
 

Gathering Liturgy for Seventh Sunday of Easter 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
P   Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
🅲  Christ is risen indeed! 
Alleluia! 
P   In the waters of baptism, we 
have passed over from death to life 
with Jesus Christ, and we are a 
new creation. For this saving 
mystery, and for this water, let us 
bless God, who was, who is, and 
who is to come.  
 We thank you, God, for your 
river of life, flowing freely from 
your throne: through the earth, 
through the city, through every 
living thing. You rescued Noah and 
his family from the flood; you 
opened wide the sea for the Israelites.  
 Now in these waters you flood us with mercy, 
and our sin is drowned forever. You open the gate of 
righteousness and we pass safely through. In Jesus 
Christ, you calm and trouble the waters. You 
nourish us and enclose us in safety. You call us forth 
and send us out. In lush and barren places, you are 
with us. You have become our salvation. 
 Now breathe upon this water and awaken your 
church once more. Claim us again as your beloved 
and holy people. Quench our thirst; cleanse our 
hearts; wipe away every tear.  
 To you, our Beginning and our End, our 
Shepherd and Lamb, be honor, glory, praise, and 
thanksgiving, now and forever.  
🅲  Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG: “Alleluia! Sing to Jesus” (ELW 
#392) vv. 1 & 2 

1:  Alleluia! Sing to Jesus; 
his the scepter, his the throne; 

Alleluia! His the triumph, 

his the victory alone. 
Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion 

thunder like a mighty flood: 
“Jesus out of every nation 

has redeemed us by his blood.” 
2: Your name we bless, O risen Lord, 

and sing today with one accord, 
are we left in sorrow now; 

Alleluia! He is near us; 
faith believes, nor questions how. 

Though the cloud from sight received him 
when the forty days were o’er, 

shall our hearts forget his promise: 
“I am with you evermore”? 

 
GREETING 
P   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
🅲  And also with you. 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 139) 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 
whose blood set us free to be people of God. 

Power, riches, wisdom and strength, 
and honor, blessing, and glory are his. 
This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
Sing with all the people of God, 

and join in the hymn of all creation: 
Blessing, honor, glory, and might 

be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 
For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. 

Alleluia. 
This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P   Let us pray.  
 O God, form the minds of your faithful people 
into your one will. Make us love what you command 
and desire what you promise, that, amid all the 
changes of this world, our hearts may be fixed where 

true joy is found, your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,, 
one God, now and forever. 
🅲  Amen 

Readings for Seventh Sunday of Easter 
 
Acts 16:16–34 

ne day, as we were going 
to the place of prayer, we 
met a slave-girl who had 

a spirit of divination and brought 
her owners a great deal of money 
by fortune-telling. While she 
followed Paul and us, she would 
cry out, “These men are slaves of 
the Most High God, who 
proclaim to you a way of 
salvation.” She kept doing this 
for many days. 
 But Paul, very much 
annoyed, turned and said to the 
spirit, “I order you in the name of 
Jesus Christ to come out of her.” 
And it came out that very hour. 
 But when her owners saw 
that their hope of making money 
was gone, they seized Paul and 
Silas and dragged them into the 
marketplace before the 
authorities. When they had 
brought them before the 
magistrates, they said, “These 
men are disturbing our city; they 
are Jews and are advocating 
customs that are not lawful for us 
as Romans to adopt or observe.”  
 The crowd joined in 
attacking them, and the 
magistrates had them stripped of 
their clothing and ordered them 
to be beaten with rods. After they 
had given them a severe flogging, 
they threw them into prison and 
ordered the jailer to keep them 
securely. Following these 
instructions, he put them in the 
innermost cell and fastened their 
feet in the stocks. 
 About midnight Paul and 
Silas were praying and singing 
hymns to God, and the prisoners 
were listening to them. Suddenly 

there was an earthquake, so 
violent that the foundations of 
the prison were shaken; and 
immediately all the doors were 
opened and everyone’s chains 
were unfastened.  
 When the jailer woke up 
and saw the prison doors wide 
open, he drew his sword and was 
about to kill himself, since he 
supposed that the prisoners had 
escaped. But Paul shouted in a 
loud voice, “Do not harm 
yourself, for we are all here.”  
 The jailer called for lights, 
and rushing in, he fell down 
trembling before Paul and Silas. 
Then he brought them outside 
and said, “Sirs, what must I do to 
be saved?” 
 They answered, “Believe on 
the Lord Jesus, and you will be 
saved, you and your household.”  
 They spoke the word of the 
Lord to him and to all who were 
in his house. At the same hour of 
the night he took them and 
washed their wounds; then he 
and his entire family were 
baptized without delay. He 
brought them up into the house 
and set food before them; and he 
and his entire household rejoiced 
that he had become a believer in 
God. 
 
Psalm 97 
1The LORD reigns; let the earth 

rejoice; 
 let the multitude of the isles be 

glad. 
2Clouds and darkness 

surround the LORD, 
 righteousness and justice 

are the foundations of 
God’s throne. 

3Fire goes before the LORD, 
 burning up enemies on every 

side. 
4Lightnings light up the 

world; 
 the earth sees and 

trembles. 
5The mountains melt like wax 
 before the LORD of all the 

earth. 
6The heavens declare your 

righteousness, O LORD, 
 and all the peoples see 

your glory. 
7Confounded be all who worship 

carved images and delight 
in false gods! 

 Bow down before the LORD, all 
you gods. 

8Zion hears and is glad, and 
the cities of Judah 
rejoice, 

 because of your 
judgments, O LORD. 

9For you are the LORD, most high 
over all the earth; 

 you are exalted far above all 
gods. 

10You who love the LORD, 
hate evil! 

 God guards the lives of the 
saints and rescues them 
from the hand of the 
wicked. 

11Light dawns for the righteous, 
 and joy for the honest of heart. 
12Rejoice in the LORD, you 

righteous, 
 and give thanks to God’s 

holy name. 
 
Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 

20-21 
ee, I am coming soon; my 
reward is with me, to 
repay according to 

O 

S 
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everyone’s work. I am the Alpha 
and the Omega, the first and the 
last, the beginning and the end.”  
 Blessed are those who wash 
their robes, so that they will have 
the right to the tree of life and 
may enter the city by the gates. … 
 “It is I, Jesus, who sent my 
angel to you with this testimony 
for the churches. I am the root 
and the descendant of David, the 
bright morning star.” 
 The Spirit and the bride 
say, “Come.” 
 And let everyone who hears 
say, “Come.” 
 And let everyone who is thirsty 
come. 
 Let anyone who wishes take 
the water of life as a gift. … 

 The one who testifies to 
these things says, “Surely I am 
coming soon.” 
 Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 
 The grace of the Lord Jesus 
be with all the saints. Amen. 
 
GOSPEL: John 17:20–26 

esus prayed, “I ask not 
only on behalf of these, 
but also on behalf of 

those who will believe in me 
through their word, that they 
may all be one. As you, Father, 
are in me and I am in you, may 
they also be in us, so that the 
world may believe that you have 
sent me.  
 “The glory that you have 
given me I have given them, so 
that they may be one, as we are 

one, I in them and you in me, 
that they may become completely 
one, so that the world may know 
that you have sent me and have 
loved them even as you have 
loved me.  
 “Father, I desire that those 
also, whom you have given me, 
may be with me where I am, to 
see my glory, which you have 
given me because you loved me 
before the foundation of the 
world. 
 “Righteous Father, the 
world does not know you, but I 
know you; and these know that 
you have sent me. I made your 
name known to them, and I will 
make it known, so that the love 
with which you have loved me 
may be in them, and I in them.” 

Creed, Prayers, and Communion Liturgy 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: “Blest Be the Tie that Binds” 
(ELW #656)  

1     Blest be the tie that binds 
our hearts in Christian love; 
the unity of heart and mind 

is like to that above. 
2: Before our Father’s throne 
we pour our ardent prayers; 

our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, 
our comforts and our cares. 

3: We share our mutual woes, 
our mutual burdens bear, 

and often for each other flows 
the sympathizing tear. 

4: From sorrow, toil and pain, 
and sin we shall be free; 

and perfect love and friendship reign 
through all eternity. 

HOLY BAPTISM 
P   In baptism our gracious heavenly Father frees 
us from sin and death by joining us to the death and 
resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. We are born 
children of a fallen humanity; by water and the Holy 
Spirit we are reborn children of God and made 
members of the church, the body of Christ. Living 
with Christ and in the communion of saints, we 
grow in faith, love, and obedience to the will of God. 
Sponsors: I present Ian for baptism. 

P   Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace 
and love of God, do you desire to have Ian baptized 
into Christ? 
Response: I do. 
P   As you bring Ian receive the gift of baptism, 
you are entrusted with responsibilities: 
to live with him among God’s faithful people, 
bring him to the word of God and the holy supper, 
teach him the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten 
Commandments, place in his hands the holy 
scriptures, and nurture him in faith and prayer, so 
that Ian may learn to trust God, proclaim Christ 
through word and deed, care for others and the 
world God made, and work for justice and peace. 
Do you promise to help Ian grow in the Christian 
faith and life? 
Response: I do. 
P   Sponsors, do you promise to nurture Ian in the 
Christian faith as you are empowered by God's 
Spirit, and to help them live in the covenant of 
baptism and in communion with the church? 
Response: I do. 
P   People of God, do you promise to support Ian 
and pray for him in his new life in Christ? 
🅲  We do. 
P   I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, 
reject sin, and confess the faith of the church. 
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that 
defy God, the powers of this world that rebel against 
God, and the ways of sin that draw you from God? 

J 
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Response: I renounce them. 
P   Do you believe in God the Father? 
🅲  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
P   Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
🅲  I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, 
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended 
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
P   Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
🅲  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 
catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 
 
P   The Lord be with you. 
🅲  And also with you. 
P   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
🅲  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P   We give you thanks, O God, for in the 
beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and by 
your Word you created the world, calling forth life in 
which you took delight. Through the waters of the 
flood you delivered Noah and his family, and 
through the sea you led your people Israel from 
slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was 
baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 
By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection you 
set us free from the power of sin and death and raise 
us up to live in you. 
 Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your 
living Word, that those who are washed in the 
waters of baptism may be given new life. To you be 
given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and 
forever. 
🅲  Amen. 
 
BAPTISM  
P   Ian, I baptize you in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
🅲  Amen. 
 You belong to Christ, in whom you have 
been baptized. Alleluia! 
P   Let us pray. 

 We give you thanks, O God, that through water 
and the Holy Spirit you give your daughters and 
sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise 
them to eternal life. 
 Sustain Ian with the gift of your Holy Spirit: 
the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of 
counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the 
fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, 
both now and forever. 
Amen. 
P   Ian, child of God, you have been sealed by the 
Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ 
forever. 
🅲  Amen. 
WELCOME  
A lighted candle may be given to each of the newly 
baptized (to a sponsor of a young child) as a 
representative of the congregation says: 
L Let your light so shine before others that they 
may see your good works and glorify your Father in 
heaven. 
The ministers and the baptismal group face the 
assembly. A representative of the congregation 
leads the assembly in the welcome. 
L Let us welcome the newly baptized. 
🅲  We welcome you into the body of Christ 
and into the mission we share: join us in 
giving thanks and praise to God and bearing 
God's creative and redeeming word to all the 
world. 
 
VERSE: “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying” 
(ELW #752) 

Lord, listen to your children praying, 
Lord, send your Spirit in this place; 

Lord, listen to your children praying, 
send us love, send us power, send us grace. 

Lyrics by Ken Medema copyright © 1973 Hope Publishing Co. All rights 
reserved. Reprinted by permission under OneLicence.net permit #A-
733643 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
P   Set free from captivity to sin and death, we 
pray to the God of resurrection for the church, 
people in need, and all of creation. 
 Holy God, make your people one as you and 
your Son are one. Extend the gifts we have been 
given by your Spirit to all people, especially those 
experiencing division or questioning your love. God, 
in your mercy, 
🅲  hear our prayer. 
P   Make worthy the work of scientists who look to 
the stars and planets, as well as scientists who look 
to atoms and molecules. Bring innovation and well-
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being to humanity through their discoveries. God, in 
your mercy, 
🅲  hear our prayer. 
P   Keep in our minds those who have died in war, 
both military and civilians (especially…). May we 
honor them by seeking peaceful solutions to the 
conflicts that arise among nations and peoples. God, 
in your mercy, 
🅲 hear our prayer. 
P   Grant freedom to all who are overwhelmed by 
chronic illness, depression, or constant worry, 
especially:  
• Mary Andrews (Welcome Center volunteer 
from St. Anthony’s) 
• Dawn Bench (Welcome Center volunteer) 
• Doug Becker (Marlene’s son) 
• Pat Bernacchi 
• Jackie Brichacek (Nancy’s sister-in-law) 
• Jean Boothe (Grace soup kitchen supervisor) 
• Hank Buehrens 
• Andrew Calvert 
• Barb Caputo 
• Holly Cummings 
• Eric Dangerfield (Carolyn’s boyfriend)  
• Gregory Foster 
• Shirleen Gulick 
• Aggie Hartnell (Bert Felland’s mother) 
• Christine Hill 
• Sydney & Skyler Houston 
• Jacqueline & David Kramer 
• David Kristopeit (Nancy’s brother-in-law)  
· David Misurelli (Dottie’s son) 
• Rubel Pierce (Randy’s father) 
• Carolyn Reynold’s children Eddie, Santino, 
and Lytosha 
• Martha, Joel, and Jeanette Sanchez 
• Cynthia Schwartz (Norma’s daughter) 
• Marcia Swanson 
• Joyce Swift 
• Ron and Linda Wadham 
• Florence and Jacqueline Walker  (Carolyn’s 
sisters) 
• Timothy Walker 
• Dottie Watts  
• Kristi Weiss. 
 Open them to receive health and salvation in 
Christ Jesus through the Spirit’s gift of faith. God, in 
your mercy, 
🅲  hear our prayer. 
P   Stir imagination and understanding 
throughout the church in the work of poets, 
theologians, and hymnwriters (like Jiřī Tranovský, 
whom we commemorate today). Lead us into new 

visions and fresh expressions of your presence. God, 
in your mercy, 
🅲  hear our prayer. 
P   Unite us with the saints who have died and 
been raised in Jesus. Train us to wait with eager 
longing for Christ to come again, even as we sense 
his presence with us now. God, in your mercy, 
🅲  hear our prayer. 
P   In your mercy, O God, respond to these 
prayers, and renew us by your life-giving Spirit; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
🅲  Amen. 
 
PEACE 
P   The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
🅲  And also with you. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

MEAL 
 
OFFERING. “Doxology” (ELW #885) 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise God, all creatures here below; 
praise God above, ye heavenly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
P   Let us pray. 
 Living God, you gather the wolf and the lamb 
to feed together in your peaceable reign, and you 
welcome us all at your table. Reach out to us 
through this meal, and show us your wounded and 
risen body, that we may be nourished and believe in 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
🅲  Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P   The Lord be with you. 
🅲  And also with you. 
P   Lift up your hearts. 
🅲  We lift them to the Lord. 
P   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
🅲  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P   It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we 
should at all times and in all places give thanks and 
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the 
glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 
who, enthroned forever at your right hand, 
intercedes for us as our great high priest. 
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 And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and 
all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and 
sea and all their creatures, and with angels and 
archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn. 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (p. 144) 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P   Holy, living, and loving God, we praise you for 
creating the heavens and the earth. We bless you for 
bringing Noah and his family through the waters of 
the flood, for freeing your people Israel from the 
bonds of slavery, and for sending your Son to be our 
Redeemer. 
 We give you thanks for Jesus who, living 
among us, healed the sick, fed the hungry, and with 
a love stronger than death, gave his life for others.  
 In the night in which he was betrayed, our 
Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this 
is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for 
the remembrance of me. 
 Remembering, therefore, his life-giving death 
and glorious resurrection, we await your promised 
life for all this dying world. Breathe your Spirit on us 
and on this bread and cup: carry us in your arms 
from death to life, that we may live as your chosen 
ones, clothed in the righteousness of Christ. 
Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty 
Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. 
🅲  Amen 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  
P   Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us 
pray as Jesus taught us.  
🅲  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed 
be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven: 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P   The risen Christ dwells with us here. All who 
are hungry, all who are thirsty, come. 
COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 146) 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
grant us peace. 

 
SONG: “One Bread, One Body” (ELW #496) 
Refrain:  One bread, one body, one Lord of all; 

one cup of blessing which we bless, 
and we, though many throughout the earth, 

we are one body in this one Lord. 
1: Gentile or Jew, servant or free, 
woman or man, no more. Refrain 

2: Many the gifts, many the works, 
one in the Lord of all. Refrain 

3: Grain for the fields, scattered and grown, 
Gathered to one for all. Refrain 

Text and music © 1978 John B. Foley, SJ and OCP Publications, 5536 
NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved. Used by 
permission under OneLicence.net permit #A-733643 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION.  
P   Let us pray. 
 Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s 
resurrection you send light to conquer darkness, 
water to give new life, and the bread of life to 
nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to 
your Son’s resurrection, that we may show your 
glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our 
risen Lord. 
🅲  Amen. 

SENDING 
 
BLESSING 
P   God, the Author of life, Christ, the living 
Cornerstone, and the life-giving Spirit of adoption, 
☩ bless you now and forever. 
🅲  Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG. “Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love” 
vv. 1 & 3 (ELW #708)  
Refrain: Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love, 

show us how to serve 
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the neighbors we have from you. 
1:   Kneels at the feet of his friends, 

silently washes their feet, 
master who acts as a slave to them. Refrain 

3:  These are the ones we will serve,  
 these are the ones we will love; 

all these are neighbors to us and you. Refrain 
© 1969 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights 
reserved. Used by permission under OneLicence.net permit #A-733643 

 
DISMISSAL 
P   Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

🅲  He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
P   Go in peace. Tell what God has done. 
🅲  Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
Liturgy copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission: annual permit SAS017083 
 

Altar Flowers 
 
 Thank you to Jan Recor for giving the altar 
flowers this Sunday in honor of all veterans.

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
   1 2 

8:30-9:15 am GWC 
breakfast 

2:00-5:00 pm 
Infant Moses 
ministry 

3 
8:30-9:15 am GWC 

breakfast 

4 Shavuot 

5 Pentecost 
9:30 am Worship 

service 
10:40 am Pollinator 

planting 
2:00 pm New member 

class 
7:00 pm NA 

6 
9:00am-noon Pantry 

volunteers 

7 
9:00am-noon Pantry 

volunteers 
4:00-5:30 pm GWC 

food pantry 

8 9 
8:30-9:15 am GWC 

breakfast 
2:00-5:00 pm 

Infant Moses 
ministry 

 

10 
8:30-9:15 am GWC 

breakfast 

11 St. Barnabas 

12 Trinity Sunday 
9:30 am Worship 

service 
11:00 am Church 

council 
2:00 pm New member 

class 
7:00 pm NA 

13 
9:00am-noon Pantry 

volunteers 
 

14 Flag Day 
9:00am-noon Pantry 

volunteers 
4:00-5:30 pm GWC 

food pantry 

15 16 
8:30-9:15 am GWC 

breakfast 
2:00-5:00 pm 

Infant Moses 
ministry 

 

17 
8:30-9:15 am GWC 

breakfast 

18 

19 Fathers Day; 
Juneteenth 

9:30 am Worship 
service 

2:00 pm New member 
class 

7:00 pm NA 

20 
9:00am-noon Pantry 

volunteers 
 

21 
9:00am-noon Pantry 

volunteers 
4:00-5:30 pm GWC 

food pantry 
 

22 23 
8:30-9:15 am GWC 

breakfast 
2:00-5:00 pm 

Infant Moses 
ministry 

24 John the 
Baptist 

8:30-9:15 am GWC 
breakfast 

25 

26 
9:30 am Worship 

service 
2:00 pm New member 

class 
7:00 pm NA 

27 
9:00am-noon Pantry 

volunteers 
 

28 
9:00am-noon Pantry 

volunteers 
4:00-5:30 pm GWC 

food pantry 

29 Sts. Peter 
& Paul 

30 
8:30-9:15 am GWC 

breakfast 
2:00-5:00 pm 

Infant Moses 
ministry 

July 1 Canada Day 
8:30-9:15 am GWC 

breakfast 

 

 

June Birthdays & Anniversaries 
 
June 3 Senja Underwood 
June 3 Ron & Linda Wadham 

(61) 
June 6 Andres Vargas 

June 10 Viola Dreger 
June 14 Dave & Jackie Kramer 

(25) 
June 18 Judy Gregory 

June 18 Dave Kramer 
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Planting Pollinators Planned 
 
 Immediately after the worship service on 
Sunday, June 5, join us in the courtyard for the 
planting of pollinators. For details, please see Karen 
Kempinen. 

 A sign-up sheet is in the 
narthex for watering the garden in 
the courtyard over the spring and 
summer. 

 

A Pastoral Message on Abortion from Bishop Elizabeth Eaton 
  
 Our unity as Christians is 
through Jesus Christ, the One 
who embodies God's grace 
among us. Every day we dive into 
our baptism, through which God 
promises grace and mercy and 
draws us out to love and serve 
neighbors. 
 Yet, there are times when, 
even in our unity, we 
do not agree. The 
people of this 
church and this 
country have various 
and perhaps 
contrasting 
responses to the 
Supreme Court’s 
leaked draft opinion 
on abortion. 
Regardless of where 
each of us stands on 
the issue, the ELCA’s 1991 social 
statement on abortion speaks to 
all of us. 
 In the social statement, this 
church holds both women and 
“developing life in the womb” (p. 
2) as neighbors. This church 
declares that any person who has 
become unexpectedly pregnant 
has moral agency to discern what 
to do, and this decision-making 
usually happens in a community 
— not only the person who is 
pregnant but with God, family, 
partners, friends, doctors and 
pastors. While this church longs 
for a future with fewer abortions 
every year, the social statement 
points out that outlawing all or 
nearly all abortions is not the 
way to do this. The ELCA 
opposes both “the total lack of 
regulation of abortion” and 

“legislation that would outlaw 
abortion in all circumstances” (p. 
9). 
 This church’s social 
teaching states that abortion 
must be legal, regulated and 
accessible. People who choose to 
have legal abortions should not 
be harassed or prevented from 

accessing abortion due to 
economic or other 
factors. 
 I recognize that the 
leaked court draft does 
not represent the 
Supreme Court's ruling 
in its final form; 
nevertheless, it 
contradicts this church's 
teaching. This church 
teaches that abortion 
and reproductive health 

care, including contraception, 
must be legal and accessible. But 
it also teaches that, as a society 
and as a church, we must 
continuously strive to mitigate 
the factors that make it difficult 
to bear, raise and nurture 
children: lack of affordable 
health care, affordable childcare, 
paid sick time and paid parental 
leave; high student debt; and 
compensation that is inequitable 
based especially on gender or 
race. 
 I urge you to work locally to 
moderate any Supreme Court 
decision similar to the leaked 
draft. Not only would such a 
decision cause grave harm for 
many people with unexpected 
pregnancies, but it could create 
other problems as well. It has the 
potential to foster communities 

of conflict and moral policing 
rather than complex moral 
discernment. It will likely 
endanger or cause the deaths of 
people who need an abortion. 
And the legal bases established 
by any such decision threaten 
people's access to birth control, 
same-sex marriage, voting rights 
and their right to privacy. 
 Any ruling similar to the 
leaked draft will upend 50 years 
of legal precedent in our nation 
and damage the health and well-
being of many. The prospect is 
daunting. As Christians, we 
persevere in hope. We must 
continue to be bold in our 
prayers and in our public witness 
for a more just society that 
cherishes and guarantees the 
dignity of all.  
 “May the God of hope fill 
you with all joy and peace in 
believing, so that you may 
abound in hope by the power of 
the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 In Christ, 
The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton 
Presiding Bishop 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America 
May 17, 2022 
 

Men’s Group, 
Council Meetings 

 
 The Grace Men’s group will 
meet after the worship service on 
May 29. A cookout is planned; as 
of press time, we were in need of 
hamburger buns. 
 Council meets June 12. 
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Synod Assembly Approves Memorial on Climate Action, Reelects Bishop 
 
 409 clergy and lay leaders 
from around the Greater 
Milwaukee Synod met on line 
and at the Italian-American 
Center in Milwaukee May 20 and 
21. Assembly voting members 
passed a budget for 2023-24 and 
reelected Synod Bishop Paul 
Erickson to a second six-year 
term. Synod constitutional and 
bylaw changes were also 
approved. 
 Participants raised 
$12,358.19 for Lutheran 
Immigration and Refugee 
Service. Contributions will still 
be accepted on line at 
https://tinyurl.com/SAoffering 
until June 1. 
 Pastor Barker was one of 
the persons who worked on a 
memorial on Climate Action that 
was passed by voting members. A 
memorial calls on the 
churchwide assembly to take an 
action: in this case, to set a goal 
of reducing the synod’s 
greenhouse emissions 50% by 
2030 and 100% by 2050. 
 The memorial also calls on 
the ELCA to create an Energy 
Stewardship Grant Fund to assist 
congregations in communities of 
color or impacted by poverty to 
reduce their greenhouse gas 
emissions. 

 A resolution supporting 
educators and the teaching of 
information relating to racism 
and inclusivity passed. The 
resolution called for the Bishop’s 
office to craft a public statement 
to send to the offices of the 
Governor and state legislature 
and to member congregations 
acknowledging “our growing 
understanding of the importance 
of confronting the history of 
racism in our nation.” The 
resolution further states that the 
congregations of the Milwaukee 
Synod “also resist the banning of 
movements in public education 
that would create space for those 

who are struggling with different 
gender identity and sexuality and 
recognize them as equal 
participants in the educational 
process.” 
 A review and revision of 
LGBTQ+ references in the Social 
Statement “Human Sexuality: 
Gift and Trust” passed. This 
involved addition of neutral 
pronouns and more up-to-date 
inclusive language. 
 We thank Gracie and Senja 
Underwood for representing 
Grace Lutheran Church as voting 
delegates at the synod assembly! 

 

Offerings: May 22, 2022 
 
General offering  ......................................... $ 1,476.00 
Altar flowers ................................................... $ 80.00 
Grace Endowment Fund .............................. $ 100.00 
Infant Moses ministry .................................... $ 25.00 
Parking lot repair ........................................... $ 35.00 
From non-members:  
 General offering ................................... $ 185.00 
 Welcome Center carts ......................... $ 100.00 
Holy Assembly building use ......................... $ 500.00 
Welcome Center 5th Anniversary tickets ........ $ 10.00 
Processing fees ............................................... ($ 2.50) 
Total  .......................................................... $ 2,508.50 

Grace weekly budget in 2022: $ 3,269.56 
 Notes: The weekly 
budget amount given here 
was calculated by taking the 
total expenses in the 2022 
budget and dividing the 
result by 52. 
 You can contribute by 
mail, or electronically 
through the “Donations” 
link at GraceKenosha.com. 

 



10 Grace Notes    May 29, 2022   
	

Grace Lutheran Church 
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Pastor Jonathan Barker: jonathan.w.barker17@gmail.com 626-864-6404 
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New Member Classes Start in June 
 
 Our next new members class meets at 2:00 
p.m. on Sundays beginning June 5. Please contact 

Pastor Barker or the church office if you are 
interested in participating. 

 

In Light of Tuesday’s Robb Elementary School Tragedy 
 
 The Kenosha County Board 
is considering allowing concealed 
firearms in county-run buildings, 
including Brookside.  You can 
read about this in Kenosha News 
here: https://www.kenoshanews 
.com/kenosha-county-
committee-oks-limited-lifting-of-
gun-ban-on-some-county-

buildings-advances-
proposal/article_0e70bbae-
db98-11ec-b934-
a76f1da7d6df.html 
 In light of the tragedy this 
past week at Robb Elementary 
School in Uvalde, Texas, the last 
thing we need are more firearms 
in our community.  Please call 

your county board supervisor to 
let them know you oppose lifting 
the gun ban in county buildings.  
If you do not know who your 
county supervisor is, you can find 
out by contacting the county 
clerk at: 262-653-2552. 

 

Thank You for Welcoming Barkers 
 
 From Rev. Barker: Thank you so much to 
everyone who welcomed our new Grace Lutheran 
members, my parents, Kate and Charles Barker.  
You all made their visit special including them in 

climate protests, Grace Welcome Center, Infant 
Moses, our book study, dinners and lunches, and so 
much more!  Thank you so much fore being such a 
welcoming church family! 


