
 
 May 22, 2022

Gathering Liturgy for Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
P   Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
🅲  Christ is risen indeed! 
Alleluia! 
P   In the waters of baptism, 
we have passed over from death 
to life with Jesus Christ, and we 
are a new creation. For this 
saving mystery, and for this 
water, let us bless God, who was, 
who is, and who is to come.  
 We thank you, God, for 
your river of life, flowing freely 
from your throne: through the 
earth, through the city, through 
every living thing. You rescued 
Noah and his family from the 
flood; you opened wide the sea 
for the Israelites.  
 Now in these waters you 
flood us with mercy, and our sin 
is drowned forever. You open the 
gate of righteousness and we 
pass safely through. In Jesus 
Christ, you calm and trouble the 
waters. You nourish us and 
enclose us in safety. You call us 
forth and send us out. In lush 
and barren places, you are with 
us. You have become our 
salvation. 
 Now breathe upon this 
water and awaken your church 
once more. Claim us again as 
your beloved and holy people. 
Quench our thirst; cleanse our 
hearts; wipe away every tear.  

 To you, our Beginning and 
our End, our Shepherd and 
Lamb, be honor, glory, praise, 
and thanksgiving, now and 
forever.  
🅲  Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG: “It Is Well 
with My Soul” (ELW #785) 

1:  When peace like a river 
attendeth my way, 

when sorrows like sea billows 
roll, 

whatever my lot, thou hast 
taught me to say, 

it is well, it is well with my soul. 
Refrain:  It is well (it is well) 
With my soul (with my soul) 

It is well, it is well with my soul. 
4: Lord, hasten the day when 

our faith shall be sight, 

the clouds be rolled back as a 
scroll, 

the trumpet shall sound and the 
Lord shall descend; 

even so it is well with my soul. 
Refrain. 

 
GREETING 
P   The grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
🅲  And also with you. 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE. (ELW p. 
139) 
This is the feast of victory for our 

God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who 
was slain, 

whose blood set us free to be 
people of God. 

Power, riches, wisdom and 
strength, 

and honor, blessing, and glory 
are his. 

This is the feast of victory for our 
God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
Sing with all the people of God, 

and join in the hymn of all 
creation: 

Blessing, honor, glory, and 
might 

be to God and the Lamb forever. 
Amen. 



For the Lamb who was slain has 
begun his reign. 

Alleluia. 
This is the feast of victory for our 

God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P   Let us pray.  
 Bountiful God, you gather 
your people into your realm, and 
you promise us food from your 
tree of life. Nourish us with your 
word, that empowered by your 
Spirit we may love one another 
and the world you have made, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 
🅲  Amen 

Readings for Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 
Acts 16:9–15 

uring the night Paul had a 
vision: there stood a man 
of Macedonia pleading 

with him and saying, “Come over 
to Macedonia and help us.” 
When he had seen the vision, we 
immediately tried to cross over to 
Macedonia, being convinced that 
God had called us to proclaim the 
good news to them. 
 We set sail from Troas and 
took a straight course to 
Samothrace, the following day to 
Neapolis, and from there to 
Philippi, which is a leading city of 
the district of Macedonia and a 
Roman colony. We remained in 
this city for some days.  
 On the sabbath day we 
went outside the gate by the 
river, where we supposed there 
was a place of prayer; and we sat 
down and spoke to the women 
who had gathered there.  
 A certain woman named 
Lydia, a worshiper of God, was 
listening to us; she was from the 
city of Thyatira and a dealer in 
purple cloth. The Lord opened 
her heart to listen eagerly to what 
was said by Paul.  
 When she and her 
household were baptized, she 
urged us, saying, “If you have 
judged me to be faithful to the 
Lord, come and stay at my 
home.” And she prevailed upon 
us. 
 
Psalm 67 
1May God be merciful to us and 

bless us; 

 may the light of God’s face 
shine upon us. 

2Let your way be known 
upon earth, 

 your saving health among 
all nations. 

3Let the peoples praise you, O 
God; 

 let all the peoples praise you. 
4Let the nations be glad and 

sing for joy, 
 for you judge the peoples 

with equity and guide 
all the nations on 
earth.  

5Let the peoples praise you, O 
God; 

 let all the peoples praise you. 
6The earth has brought forth 

its increase; 
 God, our own God, has 

blessed us. 
7May God give us blessing, 
 and may all the ends of the 

earth stand in awe. 
 
Revelation 21:10, 22—22:5 

nd in the spirit one of the 
angels carried me away 
to a great, high mountain 

and showed me the holy city 
Jerusalem coming down out of 
heaven from God. … 
 I saw no temple in the city, 
for its temple is the Lord God the 
Almighty and the Lamb. And the 
city has no need of sun or moon 
to shine on it, for the glory of 
God is its light, and its lamp is 
the Lamb. The nations will walk 
by its light, and the kings of the 
earth will bring their glory into it. 
 Its gates will never be shut 
by day—and there will be no 

night there. People will bring into 
it the glory and the honor of the 
nations.  
 But nothing unclean will 
enter it, nor anyone who 
practices abomination or 
falsehood, but only those who are 
written in the Lamb’s book of 
life. 
 22:1Then the angel showed 
me the river of the water of life, 
bright as crystal, flowing from 
the throne of God and of the 
Lamb through the middle of the 
street of the city. On either side 
of the river is the tree of life with 
its twelve kinds of fruit, 
producing its fruit each month; 
and the leaves of the tree are for 
the healing of the nations.  
 Nothing accursed will be 
found there any more. But the 
throne of God and of the Lamb 
will be in it, and his servants will 
worship him; they will see his 
face, and his name will be on 
their foreheads. 
 And there will be no more 
night; they need no light of lamp 
or sun, for the Lord God will be 
their light, and they will reign 
forever and ever. 
 
GOSPEL: John 14:23–29 

esus answered Judas (not 
Iscariot), “Those who 
love me will keep my 

word, and my Father will love 
them, and we will come to them 
and make our home with them. 
Whoever does not love me does 
not keep my words; and the word 
that you hear is not mine, but is 
from the Father who sent me. 

D 

A 

J 
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 “I have said these things to 
you while I am still with you. But 
the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, 
whom the Father will send in my 
name, will teach you everything, 
and remind you of all that I have 
said to you. 
 “Peace I leave with you; my 
peace I give to you. I do not give 
to you as the world gives. Do not 
let your hearts be troubled, and 
do not let them be afraid. 

 “You heard me say to you, ‘I 
am going away, and I am coming 
to you.’ If you loved me, you 
would rejoice that I am going to 
the Father, because the Father is 
greater than I. And now I have 
told you this before it occurs, so 
that when it does occur, you may 
believe.” 

Creed, Prayers, and Communion Liturgy 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: “Touch That Soothes and Heals: 
See My Hands and Feet” (ACS #939)  

1:     Touch that soothes and heals the hurting, 
hands that break a loaf of bread; 
steps that walk beside the weary, 
bearing burdens in their stead: 

Refrain: “See my hands and feet,” said Jesus, 
love arisen from the grave. 

“Be my hands and feet,” said Jesus, 
"live as ones I died to save.” 

2: Feed the hungry, clothe the naked, 
visit ones in need of care, 

give the homeless warmth and shelter: 
Christ will find a welcome there. Refrain. 

3:  Love and serve without distinction 
all earth’s people, first and least. 
Know within each act of kindness 

hope and wholeness are increased. Refrain. 
4: Hands that beckon little children, 

bind a wound, prepare a meal, 
feet that rush to share good tidings, 
Christ arisen, still reveal. Refrain. 

Lyrics copyright © 2002 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All 
rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under OneLicence.net permit 
#A-733643 

CREED 
P   Let us confess our faith. 
🅲  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, 
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended 
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 
catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 
 
VERSE: “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying” 
(ELW #752) 

Lord, listen to your children praying, 
Lord, send your Spirit in this place; 

Lord, listen to your children praying, 
send us love, send us power, send us grace. 

Lyrics by Ken Medema copyright © 1973 Hope Publishing Co. All rights 
reserved. Reprinted by permission under OneLicence.net permit #A-
733643 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
P   Set free from captivity to sin and death, we 
pray to the God of resurrection for the church, 
people in need, and all of creation. 
 God of new life, open your church to the 
unexpected ways your Spirit is at work. Guide 
bishops, pastors, deacons, and lay leaders in their 
visioning, partnership, and planning. Surround us 
with your peace. God, in your mercy, 
🅲  hear our prayer. 
P   Give a vision of increase and abundant harvest 
for farmers, laborers, and gardeners who are 
beginning their growing season. Join their efforts 
with the goodness of creation to feed all living 
things. God, in your mercy, 
🅲  hear our prayer. 
P   Shine your light of wisdom and peace among 
nations. When those in power seek to assert 
dominance over others, confound their ways and 
make them yield to your humble authority. God, in 
your mercy, 
🅲 hear our prayer. 
P   Give safe haven to those who seek healing, 
liberation, or peace, especially:  
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• Mary Andrews (Welcome Center volunteer 
from St. Anthony’s) 
• Dawn Bench (Welcome Center volunteer) 
• Doug Becker (Marlene Binninger’s son) 
• Pat Bernacchi 
• Jackie Brichacek (Nancy’s sister-in-law) 
• Jean Boothe (Grace soup kitchen supervisor) 
• Hank Buehrens 
• Andrew Calvert 
• Barb Caputo 
• Holly Cummings 
• Eric Dangerfield (Carolyn Reynold’s 
boyfriend)  
• Gregory Foster 
• Shirleen Gulick 
• Aggie Hartnell (Bert Felland’s mother) 
• Christine Hill 
• Sydney & Skyler Houston 
• Jacqueline & David Kramer 
• David Kristopeit (Nancy’s brother-in-law)  
• David Misurelli (Dottie’s son) 
• Rubel Pierce (Randy’s father) 
• Carolyn Reynold’s children Eddie, Santino, 
and Lytosha 
• Martha, Joel, and Jeanette Sanchez 
• Cynthia Schwartz (Norma’s daughter) 
• Marcia Swanson 
• Joyce Swift 
• Ron and Linda Wadham 
• Florence and Jacqueline Walker  (Carolyn’s 
sisters) 
• Timothy Walker 
• Dottie Watts  
• Kristi Weiss. 
 Create places filled with hospitality where 
hurting people find your loving presence and 
wholeness. God, in your mercy, 
🅲  hear our prayer. 
P   Uphold the work of ministries and 
organizations in our communities who assist people 
experiencing homelessness, citizens returning from 
prison, and all marginalized people (especially…). 
Accomplish your will through their efforts. God, in 
your mercy, 
🅲  hear our prayer. 
P  God of life, enliven and nourish your church as 
our Greater Milwaukee Synod prepares to meet for 
our Synod Assembly. Send your Holy Spirit to 
breathe in and through those who gather to discern 
our work together as your people. Help us to be 
honest about who we are and hopeful for who we 
may become. Guide and bless the work of the Bishop 
Election Committee: Rev. Vicki Watkins, Vickie 
Stretz, Rev. Beth Ann Stone, Vicar Charlotte 
Linberry, Dan Christianson, Chuck Ellingson, and 

Jerry Key. Grant vision and discernment for all 
whose names are lifted up as candidates for bishop. 
Give wisdom and grace to the voting members as 
they choose who will serve as bishop for the next six 
years. Lead us and guide us as your church in this 
time and this place. God, in your mercy, 
🅲  hear our prayer. 
P   Assemble your people at rivers, streams, and 
fonts, where we remember our baptism and 
welcome others into the communion of saints. 
Gather us with those who have died (especially…) 
when we meet together at your river of life. God, in 
your mercy, 
🅲  hear our prayer. 
P   In your mercy, O God, respond to these 
prayers, and renew us by your life-giving Spirit; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
🅲  Amen. 
 
PEACE 
P   The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
🅲  And also with you. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

MEAL 
 
OFFERING. “Doxology” (ELW #885) 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise God, all creatures here below; 
praise God above, ye heavenly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
P   Let us pray. 
 Living God, you gather the wolf and the lamb 
to feed together in your peaceable reign, and you 
welcome us all at your table. Reach out to us 
through this meal, and show us your wounded and 
risen body, that we may be nourished and believe in 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
🅲  Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P   The Lord be with you. 
🅲  And also with you. 
P   Lift up your hearts. 
🅲  We lift them to the Lord. 
P   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
🅲  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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P   It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we 
should at all times and in all places give thanks and 
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the 
glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who, enthroned forever at your right hand, 
intercedes for us as our great high priest. 
 And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and 
all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and 
sea and all their creatures, and with angels and 
archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn. 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (p. 144) 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P   Holy, living, and loving God, we praise you for 
creating the heavens and the earth. We bless you for 
bringing Noah and his family through the waters of 
the flood, for freeing your people Israel from the 
bonds of slavery, and for sending your Son to be our 
Redeemer. 
 We give you thanks for Jesus who, living 
among us, healed the sick, fed the hungry, and with 
a love stronger than death, gave his life for others.  
 In the night in which he was betrayed, our 
Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this 
is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for 
the remembrance of me. 
 Remembering, therefore, his life-giving death 
and glorious resurrection, we await your promised 
life for all this dying world. Breathe your Spirit on us 
and on this bread and cup: carry us in your arms 
from death to life, that we may live as your chosen 
ones, clothed in the righteousness of Christ. 
Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty 
Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. 
🅲  Amen 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  
P   Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us 
pray as Jesus taught us.  

🅲  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed 
be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven: 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P   The risen Christ dwells with us here. All who 
are hungry, all who are thirsty, come. 
COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 146) 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
grant us peace. 

 
SONG: “Lift Every Voice and Sing” (ELW #841)  

1: Lift every voice and sing till earth and heaven 
ring, 

ring with the harmonies of liberty. 
Let our rejoicing rise high as the listening skies, 

let it resound loud as the rolling sea. 
Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has 

taught us; 
sing a song full of the hope that the present has 

brought us; 
facing the rising sun of our new day begun, 

let us march on till victory is won. 
2: Stony the road we trod, bitter the chastening 

rod, 
felt in the days when hope unborn had died; 

yet with a steady beat, have not our weary feet 
come to the place for which our parents sighed? 

We have come over a way that with tears has been 
watered; 

we have come, treading our path through the blood 
of the slaughtered, 

out from the gloomy past, till now we stand at last 
where the white gleam of our bright star is cast. 

3: God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 
thou who hast brought us thus far on the way; 

thou who hast by thy might led us into the light, 
keep us forever in the path, we pray. 

Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where 
we met thee; 

lest, our hearts drunk with the wine of the world, 
we forget thee; 

shadowed beneath thy hand may we forever stand, 
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true to our God, true to our native land. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P   Let us pray. 
 We give you thanks, generous God, for in this 
bread and cup we have tasted the new heaven and 
earth where hunger and thirst are no more. Send us 
from this table as witnesses to the resurrection, that 
through our lives, all may know life in Jesus’ name. 
🅲  Amen. 

SENDING 
 
BLESSING 
P   God, the Author of life, Christ, the living 
Cornerstone, and the life-giving Spirit of adoption, 
☩ bless you now and forever. 
🅲  Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG: “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” 
(ELW #631) 

1:   Love divine, all loves excelling, 
Joy of heaven, to earth come down! 

Fix in us thy humble dwelling, 
all thy faithful mercies crown. 
Jesus, thou art all compassion, 
pure, unbounded love thou art; 

visit us with thy salvation, 
enter every trembling heart. 

4: Finish then thy new creation,  
pure and spotless let us be; 

let us see thy great salvation 
perfectly restored in thee! 

Changed from glory into glory, 
till in heaven we take our place, 

till we cast our crowns before thee, 
lost in wonder, love, and praise! 

 
DISMISSAL 
P   Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
🅲  He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
P   Go in peace. Tell what God has done. 
🅲  Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
Liturgy copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission: annual permit SAS017083 
 

Altar Flowers 
 
 Thank you to Jan Recor for giving the altar 
flowers this Sunday in honor and memory of 
Ukraine. 
 

Planting Pollinators June 5 
 
 Immediately after the worship service on 
Sunday, June 5, join us in the courtyard for the 
planting of pollinators. For details, please see Karen 
Kempinen. 
 A sign-up sheet is in the narthex for watering 
the garden in the courtyard over the spring and 
summer. 

 

 
Pastor Barker’s parents, Charles and Kate, joined the Welcome Center breakfast chefs last Friday. 
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Photos by Rev. Chris Manke, Outreach for Hope. 

Welcome Center Celebrates Fifth Anniversary 
 

 The Welcome Center 
celebrated its fifth anniversary on 
May 13 with an open house, and 
a spaghetti dinner prepared and 
served by students at Harborside 
Academy. 
 Harborside students led 
tours of the Welcome Center and 
shared displays of student 
projects. They then led a 
program during which they 
recounted the Welcome Center’s 
beginnings in February of 2017 
with four guests, six volunteers, 
and Pastor Barker’s 12-cup coffee 
maker. 
 Now the Center serves an 
average of 135 families every 
week, and has added a food 
pantry on Tuesday afternoons 

and a free breakfast every 
Thursday and Friday morning.  
 Other featured speakers 
Friday evening were State 
Senator Bob Wirch, Alderman 
Bill Seil speaking on behalf of the 
Kenosha City Council, and 
Greater Milwaukee Synod Bishop 
Paul Erickson. 
 Due to our strong 
reputation and connection to this 
community, the Grace Welcome 
Center is often the first 
community agency approached 
for a helping hand when 
individuals and/or families lose 
their income or become 
homeless. Grace Welcome Center 
ensures their dignity and gives 
them hope by providing 

immediate assistance with food, 
clothing and bathing.  
 We also provide a 
connection for them to 
Kenosha Human Development 
Services where they get enrolled 
in Coordinated Entry for 
community services, which 
affords them access to emergency 
shelter and counseling services. 
 Thank you to David 
Underwood for organizing last 
week’s fundraiser for the 
Welcome Center. Thanks also to 
the students of Harborside 
Academy for pulling together to 
provide us with a program and 
dinner, and to the Grace Men’s 
Group for setting up. 
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May Laurels & Lauds 
 
 Thank you to Stephanie Knezz for leading our book 
discussion group in April and May. The group had an insightful 
and challenging discussion of the intersection of science and 
faith. 
 Thank you to the Grace Welcome Center for the Easter 
decorations at the church. 
  

Group Activities in May & June 
 
Men’s Group 
 
 The Grace Men’s group will meet after the worship service 
next Sunday, May 29. A cookout is planned. 
 
New Member Class 
 
 Our next new members class starts on Sunday, June 5 at 
2:00 p.m. 
 

Learn More about Outreach for Hope 
 
 Outreach for Hope supports and partners with 
inner-city ELCA congregations to serve our 
neighbors in need across the Greater Milwaukee 
Synod. Do you want to learn more about their 

inspirational Ministry Partners and how to help? 
Sign up for their monthly newsletter at 
outreachforhope.org/subscribe. 

 

Poor People’s Campaign: Keeping the Dream Alive 
 
 54 years ago, in June of 
1968, just weeks after he was 
murdered on a hotel balcony, the 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s 
dream of a Poor People’s 
March on Washington, D.C., 
came true. He had begun 
more than a year earlier 
bringing to light the principle 
that everyone – no matter 
race, creed, color – deserved 
the basics of life, should be 
allowed to be part of 
America’s economic 
successes.  
 The Poor People’s 
Campaign is working to keep that 
idea alive, marching to see that 
the American Dream covers all 
people, not just some. There are 
140 million poor and low-wage 
people in the nation, the Rev. Ari 

Douglas of Janesville, the state’s 
PPC organizer, told the Religious 
Leaders of CUSH (Congregations 
United to Serve Humanity) last 

week.  
 On June 18, 
supporters of the 
PPC will gather in 
Washington, D.C. 
to demand a 
moral revival, to 
demand that the 
economy that has 
created 
multibillionaires 
be leveled so that 

it works for more people, for all 
people. Buses will leave from 
Milwaukee and Madison on June 
17 and return June 19. If 40 
people from the Kenosha-Racine 
area want to sign up to go by bus, 

then the area would become the 
state’s third rally point, Douglas 
said. If anyone is interested in 
attending, check out the web site 
poorpeoplescampaign.org/june1
8.  
 If people can’t attend, they 
can talk up the campaign, 
Douglas said. 
 

CUSH Seeks Board 
Members 

 
 Be part of an interfaith 
coalition, living our faith and 
values in pursuit of justice 
through advocacy, education, 
and power. If you are interested 
in serving on CUSH’s board, 
email cushkenosha@gmail.com. 
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Milwaukee Synod WELCA May Become Inactive 
 
Dear Sisters in Christ, 
 The Greater Milwaukee 
Synodical Organization of 
Women of the ELCA held its 
annual convention on October 9 
of last year. A resolution was 
brought forth 
during the 
convention which 
asked the board to 
prayerfully consider 
disbanding the 
organization. The 
resolution was 
passed by the voting members 
present at the convention. 
 In keeping with the 
resolution, the board members 
consulted with the Executive 
Director of Women of the ELCA, 
Linda Post-Buskofsky. She 
informed the board that the 
constitution does not have a 

provision for the dissolution of 
the synodical organization. 
 However, as of October 8, 
2022, the president, vice 
president, treasurer, and all of 
the remaining board members 

will leave office. 
During the last few 
years, there have 
been no women 
who have come 
forward who are 
willing to be 
nominated as 

officers or board members. If 
there are none this year, the 
organization will be left without a 
working board and will not be 
able to continue and the 
organization will become 
inactive. 
 If congregational units truly 
want this organization to 

continue, they must diligently 
pray for women to be willing to 
be nominated. Those with 
questions concerning the 
resolution and the nomination 
process can feel free to email 
board president Sue Seidemann 
at seidesue@charter.net or call 
920-452-1634 for more 
information. 
 All women of ELCA 
congregations are invited to 
attend a gathering of the SWO on 
October 8. Information 
concerning the gathering can be 
found in the June issue of 
Gleanings, the SWO newsletter. 
 Sincerely, your sister in 
Christ, 
 Sue Seidemann, SWO 
President 

 

ELCA Plans Social Statement on Government, Civic Engagement 
 
 An ELCA task force is at work on a new social 
statement about civics and faith, and it wants to 
hear from you. Social statements establish the basis 
for the ELCA’s public voice and policy decisions. 
They also serve as a 
teaching tool to help 
people discern and 
discuss their views on 
an issue. 
 Join members 
of the ELCA social 
statement task force 
for an ELCA-wide 
virtual listening 
event. The event will 
introduce what social 
statements are and 
how they’re developed. Then, participants will have 
a chance to share with task force members directly 
in breakout groups. The main questions will be: 
+    What themes, ideas or topics do you think the 
task force needs to talk about or consider for the 
social statement? 
+    What is important for the task force to consider 
in creating an effective social statement? 

 There are two opportunities to participate this 
week: 
! Tuesday, May 24, 7:00-8:15 p.m. Central time 
! Wednesday, May 25, 7:00-8:15 p.m. Central time 
 To learn more about the social statement 
process, visit elca.org/civicsandfaith. For more on 
our preëxisting social statements and study 
materials, including a new study guide on Faith, 
Sexism, and Justice: A Call to Action, visit 
elca.org/socialstatements. 
 If you have any questions, email 
civicsandfaith@elca.org 
 

Offerings: May 15, 2022 
 
General offering  ........................................ $ 1,300.00 
Benevolence .................................................. $ 155.00 
Parking lot repair ............................................ $ 10.00 
From non-members:  
 General offering ................................... $ 625.00 
 Memorial for Roger Raymond Nolan ... $ 20.00 
Processing fees .............................................. ($ 13.50) 
Total  .......................................................... $ 2,096.50 
Grace weekly budget in 2022: $ 3,269.56
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Health Department Brings 
Vaccination Clinic Here 
 
 The Kenosha County 
Public Health Department 
will open two COVID-19 
vaccination clinics here in 
cooperation with the Grace 
Welcome Center. 
 The first will be open 
from 8:15 to 9:15 a.m. on 
Friday, May 20. The second 
will be open from 4:00 to 
5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, May 
24. No appointment is 
needed. 
 First and second 
vaccine doses will be 
available free for anyone 5 
years old and up. Children 
under 18 must be accomp-
anied by a parent or 
guardian. 
 Booster shots of the 
three approved vaccines 
will be offered free for 
persons eligible under state 
and federal guidelines.  
 

Lutheran Immigration & Refugee Chair Addresses Assembly 
 
 The Greater Milwaukee 
Synod of the ELCA Assembly is 
meeting in Milwaukee this 
weekend. The theme of the 
assembly is “We Love All: 
Creating Communities of 
Welcome.” 
 The keynote 
speaker for the 
2022 Greater 
Milwaukee Synod 
Assembly dinner 
on Friday, May 20, 
is Krish O’Mara 
Vignarajah. 
 Krish is the 
President and CEO 
of Lutheran Immigration and 
Refugee Service, overseeing a 
significant growth in the size and 
scope of the organization. She 
previously served in the Obama 
White House as Policy Director 

for First Lady Michelle Obama 
and at the State Department as 
Senior Advisor under Secretary 
of State Hillary Clinton and 
Secretary of State John Kerry. 
 Krish has committed her 

career to public service 
because she knows 
how differently life 
could have turned out. 
Krish was nine months 
old when she and her 
family escaped a 
country on the brink of 
civil war and built a life 
in Maryland. Her 
parents came to this 

country with no jobs and $200 in 
their pockets. 
 Founded in 1939, Lutheran 
Immigration and Refugee Service 
is one of the largest refugee 
resettlement agencies in the 

United States. It is nationally 
recognized for its leadership 
advocating with refugees, asylum 
seekers, unaccompanied 
children, immigrants in 
detention, families fractured by 
migration and other vulnerable 
populations. Through nearly 80 
years of service and advocacy, 
LIRS has helped over 500,000 
migrants and refugees rebuild 
their lives in America. 
 The assembly will also hear 
a sermon from Rev. Marilyn 
Miller, General Chair of the 
synod’s Equipping the Saints 
Mission Appeal. Rev. Miller is a 
past President of Milwaukee 
Inner-city Congregations Allied 
for Hope (MICAH) and is a 
member of Cross Lutheran in 
Milwaukee, and a partner in 
Leading for Racial Equity, LLC. 


