September 11, 2022

Gathering Liturgy for Animal Sunday
WELCOME
🄿
In the name of the Creator of all animal life,
the name of Christ, the lamb of God, and the name
of the Spirit, the breath in all life. Amen.
🅲
Holy! Holy! Holy! Earth is filled with
God’s presence.
🄿
Christ, we come into your presence today, to
worship in this sanctuary Earth,
🅲
Holy! Holy! Holy! Earth
is filled with your presence.
GATHERING SONG: “For the Fruit
of All Creation” (ELW #835) vv.
1&2
1: All creatures, worship God
most high!
Sound every voice in earth and
sky: Alleluia! Alleluia!
Sing, brother sun, in splendor bright;
sing, sister moon and stars of night:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
2: Sing, brother wind; with clouds and rain
you grow the gifts of fruit and grain: Alleluia!
Alleluia!
Dear sister water, useful, clear,
make music for your Lord to hear:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
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CALL TO WORSHIP
We invite our animal family to worship with us
🅲
All our kin living on this planet, from
the busiest bee to the tallest giraffe.
🄿
We remember our animal relatives who have
become extinct,
🅲
Dinosaurs, dodos and Texas grey
wolves, Oregon bison and the woolly
mammoth.

🄿
We join our brothers and sisters in praising
God,
🅲
Gliding eagles and watchful cougars,
Gorillas in the mist and polar bears in the
snow.
🄿
We summon the kin we have come to love,
🅲
The stray cat and the backyard dog, the
goat, the pony, and the little
lamb.
🄿
All our animal family in all
the world,
🅲
Raise your voices to the
skies in a family festival of
praise.
🄿
Sing, family, sing!
🅲
A song of praise for all
creatures!
We name, silently or aloud,
other living creatures and invite them to join us in
praising our Creator.
🄿
We celebrate with the entire animal family.
🅲
Sing, family, sing!

REMEMBERING
🄿
Remember too those of our kin who are
endangered, those who have had their homes
destroyed, and those who have become extinct,
through human greed and exploitation.
🅲
We hear creation groaning. We hear
fellow creatures crying out in pain. And we
hear members of our animal family weeping.
ABSOLUTION
🄿
Christ, who was deeply grieved in Gethsemane,
knows your sorrow and shares the suffering of all
creatures.
🅲
Christ, teach us compassion for the life
around us that suffers.

🄿
I speak for Christ: I affirm your compassion.
Come now, embrace those in pain, and care for
those in danger.
🅲
Shalom! Shalom! We embrace those in
pain.

CHRIST HAVE MERCY
🄿
As we come home to Earth,
🅲
Christ, have mercy.
🄿
As we share Earth with our kin,
🅲
Christ, have mercy.
🄿
As we care for creatures in danger,
🅲
Christ, have mercy.
GLORY TO GOD
🄿
Glory to God in the highest!
🅲
And peace with our kin in creation!
CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 139)
This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
whose blood set us free to be people of God.
Power, riches, wisdom and strength,
and honor, blessing, and glory are his.

This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Sing with all the people of God,
and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing, honor, glory, and might
be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.
For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign.
Alleluia.
This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.

🅲

God, our Creator, we celebrate with all
living creatures today. Help us to see your
presence, not only in human history but also
in the stories of our kin in creation, the great
animal family. Teach us to hear the good
news of God’s loving care ringing through
the kingdoms of the wild. Rejoice with us as
we behold the mysteries of your Wisdom
implanted in all creatures. In the name of
Christ who fills heaven and Earth. Amen.

Animal Sunday Readings
Job 38:1–12, 26–30
o you know when the
mountain goats give
birth?
Do you observe the calving of the
deer?
Can you number the months that
they fulfill,
and do you know the time when
they give birth,
when they crouch to give birth to
their offspring,
and are delivered of their young?
Their young ones become strong,
they grow up in the open;
they go forth, and do not return
to them.
“Who has let the wild ass go free?
Who has loosed the bonds of the
swift ass,
to which I have given the steppe
for its home,
the salt land for its dwelling
place?
It scorns the tumult of the city;
it does not hear the shouts of the
driver.
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It ranges the mountains as its
pasture,
and it searches after every green
thing.
“Is the wild ox willing to serve
you?
Will it spend the night at your
crib?
Can you tie it in the furrow with
ropes,
or will it harrow the valleys after
you?
Will you depend on it because its
strength is great,
and will you hand over your
labor to it?
Do you have faith in it that it will
return,
and bring your grain to your
threshing floor? …
“Is it by your wisdom that the
hawk soars,
and spreads its wings toward the
south?
Is it at your command that the
eagle mounts up
and makes its nest on high?

It lives on the rock and makes its
home
in the fastness of the rocky crag.
From there it spies the prey;
its eyes see it from far away.
Its young ones suck up blood;
and where the slain are, there it
is.”
Psalm 104:14–23, 31
14You make grass grow for the
cattle, and plants to serve
humankind;
that they may bring forth food
from the earth,
15wine to gladden human
hearts, oil to make the
face shine,
and bread to strengthen
the human heart.
16The trees of the LORD are well
supplied,
the cedars of Lebanon that you
planted,
17in which the birds build
their nests,

while the stork makes the fir
trees its dwelling.
18The high hills belong to the
mountain goats,
and the stony cliffs are a refuge
for the badgers.
19You made the moon to
mark the seasons,
and the sun knows the
time of its setting.
20You bring on darkness that it
may be night,
in which all the beasts of the
forest prowl.
21The lions roar for their
prey
seeking their food from
God.
22The sun rises, and they
withdraw
and lay themselves down in
their dens.
23People go forth to their
work
and to their labor until the
evening. …
31May the glory of the LORD
endure forever;
O LORD, rejoice in all your
works.
1 Corinthians 1:10–23
ow be the God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who has blessed us in
Christ with every spiritual
blessing in the heavenly places,
just as he chose us in Christ
before the foundation of the
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world to be holy and blameless
before him in love.
He destined us for adoption
as his children through Jesus
Christ, according to the good
pleasure of his will, to the praise
of his glorious grace that he
freely bestowed on us in the
Beloved. In him we have
redemption through his blood,
the forgiveness of our trespasses,
according to the riches of his
grace that he lavished on us.
With all wisdom and
insight he has made known to us
the mystery of his will, according
to his good pleasure that he set
forth in Christ, as a plan for the
fullness of time, to gather up all
things in him, things in heaven
and things on earth.
GOSPEL: Luke 5:1–11
esus said to his disciples,
“Therefore I tell you, do
not worry about your life,
what you will eat, or about your
body, what you will wear. For life
is more than food, and the body
more than clothing.
“Consider the ravens: they
neither sow nor reap, they have
neither storehouse nor barn, and
yet God feeds them. Of how
much more value are you than
the birds!
“And can any of you by
worrying add a single hour to
your span of life? If then you are
not able to do so small a thing as
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that, why do you worry about the
rest?

“Consider the lilies, how
they grow: they neither toil nor
spin yet I tell you, even Solomon
in all his glory was not clothed
like one of these. But if God so
clothes the grass of the field,
which is alive today and
tomorrow is thrown into the
oven, how much more will he
clothe you — you of little faith!
“And do not keep striving
for what you are to eat and what
you are to drink, and do not keep
worrying. For it is the nations of
the world that strive after all
these things, and your Father
knows that you need them.
Instead, strive for his kingdom,
and these things will be given to
you as well.”

Creed, Prayers, and Communion Liturgy
HYMN OF THE DAY: “For the Beauty of the Earth”
(ELW #879) vv. 1 & 4
1: For the beauty of the earth,
for the beauty of the skies,
for the love which from our birth
over and around us lies:
Refrain: Christ, our God, to thee we raise
this our sacrifice of praise.
4: For the joy of human love,
brother, sister, parent, child,
friends on earth and friends above;

for all gentle thoughts and mild: Refrain
CREED
Let us affirm our faith together.
PULPIT SIDE:
We believe that God creates
all things, renews all things and celebrates
all things.
LECTERN SIDE:
We believe Earth is a
sanctuary, a sacred planet filled with
God’s presence, a home for us to share
with our kin.
PULPIT SIDE:
We believe that God became
flesh and blood, became a part of Earth, a
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human being called Jesus Christ, who
lived and breathed and spoke among us,
suffered and died on a cross, for all
human beings and for all creation.
LECTERN SIDE:
We believe that the risen
Jesus is the Christ at the core of creation
reconciling all things to God, renewing all
creation and filling the universe.
PULPIT SIDE:
We believe the Spirit renews
life in creation groans in empathy with a
suffering creation, and waits with us for
the rebirth of creation.
TOGETHER: We believe that with Christ we
will rise and with Christ we will celebrate
a new creation.
VERSE: “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying”
(ELW #752)
Lord, listen to your children praying,
Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying,
send us love, send us power, send us grace.

Copyright © 1973 Hope Publishing Co. All rights reserved. Reprinted by
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
As scattered grains of wheat are gathered
together into one bread, so let us gather our prayers
for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good
creation.
Your people receive mercy and your grace
overflows in our lives. Fill your church with faith
and love, and give understanding hearts to those
who work to strengthen our ecumenical and
interreligious commitments. God of grace,
🅲 hear our prayer.
Your creation groans as it suffers the impacts
of pollution and lack of care. As the seasons change,
renew in us the will to protect plants, animals, and
habitats. Bless us with bountiful harvests that all
may share. God of grace,
🅲 hear our prayer.
Your world is shattered and the nations rage.
Remember us in your mercy. Teach wisdom to our
elected leaders so that we know peace in our world,
peace in our homes, and peace in our hearts. God of
grace,
🅲 hear our prayer.
Your children wander homeless and the
hungry cry for bread. Seek out those who are lost or
lonely, anxious or depressed, or struggling with
addiction or illness. Provide for those in any need,
especially:
•
Mary Andrews (Welcome Center volunteer
from St. Anthony’s)
4
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•
Dawn Bench (Welcome Center volunteer)
•
Doug Becker (Marlene’s son)
•
Pat Bernacchi
•
Jackie Brichacek (Nancy’s sister-in-law)
•
Jean Boothe
•
Hank Buehrens
•
Andrew Calvert
•
Barb Caputo
•
Holly Cummings
•
Eric Dangerfield (Carolyn’s boyfriend)
•
Pastor Rafael Escobedo
•
Gregory Foster
•
Judy Gregory
•
Shirleen Gulick
•
Aggie Hartnell (Bert’s mother)
•
Christine Hill
•
Dennis Houston (Dawn’s father-in-law)
•
Sydney & Skyler Houston
•
Jacqueline & David Kramer
•
David Kristopeit (Nancy’s brother-in-law)
•
Rubel Pierce (Randy’s father)
•
Carolyn Reynold’s children Eddie, Santino,
and Lytosha
•
Martha, Joel, and Jeanette Sanchez
•
Cynthia Schwartz (Norma’s daughter)
•
Marcia Swanson
•
Joyce Swift
•
Ron and Linda Wadham
•
Florence and Jacqueline Walker (Carolyn’s
sisters)
•
Timothy Walker
•
Dottie Watts
•
Kristi Weiss.
God of grace,
🅲
hear our prayer.
🄿
Your work is done in this congregation with
our hands, feet, voices, minds, and hearts. Build up
the ministries of this community (local ministries
and partnerships may be named), that we serve our
neighbors and welcome the stranger in your name.
God of grace,
🅲
hear our prayer.
🄿
Your blessed saints who have died now rest in
your presence. Give us thankful hearts for those who
have been examples of faith in our lives, and receive
us with joy when we come to share eternal life with
you. God of grace,
🅲
hear our prayer.
🄿
Jesus Christ, teach us to empathize with Earth.
Make our spirits sensitive to the cries of creation,
cries for justice from the land, the seas, and the
skies. Jesus Christ, make our faith sensitive to the
groans of the Spirit in creation, groans of longing for
a new creation. Jesus Christ, make our hearts
sensitive to the songs of our kin, songs of celebration

from the sea, the forest, and the air. Christ, teach us
to care. God, who listens to every living thing,
🅲
Help us listen as you do. Amen.
🄿
Gathered together in the sweet communion of
the Holy Spirit, gracious God, we offer these and all
our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
🅲
Amen.
PEACE
Let us share the peace of the Lord with one
another.
🅲
The peace of the Lord be with you.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

MEAL
OFFERING. “We Give Thee But Thine Own” (ELW
#686)
We give thee but thine own,
Whate’er the gift may be;
All that we have is thine alone,
A trust, O Lord, from thee.
OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
God, our Creator, through your love you have
given us these gifts to share. Accept our offerings as
an expression of our deep thanks and our concern
for all in need, including our fellow creatures on
planet Earth.
🅲 With all creation, we bless our Creator.
GREAT THANKSGIVING.
The Creator be with you and all living
creatures.
🅲 And also with you.
Open your hearts.

🅲

We lift them to the Creator.
Let us give thanks to our Creator.

🅲

It is right to join creation in thanking

God.
God, our Creator, source of everything that is,
we bring before you this day, bread and wine and
with it we bring before you all creation to say:
🅲 Thank you, God, thank you!
Thank you for joining the web of creation for
living and dying among us to redeem us and all
creation:
🅲 Thank you, God, thank you!
Thank you for rising to life permeating
creation with your Spirit to sustain and heal all

things:
🅲 Thank you, God, thank you!
Therefore with voices of thanks echoing
through the universe from the first day of creation
until this very moment in time, we praise and thank
you saying:
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 144)
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessèd is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
On the night when the Lord Jesus was handed
over to be killed, he took bread and gave thanks for
it. Then he divided the bread and said, “This is my
body; it is for you. Eat this to remember me.”
In the same way, after they ate, Jesus took the
cup of wine. He said, “This cup represents the new
agreement from God, which begins with my blood
sacrifice. When you drink this, do it to remember
me.”
This means that every time you eat this bread
and drink this cup, you are telling others about the
Lord’s death until he comes again. (1 Corinthians 11:23-26
ERV)

🅲

Amen

LORD’S PRAYER
We pray our common prayer that Christ taught
us.
🅲 Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Painbearer, Life-giver, Source of all that is and
that shall be, Father and Mother of us all,
Loving God, in whom is heaven:
The hallowing of your name echoes
through the universe!
The way of your justice be followed by
the peoples of the world!
Your heavenly will be done by all
created beings!
Your beloved community of peace and
freedom sustain our hope and come on
earth.
With the bread we need for today, feed
us.
In the hurts we absorb from one
another, forgive us.
In times of temptation and test,
strengthen us.
From trials too great to endure, spare
us.
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From the grip of all that is evil, free us.
For you reign in the glory of the power
that is love, now and forever. Amen.

(Adapted from The New Zealand Book of Prayer | He Karakia
Mihinare o Aotearoa. This version of the Lord’s prayer was influenced
by Maori theologians)

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come, for all things are now ready. Come to
the table with all your kin and share with all in need:
the gift of healing for those in pain, the gift of
forgiveness for those in sin, the gift of assurance for
those in doubt, and the gift of hope for those in
tears.
🅲
May we who share these gifts share
Christ with one another and all our kin.
COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 146)
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
grant us peace.
SONG: “The Lord’s My Shepherd” (ELW #778)
1: The Lord's my shepherd; I'll not want.
he makes me down to lie
in pastures green; he leadeth me
the quiet waters by.
He leadeth me, he leadeth me
the quiet waters by.
2: My soul he doth restore again,
and me to walk doth make
within the paths of righteousness,
e’en for his own name's sake;
within the paths of righteousness,
e’en for his own name's sake.
3: Yea, though I walk in death's dark vale,
yet will I fear no ill;
for thou art with me, and thy rod
and staff me comfort still;
for thou art with me, and thy rod
and staff me comfort still.
4: My table thou hast richly spread
in presence of my foes;
my head thou dost with oil anoint,
and my cup overflows.
My head thou dost with oil anoint,
and my cup overflows.
5: Goodness and mercy all my life
shall surely follow me,
and in God’s house forevermore
my dwelling-place shall be;
and in God’s house forevermore
6
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my dwelling-place shall be.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Now may the power of Christ’s body and blood
reach deep into your heart, your mind, and your
body to heal your wounds and through you to bring
healing to all of Earth’s community. In Jesus’ name.
Amen.
Let us give thanks for this meal.
🅲 We thank you, Christ, for the meal we
have celebrated with you, and we pray that
through your body and blood we may be
healed and become agents of healing for
Earth. Amen.

SENDING
SENDING SONG: “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing”
(ELW #802) vv. 1 & 4
1: Sent forth by God’s blessing,
our true faith confessing,
the people of God from this dwelling take leave.
The supper is ended.
Oh, now be extended
the fruits of this service in all who believe.
The seed of Christ’s teaching,
receptive souls reaching,
shall blossom in action for God and for all.
Your grace shall incite us,
your love shall unite us
to work for your kingdom and answer your call.
2: With praise and thanksgiving
to God ever-living,
the tasks of our everyday life we will face—
our faith ever sharing,
in love ever caring,
embracing God’s children, the whole human race.
With your feast you feed us,
with your light now lead us;
unite us as one in this life that we share.
Then may all the living
with praise and thanksgiving
give honor to Christ and his name that we bear.
COMMISSION
Christ calls you to be his disciples, to serve him
with love and compassion, to serve Earth by caring
for all creatures in danger or need. Will you care for
creation?
🅲 We will care for all creatures! We will
nurture our planet! We will sustain our
endangered kin.
BLESSING

May the Spirit of God, who is
above all and in all and through all, fill
you with the knowledge of God’s
presence in Earth and the pulsing of
Christ within you.
DISMISSAL
🄿
Go in peace! Serving Christ and
loving Earth!
🅲
We go in peace, serving
Christ and loving Earth.

Portions of the liturgy are from
sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2022 Augsburg
Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by
permission: annual permit #SAS017083.
Other portions of the liturgy are from
https://seasonofcreation.com/worshipresources/liturgies/series-c-the-wisdom-series and
https://www.lutheranworld.org/

Altar Flowers & Bulletins
We thank Randy and Paula
Pierce for sponsoring worship bulletins
in the month of September.

Season of Creation Continues at Grace
This Sunday we worship
with the entire living family on
Earth. We celebrate birds,
animals, reptiles, and all living
creatures. It is appropriate to

create a kingdom of the wild in
the sanctuary, with creatures
from rain forests and mountains,
and/or the world where humans
live with animals in farmlands

and gardens. A special focus for
this service is endangered or
extinct species.

Rally for Pastor Barker This Sunday
The Men’s group invites you to stay after
worship on Sunday, September 11, for a send-off
rally for Pastor Barker before he leaves for
Washington D.C. that afternoon. Cake and coffee

will be provided; we ask that you bring a dish to
pass.
We also encourage everyone to wear
something green to church this Sunday.
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Thanks to all the great volunteers who helped at Laborfest on Monday! We raised over $1,300 for our
parking lot replacement.

Grace News Briefs
Men’s Group
Men’s Group’s next meeting will be after the
worship service on Sunday, October 2.
Book Study
You are welcome to join our book study group,
reading Open Heart, Open Mind by Thomas
Keating. Dick Kauffman leads this study on
contemplative prayer, continuing this Thursday,
September 15, at 6:30 p.m.

Fridays for Our Future Rally
Each Friday from noon to 1:00, Bill Gregory
leads us in advocating for a livable future. Join us at
the intersection of 39th Avenue and 75th Street.
Pastor Will Be Away
Pastor Barker will be out of town from Sunday
afternoon, September 11, through Wednesday
afternoon, September 14.

ELCA Outreach Center Marks 25 Years of Service
Join fellow members of
Kenosha’s ELCA congregations as we
praise God for the indispensable work
of the ELCA Outreach Center. A Night
of Worship to benefit the ELCA
Outreach Center is planned Sunday,
September 25 from 1:00 to 6:30 p.m. at the
8
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Pennoyer Park Bandshell. Enjoy food and live
music all afternoon. The Spirit Alive! Band
will lead a worship service at 5:00 with guest
preacher Danielle Nixon, Assistant Director
of the ELCA Outreach Center. The event is
free; a free-will offering will be accepted to
support the ministry of the Outreach Center.

Grace Receipts: September 4, 2022
General offering ........................................ $ 2,283.00
Benevolence .................................................... $ 29.00
Infant Moses Ministry .................................... $ 25.00
Parking lot project ........................................ $ 150.00
Pastor’s salary/benefits package ................... $ 315.00
From non-members:
General offering .................................. $ 250.00

Grace Welcome Center. ....................... $ 100.00
Amistad Cristiana building use ................... $ 800.00
Laborfest fund raiser (parking lot) ............. $1,347.00
Banking transaction fees .............................. $ (12.27)
Total .......................................................... $ 5,286.73
Grace weekly budget in 2022: .................. $ 3,269.50
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Grace Lutheran Church
2006 60th Street
Kenosha, Wisconsin 53140-3893

https://www.GraceKenosha.com
Worship services in-person and livestreamed at www.facebook.com/GraceElcaKenosha/ 9:30 a.m. Sunday
Pastor Jonathan Barker: jonathan.w.barker17@gmail.com ' 626-864-6404
Church office: graceoffice@wi.rr.com ' 262-654-9143
Office hours: 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Tuesday through Friday
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