
 
 
 
 

August 28, 2022 

Gathering Liturgy for Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 
 
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
P  Blessed be the holy Trinity, 
☩ one God, whose steadfast love 
endures forever.  
🅲 Amen. 
P Let us confess our sin in the 
presence of God and of one 
another. 
 Merciful God, 
🅲 we confess that we have 
not followed your path but 
have chosen our own way. 
Instead of putting others 
before ourselves, we long to 
take the best seats at the 
table. When met by those in 
need, we have too often 
passed by on the other side. 
 Set us again on the path 
of life. Save us from 
ourselves and free us to love 
our neighbors. Amen. 
P  Hear the good news! God 
does not deal with us according 
to our sins but delights in 
granting pardon and mercy. In 
the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your 
sins are forgiven. You are free to 
love as God loves. 
🅲  Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG: “All Are 
Welcome” (ELW #641) vv. 1 & 5   

1:   Let us build a house where 
love can dwell 

and all can safely live, 
a place where saints and 

children tell 
how hearts learn to forgive. 

Built of hopes and dreams and 
visions, 

rock of faith and vault of 
grace; 

here the love of Christ 
shall end divisions: 

Refrain: All are welcome, 
all are welcome, 

all are welcome in this 
place. 

5: Let us build a house 
where all are named, 

their songs and visions 
heard 

and loved and treasured, 
taught and claimed 
as words within the 

Word. 
Built of tears and cries 

and laughter, 
prayers of faith and songs 

of grace, 
let this house proclaim from 

floor to rafter: Refrain 
© 1994 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason 
Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 
800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by 
permission. OneLicense.net permit #A-
733643 

 
GREETING 
P  The grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
🅲  And also with you. 
 
KYRIE (ELW p. 203) 

Have mercy on us, Lord, and 
hear our solemn prayer. 

We come to hear your living 
word; it saves us from despair. 
Have mercy on us, Christ, and 

wash away our sin. 

Pour out your grace and make 
us whole that new life may 

begin. 
Have mercy on us, Lord, make 

sin and shame depart. 
Renew us with your saving 

power; create in us new hearts! 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P  Let us pray.  
 O God, you resist those who 
are proud and give grace to those 
who are humble. Give us the 
humility of your Son, that we 
may embody the generosity of 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. 
🅲  Amen. 
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Lectionary 22 Readings 
 
Proverbs 25:6–7 

o not put yourself 
forward in the king’s 
presence 

  or stand in the place of the 
great; 
for it is better to be told, “Come 
up here,” 
  than to be put lower in the 
presence of a noble. 
 
Psalm 112 
1Hallelujah! Happy are they who 

fear the LORD 
  and have great delight in 

God’s commandments! 
2Their descendants will be 

mighty in the land; 
  the generation of the 

upright will be blessed.  
3Wealth and riches will be in 

their house, 
  and their righteousness will 

last forever. 
4Light shines in the darkness 

for the upright; 
  the righteous are 

merciful and full of 
compassion. 

5It is good for them to be 
generous in lending 

  and to manage their affairs 
with justice. 

6For they will never be 
shaken; 

  the righteous will be 
kept in everlasting 
remembrance.  

7They will not be afraid of any 
evil rumors; 

  their heart is steadfast, 
trusting in the LORD. 

8Their heart is established 
and will not shrink, 

  until they see their 
desire upon their 
enemies. 

9They have given freely to the 
poor, and their 
righteousness stands fast 
forever; 

   they will hold up their head 
with honor. 

10The wicked will see it and 
be angry; they will gnash 
their teeth and pine 
away; 

  the desires of the wicked 
will perish.  

 
Hebrews 13:1–8, 15–16 

et mutual love continue. 
Do not neglect to show 
hospitality to strangers, 

for by doing that some have 
entertained angels without 
knowing it. 
 Remember those who are in 
prison, as though you were in 
prison with them; those who are 
being tortured, as though you 
yourselves were being tortured.  
 Let marriage be held in 
honor by all, and let the marriage 
bed be kept undefiled; for God 
will judge fornicators and 
adulterers.  
 Keep your lives free from 
the love of money, and be 
content with what you have; for 
he has said, “I will never leave 
you or forsake you.” So we can 
say with confidence,  
 “The Lord is my helper; 
  I will not be afraid. 
 What can anyone do to me?” 
 Remember your leaders, 
those who spoke the word of God 
to you; consider the outcome of 
their way of life, and imitate their 
faith. Jesus Christ is the same 
yesterday and today and forever. 
… 
 Through him, then, let us 
continually offer a sacrifice of 
praise to God, that is, the fruit of 
lips that confess his name. Do 

not neglect to do good and to 
share what you have, for such 
sacrifices are pleasing to God. 
 
GOSPEL: Luke 12:49–56 

n one occasion when 
Jesus was going to the 
house of a leader of the 

Pharisees to eat a meal on the 
sabbath, they were watching him 
closely. … 
 When he noticed how the 
guests chose the places of honor, 
he told them a parable. “When 
you are invited by someone to a 
wedding banquet, do not sit 
down at the place of honor, in 
case someone more 
distinguished than you has been 
invited by your host; and the host 
who invited both of you may 
come and say to you, ‘Give this 
person your place,’ and then in 
disgrace you would start to take 
the lowest place.  
 “But when you are invited, 
go and sit down at the lowest 
place, so that when your host 
comes, he may say to you, 
‘Friend, move up higher’; then 
you will be honored in the 
presence of all who sit at the 
table with you. For all who exalt 
themselves will be humbled, and 
those who humble themselves 
will be exalted.” 
 He said also to the one who 
had invited him, “When you give 
a luncheon or a dinner, do not 
invite your friends or your 
brothers or your relatives or rich 
neighbors, in case they may 
invite you in return, and you 
would be repaid. 
 “But when you give a 
banquet, invite the poor, the 
crippled, the lame, and the blind. 
And you will be blessed, because 
they cannot repay you, for you 
will be repaid at the resurrection 
of the righteous.” 
 

D 

L 

O 



Grace Notes    August 28, 2022   3 

	

Creed, Prayers, and Communion Liturgy 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: “Loaves Were Broken, Words 
Were Spoken” (ACS #966)  vv. 1 & 4 

1:   Loaves were broken, words were spoken 
by the Galilean shore. 

Jesus, Bread of life from heaven, 
was their food forevermore. 

Refrain: By your body broken for us, 
by your wine of life outpoured, 
Jesus, feed again your people. 

Be our Host, our Life, our Lord. 
4: By the loaves you break and give us, 

send us in your name to share 
bread for which the millions hunger, 

words that tell your love and care. Refrain 
© 2006 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved. Used 
by permission. OneLicense.net permit #A-733643 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
P  With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
🅲 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, 
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended 
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 
catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
VERSE: “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying” 
(ELW #752)  

Lord, listen to your children praying, 
Lord, send your Spirit in this place; 

Lord, listen to your children praying, 
send us love, send us power, send us grace. 

Copyright © 1973 Hope Publishing Co. All rights reserved. Reprinted by 
permission under OneLicence.net permit #A-733643 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
P  Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us 
come near to the Holy One in prayer. 
 For the church and its leaders, we pray. 
Uphold all deacons, pastors, and bishops who serve 
and teach your people (Presiding Bishop Elizabeth 
Eaton, Bishop Paul Erickson, and local leaders may 
be named). Awaken in your church a spirit of 
invitation that reaches ever outward. Merciful God, 

🅲  receive our prayer. 
P  For the well-being of creation and its 
inhabitants, we pray. Stir in us reverent awe for the 
beauty of the natural world, for oceans and lakes, 
rivers and streams, forests and deserts (local places 
may be named). Merciful God, 
🅲  receive our prayer. 
P  For the nations and peoples of the world, we 
pray. Sustain the efforts of those who pursue justice 
and equity for all. Defend and accompany all 
immigrants and refugees and all who are persecuted 
for their ethnic origin or religious beliefs. Merciful 
God, 
🅲 receive our prayer. 
P  For all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit, we 
pray. Be present with those who live in isolation or 
fear, especially those who are incarcerated or 
detained. Comfort all who are sick or grieving, 
especially:  
• Mary Andrews (Welcome Center volunteer 
from St. Anthony’s) 
• Dawn Bench (Welcome Center volunteer) 
• Doug Becker (Marlene’s son) 
• Pat Bernacchi 
• Jackie Brichacek (Nancy’s sister-in-law) 
• Jean Boothe  
• Hank Buehrens 
• Andrew Calvert 
• Barb Caputo 
• Holly Cummings 
• Eric Dangerfield (Carolyn’s boyfriend)  
• Pastor Rafael Escobedo 
• Gregory Foster 
• Judy Gregory 
• Shirleen Gulick 
• Aggie Hartnell (Bert’s mother) 
• Christine Hill 
• Dennis Houston (Dawn’s father-in-law) 
• Sydney & Skyler Houston 
• Jacqueline & David Kramer 
• David Kristopeit (Nancy’s brother-in-law)  
• Rubel Pierce (Randy’s father) 
• Carolyn Reynold’s children Eddie, Santino, 
and Lytosha 
• Martha, Joel, and Jeanette Sanchez 
• Cynthia Schwartz (Norma’s daughter) 
• Marcia Swanson 
• Joyce Swift 
• Ron and Linda Wadham 
• Florence and Jacqueline Walker  (Carolyn’s 
sisters) 
• Timothy Walker 
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• Dottie Watts  
• Kristi Weiss. 
 Merciful God, 
🅲  receive our prayer. 
P  For this congregation and its ministries, we 
pray. Prepare children, teachers, and youth ministry 
directors for a new year of learning. Embolden our 
witness to invite others to the table. Merciful God, 
🅲 receive our prayer. 
P  For all the saints who confessed God’s name 
(especially Augustine, Bishop of Hippo, and Moses 
the Black), we give thanks. May we cling to the 
promise of our risen Savior, Jesus Christ, the same 
yesterday, today, and forever. Merciful God, 
🅲  receive our prayer. 
P  Receive the prayers of your children, merciful 
God, and hold us forever in your steadfast love; 
through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom. 
🅲  Amen. 
 
PEACE 
P  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
🅲  And also with you. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

MEAL 
 
OFFERING. “We Give Thee But Thine Own” (ELW 
#686) 

We give thee but thine own, 
Whate’er the gift may be; 

All that we have is thine alone, 
A trust, O Lord, from thee. 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
P  Let us pray. 
 God of abundance: you have set before us a 
plentiful harvest. As we feast on your goodness, 
strengthen us to labor in your field, and equip us to 
bear fruit for the good of all, in the name of Jesus. 
🅲  Amen. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING.  
P  The Lord be with you. 
🅲  And also with you. 
P  Lift up your hearts. 
🅲  We lift them to the Lord. 
P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
🅲  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we 
should at all times and in all places give thanks and 

praise to you, almighty and merciful God. You reveal 
your glory as the glory of the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit: equal in majesty, undivided in 
splendor, one Lord, one God, ever to be adored in 
your eternal glory.  
 And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise 
your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 207)  

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessèd is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest, 
hosanna in the highest. 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P  Holy God, our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer, 
in the harmonious world of your creation, the plants 
and animals, the seas and stars were whole and well 
in your praise. 
 When sin had scarred the world, you sent your 
Son to heal our ills and to form us again into one. 
 In the night in which he was betrayed, our 
Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this 
is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for 
the remembrance of me. 
 Remembering, therefore, his acts of healing, 
his body given up, and his victory over death, we 
await that day when all the peoples of the earth will 
come to the river to enjoy the tree of life. Send your 
Spirit upon us and this meal: as grains scattered on 
the hillside become one bread, so let your Church be 
gathered from the ends of the earth, that all may be 
fed with the Bread of life, your Son. Through him all 
glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the 
Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and 
forever. 
🅲  Amen 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
P  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us 
pray as Jesus taught us.  
🅲  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed 
be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven: 
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 Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P  Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 

COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 208) 
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world 

away; 
you suffered death our lives to save: have mercy 

now, we pray. 
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world 

away; 
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mercy 

now, we pray. 
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world 

away; 
eternal peace with God you made: give us your 

peace, we pray. 

 
SONG: “What Feast of Love” (ELW #487) 

1: What feast of love is offered here, 
what banquet come from heaven? 

What food of everlasting life, 
what gracious gift is given? 
This, this is Christ the king, 

the bread come down from heaven. 
Oh, taste and see and sing! 

How sweet the manna given! 
2: What light of truth is offered here, 

what covenant from heaven? 
What hope of everlasting life, 

what wondrous word is given? 
This, this is Christ the king, 

the sun come down from heaven. 

Oh, see and hear and sing! 
The Word of God is given! 

3: What wine of love is offered here, 
what crimson drink from heaven? 

What stream of everlasting life, 
what precious blood is given? 

This, this is Christ the king, 
the sweetest wine of heaven. 
Oh, taste and see and sing! 

The Son of God is given! 
© 1993 Delores Dufner, published by OCP Publications, 5536 NE  
Hassalo, Portland OR 97213. All rights reserved.	Reprinted by 
permission under OneLicence.net permit #A-733643 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P  Let us pray. 
 Life-giving God, through this meal you have 
bandaged our wounds and fed us with your mercy. 
Now send us forth to liv for others, both friend and 
stranger, that all may come to know your love. This 
we pray in the name of Jesus. 
🅲  Amen. 

SENDING 
 
BLESSING 
P  The God of peace, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy 
Spirit, bless you, comfort you, and show you the 
path of life this day and always. 
🅲  Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG: “O God of Mercy, God of Light” 
(ELW #714) vv. 1 & 6 

1:   O God of mercy, God of light, 
in love and mercy infinite, 

teach us, as ever in your sight, 
to live our lives in you. 

6: And may your Holy Spirit move 
all those who live to live in love, 
till you receive in heaven above 

all those who live in you. 
   
DISMISSAL 
P  Go in peace. Love your neighbor. 
🅲  Thanks be to God! 
 
Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2022 Augsburg 
Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission: annual permit 
#SAS017083 
 

Altar Flowers & Bulletins 
 
 We thank Bert and Brian Felland for 
sponsoring worship bulletins and altar flowers in 
the month of August. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 1 

8:00-9:00 am 
Welcome Center 
breakfast 

2:00-5:00 pm 
Infant Moses 
diaper ministry 

2 
8:00-9:00 am 

Welcome Center 
breakfast 

3 

4 
9:30 am Season 

of Creation 
worship service 

7:00 pm NA 

5 LABOR DAY 6 
8:00 am-noon 

Pantry packing 
4:00-5:30 pm 

Welcome Center 
food pantry 

7 8 
8:00-9:00 am 

Welcome Center 
breakfast 

2:00-5:00 pm 
Infant Moses 
diaper ministry 

9 
8:00-9:00 am 

Welcome Center 
breakfast 

10 

11 PATRIOTS DAY; 
GRANDPARENTS 
DAY 

9:30 am Season 
of Creation 
worship service 

7:00 pm NA 

12 
9:00 am-noon 

Pantry packing 

13 
9:00 am-noon 

Pantry packing 
4:00-5:30 pm 

GWC food 
pantry 

14 HOLY CROSS 15 
8:00-9:00 am 

Welcome Center 
breakfast 

2:00-5:00 pm 
Infant Moses 
diaper ministry 

16 MEXICAN 

INDEPENDENCE 
DAY 

8:00-9:00 am 
Welcome Center 
breakfast 

17 CITIZENSHIP 

DAY 

18 
9:30 am Season 

of Creation 
worship service 

11:00 am Church 
council 

7:00 pm NA 

19 
9:00 am-noon 

Pantry packing 

20 
9:00 am-noon 

Pantry packing 
4:00-5:30 pm 

GWC food 
pantry 

21 ST. MATTHEW 22 
8:00-9:00 am 

Welcome Center 
breakfast 

2:00-5:00 pm 
Infant Moses 
diaper ministry 

23 
8:00-9:00 am 

Welcome Center 
breakfast 

24 
Outreach for 

Hope 
Run/Ride/Walk 

25 ROSH 

HASHANAH 
9:30 am Season 

of Creation 
worship service 

1:00-6:00 pm 
ELCA Night of 
Worship 

7:00 pm NA 

26 
9:00 am-noon 

Pantry packing 

27 
9:00 am-noon 

Pantry packing 
4:00-5:30 pm 

GWC food 
pantry 

28 29 ST. MICHAEL & 

ALL ANGELS 
8:00-9:00 am 

Welcome Center 
breakfast 

2:00-5:00 pm 
Infant Moses 
diaper ministry 

30 
8:00-9:00 am 

Welcome Center 
breakfast 

 

 

September Birthdays 
& Anniversaries 

 
Sept. 7 Carolyn Reynolds 
Sept. 13 Andrew Calvert 
Sept. 14 Krisan Knapp 
Sept. 15 John Schaut 
Sept. 17 Robert Mendoza, Jr. 
Sept. 21 Dennis & Lynda Eirich 
Sept. 24 Donna Cristiano 
Sept. 25 Bill Gregory 
Sept. 27 Keith Dreger 
Sept. 29 Jayden Williams 



Grace Notes    August 28, 2022   7 

	

Grace Celebrates Season of Creation 
 
 Next Sunday, September 4, 
Grace Lutheran Church will 
begin a four-week observance of 
the Season of Creation. 
 The Season of Creation is 
the time of year when the world’s 
2.2 billion Christians are invited 
to pray and care for creation. It 
runs annually from September 1 
through October 4. The 
Season of Creation is a 
liturgical season of prayer 
and action that unites the 
global Christian family 
around one shared purpose: 
celebrate prayer services 
and engage in a variety of 
actions to care for creation. 
 Featuring the biblical 
logo of the burning bush, this 
year’s celebration calls for 
reflection on both the destructive 
nature of wildfires caused by 
climate change and the 

unquenchable, life-sustaining 
flame of God’s presence, as 
Moses experienced it on Mount 
Horeb. Like Moses, the guide 
explains, we are called “to 
remove the sandals of our 
unsustainable lifestyles” and 
“contemplate our connection to 
the holy ground where we live.” 

 The 
Season of 
Creation was 
the brainchild 
of Norman 
Habel. “I, like 
many in our 
Lutheran 
Church in 
Australia, 

grew up in the bush,” Habel 
explains.  
 “I climbed every tree within 
miles. I felt close to creation: the 
soil, the streams and the sounds 

of the bush. Celebrating the 
creation I love has long been one 
of my dreams.” 
 For the most part, the 
seasons of the church year follow 
the life of Jesus: Advent, 
Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, and 
Easter. The remainder of the 
church year encompasses the 
season after Pentecost, which 
celebrates life in the Holy Spirit. 
 There is no focus in the 
church year on God the Creator. 
For centuries, our theology, 
ethics, and worship have been 
oriented in two dimensions: our 
relationship with God and our 
human relationships with one 
another. The Season of Creation 
affords an opportunity to turn 
our attention to God’s 
relationship with all creation and 
with our relationship with 
creation. 

 

 
Mural Painting Days Have Been Extended 

 
 Community paint days have 
been extended through this week. 
You are invited to help paint this 
Saturday, August 27 from 2:00 to 
6:00 p.m. Painting is open to all 
ages; children must be 
accompanied by an adult. Check 
our Facebook page for any paint 
days in the coming week. 
 In addition to painting, 
help is needed with set-up and 
moving equipment from about 

1:00 p.m.; assisting kids and 
guests with materials during 
painting; and washing brushes 
and putting away tables and 
materials afterward. Food is 
provided. 
 We also need artist 
assistants in August and 
September. Volunteer as an artist 
assistant with Tia Richardson 
while learning her painting 
techniques to add depth to the 

mural. Volunteer hours are 
flexible, based on your own 
schedule. Contact Tia at 414-793-
6825 for more information. 
 The mural will measure 
approximately 684 square feet, 
and is a gift to Grace from 
Working Families Party through 
a grant from the Green New Deal 
Network.  
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Grace News Briefs 
Men’s Group 

 
 Grace Men’s Group will 
serve up franks and brats at 
Laborfest, at St. Therese’s, 2020 
91st Street, on Labor Day from 
11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Book Study 
 
 You are welcome to join our 
book study group, reading Open 

Heart, Open Mind by Thomas 
Keating. Dick Kauffman leads 
this study on contemplative 
prayer, continuing this Thursday, 
September 1, at 6:30 p.m.  
 

Fridays for Our Future Rally 
 
 Each Friday from noon to 
1:00, Bill Gregory leads us in 
advocating for a livable future. 

Join us at the intersection of 39th 
Avenue and 75th Street. 
 

Pastor Away 
 
 Pastor Barker will be out of 
town from Sunday afternoon, 
September 11, through 
Wednesday afternoon, 
September 14. 

 

August Lauds & Laurels 
 
 Lauds to John, Bill, and Randy for 
moving the snow blower to make room for 
mural scaffolding. And a special laud to Jan for 
letting us store it at her garage. 
 Laud to Dave, Randy, and Greg for 
grilling during Community paint days! 
 Note from Rev. Barker:  Thank you, 
Grace, for generously paying for my ticket to 
Washington D.C. to celebrate the passage of the 

Inflation Reduction Act 
with President Joe 
Biden at the White 
House!  It is a privilege 
to represent all of you, 
and the work of Grace 
Lutheran Church, at the 
White House. Love you 
church family! 

  

	
Dave, Greg, and Randy keep our painting volunteers fed 
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Bishop Erickson Reflects on 2022 Churchwide Assembly 

 
 We’ve just completed a week at the ELCA 
Churchwide Assembly in Columbus, and I thought it 
would be helpful to share with you a brief summary 
of some of the highlights, as well as my own 
thoughts and impressions of a short but very full 
week.  
 Voting members. The following individuals 
attended Churchwide Assembly as the Greater 
Milwaukee Synod’s voting members: Bishop Paul 
Erickson, Dr. Joyce Caldwell, Soledad Beltran, Todd 
Beutin, Ian Bischoff, Johnathan Dehlinger, The Rev. 
Kimberly Jordan, Charlotte Linberry, The Rev. 
Denise Mbise, Briana Roberts, Deacon Ellie 
Schmidtke, The Rev. Beth Ann Stone, and Carol 
Yust. Thank you to all of them for their service! 
 Health issues. In our own delegation, we had 
several individuals who needed to withdraw from 
participating in the days leading up to the event for 
various reasons, but we were able to substitute a lay 
voting member from Emaus-ELCA in Racine, 
Soledad Beltran, who was attending as a visitor.  
 COVID-related protocols at the assembly had 
been upgraded to include requiring masks by all 
participants, as well as vaccinations for COVID and 
daily testing. There were several individuals who 
came down with COVID during the assembly, 
including Bishop Eaton, who tested positive on 
Friday morning. Another change related to the 
pandemic was the shortening of the assembly by a 
full day from the previous assembly’s schedule, and 

several bible studies and forums were held in the 
weeks prior to the assembly via Zoom. 
 Worship. Always a highlight of assemblies, the 
worship life at the assembly was powerful and rich. 
We were blessed to have our own Dayvin Hallmon, 
director of the Black String Triage Ensemble, as one 
of the assembly musicians, and they led us in a wide 
variety of liturgies and hymns, including a 
Wednesday Eucharist service that celebrated Native 
American music, liturgy, and preaching. 
 Public Apology. One of the more powerful 
sessions, on Tuesday afternoon, included a public 
apology from Bishop Eaton to four members of La 
Iglesia Luterana de Santa Maria Peregrina in 
Stockton, California. (The details of the events 
concerning that congregation and the Sierra Pacific 
Synod are referred to in a pastoral letter that I wrote 
back in June.) The apology included commitments 
to continue working to make amends for the harm 
done to the community, and a renewed commitment 
to take the actions called for in various anti-racism 
statements of the ELCA. This apology was received 
by the members of the community and this powerful 
time was followed by a worship service of lament 
and prayer. 
 New ELCA Vice-President. We elected 
Imran Saddiqui, the Southeastern Synod Vice 
President, on the fifth ballot to a six-year term as the 
ELCA Vice President. The other final candidates 
were Roberto Lara Aranda, President of the Latino 
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Lutheran Association, and Tracey Beasley, 
Southeastern Pennsylvania Synod Vice President. 
Saddiqui has a fascinating personal story, having 
converted from Islam ten years ago, and was just 
elected to a second four-year term as the 
Southeastern Synod Vice President. He brings a 
wide range of experiences to the position, including 
work with consensus-based decision-making. 
 Legislative Actions. There was a total of 78 
memorials from synods across the ELCA, though 
many of these were quite similar. The way the 
assembly works is that there is a memorials 
committee that meets in early July and, in 
partnership with Churchwide staff, groups the 
memorials together and prepares background 
information and recommendations for the assembly 
to act upon in a large “en bloc” resolution. Members 
of the assembly can request that individual 
memorials be “pulled from en bloc” for separate 
consideration, and many of the memorials were 
considered separately. Other resolutions can also be 
presented to the assembly, and these are reviewed 
by the Reference and Counsel Committee (which I 
had the pleasure of serving on this year). It’s a 
complicated and often challenging process, but we 
worked our way through all of the resolutions and 
made some important decisions: 
 Reconstituting the ELCA. We voted to 
establish a Commission for a Renewed Lutheran 
Church, which will work over the next three years to 
“reconsider the statements of purpose for each of 
the three expressions of this church, the principles 
of its organizational structure, and all matters 
pertaining thereunto, being particularly attentive to 
our shared commitment to dismantle racism, and 
will present its findings and recommendations to 
the 2025 Churchwide Assembly in preparation for a 
possible reconstituting assembly.” This is a major 
undertaking, and I believe there are various reasons 
this proposal passed overwhelmingly, but the 
general recognition is that the structures of this 
church, which were created in the 1980s and have 
been tweaked repeatedly over the years, need a more 
thorough overhaul. The ELCA Church Council will 
begin the work of forming this commission and 
clarifying their charge at their November meeting. 
 Governance review. There were a number of 
other resolutions passed regarding how our church 
functions, and task forces were called for to review 
such things as: on leave from call, the ecclesiastical 
ballot, the use of Nondisclosure Agreements, and 
one calling for a Diversity, Equity, Inclusion and 
Accessibility Audit of the ELCA governing 
documents. It’s hard to say at this point how these 
reviews will intersect with the work of the 
Commission on the Renewed Lutheran Church, but 

it’s safe to say that there’s a lot of work in front of us 
as we try to reform and renew the structures of our 
church so that we can more boldly and freely 
proclaim the Gospel. 
  Human Sexuality Social Statement. One 
of the memorials that came from our synod called 
for a revision of the 2009 Social Statement, Human 
Sexuality: Gift and Trust. This original memorial 
was interpreted to be a narrower request for 
updating the language to reflect current realities and 
understandings, and it was adopted. A second 
resolution was presented that called for a more 
substantive revision, including a reconsideration of 
the provisions related to bound conscience, and this 
resolution also passed by a large margin. 
 2025 CWA. The end result of all of these 
actions is that the 2025 Churchwide Assembly, to be 
held in Phoenix, Arizona, will have a rather full 
agenda: 
    Electing a presiding bishop and secretary 
    Receiving the report of the Commission for a 
Renewed Lutheran Church and deciding whether to 
call for a reconstituting convention 
    Receiving recommendations from the other 
governance task forces 
    Acting on the proposed social statement on the 
Church and Civic Engagement (called for in 2019) 
and the revised social statement on Human 
Sexuality 
 In summary, it was a full and exhausting week, 
and I left feeling tentatively hopeful for our future. 
This church is far from perfect, and we have lots of 
work to do to address the harm and pain that our 
brokenness has caused. But there were so many 
folks in Columbus this past week who are committed 
to doing the work in front of us, and so many folks 
who love this church, and, more importantly, love 
the Gospel this church has been entrusted to share. 
I’m not sure where this work will lead, but I am 
looking forward to discovering how the Spirit works 
and moves with us, among us, and in spite of us to 
break us and make us new. 
 In gratitude, 
 Bishop Paul Erickson 
 

Grace Receipts: August 21, 2022 
 
General offering  ........................................ $ 1,344.24 
For parking lot .............................................. $ 270.00 
For Pastor’s D.C. flight ................................. $ 363.00 
From non-members:  
 General offering ................................... $ 350.00 
Banking transaction fees ............................... $ (2.50) 
Total  .......................................................... $ 2,324.74 
Grace weekly budget in 2022:  .................. $ 3,269.50  
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