
 
 
 
 

 
September 25, 2022 

Gathering Liturgy for Cosmos Sunday 
 
WELCOME 
🄿  Risen Christ, 
🅲  Your presence fills the universe. 
🄿  Cosmic Christ, 
🅲  In this moment we call “now”, in this 
place we call “here,” 
🄿  Make your presence felt among us. 
🅲  Yes, make your presence known! 
 
GATHERING SONG: “How Great Thou Art” (ELW 
#856) vv. 1 & 2 

1: O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder 
consider all the works thy hand hath made, 
I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder, 

thy power throughout the universe displayed; 
Refrain: Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee, 

how great thou art! How great thou art! 
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee, 

how great thou art! How great thou art! 
2: When through the woods and forest glades I 

wander, 
I hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees; 

when I look down from lofty mountain grandeur 
and hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze; 

Refrain 
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CALL TO WORSHIP 
P   We invite all creation to worship with us. 
🅲 We invite glittering galaxies high in the 
sky to radiate the splendor of God’s presence. 
🄿  We call distant domains of space to celebrate 
with us. 
🅲 We invite nebulae, novae, and red giant 
stars to thank God for their formation in the 
universe. 
🄿  We summon that domain of stardust called 
Earth, 

🅲 To pulse with the rhythm 
of God’s presence and 
celebrate God’s glory in this 
planet garden. 
🄿  We invite millions of living 
species to dance with life, 
🅲 The turtle, the toad and 
the elephant, the earthworm, 
the ant and the dragonfly. 
🄿  We invite every creature in the 
web of creation. 

🅲 To consciously connect with others in 
this cosmic community called the universe. 
🄿  Dance, creation, dance!  
🅲 Dance with life and cosmic energy! 
We name, silently or aloud, other creatures or parts 
of the universe and invite them to join us in praising 
our Creator.  
🄿  Dance, creation, dance!	 
🅲 Dance with life and cosmic energy! 
 
REMEMBERING  
🄿  We are conscious of our place in the universe. 
🅲 We remember moments of wonder, 
sensing the infinite world of space, 
connecting with endless networks in time and 
feeling the mystery of the moment. 
🄿 We remember and rejoice. 
🅲 Thank you, God, for making us aware of 
our special place in your web of creation.  
🄿 We remember and confess that we have often 
been selfish, polluting our atmosphere and ignoring 
the needs of others – human and non-human alike – 
with whom we are closely connected in that part of 
the web of creation called planet Earth. 
🅲 We are sorry. We have polluted Earth’s 
atmosphere. We have opened a hole in the 
ozone layer. We have turned our greed into 
global warming. We have exploited the poor 
and the vulnerable. We have ignored our 



crucial connection with those parts of 
creation where we live. We have loved 
progress more than the planet. We are sorry. 
We are sorry.  
🄿 We are sorry. 
🅲 We are sorry. We are sorry. 
   
ABSOLUTION 
🄿 Christ hears your confession and forgives your 
sins against creation. I speak for Christ: I invite you 
to celebrate Earth as your home a precious part in 
the web of creation. 
🅲 Shalom! Shalom! Earth is our home! 
 
CHRIST HAVE MERCY 
🄿 As we celebrate our place in all creation,   
🅲 Christ, have mercy. 
🄿 As we connect with our worlds in all creation, 
🅲 Christ, have mercy. 
🄿 As we care for our corner of all creation, 
🅲 Christ, have mercy. 
 
GLORY TO GOD 
🄿 Glory to God in the highest! 
🅲 And peace to the cosmic community of 
the universe! 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 139) 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 
whose blood set us free to be people of God. 

Power, riches, wisdom and strength, 
and honor, blessing, and glory are his. 
This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
Sing with all the people of God, 

and join in the hymn of all creation: 
Blessing, honor, glory, and might 

be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 
For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. 

Alleluia. 
This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P   Let us pray.  
 God, our Creator, as we reflect on the mysteries 
of the universe, we celebrate the wondrous design of 
creation and the Wisdom that guides its course.  
Help us to discern how we are connected with living 
members of the cosmic community. Teach us to 
sense the presence of the cosmic Christ, whose 
presence fills and reconciles all forces in creation. 
🅲  Amen. 

Cosmos Sunday Readings 
 
Proverbs 8:22–31 

he LORD created me at the 
beginning of his work,  
 the first of his acts of long 

ago. 
Ages ago I was set up, 
 at the first, before the beginning 
of the earth. 
When there were no depths I was 
brought forth, 
 when there were no springs 
abounding with water. 
Before the mountains had been 
shaped, 
 before the hills, I was brought 
forth —  
when he had not yet made earth 
and fields,  
 or the world's first bits of soil. 
When he established the heavens, 
I was there, 
 when he drew a circle on the face 
of the deep, 
when he made firm the skies 
above, 

 when he established the 
fountains of the deep, 
when he assigned to the sea its 
limit, 
 so that the waters might not 
transgress his command, 
 when he marked out the 
foundations of the earth, 
then I was beside him, like a 
master worker;  
 and I was daily his delight, 
 rejoicing before him always, 
rejoicing in his inhabited world 
 and delighting in the human 
race. 
 
Psalm 104:24–26 
24How manifold are your works, 

O LORD! 
  In wisdom you have made 
them all; the earth is full of 
your creatures. 

25Yonder is the sea, great and 
wide, with its swarms too 
many to number, 

  living things both 
small and great. 

26There go the ships to and fro, 
  and Leviathan, which you 
made for the sport of it. 

 
	Colossians 1:15–20 

esus is the image of the 
invisible God, the 
firstborn of all creation; 

for in him all things in heaven 
and on earth were created, things 
visible and invisible, whether 
thrones or dominions or rulers or 
powers — all things have been 
created through him and for him. 
He himself is before all things, 
and in him all things hold 
together.  
 He is the head of the body, 
the church; he is the beginning, 
the firstborn from the dead, so 
that he might come to have first 
place in everything. For in him all 
the fullness of God was pleased to 

T 
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dwell, and through him God was 
pleased to reconcile to himself all 
things, whether on earth or in 
heaven, by making peace through 
the blood of his cross. 
 
GOSPEL: John 6:41–51 

hen the Jews began to 
complain about Jesus 
because he said, "I am the 

bread that came down from 
heaven."  
 They were saying, “Is not 
this Jesus, the son of Joseph, 
whose father and mother we 

know? How can he now say, ‘I 
have come down from heaven’?” 
 Jesus answered them, “Do 
not complain among yourselves. 
No one can come to me unless 
drawn by the Father who sent me; 
and I will raise that person up on 
the last day. It is written in the 
prophets, ‘And they shall all be 
taught by God.’  
 “Everyone who has heard 
and learned from the Father 
comes to me. Not that anyone has 
seen the Father except the one 
who is from God; he has seen the 
Father. 

 “Very truly, I tell you, 
whoever believes has eternal life. 
I am the bread of life. Your 
ancestors ate the manna in the 
wilderness, and they died. This is 
the bread that comes down from 
heaven, so that one may eat of it 
and not die. 
 “I am the living bread that 
came down from heaven. 
Whoever eats of this bread will 
live forever; and the bread that I 
will give for the life of the world is 
my flesh.” 
 
 

Creed, Prayers, and Communion Liturgy 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: “Touch That Soothes and Heals: 
See My Hands and Feet” (ACS #939) 

1:   Touch that soothes and heals the hurting, 
hands that break a loaf of bread; 
steps that walk beside the weary, 
bearing burdens in their stead: 

Refrain: “See my hands and feet,” said Jesus, 
love arisen from the grave. 

“Be my hands and feet,” said Jesus, 
“live as ones I died to save.” 

2: Feed the hungry, clothe the naked, 
visit ones in need of care, 

give the homeless warmth and shelter: 
Christ will find a welcome there. Refrain 

3: Love and serve without distinction 
all earth’s people, first and least. 
Know within each act of kindness 

hope and wholeness are increased. Refrain 

4: Hands that beckon little children, 
bind a wound, prepare a meal, 

feet that rush to share good tidings, 
Christ arisen, still reveal.  Refrain 

© 2002 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved. 
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CREED 
P   Let us affirm our faith together. 
PULPIT SIDE: We believe that God creates all 

things, renews all things and celebrates all 
things. 

LECTERN SIDE: We believe Earth is a sanctuary, 
a sacred planet filled with God’s presence, 
a home for us to share with our kin. 

PULPIT SIDE: We believe that God became flesh 
and blood, became a part of Earth, a 

human being called Jesus Christ, who lived 
and breathed and spoke among us, 
suffered and died on a cross, for all human 
beings and for all creation. 

LECTERN SIDE: We believe that the risen Jesus is 
the Christ at the core of creation 
reconciling all things to God, renewing all 
creation and filling the universe. 

PULPIT SIDE: We believe the Spirit renews life in 
creation groans in empathy with a 
suffering creation, and waits with us for 
the rebirth of creation. 

TOGETHER: We believe that with Christ we will 
rise and with Christ we will celebrate a new 
creation. 

 
VERSE: “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying” 
(ELW #752)  

Lord, listen to your children praying, 
Lord, send your Spirit in this place; 

Lord, listen to your children praying, 
send us love, send us power, send us grace. 

Copyright © 1973 Hope Publishing Co. All rights reserved. Reprinted by 
permission under OneLicence.net permit #A-733643 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
P   As scattered grains of wheat are gathered 
together into one bread, so let us gather our prayers 
for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good 
creation. 
 O God, rich in mercy, fill your church with 
righteousness, faith, love, endurance, and gentleness. 
Empower the baptized by your Spirit to be rich in 
good works and ready to share. God of grace, 
🅲  hear our prayer. 

T 
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P   Protect the earth and its creatures. Provide 
water, food, shelter, and favorable habitats, 
especially for endangered species. Preserve 
threatened ice caps, glaciers, parks, and beaches. 
God of grace, 
🅲  hear our prayer. 
P   Increase justice in nations, local governments, 
and courtrooms. Guide lawyers and those who hold 
public office to act with compassion and discernment 
(local authorities may be named). God of grace, 
🅲 hear our prayer. 
P   Give food to the hungry. Set the captives free. 
Lift up those who are bowed down. Watch over the 
stranger. Tend to those who are ill, especially:  
• Mary Andrews (Welcome Center volunteer 
from St. Anthony’s) 
• Dawn Bench (Welcome Center volunteer) 
• Doug Becker (Marlene’s son) 
• Pat Bernacchi 
• Jackie Brichacek (Nancy’s sister-in-law) 
• Jean Boothe  
• Hank Buehrens 
• Andrew Calvert 
• Barb Caputo 
• Holly Cummings 
• Eric Dangerfield (Carolyn’s boyfriend)  
• Pastor Rafael Escobedo 
• Gregory Foster 
• Judy Gregory 
• Shirleen Gulick 
• Aggie Hartnell (Bert’s mother) 
• Christine Hill 
• Dennis Houston (Dawn’s father-in-law) 
• Sydney & Skyler Houston 
• Jacqueline & David Kramer 
• David Kristopeit (Nancy’s brother-in-law)  
• Rubel Pierce (Randy’s father) 
• Carolyn Reynold’s children Eddie, Santino, and 
Lytosha 
• Martha, Joel, and Jeanette Sanchez 
• Cynthia Schwartz (Norma’s daughter) 
• Marcia Swanson 
• Joyce Swift 
• Ron and Linda Wadham 
• Florence and Jacqueline Walker  (Carolyn’s 
sisters) 
• Timothy Walker 
• Dottie Watts  
• Kristi Weiss. 
 Stir us to act in the best interest of our 
neighbors. God of grace, 
🅲 hear our prayer. 
🄿  Enliven our praise. Inspire musicians, artists, 
poets, and all who create beauty in this place (those 

who plan and lead worship may be named). God of 
grace, 
🅲 hear our prayer. 
🄿  Jesus Christ, teach us to empathize with Earth. 
Make our spirits sensitive to the cries of creation, 
cries for justice from the air, the clouds and the sky, 
cries of our fellow creatures deserted and dying. 
Jesus Christ, make our faith sensitive to the groans of 
the Spirit in creation, groans of longing for a new 
creation. Jesus Christ, make our hearts sensitive to 
the songs of our kin, songs of celebration echoing 
around us. Christ, teach us to care. God of grace,  
🅲 hear our prayer. 
P  We thank you for the 25 years of partnership 
between the Diocese of Meru and the Greater 
Milwaukee Synod which has been a blessing. We 
thank you for blessing us through various unique 
projects, thanking you for opening the doors of 
Investment in our Makumira Farm and facilitating 
the start of the rented shops near the Synod office 
called the “Huduma House” project. We thank You 
for our GMS Friends who contributed to the field 
surveying exercise and have continued to enable 
economic development through the gifts for  
“Investing in Meru.” We pray for God’s continued 
blessings on the economies of each of our countries 
as we deal with rising prices and limited resources. 
God of grace,  
🅲 hear our prayer. 
P  Like the prodigal son we have misused and 
dishonored your great inheritance, our earth. By 
selfish and wasteful living, humankind poisons the 
air and water that all creation needs to breathe and 
drink. Because of this damage to our planet, the sun 
burns too hot in some areas, and it is too cold in 
others. For too long the rains do not come and when 
they do, they come in terrible storms that flood the 
land and sweep everything away.  Our crops cannot 
grow, so many are hungry. What little water we have 
is not safe to drink so many are thirsty.  
 We pray to you Lord, to save our earth. Reverse 
the climate change that threatens all life on this earth 
and restore our food crops and water supplies. Help 
us to be better keepers of our planet so it will be 
fruitful, beautiful, and peaceful for all time. Almighty 
God, in your great mercy grant us relief from heat 
and cold and bring enough rain to water our crops 
and provide clean water to drink.  O good and 
gracious God, have mercy on your children. Feed us 
in body and spirit. Satisfy the thirst in our bodies, 
and the thirst in our souls for your love. God of grace, 
🅲 hear our prayer. 
🄿  Bring comfort to the family of Ann Lausch née 
Barker (Charles Barker’s sister, Pastor’s aunt). 
Enfold the saints who have died in the arms of your 
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loving care. Grant that the holy angels accompany us 
and bring us to eternal life with them in the light of 
your presence. God of grace, 
🅲 hear our prayer. 
🄿  Gathered together in the sweet communion of 
the Holy Spirit, gracious God, we offer these and all 
our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
🅲 Amen. 
 
PEACE 
P   Let us share the peace of the Lord with one 
another. 
🅲 The peace of the Lord be with you. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

MEAL 
 
OFFERING. “We Give Thee But Thine Own” (ELW 
#686) 

We give thee but thine own, 
Whate’er the gift may be; 

All that we have is thine alone, 
A trust, O Lord, from thee. 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
P   Let us pray. 
 God, our Creator, through your love you have 
given us these gifts to share. Accept our offerings as 
an expression of our deep thanks and our concern for 
all in need on planet Earth. 
🅲  With all the universe, we bless our 
Creator. 
GREAT THANKSGIVING.  
P   The Creator be with you and all living 
creatures. 
🅲  And also with you. 
P   Open your hearts. 
🅲  We lift them to the Creator. 
P   Let us give thanks to our Creator. 
🅲  It is right to join creation in thanking 
God. 
P   God our Creator, source of everything in the 
universe, we bring before you this day, bread and 
wine and with it we bring before you the whole 
creation to say: 
🅲  Thank you, God, thank you! 
P   Thank you for joining the web of creation for 
living and dying among us to redeem us and all 
creation: 
🅲  Thank you, God, thank you! 
P   Thank you for rising to life permeating the 
universe with your Spirit to sustain and heal all 

things: 
🅲  Thank you, God, thank you! 
P   Therefore with voices of thanks echoing 
through the universe rom the first day of creation 
until this very moment in time, we praise and thank 
you singing: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 144)  

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessèd is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P   On the night when the Lord Jesus was handed 
over to be killed, he took bread and gave thanks for 
it. Then he divided the bread and said, “This is my 
body; it is for you. Eat this to remember me.”  
     In the same way, after they ate, Jesus took the cup 
of wine. He said, “This cup represents the new 
agreement from God, which begins with my blood 
sacrifice. When you drink this, do it to remember 
me.”  
         This means that every time you eat this bread 
and drink this cup, you are telling others about the 
Lord’s death until he comes again. (1 Corinthians 11:23-26 
ERV) 

🅲  Amen 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
P   We pray our common prayer that Christ taught 
us.  
🅲  Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain-
bearer, Life-giver, Source of all that is and 
that shall be, Father and Mother of us all, 
Loving God, in whom is heaven: 
 The hallowing of your name echoes 
through the universe! 
 The way of your justice be followed by 
the peoples of the world! 
 Your heavenly will be done by all created 
beings! 
 Your beloved community of peace and 
freedom sustain our hope and come on earth. 
 With the bread we need for today, feed 
us. 
 In the hurts we absorb from one 
another, forgive us. 
 In times of temptation and test, 
strengthen us. 
 From trials too great to endure, spare us. 
 From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 
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 For you reign in the glory of the power 
that is love, now and forever. Amen. 
(Adapted from The New Zealand Book of Prayer | He Karakia Mihinare 
o Aotearoa. This version of the Lord’s prayer was influenced by Maori 
theologians) 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P   Come, for all things are now ready. Come to the 
space of this table. To the time of this moment called 
"now”. For here and now, the Christ who fills the 
universe, fills each of you with healing.  
🅲 May we who share these gifts, share the 
cosmic Christ with one another. 
COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 146) 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
grant us peace. 

 
SONG: “The Cosmic Christ” (tune: NEW BRITAIN) 

1: Amazing is the Christ who died  
    To void all sin and curse, 
    Just as amazing is his life 

    That fills the universe. 
2. The risen Christ is more than one 

    Who waits on some far shore; 
    In, with and under every thing 

    Christ is the living core. 
3. The hidden Christ sustains for us 

    The blueprint of the skies, 
    The wisdom in each fragile form, 

    The soul that lights the eyes. 
4. The cosmic Christ moves deep below 

    To heal the wounds within, 
    When all creation groans in pain 

    Because of human sin. 
5.  The universe hails the Christ, the One 

     Who reconciles all things, 
           ’Til all creation rises new 

                With healing in her wings. 
 6. As Christ unites the universe, 

     Restores this Earth once more, 
     A cosmic song reverberates, 

     A rich symphonic score. 
Words: © Norman Habel 2004. Reprinted with permission. 

 
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
P   Now may the power of Christ’s body and blood 
reach deep into your heart, your mind, and your 
body to heal your wounds and through you to bring 

healing to all of Earth’s community.  In Jesus’ name. 
Amen.  
 Let us give thanks for this meal. 
🅲  We thank you, Christ, for the meal we 
have celebrated with you, and we pray that 
through your body and blood we may be 
healed and become agents of healing for 
Earth. Amen. 

SENDING 
COMMISSION 
P  Christ calls you to be his disciples, to serve him 
with love and compassion, to serve Earth by caring 
for creation to serve Christ by caring for all 
creatures.  Hold again the symbol in your hands and 
go forth to serve. Will you care for creation? 
🅲 We will care for one another. We will 
care for creation. We will celebrate with the 
universe! 
 
SENDING SONG: “Abide, O Dearest Jesus” (ELW 
#539) vv. 1 & 5 

1:   Abide, O dearest Jesus, 
among us with your grace, 
that evil may not harm us 
nor we to sin give place. 

5: Abide, O faithful Savior, 
among us with your love; 

grant steadfastness and help us 
to reach our home above. 

 
BLESSING 
P   May the Spirit of God, who is the cosmic power 
above all and in all and through all, fill you with an 
awareness of Christ’s presence permeating the 
universe and pulsing within you. 
 
DISMISSAL 
🄿 Go in peace! Serving Christ and loving Earth! 
🅲 We go in peace, serving Christ and loving 
Earth. 
 
Portions of the liturgy are from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 
2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission: 
annual permit #SAS017083. 
Other portions of the liturgy are from 
https://seasonofcreation.com/worship-resources/liturgies/series-c-the-
wisdom-series and https://www.lutheranworld.org/ 
 

Altar Flowers & Bulletins 
 
 We thank Randy and Paula Pierce for 
sponsoring worship bulletins in the month of 
September. 
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‘God So Loved the Cosmos’ 
 

By Rev. Cindy Bullock 
 This Sunday is Cosmos 
Sunday. We are thinking big. We 
are considering the universe, 
known and unknown. Seen and 
unseen. Concrete and mysterious. 
From the vastness of 
space out beyond us to 
the smallest cells 
within us. Everything 
that is. The cosmos. 
  Our word 
“cosmos” derives from 
the Greek word 
“kosmos.” The word 
appears one hundred 
and eighty-six times in 
the New Testament; a 
hundred and eighty-six times, all 
over the New Testament. It is 
translated a hundred and eighty-
five of those times by the same 
English word.  
 Interestingly enough, that 
word is not “cosmos.” It is not 

“universe.” It is not “creation.” It 
is not “all things.”  
 A hundred and eighty-five 
times in the New Testament, the 
Greek word “kosmos” is  
translated as “world,” as in, “God 

so loved the 
world.” But 
really it’s “God so 
loved the 
kosmos” that 
God sent God’s 
only Son. 
 And going 
on in John 3, we 
read, “Indeed, 
God did not send 
the Son into the 

kosmos to condemn the kosmos, 
but in order that the kosmos 
might be saved through him.” 
 God so loved the cosmos 
that God sent God’s only Son. Not 
out in the cosmos, but specifically 
to the earth. A  backwater planet 

circling a minor sun. God sent 
God’s only Son not just to the 
cosmos, and not just to earth, but 
to a human body. So small, so 
fragile, so ordinary. 
 This is the end of our 
Season of Creation, the last 
Sunday. But we encourage you 
to remember that we are all part 
of God’s good cosmos. The 
oceans, the flora and fauna, the 
storms and weather, the whole 
universe, are sisters and brothers 
in this creation. This creation is 
all loved and cared for. And we 
must care for this creation as God 
has called us to do. We must 
notice it. We must honor it. We 
must protect it and nurture it. It 
is us. We are the cosmos, and it is 
us. And God loves it all. 

 

Synod Marks Quarter Century of Partnership with Meru Diocese 
 Every year on the fourth Sunday in September, 
the Greater Milwaukee Synod and Diocese of Meru in 
Tanzania celebrate our partnership with a Common 
Day of Prayer.  This year we celebrate 25 years of 
partnership, and have prepared together, prayers we 
shared with each other during a recent Zoom 
worship service.   

 To view recording of the September 10 worship 
service, go to www.partnerswithmeru.org and click 
on the 25th Partnership Celebration link.  The 
celebration includes reflections on the partnership by 
Bishop Paul Erickson, Bishop Elias Kitoi Nasari, 
Bishop Peter Rogness (retired), Bishop Paulo Akyoo 
(retired), Bishop Paul Stumme-Diers (retired) and 
Bishop Jeff Barrow (retired). 
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Season of Creation Closes with Blessing of Pets 
 
 We plan a Blessing of Pets 
next Sunday, October 2. We invite 
you to bring a pet, or a photo or 
drawing, or even a stuffed toy to 
represent your pet, to be included 
in the blessing during the worship 
service. 
 In the Scriptures, the act of 
blessing means “the imparting of 

power or life.” The person 
performing the blessing is 
mediating that power from 
God to the person or the 
animal involved. To bless is 
more than an expression of 
goodwill and caring. To 
bless is to impart God’s 
power in person! 

 The blessing of 
each animal, by name, 
means that health, 
healing, and life are 
being mediated from 
God for the benefit of 
the animal in its 
relationship with its 

human partners. 
 

Grace Quick Takes 
Men’s Group 

 
 Men’s Group’s next meeting will be after the 
worship service on Sunday, October 2. 

Book Study 
 
 You are welcome to join our book study group, 
reading Open Heart, Open Mind by Thomas Keating. 
Dick Kauffman leads this study on contemplative 
prayer, continuing this Thursday, September 29 at 
6:30 p.m.  
 

Fridays for Our Future Rally 
 
 Each Friday from noon to 1:00, Bill Gregory  

leads us in advocating for a livable future. Join us at 
the intersection of 39th Avenue and 75th Street. 
 

Ann E. Lausch 
 
 We ask that you add to your prayers the family 
of Ann Lausch, sister of Charles Barker and aunt of 
Pastor Jonathan Barker. Mrs. Lausch died this week 
in Fort Collins, Colorado; funeral arrangements are 
pending. 
 

Office Secretary Will Be Away 
 
 Our office secretary, Paul, will be out of the 
office October 5-10 to attend a cartoonists 
convention in Columbus, Ohio.

Power Failure Knocks Out Phones, Some Basement Lighting 
 
 Grace Lutheran Church has experienced a 
power failure since last week that necessitates 
replacing the wiring 
supplying power from the 
main switchbox in the 
furnace room to a breaker 
box in the gymnasium. The 
casing for the wiring had 
corroded to the point 
where it shorted out power 
to the gymnasium, 
northwest corner of the 
basement, and our entire 
phone system. 
 We had no electricity in the entire building 
September 14 and 15; Grace Infant Moses Ministry 
and Amistad Cristiana had to cancel services on 
those days. While power has been restored to the rest 

of the building, restoring electricity to the originally 
affected systems had not yet begun at press time. 
 We are truly sorry for the difficulty this may 
cause our family and community, and we apologize 
for not answering messages left with our phone 
carrier (we haven’t been able to get to them). In the 
meantime, please contact the church office by email  
at graceoffice@wi.rr.com. 
 

Grace Receipts: September 18, 2022 
 
General offering .......................................... $ 1,097.00 
Benevolence ................................................... $ 150.00 
Parking lot repair ............................................. $ 10.00 
From non-members:  
 General offering ................................... $ 300.00 
Total  ........................................................... $ 1,570.00 
Grace weekly budget in 2022:  ................... $ 3,269.50 
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ELCA Outreach Center Celebrates 25 Years of Service 
 
 Join fellow members of 
Kenosha’s ELCA congregations as we 
praise God for the indispensable work 
of the ELCA Outreach Center. A Night 
of Worship to benefit the ELCA 
Outreach Center is planned this 
Sunday, September 25 from 1:00 to 
6:30 p.m. at the Pennoyer Park 

Bandshell. Enjoy food and live music all 
afternoon. The Spirit Alive! Band will lead 
a worship service at 5:00 with guest 
preacher Danielle Nixon, Assistant 
Director of the ELCA Outreach Center. 
The event is free; a free-will offering will 
be accepted to support the ministry of the 
Outreach Center.

Bishop Erickson’s Pastoral Letter on Education 
 

by Bishop Paul D. Erickson 
 In recent years, we have 
witnessed a significant increase in 
public discourse surrounding the 
curricula used in our public 
schools, specifically regarding 
instruction on issues related to 
race, gender identity, and sexual 
orientation. We have also seen a 
rise in conflict in our local school 
boards, in Wisconsin and 
elsewhere, regarding who should 
serve on these boards and what 
role these boards should play in 
determining which books should 
be read and which topics should 
or should not be covered by the 
teachers of our children and 
youth. The purpose of this 
statement is to declare the 
Greater Milwaukee Synod 
supports an educational system 
that incorporates a robust 
consideration of diverse views 
and resources and seeks to 
develop the critical thinking skills 
that are a necessary component of 
an engaged and enlightened 
citizenry. 
 When this doesn’t happen, 
when important voices are 
silenced or significant events and 
movements in history are ignored 
because they may cause some to 
be uncomfortable, our students 
are deprived of the opportunity to 
develop into the thoughtful, 
engaged, and respectful citizens 
we so desperately need. We 
recognize that we live in 
challenging and divided times, 

and we may be tempted to shy 
away from controversial topics 
and difficult conversations. We 
believe that the road to a just and 
inclusive society does not avoid 
conflict and controversy, but 
travels through it as we listen, 
learn, and grow. 

 In the 2007 ELCA Social 
Statement “Our Calling in 
Education,” we affirm that 
“schools — all schools — should 
strive above all to be communities 
in which people with distinct 
roles join together in mutual 
respect around the common 
concern for learning, teaching, 
and knowing. Communities of 
learning and teaching ought to be 
places of thoughtful and civil 
instruction and dialogue.” 
 We therefore reject all 
efforts to limit or prohibit the 
discussion of the history and 
legacy of racial discrimination 
and systemic racism, sexual 

orientation, and gender identity. 
We support efforts to incorporate 
parents, educators, those with 
experience in the educational 
process, counselors, communities 
of color, and the LGBTQIA+ 
communities in building a 
curriculum that deals with these 
realities in age-appropriate and 
sensitive ways, allowing parents 
to opt their children out if they 
are uncomfortable. 
 As people of faith, we pray 
for a time when racism will be 
overcome, and people of all 
gender identities and sexual 
identities be recognized as people 
of dignity who find justice and 
inclusion in the communities 
where we reside. We call upon 
our governmental officials and 
educational leaders to join us in 
working to make this vision a 
reality. 
 
 The 2022 Greater 
Milwaukee Synod Assembly 
passed a resolution directing 
Bishop Erickson to “draft a 
public statement advocating 
against the prohibition of 
controversial issues related to 
race, gender, and sexuality in 
schools and other educational 
settings.” This letter has been 
sent to the Wisconsin State 
Assembly, Senate, Office of the 
Governor, and Office of the 
Superintendent of Public 
Education.
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Grace Lutheran Church 
2006 60th Street 
Kenosha, Wisconsin 53140-3893 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
https://www.GraceKenosha.com 
Worship services in-person and livestreamed at www.facebook.com/GraceElcaKenosha/ 9:30 a.m. Sunday 
Pastor Jonathan Barker: jonathan.w.barker17@gmail.com ' 626-864-6404 
Church office: graceoffice@wi.rr.com ' 262-654-9143  
Office hours: 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Tuesday through Friday	 

 


