November 27, 2022

Gathering Liturgy for First Sunday of Advent
LIGHTING OF THE
ADVENT WREATH
Praise to
you, O God, our
salvation who is
near. You hold
us in our waiting
and keep us
awake to the
world. You show
up in our lives at
unexpected
times. Bless us
as we light this candle to keep
vigil for your arrival. We trust
that even though we do not know
the day or the hour, you hurry to
gather all people to your peace.
🅲 Amen.
ELW #240, V. 1
Light one candle to watch for
Messiah:
let the light banish darkness.
He shall bring salvation to
Israel,
God fulfills the promise.

© 1984 Fortress Press, admin. Augsburg
Fortress All rights reserved. Reprinted by
permission under OneLicence.net permit #A733643

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the Lord, the
God of Israel, who alone does
wondrous things.
🅲 Blessed be God’s name
forever. Amen.

🅲

Amen.

GATHERING SONG: “Hark!
the Glad Sound” (ELW
#239) vv. 1 & 4
1: Hark, the glad sound!
The Savior comes,
the Savior promised long;
let every heart prepare a
throne
and every voice a song.
Beloved, now is the time to
wake from sleep. Let us confront
our sins, and confess them to the
one who is merciful and just.
God of new beginnings,
🅲 we confess that we have
not welcomed your holy
reign. We have strayed from
your paths. We prepare for
war instead of peace. We
dishonor one another and
your creation. Purify us with
your refining fire and set us
again on your way of love,
that we may bear fruit
worthy of repentance, and
welcome your coming
among us. Amen.
People of God, a new thing
is growing in our midst, a tender
branch, a living sign. By water
and the Spirit you are joined to
this wonder. You have put on ☩
Christ, and your sins have been
washed away. Rejoice in the way
of the Lord.

4: Our glad hosannas,
Prince of Peace,
your welcome shall proclaim,
and heaven’s eternal arches ring
with your beloved name.
GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.
🅲 And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Stir up your power, Lord
Christ, and come. By your
merciful protection save us from
the threatening dangers of our
sins, and enlighten our walk in
the way of your salvation, for you
live and reign with the Father
and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
🅲 Amen.

First Sunday of Advent Readings
Isaiah 2:1–5
he word that Isaiah son of
Amoz saw concerning
Judah and Jerusalem:
In days to come
the mountain of the LORD’s
house
shall be established as the
highest of the mountains,
and shall be raised above the
hills;
all the nations shall stream to
it.
Many peoples shall come and
say,
“Come, let us go up to the
mountain of the LORD,
to the house of the God of
Jacob;
that he may teach us his ways
and that we may walk in his
paths.”
For out of Zion shall go forth
instruction,
and the word of the LORD
from Jerusalem.
He shall judge between the
nations,
and shall arbitrate for many
peoples;
they shall beat their swords
into plowshares,
and their spears into
pruning hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword
against nation,
neither shall they learn war
any more.
O house of Jacob,
come, let us walk
in the light of the LORD!

T

Psalm 122
1 I was glad when they said to me,
“Let us go to the house of the
LORD.”

2Now

our feet are standing
within your gates, O
Jerusalem.
3Jerusalem is built as a city
that is at unity with itself;
4to which the tribes go up,
the tribes of the LORD,
the assembly of Israel, to
praise the name of the
LORD.
5For there are the thrones of
judgment,
the thrones of the house of
David.
6Pray for the peace of
Jerusalem:
“May they prosper who
love you.
7Peace be within your walls
and quietness within your
towers.
8For the sake of my kindred
and companions,
I pray for your
prosperity.
9Because of the house of the
LORD our God,
I will seek to do you good.”
Romans 13:11–14
esides this, you know
what time it is, how it is
now the moment for you
to wake from sleep. For salvation
is nearer to us now than when we
became believers; the night is far
gone, the day is near. Let us then
lay aside the works of darkness
and put on the armor of light; let
us live honorably as in the day,
not in reveling and drunkenness,
not in debauchery and
licentiousness, not in quarreling
and jealousy. Instead, put on the
Lord Jesus Christ, and make no

B

provision for the flesh, to gratify
its desires.

GOSPEL: Matthew 24:36–44
esus said to the disciples,
“About that day and hour
no one knows, neither the
angels of heaven, nor the Son,
but only the Father. For as the
days of Noah were, so will be the
coming of the Son of Man.
“For as in those days before
the flood they were eating and
drinking, marrying and giving in
marriage, until the day Noah
entered the ark, and they knew
nothing until the flood came and
swept them all away, so too will
be the coming of the Son of Man.
Then two will be in the field; one
will be taken and one will be left.
Two women will be grinding
meal together; one will be taken
and one will be left.
“Keep awake therefore, for
you do not know on what day
your Lord is coming. But
understand this: if the owner of
the house had known in what
part of the night the thief was
coming, he would have stayed
awake and would not have let his
house be broken into. Therefore
you also must be ready, for the
Son of Man is coming at an
unexpected hour.”

J

Creed, Prayers, and Communion Liturgy
HYMN OF THE DAY: “Wake, Awake, for Night Is
Flying” (ELW #246) vv. 1 & 3
1 Wake, awake, for night is flying,
2
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the watchmen on the heights are crying;
awake, Jerusalem, at last.
Midnight hears the welcome voices,

and at the thrilling cry rejoices:
“Come forth, you maidens! Night is past.
The bridegroom comes! Awake;
your lamps with gladness take!”
Alleluia!
Rise and prepare the feast to share;
go, meet the bridegroom, who draws near.
3:
Gloria! Let heaven adore you!
Let saints and angels sing before you,
with harp and cymbal’s clearest tone.
Gates of pearl, twelve portals gleaming,
lead us to bliss beyond all dreaming,
with angel choirs around your throne.
No eye has caught the light,
no ear the thundering might
of such glory.
There we will go: what joy we’ll know!
There sweet delight will ever flow.
CREED
Confident in Christ’s resurrection, let us
proclaim our faith:
🅲 I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son,
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of
the Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
INTRODUCTION TO PRAYERS “Lord, Listen to
Your Children Praying” (ELW #752)
Lord, listen to your children praying,
Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying,
send us love, send us power, send us grace.

“Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying” by Ken Medema copyright ©
1973 Hope Publishing Co. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission
under OneLicence.net permit #A-733643

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s
presence, let us pray for a world that yearns for new
hope.
God of all, your children everywhere cry out
for mercy. Awaken the global church to the urgent
needs of our time. Break down barriers of culture

and custom and unite people of all faiths in your
redemptive and healing work. God, in your mercy,
🅲 hear our prayer.
God of wonder, the earth’s beauty and
abundance is your gift. Teach us your ways of
sharing resources and caring for life. Guard fragile
habitats, preserve the wild places, and protect
endangered plants and animals. God, in your mercy,
🅲 hear our prayer.
God of peace, you judge the nations. Beat our
weapons into tools for serving the neighbor.
Strengthen the resolve of all who work for an end to
war. We pray for lasting peace in the land of Jesus’
birth (other places of conflict may be named). God,
in your mercy,
🅲 hear our prayer.
You deliver those in need from suffering and
fear. Come to the aid of any who are exploited or
abused, especially children, elders, and victims of
human trafficking. Provide safety and help to our
neighbors without shelter, refugees, and those
fleeing violence. God, in your mercy,
🅲 hear our prayer.
God of lovingkindness, you desire fullness of
life for everyone. Fill those who hunger. Comfort the
grieving and attend to those near death. Bring help
and hope to any who are sick or needing your care,
especially:
•
Mary Andrews (Welcome Center volunteer
from St. Anthony’s)
•
Dawn Bench (Welcome Center volunteer)
•
Doug Becker (Marlene’s son)
•
Pat Bernacchi
•
Jackie Brichacek (Nancy’s sister-in-law)
•
Jean Boothe
•
Hank Buehrens
•
Andrew Calvert
•
Barb Caputo
•
Holly Cummings
•
Eric Dangerfield (Carolyn’s boyfriend)
•
Pastor Rafael Escobedo
•
Gregory Foster
•
Judy Gregory
•
Shirleen Gulick
•
Cogan Holly Hall
•
Aggie Hartnell (Bert’s mother)
•
Christine Hill
•
Dennis Houston (Dawn’s father-in-law)
•
Sydney & Skyler Houston
•
Karen Kempinen
•
David Kristopeit (Nancy’s brother-in-law)
•
Gail Miller
•
Rubel Pierce (Randy’s father)
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•
Carolyn Reynold’s children Eddie, Santino,
and Lytosha
•
Martha, Joel, and Jeanette Sanchez
•
Cynthia Schwartz (Norma’s daughter)
•
Marcia Swanson
•
Joyce Swift
•
Andrew Tate
•
Ron and Linda Wadham
•
Florence and Jacqueline Walker (Carolyn’s
sisters)
•
Timothy Walker
•
Dottie Watts
•
Kristi Weiss
God, in your mercy,
🅲 hear our prayer.
God of community, you are present when we
gather in your name. Guide congregations in
transition or conflict (especially…). Give wisdom to
congregational councils, call committees, and
ministry leaders. Keep us alert to unexpected
opportunities for mission. God, in your mercy,
🅲 hear our prayer.
God of promise, your goodness is everlasting.
We give thanks for the lives of the faithful who now
rest in you. We trust that you will bring us into the
company of all the saints with rejoicing. God, in
your mercy,
🅲 hear our prayer.
God of our longing, you know our deepest
needs. By your Spirit, gather our prayers and join
them with the prayers of all your children In Jesus’
name we pray.
🅲 Amen.
MEAL
OFFERING: Doxology (ELW #884)
1 We give thee but thine own,
whate’er the gift may be;
all that we have is thine alone,
a trust, O Lord, from thee.
OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
Eternal God, you make the desert bloom and
send springs of water to thirsty ground. Receive
these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, and
make us messengers of your mercy and love for all
in need of your healing and justice. We ask this
through Christ our Savior.
🅲 Amen.
DIALOGUE & PREFACE
The Lord be with you.
4
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🅲

And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.

🅲

We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

🅲

It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we
should at all times and in all places give thanks and
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through
our Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted your people
with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom
you will also make all things new in the day when he
comes to judge the world in righteousness.
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise
your name and join their unending hymn:
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 144)
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
Lord God of power and might:
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessèd is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy God, the Beginning and the End,
our Salvation and our Hope, we praise you for
creating a world of order and beauty.
When we brought on chaos, cruelty and
despair, you sent the prophets to proclaim your
justice and mercy.
At this end of the ages your Son Jesus came to
bring us your love and to heal all the suffering
world.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our
Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this
is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for
the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his life, death, and
resurrection, we await his coming again in
righteousness and peace. Send your Spirit on us and
on this bread and wine we share: strengthen our
faith, increase our hope, and bring to birth the
justice and joy of your Son. Through him all glory
and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy
Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever.
🅲 Amen

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us
pray as Jesus taught us.
🅲 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed
be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven:
Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory forever. Amen

in the body and blood of Christ. As we wait for the
day when all your promises will be fulfilled, sustain
us and strengthen us by this holy mystery. Guide us
toward your promised future, coming to birth in
Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.
🅲 Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God, who
has come to save you.

🅲

COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 146)
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
grant us peace, grant us peace.
SONG: “This Little Light of Mine” (ELW #677)
1: This little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine;
this little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine;
this little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine,
let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.
2 Everywhere I go, I'm goin'-a let it shine;
everywhere I go, I'm goin'-a let it shine;
everywhere I go, I'm goin'-a let it shine,
let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.
3 Jesus gave it to me, I'm goin'-a let it shine;
Jesus gave it to me, I'm goin'-a let it shine;
Jesus gave it to me, I'm goin'-a let it shine,
let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
Faithful God, in this meal you have
remembered your mercy, bringing heaven to earth

SENDING
BLESSING
God the eternal Word, who dwells with us in
Jesus, and who holds us in the grace of the Holy
Spirit, ☩ bless you now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING SONG “What a Fellowship, What a Joy
Divine” (ELW #774) vv. 1 & 3
1: What a fellowship, what a joy divine,
leaning on the everlasting arms;
what a blessedness, what a peace is mine,
leaning on the everlasting arms.
Refrain: Leaning, leaning, (Leaning on Jesus,
leaning on Jesus,)
safe and secure from all alarms;
leaning, leaning, (leaning on Jesus, leaning on
Jesus,)
leaning on the everlasting arms.
3: What have I to dread, what have I to fear,
leaning on the everlasting arms?
I have blessed peace with my Lord so near,
leaning on the everlasting arms. Refrain.

“Soon and Very Soon” by Andrae Crouch, ©1976 The Sparrow Group

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is near.

🅲

Thanks be to God!

Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2022 Augsburg
Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission: annual permit
#SAS017083

Join Us for Worship Christmas Eve & Day
Our Advent worship services,
starting November 27, will begin
with the lighting of candles on the
Advent wreath. We invite
members to sign up in the narthex
to come forward to light the
candles.
Our Christmas Eve Service of
Lessons and Carols will be at 4:30

p.m. Saturday, December 24.
Please sign up in the narthex to
read one of the lessons.
Christmas Day falls on a
Sunday this year, so we invite you
to join us to worship and praise
the Lord — the reason for the
season!— at 9:30 a.m.
Grace Notes
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Carthage Festival Shares in the Wonder
Carthage College invites the
community to celebrate the
holiday season with the 148th
Annual Carthage Christmas
Festival being held on Friday,
Dec. 2, Saturday, Dec. 3, and
Sunday, Dec. 4 in the A. F.
Siebert Chapel.
This year’s event, themed
“Share in the Wonder,” will
feature performances by the
Carthage Choir, Wind Orchestra,
Carthage Philharmonic, Carthage
Treble Choir, Carthage Chorale,

and Lincoln Chamber Singers.
The festival will conclude with
the Service of Light and the
singing of “Silent Night, Holy
Night” sending audience
members forth with the joy and
reverence of the holiday season.
Reserved seating tickets for
the concert are: $10 per person.
Christmas Festival tickets are
available to purchase online or by
calling 262-551-6661.

2023 Estimate of Giving slip
for Grace Lutheran Church
In grateful response to God's love and mercy, I/we estimate my/our giving will be:
! week
$____________per

! month Current $_______________ Benevolence $_____________
! year

Name/s________________________________________________Date______________/2022
We invite you to keep this copy for your records
" -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

2023 Estimate of Giving slip
for Grace Lutheran Church
In grateful response to God's love and mercy, I/we estimate my/our giving will be:
! week
$____________per

! month Current $_____________ Benevolence $_______________
! year

Name/s__________________________________________________Date____________/2022
Phone_________________________ email/address__________________________________
Address _____________________________________________________________________
Church copy
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

4

5

6 St. Nicholas

9:30 am Worship
service
2:00 pm Carol-avan
7:00 pm NA

9:00 am-12:00
Pantry packing

9:00 am-12:00
Pantry packing
4:00-5:30 pm
Food pantry

11

12 Nuestra Señora 13 St. Lucy

9:30 am Worship
service
11:00 am Hymn
sing at Nancy’s
7:00 pm NA

de Guadalupe

9:00 am-12:00
Pantry packing

18

19

9:30 am Worship
service
11:00 am Church
council
7:00 pm NA

Wednesday

7

14

9:00 am-12:00
Pantry packing
4:00-5:30 pm
Food pantry

21

9:00 am-12:00
Pantry packing

20
9:00 am-12:00
Pantry packing
4:00-5:30 pm
Food pantry

25 Christmas Day

26 St. Stephen

27 St. John

28 Holy Innocents

9:30 am Worship
service
7:00 pm NA

9:00 am-12:00
Pantry packing

9:00 am-12:00
Pantry packing
4:00-5:30 pm
Food pantry

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1 World AIDS Day

2

8:00-9:15 am
Welcome Center
breakfast &
vaccine clinic
2:00-5:00 pm
Infant Moses

11:30 am Advent
organ concert
8:00-9:15 am
Welcome Center
breakfast

3

8

9

8:00-9:15 am
Welcome Center
breakfast
2:00-5:00 pm
Infant Moses

8:00-9:15 am
Welcome Center
breakfast

15

16 Las Posadas

17

8:00-9:15 am
Welcome Center
breakfast
2:00-5:00 pm
Infant Moses

8:00-9:15 am
Welcome Center
breakfast

10:00am-5:00pm
Holy Assembly‘s
toy give-away

22

23

24 Christmas Eve

8:00-9:15 am
Welcome Center
breakfast
2:00-5:00 pm
Infant Moses

8:00-9:15 am
GWC breakfast

4:30 pm
Christmas Eve
worship service

29

30

3 1 New Year’s

8:00-9:15 am
Welcome Center
breakfast
2:00-5:00 pm
Infant Moses

8:00-9:15 am
Welcome Center
breakfast

10

Eve

Grace Receipts: November 20, 2022
General offering ......................................... $ 1,331.00
Thanksgiving ................................................. $ 175.00
From non-members:
General offering .................................. $ 350.00
Sunday NA building use ................................. $ 35.00
Outreach for Hope grant ........................... $ 6,250.00
Minus internet banking fees ........................ $ (16.00)
Total .......................................................... $ 8,125.00
Grace weekly budget in 2022: $ 3,269.50

NOTES: These figures do not include offerings
received during the Thanksgiving Eve worship
service.

December Birthdays
Dec. 16: Skylar Houston
Dec. 20: Bert Felland
Dec. 22: Kenneth Wermeling
Grace Notes
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Grace Hosts First in Advent Organ Recital Series
Kenosha organist
Brian Schoettler
presents a series of 30minute organ recitals
throughout the month
of December. The
recitals take place
weekly on Fridays at
11:30 a.m. and are free
and open to the public.
Each program features a
different repertoire for the Advent and Christmas
seasons, so be sure to join us for the whole series!

December 2 at 11:30 a.m.
Grace Lutheran Church, 2006 60th Street
December 9 at 11:30 a.m.
St. Mary’s Lutheran Church, 2001 80th Street
December 16 at 11:30 a.m.
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 8760 37th Avenue
December 23 at 11:30 a.m.
Trinity Lutheran Church, 7104 39th Avenue
For more information, visit:
www.brianschoettler.com
www.facebook.com/schoettlermusic

Grace News Briefs
Anniversary, Birthday Celebrations
Please join us this Sunday as John and Leah
Schaut celebrate their anniversary with us. We will
have a short blessing during the service and then
refreshments afterwards.
Also, this Sunday, please join us as we
celebrate Gus Underwood’s birthday. We will have a
piñata for him!
Luncheon to Thank Greg
Each one of us at Grace has been blessed by
Greg Foster. Whether he threw a party on our

behalf, got us a card for a special occasion, or
thanked us profusely for our efforts volunteering,
Greg has touched all of our lives. So, we are going to
be throwing a thank you luncheon on his behalf
Sunday, December 4 right after worship.
Please sign up to bring a dish to pass, it will be
a potluck and please plan on joining us for this
special Sunday!
Fridays for Our Future
Each Friday from noon to 1:00, Bill Gregory
leads us in advocating for a livable future. Join us at
the intersection of 39th Avenue and 75th Street.

Welcome Center Gives Thanks
Lauds go out to Jarlene
Kriehn for donating $500 for the
purchase of winter boots
for Welcome Center
guests!
Grace Welcome
Center sends out thanks to
the students of Grewenow
and Franks Elementary
Schools who collected and
delivered carloads of food
for the food pantry this
month.
Thanks also to the
St. Mary’s Lutheran
Church quilters who
brought over several quilts
8
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And of course, many thanks
to the Welcome Center volunteers who continue to
help with the Tuesday
evening food pantry and
the breakfasts on
Thursday and Friday
morning. From helping
direct traffic in the cold
and rain — the line of
cars stretched back past
58th Street and 19th
Avenue last week — to
handing out groceries
and breakfasts, we could
not be of service to the
community without you!

Gather to Sing at Nancy’s
On Sunday, December 11,
Nancy Brichacek will host a
hymn sing at her home after the
morning’s worship service.

Come join in some
Christmas carols along with some
new hymns and carols. We also
hope to discuss interest in
resuming the choir.

Bishop Erickson’s Thanksgiving Message
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice.
Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord
is near.
Do not worry about anything, but in everything by
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your
requests be made known to God.
And the peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your
minds in Christ Jesus. – Philippians 4:4-9
Friends in Christ:
These words from the
Apostle Paul, often included
in our Thanksgiving worship
services, have sometimes
been hard for me to receive
and understand. How can we rejoice in the midst of
so much suffering? Especially this week, in the wake
of the news of the violent assault on our LGBTQIA+
siblings in Colorado Springs; especially this week, as
we mark the one-year anniversary of the Waukesha
Christmas Parade tragedy, remembering the six
lives lost and the countless lives impacted and
wounded by that senseless act of violence; especially
this week, as we note the continuing war in Ukraine
and countless other situations in which violence,
racism, poverty, and chaos seem to run rampant,
how can we rejoice?
I need to remind myself, however, that the
instructions by Paul are to “rejoice in the Lord.” We
do not rejoice in the circumstances of our lives, but
in the fact that God is with us in the midst of it all.
In that light, I do not interpret Paul’s invitation to
“make your requests known to God” as an invitation
to imagine that, once we lift our prayers, our job is
done. God does not, in my experience, solve our
problems for us; God grants us the wisdom, courage,
and strength we need to fashion the solutions
together.

In that spirit, I pass along to you the words
shared by Pastor Char Guiliani, chair of the synod’s
Reconciling in Christ ministry team, written in
response to the tragic events in Colorado Springs
over the weekend:
“We ask everyone to lift up in prayer those who
were directly affected by this violence, their families
and loved ones. We also ask you to lift up in prayer
the entire LGBTQIA+ community. When things like
this occur anywhere,
our community’s fear
intensifies as we
wonder who may be
next.
No matter how we
identify or whom we
love, we are all God’s beloved children.
Let us pray…
O God, where hearts are fearful and constricted,
grant courage and hope.
Where anxiety is infectious and widening, grant
peace and reassurance.
Where impossibilities close every door and window,
grant imagination and resistance.
Where distrust tests our thinking, grant healing and
illumination.
Where spirits are daunted and weakened, grant
soaring wings and strengthened dreams.
All these things we ask in the name of Jesus Christ,
our Savior.
Amen.”
– Evangelical Lutheran Worship, p. 76
I’m grateful to be in the struggle with all of you,
—Bishop Paul Erickson
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Grace Lutheran Church
2006 60th Street
Kenosha, Wisconsin 53140-3893

www.GraceKenosha.com
Worship services in sanctuary Sundays at 9:30 a.m., livestreamed at www.facebook.com/GraceElcaKenosha/
Pastor Jonathan Barker: jonathan.w.barker17@gmail.com ' 626-864-6404
Church office: graceoffice@wi.rr.com ' 262-654-9143
Office hours: 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Tuesday through Friday

Congregation Approves Plan for
Pastoral Leave
Grace members at last Sunday’s congregational
meeting approved the council’s proposal to call an interim
pastor to serve during Pastor Barker’s parental leave next
year.
The next step will be for the council to request a
candidate from the synod office in Milwaukee.

Here We Come a-Caroling
On Sunday,
December 4, we will go
out caroling. Please
sign up in the narthex if
you plan on joining us
or want us to come
caroling at your place or
for a loved one. We will
leave Grace at 2:00 p.m.
sharp to go caroling.
Darlene Schmidt displays one of the quilts donated
by the quilters of St. Mary’s Lutheran Church.
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