
 
December 26, 2021 

Gathering Liturgy for First Sunday of Christmas  
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
P   Blessed be the holy Trinity, 
☩ one God, who sends the word 
with angels, who is made flesh 
among all peoples, and who 
breathes peace on all the earth. 
🅲  Amen. % 
P   In Christ, we are bold to 
name our sin and cry out for 
peace. 
 Holy God, 
🅲  we confess our sin 
before you. We replace 
compassion with 
competition. We seek what 
is mighty while ignoring the 
meek. We are quick to anger 
but slow to forgive. We have 
not put on love in harmony 
with you. Wrap us in the 
grace of your powerful 
Word. Swaddle our hearts 
with your peace, that all we 
do, in word or 
deed, may 
reflect your 
love born 
among us. 
Amen. 
P   I bring you 
good news of great 
joy for all people: 
God has come 
among us in the 
child born of 
Mary, Christ the 

Lord. ☩ In Christ your sins are 
forgiven and you are clothed in 
peace. 
🅲  Amen. % 
 
GATHERING SONG: “Good 
Christian Friends, Rejoice” (ELW 
#288) vv. 1 & 2 

1:  Good Christian friends, 
rejoice 

with heart and soul and voice; 
give ye heed to what we say: 
Jesus Christ is born today; 
ox and ass before him bow, 

and he is in the manger now. 
Christ is born today! 

Christ is born today! % 
2: Good Christian friends, rejoice 

with heart and soul and voice; 
now ye hear of endless bliss: 

Jesus Christ was born for this! 
He has opened heaven’s door, 
and we are blest forevermore. 

Christ was 
born for this! 

Christ was 
born for this! 

  
GREETING 
P   The grace 
of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, 
the love of 
God, and the 
communion of 
the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 

🅲  And also with you. 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 
204) 

Come, let us join our cheerful 
songs with angels round the 

throne; 
ten thousand thousand are their 

tongues, but all their joys are 
one. 

“Worthy the Lamb that died,” 
they cry, “to be exalted thus!” 
“Worthy the Lamb,” our lips 

reply, “for he was slain for us!” 
Jesus is worthy to receive honor 

and power divine; 
and blessings, more than we can 

give, be, Lord, forever thine. 
Let all creation join in one to 

bless the sacred name 
of God who sits upon the throne, 

and to adore the Lamb. 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P   Let us pray.  
 Shine into our hearts the 
light of your wisdom, O God, and 
open our minds to the knowledge 
of your word, that in all things we 
may think and act according to 
your good will and may live 
continually in the light of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
🅲  Amen. %
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First Sunday of Christmas Readings 
 
1 Samuel 2:18–20, 26 

amuel was ministering 
before the Lord, a boy 
wearing a linen ephod. 

His mother used to make for him 
a little robe and take it to him 
each year, when she went up with 
her husband to offer the yearly 
sacrifice. Then Eli would bless 
Elkanah and his wife, and say, 
“May the Lord repay you with 
children by this woman for the 
gift that she made to the Lord”; 
and then they would return to 
their home. … 
 Now the boy Samuel 
continued to grow both in stature 
and in favor with the Lord and 
with the people. 
 
Psalm 148 
1 Hallelujah! Praise the LORD 

 from the heavens; 
 praise God in the heights. 
2Praise the LORD, all you 

angels; 
 sing praise, all you hosts 

of heaven. 
3Praise the LORD, Sun and moon; 
 sing praise, all you shining 

stars. 
4Praise the LORD, heaven of 

heavens, 
 and you waters above the 

heavens. 
5Let them praise the name of the 

LORD, 
 who commanded, and they | 

were created, 
6who made them stand fast 

forever and ever, 
 giving them a law that 

shall not pass away.  
7Praise the LORD from the earth, 
 you sea monsters and all 

deeps; 
8fire and hail, snow and fog, 
 tempestuous wind, doing 

God’s will; 
9mountains and all hills, 
 fruit trees and all cedars; 
10wild beasts and all cattle, 

 creeping things and flying 
birds; 

11sovereigns of the earth and all 
peoples, 

 princes and all rulers of the 
world; 

12young men and maidens, 
 old and young together.  
13Let them praise the name of the 

LORD, 
 whose name only is exalted, 

whose splendor is over 
earth and heaven. 

14The LORD has raised up 
strength for the people 
and praise for all 
faithful servants, 

 the children of Israel, a 
people who are near the 
LORD. Hallelujah!   

 
Colossians 3:12–17 

s God’s chosen ones, holy 
and beloved, clothe 
yourselves with 

compassion, kindness, humility, 
meekness, and patience.  
 Bear with one another and, 
if anyone has a complaint against 
another, forgive each other; just 
as the Lord has forgiven you, so 
you also must forgive.  
 Above all, clothe yourselves 
with love, which binds everything 
together in perfect harmony. And 
let the peace of Christ rule in 
your hearts, to which indeed you 
were called in the one body. And 
be thankful. Let the word of 
Christ dwell in you richly; teach 
and admonish one another in all 
wisdom; and with gratitude in 
your hearts sing psalms, hymns, 
and spiritual songs to God.  
 And whatever you do, in 
word or deed, do everything in 
the name of the Lord Jesus, 
giving thanks to God the Father 
through him. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Alleluia! Lord and Savior: 

Open now your saving word. 
Let it burn like fire within us; 

Speak until our hearts are 
stirred. 

Alleluia! Lord, we sing 
For the good news that you 

bring. 

 
GOSPEL: Luke 1:25–40 

his is what the Lord has 
done for me when he 
looked favorably on me 

and took away the disgrace I 
have endured among my people. 
 In the sixth month the 
angel Gabriel was sent by God to 
a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 
to a virgin engaged to a man 
whose name was Joseph, of the 
house of David. The virgin’s 
name was Mary. And he came to 
her and said, “Greetings, favored 
one! The Lord is with you.” 
 But she was much 
perplexed by his words and 
pondered what sort of greeting 
this might be. The angel said to 
her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for 
you have found favor with God. 
And now, you will conceive in 
your womb and bear a son, and 
you will name him Jesus. He will 
be great, and will be called the 
Son of the Most High, and the 
Lord God will give to him the 
throne of his ancestor David. He 
will reign over the house of Jacob 
forever, and of his kingdom there 
will be no end.” 

S 

A T 
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 Mary said to the angel, 
“How can this be, since I am a 
virgin?” 
 The angel said to her, “The 
Holy Spirit will come upon you, 
and the power of the Most High 
will overshadow you; therefore 
the child to be born will be holy; 
he will be called Son of God. And 

now, your relative Elizabeth in 
her old age has also conceived a 
son; and this is the sixth month 
for her who was said to be 
barren. For nothing will be 
impossible with God.” 
 Then Mary said, “Here am 
I, the servant of the Lord; let it be 
with me according to your word. 

Then the angel departed from 
her. 
 In those days Mary set out 
and went with haste to a Judean 
town in the hill country, where 
she entered the house of 
Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth.   
 

Creed, Prayers, and Communion Liturgy 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: “The Bells of Christmas” 
(ELW #298) vv. 1 & 4 

1     The bells of Christmas chime once more; 
the heavenly guest is at the door. 

He comes to earthly dwellings still 
with new year gifts of peace, good will. % 

4: Oh, join with me, in gladness sing, 
to keep our Christmas with our king, 

until our song, from loving souls, 
like rushing mighty water rolls! % 

 
CREED 
P   Let us proclaim our faith:  
🅲  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only 
Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead. On the third day 
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 
catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 
of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
 
VERSE: “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying” 
(ELW #752) 

Lord, listen to your children praying, 
Lord, send your Spirit in this place; 

Lord, listen to your children praying, 
send us love, send us power, send us grace. 

“Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying” by Ken Medema copyright 
© 1973 Hope Publishing Co. All rights reserved. Reprinted by 
permission under OneLicence.net permit #A-733643 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
P   Joining our voices with the heavenly host 

and Christians throughout time and space, 
let us pray for the church, the world, and all 
in need. 
 You come to us in gatherings of your 
church across the globe. Unite us with 
those who celebrate your birth even when 
they are weighed down by grief, loss, 
poverty, hunger, or injustice. Merciful God, 
🅲  receive our prayer. 
P   You come to us in the diverse 
splendor of the universe. Grant us the 
humility to trust our place in the network of 
creation, that we live in service to you and 
the natural world. Merciful God, 
🅲  receive our prayer. 
P   You come to us through relationships 
of many kinds: families, friendships, 
communities, and nations. Guide us in 
these relationships, that we recognize the 
Christ child in one another and show your 
love to those most vulnerable. Merciful 
God, 
🅲  receive our prayer. 
P   You come to us through people whom 
the world forgets. Poor shepherds and an 
imprisoned Paul announced your good 
news. Send your Spirit to all who are 
imprisoned, struggling with addiction, 
unwell, or in any need this day, especially: 
• Mary Andrews (Welcome Center 
volunteer from St. Anthony’s) 
• Dawn Bench (Welcome Center 
volunteer) 
• Doug Becker (Marlene Binninger’s 
son) 
• Pat Bernacchi 
• Jackie Brichacek (Nancy’s sister-in-
law) 
• Jean Boothe (Grace soup kitchen 
supervisor) 
• Hank Buehrens 
• Andrew Calvert 
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• Pat Calvert 
• Barb Caputo 
• Holly Cummings 
• Eric Dangerfield (Carolyn Reynold’s 
boyfriend)  
• Gregory Foster 
• Steve Gapko 
• Shirleen Gulick 
• Aggie Hartnell (Bert Felland’s mother) 
• Christine Hill 
• Sydney Houston 
• Jacqueline & David Kramer 
• David Kristopeit (Nancy’s brother-in-law) 
• Ruth & Dean O’Hanlon 
• Carolyn Reynold’s children Eddie, Santino, 
and Lytosha 
• Martha, Joel, and Jeanette Sanchez 
• Cynthia Schwartz (Norma’s daughter) 
• Marcia Swanson 
• Joyce Swift 
• Linda Wadham 
• Florence and Jacqueline Walker  (Carolyn’s 
sisters) 
• Dottie Watts  
• Kristi Weiss (Rollie’s daughter). 
Merciful God, 
🅲  receive our prayer. 
P   You come to us in acts of justice and 
forgiveness. Open our hearts to forgive one another, 
without permitting injustice. Supply us with the 
wisdom to be clothed with love, binding all things 
together in perfect harmony. Merciful God, 
🅲  receive our prayer. 
P   You come to us through those who have died 
yet live with you forever (especially…). We give 
thanks for Stephen, deacon and martyr, who gave 
his life to tell the story of your love. Merciful God, 
🅲  receive our prayer. 
P   Rejoicing in your Word made flesh among us, 
we commend these prayers to you, confident of your 
grace and love made known to us in Jesus Christ, 
our Savior. 
🅲  Amen. % 

MEAL 
OFFERING: Doxology (ELW #884) 

1 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
P   Let us pray. 

 Gracious God, your Word-made-flesh brings 
harmony to the earth. As we offer ourselves and 
these your gifts, prepare us to receive the grace and 
truth you offer at this table and renew in us the song 
of your salvation, in Jesus Christ our Savior. 
🅲  Amen. % 
 
DIALOGUE & PREFACE 
P   The Lord be with you. 
🅲  And also with you. 
P   Lift up your hearts. 
🅲  We lift them to the Lord. 
P   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
🅲  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P   It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we 
should at all times and in all places give thanks and 
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through 
our Savior Jesus Christ. 
 In the wonder and mystery of the Word made 
flesh you have opened the eyes of faith to a new and 
radiant vision of your glory, that, beholding the God 
made visible, we may be drawn to love the God 
whom we cannot see.  
 And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise 
your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 207) 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest, 
hosanna in the highest. 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P   Holy God, Creator of all and Source of life, at 
the birth of time your word brought light into the 
world. In the fullness of time, you sent your Word, 
born of Mary, to shine in our darkness and to make 
us your daughters and sons. 
 In the night in which he was betrayed, our 
Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this 
is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for 
the remembrance of me. 



Grace Notes    December 26, 2021   5 
	

 Remembering, therefore, his birth and life 
among us, his death and resurrection, we await his 
coming again when all things will be restored in 
him. By your Spirit bless us and this bread and cup, 
that, held and nourished by you, we may live as your 
children, shining with the light of your Son. Through 
him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, 
with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now 
and forever. 
🅲  Amen 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
P   Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us 
pray as Jesus taught us.  
🅲 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed 
be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven: 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory,forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P   In Christ’s manger, at Christ’s table, come, see 
what God makes known for you. 
COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 154) 

O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world 
away; 

you suffered death our lives to save: have mercy 
now, we pray. 

O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world 
away; 

you set us free from guilt and grave: have mercy 
now, we pray. 

O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world 
away; 

eternal peace with God you made: give us your 
peace, we pray. 

CAROL: “Once in Royal David’s City” (ELW #269)  
1:    Once in royal David’s city 

stood a lowly cattle shed, 
where a mother laid her baby 

in a manger for his bed: 
Mary was that mother mild, 
Jesus Christ, her little child.  

2: He came down to earth from heaven 
who is God and Lord of all, 
and his shelter was a stable, 
and his cradle was a stall; 

with the poor and meek and lowly, 
lived on earth our Savior holy. 

3: And our eyes at last shall see him, 
through his own redeeming love; 
for that child so dear and gentle 

is our Lord in heaven above; 
and he leads his children on 

to the place where he is gone. 
4: Not in that poor lowly stable, 

with the oxen standing by, 
we shall see him; but in heaven, 
set at God’s right hand on high; 
there his children gather round, 

bright like stars, with glory crowned. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P   Let us pray. 
 Most High God, you have come among us at 
this table. By the Spirit’s power, form us to be 
bearers of your word, sharing gifts of mercy and 
grace with all, through Christ Jesus, our host and 
our guest. 
🅲  Amen. 

SENDING 
 
BLESSING 
P   The God of hope, fill us with all joy and peace 
in believing, so that we may abound in hope by the 
power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus for 
whom we wait. 
🅲  Amen. % 
 
SENDING SONG “Angels from the Realms of Glory” 
(ELW #275) vv. 1 & 4 

1: Angels, from the realms of glory, 
wing your flight o’er all the earth; 

once you sang creation’s story, 
now proclaim Messiah’s birth: 

Come and worship, come and worship, 
worship Christ, the newborn king. % 

4: All creation, join in praising 
God, the Father, Spirit, Son, 

evermore your voices raising 
to the eternal Three in One. 

Come and worship, come and worship, 
worship Christ, the newborn king. % 

 
DISMISSAL 
P   Go in peace. Christ is near. 
🅲  Thanks be to God! % 
Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg 
Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission: annual permit 
#SAS017083 
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Yuletide Worship Opportunities Hither and Yon 
 St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 
8760 37th Avenue, plans a 
worship service on Christmas 
morning at 9:00.  

 Grace Lutheran Church 
welcomes Rev. Stephen Gifford 
leading our worship service on 
Sunday, December 26. Pastor 

Gifford invites everyone 
worshiping at church or from 
home to bring a bell to ring at 
several points in the service.

 

Afghan Refugee Update from Bishop Erickson 
 
 "Last week, we shared an urgent appeal from 
our partners at Lutheran Social Services of 
Wisconsin and Upper Michigan regarding a need for 
co-sponsor groups for five Afghan families 
scheduled for resettlement in the Milwaukee area. 
We have received an overwhelming response, with 
over twelve groups offering to help.  
 “There will be a need for co-sponsors for quite 
some time, so even if your group is not needed in 
this first wave, have no fear; many more families will 
be coming. I am so grateful and proud of this church 

for your willingness to welcome these new 
neighbors. 
 “Any further inquiries re: co-sponsoring Afghan 
families should be made directly to Lutheran Social 
Services at church.relations@lsswis.org." 
 —Bishop Paul Erickson, Greater Milwaukee 
Synod, ELCA 
 Learn about other ways to help by visiting 
https://milwaukeesynod.org/help-for-afghan-
evacuees/ 

 

Grace Receipts: December 19, 2021 
 
General offering ......................................... $ 1,921.00 
Benevolence .................................................... $ 20.00 
Infant Moses Ministry .................................... $ 25.00 
Welcome Center ........................................... $ 225.00 
Christmas ....................................................... $ 25.00 
Parking lot maintenance ................................ $ 30.00 
From non-members: 
 non-designated .................................... $ 100.00 
For parking lot use ......................................... $ 60.00 
Minus banking fees ........................................ $ (4.70) 
Total  .......................................................... $ 2,401.30 

Grace weekly budget in 2021: $ 3,224.20 
 Notes: You can contribute by mail, or 
electronically through the “Donations” link at 
GraceKenosha.com. 
 

Men’s Group Meets in January 
 
 Grace’s Men’s Group will meet in the library 
after the worship service on Sunday, January 9. All 
interested men are invited.

 
 
Grace Welcome Center is 
so grateful for the Elders 
and Sisters from Latter Day 
Saints. We have had at least 
80 come through Welcome 
Center doors for the past 
four years. They come with 
big hearts and the 
willingness to do anything to 
help our guests at Grace 
Welcome Center. 
 
 



8 Grace Notes    December 26, 2021   
	

Grace Lutheran Church 
2006 60th Street 
Kenosha, Wisconsin 53140-3893 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
www.GraceKenosha.com + www.facebook.com/GraceElcaKenosha/ 
Worship services in sanctuary and on Facebook Sundays at 9:30 a.m., Christmas Eve at 4:30 p.m. 
Pastor Jonathan Barker: jonathan.w.barker17@gmail.com ' 626-864-6404 
Church office: graceoffice@wi.rr.com ' 262-654-9143 
Office hours: 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Tuesday through Friday 
 
 


