the King of glory. 

4: Light four candles to watch 
for Messiah: 

let the light banish darkness. 
He is coming, tell the glad 

tidings. 
Let your lights be shining! 

© 1984 Fortress Press, admin. Augsburg 
Fortress All rights reserved. Reprinted by 
permission under OneLicence.net permit #A-
733643 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
P   Blessed be the Lord, the 
God of Israel, who alone does 
wondrous things. 
🅲  Blessed be God’s name 
forever. Amen. 
P   Beloved, now is the time to 
wake from sleep. Let us confront 
our sins, and confess them to the 
one who is merciful and just. 
 God of new beginnings, 
🅲  we confess that we have 
not welcomed your holy 
reign. We have strayed from 
your paths. We prepare for 

war instead of peace. We 
dishonor one another and 
your creation. Purify us with 
your refining fire and set us 
again on your way of love, 
that we may bear fruit 
worthy of repentance, and 
welcome your coming 
among us. Amen. 
P   People of God, a new thing 
is growing in our midst, a tender 
branch, a living sign. By water 
and the Spirit you are joined to 
this wonder. You have put on ☩ 
Christ, and your sins have been 
washed away. Rejoice in the way 
of the Lord. 
🅲  Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG: “My Soul 
Proclaims Your Greatness” (ELW 
#251) vv. 1 & 3 

1:  My soul proclaims your 
greatness, Lord; 

I sing my Savior's praise! 
You looked upon my lowliness, 

and I am full of grace. 
Now every land and every age 
this blessing shall proclaim— 
great wonders you have done 

for me, 
and holy is your name. 



3: To Israel, your servant blest, 
your help is ever sure; 

the promise to our parents made 
their children will secure. 

Sing glory to the Holy One, 
give honor to the Word, 

and praise the Power of the Most 
High, 

one God, by all adored. 
© 1995 Augsburg Fortress. All rights 
reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
OneLicence.net permit #A-733643 

GREETING 
P   The grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
🅲  And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P   Let us pray.  

 Stir up your power, Lord 
Christ, and come. With your 
abundant grace and might, free 
us from the sin that hinders our 
faith, that eagerly we may receive 
your promises, for you live and 
reign with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, one God, 
now and forever. 
🅲  Amen. 

Fourth Sunday of Advent Readings 
 
Isaiah 7:10–16 

he LORD spoke to Ahaz, 
saying, Ask a sign of the 
LORD your God; let it be 

deep as Sheol or high as heaven. 
 But Ahaz said, I will not 
ask, and I will not put the LORD 
to the test.  
 Then Isaiah said: “Hear 
then, O house of David! Is it too 
little for you to weary mortals, 
that you weary my God also? 
Therefore the LORD himself will 
give you a sign. Look, the young 
woman is with child and shall 
bear a son, and shall name him 
Immanuel. He shall eat curds 
and honey by the time he knows 
how to refuse the evil and choose 
the good. For before the child 
knows how to refuse the evil and 
choose the good, the land before 
whose two kings you are in dread 
will be deserted.” 
 
Psalm 80:1–7, 17–19 
1Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, 

leading Joseph like a flock; 
  shine forth, you that are 

enthroned upon the cherubim. 
2In the presence of Ephraim, 

Benjamin, and Manasseh, 
  stir up your strength and 

come to help us. 
3Restore us, O God; 
  let your face shine upon us, 

and we shall be saved. 
4O LORD GOd of hosts, 
  how long will your anger 

fume when your people 
pray?  

5You have fed them with the 
bread of tears; 

  you have given them bowls 
of tears to drink. 

6You have made us the 
derision of our neighbors, 

  and our enemies laugh 
us to scorn. 

7Restore us, O God of hosts; 
  let your face shine upon us, 

and we shall be saved. … 
17Let your hand be upon the 

one at your right hand, 
  the one you have made 

so strong for yourself. 
18And so will we never turn away 

from you; 
  give us life, that we may call 

upon your name. 
19Restore us, O LORD God of 

hosts; 
  let your face shine upon 

us, and we shall be saved.  
  
Romans 1:1–7 

aul, a servant of Jesus 
Christ, called to be an 
apostle, set apart for the 

gospel of God, which he 
promised beforehand through 
his prophets in the holy 
scriptures, the gospel concerning 
his Son, who was descended from 
David according to the flesh and 
was declared to be Son of God 
with power according to the 
spirit of holiness by resurrection 
from the dead, Jesus Christ our 
Lord, through whom we have 
received grace and apostleship to 
bring about the obedience of 

faith among all the Gentiles for 
the sake of his name, including 
yourselves who are called to 
belong to Jesus Christ, 
 To all God’s beloved in Rome, 
who are called to be saints:  
  Grace to you and peace from 
God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 1:18–25 

ow the birth of Jesus the 
Messiah took place in this 
way. When his mother 

Mary had been engaged to 
Joseph, but before they lived 
together, she was found to be 
with child from the Holy Spirit. 
Her husband Joseph, being a 
righteous man and unwilling to 
expose her to public disgrace, 

planned to 
dismiss her 
quietly.  
 But just 
when he had 
resolved to do 
this, an angel 
of the Lord 
appeared to 

him in a dream and said, 
“Joseph, son of David, do not be 
afraid to take Mary as your wife, 
for the child conceived in her is 
from the Holy Spirit. She will 
bear a son, and you are to name 
him Jesus, for he will save his 
people from their sins.”  
 All this took place to fulfill 
what had been spoken by the 
Lord through the prophet: 

T 

P 

N 
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 “Look, the virgin shall conceive 
and bear a son, 
  and they shall name him 
Emmanuel,” 
which means, “God is with us.” 

 When Joseph awoke from 
sleep, he did as the angel of the 
Lord commanded him; he took 
her as his wife, but had no 
marital relations with her until 

she had borne a son; and he 
named him Jesus. 
 

Creed, Prayers, and Communion Liturgy 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 
(ELW #257) vv. 1 & 2 

1:     O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
and ransom captive Israel, 

that mourns in lonely exile here 
until the Son of God appear. 

Refrain: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
shall come to you, O Israel. 

2: O come, O Wisdom from on high, 
embracing all things far and nigh: 

in strength and beauty come and stay; 
teach us your will and guide our way. Refrain 

 
CREED 
🅲  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, 
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended 
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 
catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
INTRODUCTION TO PRAYERS: “Lord, Listen to 
Your Children Praying” (ELW #752) 

Lord, listen to your children praying, 
Lord, send your Spirit in this place; 

Lord, listen to your children praying, 
send us love, send us power, send us grace. 

“Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying” by Ken Medema copyright © 
1973 Hope Publishing Co. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission 
under OneLicence.net permit #A-733643 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
P   As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s 
presence, let us pray for a world that yearns for new 
hope. 
 God our shepherd, let your Spirit move with 
power throughout the church. Give discernment and 

wisdom to our bishops, pastors, deacons, and lay 
leaders. Take away our fear, so that we serve and 
love, confident that you are guiding us. God, in your 
mercy, 
🅲  hear our prayer. 
P   God our source, awaken us to the beauty of the 
earth and the marvelous variety of life. Unite 
humankind in repairing and caring for your 
creation. Protect creatures and habitats in peril due 
to rising seas and warming temperatures.  God, in 
your mercy, 
🅲  hear our prayer. 
P   God our vision, raise up leaders in every nation 
who dream of freedom and justice for all people. We 
pray for the work of international organizations that 
promote peace and human rights, especially 
Amnesty International (others may be named). 
God, in your mercy, 
🅲  hear our prayer. 
P   God our helper, come to the aid of all who cry 
out to you. Shelter migrants, refugees, and those 
fleeing war and famine. Bring relief to individuals 
and families experiencing hunger, homelessness, or 
impoverishment. Comfort any who are isolated or 
lonely. God, in your mercy, 
🅲  hear our prayer. 
P   God our Emmanuel, you are with us in our life 
together. We give you thanks for gathering us in 
worship and fellowship, and we remember those 
who cannot be present. Watch over those who 
travel. Heal the sick and speed their recovery, 
especially: 
• Mary Andrews (Welcome Center volunteer) 
• Dawn Bench (Welcome Center volunteer) 
• Doug Becker (Marlene’s son) 
• Pat Bernacchi 
• Jackie Brichacek (Nancy’s sister-in-law) 
• Jean Boothe  
• Hank Buehrens 
• Andrew Calvert 
• Barb Caputo 
• Holly Cummings 
• Eric Dangerfield (Carolyn’s boyfriend)  
• Pastor Rafael Escobedo 
• Gregory Foster 
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• Judy Gregory 
• Shirleen Gulick 
• Cogan Holly Hall 
• Aggie Hartnell (Bert’s mother) 
• Christine Hill 
• Dennis Houston (Dawn’s father-in-law) 
• Sydney & Skyler Houston 
• Karen Kempinen 
• David Kristopeit (Nancy’s brother-in-law)  
• Gail Miller 
• Rubel Pierce (Randy’s father) 
• Carolyn Reynold’s children Eddie, Santino, 
and Lytosha 
• Martha, Joel, and Jeanette Sanchez 
• Cynthia Schwartz (Norma’s daughter) 
• Marcia Swanson 
• Joyce Swift 
• Andrew Tate 
• Ron and Linda Wadham 
• Steve & Heather Waldron 
• Florence and Jacqueline Walker  (Carolyn’s 
sisters) 
• Timothy Walker 
• Dottie Watts  
• Chris Webb (Bert’s sister) 
• Kristi Weiss 
 God, in your mercy, 
🅲  hear our prayer. 
P   God our hope, you bring life out of death, and 
you promise to be our God forever. Shine upon the 
faithful who now rest in the fulfillment of your 
promise and bring us also into your blessed reign of 
peace.  God, in your mercy, 
🅲  hear our prayer. 
P   God of our longing, you know our deepest 
needs. By your Spirit, gather our prayers and join 
them with the prayers of all your children In Jesus’ 
name we pray. 
🅲  Amen. 

MEAL 
 
OFFERING. “We Give Thee But Thine Own” (ELW 
#686) 

We give thee but thine own, 
whate’er the gift may be; 

all that we have is thine alone, 
a trust, O Lord, from thee. 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
P   Let us pray. 
 Eternal God, you make the desert bloom and 
send springs of water to thirsty ground. Receive 
these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, and 
make us messengers of your mercy and love for all 

in need of your healing and justice. We ask this 
through Christ our Savior. 
🅲  Amen. 
 
DIALOGUE & PREFACE 
P   The Lord be with you. 
🅲  And also with you. 
P   Lift up your hearts. 
🅲  We lift them to the Lord. 
P   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
🅲  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P   It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we 
should at all times and in all places give thanks and 
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through 
our Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted your people 
with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom 
you will also make all things new in the day when he 
comes to judge the world in righteousness. 
 And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise 
your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 153) 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
Lord God of power and might: 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessèd is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P   Holy God, the Beginning and the End, 
our Salvation and our Hope, we praise you for 
creating a world of order and beauty. 
 When we brought on chaos, cruelty and 
despair, you sent the prophets to proclaim your 
justice and mercy. 
 At this end of the ages your Son Jesus came to 
bring us your love and to heal all the suffering 
world. 
 In the night in which he was betrayed, our 
Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this 
is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for 
the remembrance of me. 
 Remembering, therefore, his life, death, and 
resurrection, we await his coming again in 
righteousness and peace. Send your Spirit on us and 
on this bread and wine we share: strengthen our 
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faith, increase our hope, and bring to birth the 
justice and joy of your Son. Through him all glory 
and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy 
Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever. 
🅲  Amen 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
P   Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, 
let us pray as Jesus taught us.  
🅲  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it 
is in heaven: 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory forever. Amen 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P   Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God, who 
has come to save you. 
COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 154) 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
grant us peace, grant us peace. 

SONG: “It Came upon the Midnight Clear” (ELW 
#282)  

1:    It came upon the midnight clear, 
that glorious song of old, 

from angels bending near the earth 
to touch their harps of gold: 

“Peace on the earth, good will to all, 
from heaven’s all-gracious king.” 
The world in solemn stillness lay 

to hear the angels sing. 
2: Still through the cloven skies they come 

with peaceful wings unfurled, 
and still their heavenly music floats 

o’er all the weary world. 
Above its sad and lowly plains 
they bend on hovering wing, 
and ever o’er its babel sounds 

the blessed angels sing. 
3: And you, beneath life’s crushing load, 

whose forms are bending low, 
who toil along the climbing way 

with painful steps and slow: 

look now, for glad and golden hours 
come swiftly on the wing; 

oh, rest beside the weary road 
and hear the angels sing! 

4: For lo! The days are hastening on, 
by prophets seen of old, 

when with the ever-circling years 
shall come the time foretold, 

when peace shall over all the earth 
its ancient splendors fling, 

and all the world give back the song 
which now the angels sing. 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P   Let us pray. 

 Faithful God, in this meal you have 
remembered your mercy, bringing heaven to earth 
in the body and blood of Christ. As we wait for the 
day when all your promises will be fulfilled, sustain 
us and strengthen us by this holy mystery. Guide us 
toward your promised future, coming to birth in 
Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. 
🅲  Amen. 

SENDING 
BLESSING 
P   God the eternal Word, who dwells with us in 
Jesus, and who holds us in the grace of the Holy 
Spirit, ☩ bless you now and forever. 
🅲  Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG “Go, Tell It on the Mountain” 
(ELW #290) vv. 1 & 2 

Refrain: Go tell it on the mountain, 
over the hills and everywhere; 

go tell it on the mountain 
that Jesus Christ is born! 

1: While shepherds kept their watching 
o’er silent flocks by night, 

behold, throughout the heavens 
there shone a holy light. Refrain 

2: The shepherds feared and trembled 
when, lo, above the earth 
rang out the angel chorus 

that hailed our Savior’s birth. Refrain 
 
DISMISSAL 
P   Go in peace. Christ is near. 
🅲  Thanks be to God! 
 
Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2022 Augsburg 
Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission: annual permit 
#SAS017083 
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Come Caroling This Thursday 
  
 The Grace Lutheran 
Christmas carol-o-van will head 
out to spread holiday cheer this 
Thursday, December 22. We will 

leave the church at 5:00 p.m. We 
welcome people to sign up to 
carol, and also to let us know 
where someone would appreciate 

having our 
carolers 
come sing to 
them.

 

Grace Quick Takes 

Church Council  
 Church Council will meet this Sunday, 
December 18, after the worship service.  

Bulletin, Flower Thanks 
 Thank you to Dawn and Scott Houston for 
sponsoring the altar flowers last Sunday, and to 
Bert and Brian Felland for sponsoring December 
bulletins! 

Fridays for Our Future 
 Join us each Friday from noon to 1:00 as Bill 
Gregory leads us in advocating for a livable 
future. We gather at the intersection of 39th 
Avenue and 75th Street in front of the Triangle 
Shop. 
 

 
Elsewhere in Our Area

Advent Organ Recital Series Concludes at Trinity Lutheran 
 
 Kenosha organist Brian 
Schoettler presents a series of 
30-minute organ recitals 
throughout the month of 
December. The last recital of 
the series will be Friday, 

December 23 at Trinity Lutheran Church, 7104 39th 
Avenue, at 11:30 a.m. The concert is free and open to 
the public.  
 For more information, visit: 
www.brianschoettler.com 
www.facebook.com/schoettlermusic 

Breaking the Chains Church Invites Carolers 
 
 Breaking the Chains Church will conduct its 
annual Christmas hymn sing for the men 
incarcerated at the Kenosha Correctional Center this 
Sunday. They will gather on the sidewalk and sing 
Christmas carols via battery-operated candles to the 
men who are inside.  They will sing at Kenosha 

Correctional Center at 6353 14th Ave in Kenosha, on 
Sunday, December 18 at 6:30 p.m.  This is a family-
friendly event, and all are welcome.  If you are 
interested in participating, please contact Pastor 
David Rebey at david.rebey@gmail.com 

Sarah and Tonja delivered two truck loads of goods from 
Amazon.com this week: one with pantry food donations from 
employees and another with thousands of goods off the Grace 
Welcome Center’s wish list. 
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Steve Hartfield presents a $2,500 grant from St. Mary's Lutheran Church Endowment Foundation to Grace Welcome Center 
food pantry director Denise Russell.  

Infant Moses Ministry Offers Diapers, Wipes  
 Every Thursday, Infant 
Moses Ministry at Grace offers 
free diapers and wipes to families 
with infants. Hours of operation 
are 2:00 to 5:00 p.m. 
 A parent or authorized 
caregiver must fill out a short 

form to receive 
diapers, in limited 
quantities, along 
with a package of 
wipes. Families are 
eligible to come 
every other week. 

 Donations and 
volunteers are always 
appreciated. Text or call 
262-344-3222 for drop-
off or pick-up 
information. Thank you! 

 

Grace Receipts: December 11, 2022 
 
General offering ........................................ $ 2,236.00 
Benevolence ...................................................... $ 5.00 
Thanksgiving .................................................. $ 10.00 
Christmas ..................................................... $ 150.00 
Parking lot repair ......................................... $ 100.00 
Poinsettias ...................................................... $ 60.00 
Postage ............................................................. $ 5.00 
Via Thrivent Choice ...................................... $ 108.00 
From non-members: 

 General offering .................................. $ 260.00 
 Infant Moses ministry ...................... $ 1,850.00 
Minus internet banking fees ......................... $ (13.50) 
Total  ......................................................... $ 4,770.50 
Grace weekly budget in 2022: $ 3,269.50 
 This week’s receipts include a grant of 
$1,750.00 from St. Mary’s Lutheran Church 
Endowment Foundation for Infant Moses Ministry. 
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Grace Lutheran Church 
2006 60th Street 
Kenosha, Wisconsin 53140-3893 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
www.GraceKenosha.com 
Worship services in sanctuary Sundays at 9:30 a.m., livestreamed at www.facebook.com/GraceElcaKenosha/ 
Pastor Jonathan Barker: jonathan.w.barker17@gmail.com ' 626-864-6404 
Church office: graceoffice@wi.rr.com ' 262-654-9143 
Office hours: 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Tuesday through Friday 
 
 

	
Thank you, Mahone Middle School from the Grace Welcome Center! JoJo showed up this Monday with three 
strong men and three trucks of food donations from Mahone Middle School students and staff. 


