
 
December 19, 2021 

Gathering Liturgy for Fourth Sunday of Advent  
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT 
WREATH 
P   We praise you, O God, for 
this evergreen crown that marks 
our days of preparation for 
Christ’s advent. 
 As we light the candles on 
this wreath, open our eyes to see 
your presence in the lowly ones 
of this earth. Enlighten us with 
your grace, that we may sing of 
your advent among us in 
the Word made flesh. 
Grant this through 
Christ our Lord, whose 
coming is certain and 
whose day draws near. 
🅲  Amen. 
Light the four candles. 
 
ADVENT VERSE: ELW #257 

1: Oh, come, oh, come, 
Emmanuel, 

And ransom captive Israel 
That mourns in lonely exile here 

Until the Son of God appear. 
Refrain: Rejoice! Rejoice! 

Emmanuel shall come to thee, O 
Israel. 

2: Oh, come, O Wisdom from on 
high, 

Embracing all things far and 
nigh: 

In strength and beauty come 
and stay; 

Teach us your will and guide our 
way. Refrain. 

3:  Oh come, oh come, O Lord of 
might, 

As to your tribes on Sinai’s 
height 

In ancient times you gave the 
law 

In cloud and majesty, and awe. 
Refrain. 

4: Oh come, O Branch of Jesse, 
Free your own from Satan’s 

tyranny; 
From depths of hell 

your people save 
And give them victory 
o’er the grave. Refrain. 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
P   Blessed be the holy Trinity, 
☩ one God, who alone does 
wonders, who lifts up the lowly, 
who fills the hungry with good 
things. 
🅲  Amen. 
P   Let us confess our sin, 
trusting in the tender mercy of 
our God. 
 God for whom we wait, 
🅲  in the presence of one 
another, we confess our sin 
before you. We fail in 
believing that your good 
news is for us. We falter in 
our call to tend your 
creation. We find our sense 
of self in material wealth. 
We fear those different from 
ourselves. We forget that we 

are your children and turn 
away from your love. 
Forgive us, Blessed One, and 
assure us again of your 
saving grace. Amen. 
P   God, in Christ Jesus, has 
looked with favor upon you! 
Through the power of the Holy 
Spirit, ☩ your sins are forgiven. 
You are children of the Most 
High, inheritors of the eternal 
promise, and recipients of divine 
mercy. God strengthens you 
anew to follow the way of peace. 
🅲  Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG: “Here I Am, 
Lord” (ELW #574) vv. 1 & 3 

1:  “I, the Lord of sea and sky, 
I have heard my people cry. 

All who dwell in dark and sin 
my hand will save. 

I, who made the stars of night, 
I will make their darkness 

bright. 
Who will bear my light to them? 

Whom shall I send?” 
Refrain: Here I am, Lord. Is it I, 

Lord? 
I have heard you calling in the 

night. 
I will go, Lord, if you lead me. 
I will hold your people in my 

heart. 
3: “I, the Lord of wind and 

flame, 
I will tend the poor and lame. 



I will set a feast for them. 
My hand will save. 

Finest bread I will provide 
till their hearts be satisfied. 
I will give my life to them. 

Whom shall I send?” Refrain 
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GREETING 

P   The grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
🅲  And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P   Let us pray.  

 Stir up your power, Lord 
Christ, and come. With your 
abundant grace and might, free 
us from the sin that binds us, 
that we may receive you in joy 
and serve you always, for you live 
and reign with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
🅲  Amen. 

First Sunday of Advent Readings 
 
Micah 5:2–5a 

ut you, O Bethlehem of 
Ephrathah, 
  who are one of the 

little clans of Judah, 
 from you shall come forth for 

me 
  one who is to rule in Israel, 
 whose origin is from of old, 
  from ancient days. 
Therefore he shall give them up 

until the time 
  when she who is in labor has 

brought forth; 
 then the rest of his kindred 

shall return 
  to the people of Israel. 
And he shall stand and feed his 

flock in the strength of the 
LORD, 

  in the majesty of the name of 
the LORD his God. 

 And they shall live secure, for 
now he shall be great 

  to the ends of the earth; 
 and he shall be the one of 

peace. 
 
Luke 1:46b–55 
46b My soul proclaims the 

greatness of the Lord, 
 47my spirit rejoices in God my 

Savior, 
48for you, Lord, have looked 

with favor on your 
lowly servant. 

 From this day all 
generations will call me 
blessed: 

49you, the Almighty, have done 
great things for me 

 and holy is your name. 
50You have mercy on those 

who fear you, 
 from generation to 

generation. 
51You have shown strength with 

your arm 
 and scattered the proud in 

their conceit, 
52casting down the mighty 

from their thrones 
 and lifting up the lowly. 
53You have filled the hungry with 

good things 
 and sent the rich away empty. 
54You have come to the aid of 

your servant Israel, 
 to remember the promise 

of mercy, 
55the promise made to our 

forebears, 
 to Abraham and his children 

forever.  
 
Hebrews 10:5–10 

onsequently, when Christ 
came into the world, he 
said,  

 “Sacrifices and offerings you 
have not desired, 
  but a body you have 
prepared for me; 
in burnt offerings and sin 
offerings 
  you have taken no pleasure. 
 Then I said, ‘See, God, I 
have come to do your will, O God’ 
  (in the scroll of the book it is 
written of me).” 
 When he said above, “You 
have neither desired nor taken 

pleasure in sacrifices and 
offerings and burnt offerings and 
sin offerings” (these are offered 
according to the law), then he 
added, “See, I have come to do 
your will.” He abolishes the first 
in order to establish the second. 
And it is by God’s will that we 
have been sanctified through the 
offering of the body of Jesus 
Christ once for all. 
 
GOSPEL: Luke 1:39–45 

n those days Mary set out 
and went with haste to a 
Judean town in the hill 

country, where she entered the 
house of Zechariah and greeted 
Elizabeth.  
 When Elizabeth heard 
Mary’s greeting, the child leaped 
in her womb. And Elizabeth was 
filled with the Holy Spirit and 
exclaimed with a loud cry, 
“Blessed are you among women, 

and blessed is 
the fruit of 
your womb. 
And why has 
this happened 
to me, that 
the mother of 
my Lord 
comes to me? 

For as soon as I heard the sound 
of your greeting, the child in my 
womb leaped for joy. And blessed 
is she who believed that there 
would be a fulfillment of what 
was spoken to her by the Lord.” 

B 

C 

I 
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 And Mary said, “My soul 
proclaims the greatness of the 
Lord, 
  my spirit rejoices in God 
my Savior, 

for you, Lord, have looked with 
favor on your lowly servant. 
  From this day all 
generations will call me 
blessed: 

you, the Almighty, have done 
great things for me 
  and holy is your name. 

You have mercy on those who 
fear you, 

  from generation to 
generation. 

You have shown strength with 
your arm 
  and scattered the proud in 
their conceit, 

casting down the mighty from 
their thrones 
  and lifting up the lowly. 

You have filled the hungry with 
good things 

  and sent the rich away 
empty. 

You have come to the aid of your 
servant Israel, 
  to remember the promise 
of mercy, 

the promise made to our 
forebears, 
  to Abraham and his 
children forever.” 

 
 

Creed, Prayers, and Communion Liturgy 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: “My Soul Proclaims Your 
Greatness” (ELW #251) vv. 1 & 3 

1     My soul proclaims your greatness, Lord; 
I sing my Savior's praise! 

You looked upon my lowliness, 
and I am full of grace. 

Now every land and every age 
this blessing shall proclaim— 

great wonders you have done for me, 
and holy is your name. 

3: To Israel, your servant blest, 
your help is ever sure; 

the promise to our parents made 
their children will secure. 

Sing glory to the Holy One, 
give honor to the Word, 

and praise the Power of the Most High, 
one God, by all adored. 

CREED 
P   Confident in Christ’s resurrection, let us 
proclaim our faith:  
🅲  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, 
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended 
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 
catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

VERSE: “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying” 
(ELW #752) 

Lord, listen to your children praying, 
Lord, send your Spirit in this place; 

Lord, listen to your children praying, 
send us love, send us power, send us grace. 

“Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying” by Ken Medema copyright © 
1973 Hope Publishing Co. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission 
under OneLicence.net permit #A-733643 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
P   In this season of watching and waiting, let us 
pray for all people and places that yearn for God’s 
presence. 
 Nurturing God, you give us life and care for 
our every need. Use the church’s gifts and ministries 
for your service, bringing your word to all who seek 
your transforming grace. Hear us, O God. 
🅲  Your mercy is great. 
P   Creator God, you proclaim your boundless love 
for all that you have made. Renew barren lands, 
polluted waters, and melting ice caps. Make us 
servants of your creation that brings forth abundant 
life. Hear us, O God. 
🅲  Your mercy is great. 
P   Righteous God, you bring down the mighty 
and lift up the lowly. Strengthen those who seek 
justice. Bless the work of community organizers, 
activists, journalists, and all who call our attention 
to imbalances of power. Hear us, O God. 
🅲  Your mercy is great. 
P   Compassionate God, you proclaim your love 
and mercy. Show your lovingkindness to teen 
parents and those who are pregnant. Comfort any 
struggling with infertility and those who await test 
results, are in treatment and hospice care, and 
others in need, especially: 
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• Mary Andrews (Welcome Center volunteer 
from St. Anthony’s) 
• Dawn Bench (Welcome Center volunteer) 
• Doug Becker (Marlene Binninger’s son) 
• Pat Bernacchi 
• Jackie Brichacek (Nancy’s sister-in-law) 
• Jean Boothe (Grace soup kitchen supervisor) 
• Hank Buehrens 
• Andrew Calvert 
• Pat Calvert 
• Barb Caputo 
• Holly Cummings 
• Eric Dangerfield (Carolyn Reynold’s 
boyfriend)  
• Gregory Foster 
• Steve Gapko 
• Shirleen Gulick 
• Aggie Hartnell (Bert Felland’s mother) 
• Christine Hill 
• Sydney Houston 
• Jacqueline & David Kramer 
• David Kristopeit (Nancy’s brother-in-law) 
• Ruth & Dean O’Hanlon 
• Carolyn Reynold’s children Eddie, Santino, 
and Lytosha 
• Martha, Joel, and Jeanette Sanchez 
• Cynthia Schwartz (Norma’s daughter) 
• Marcia Swanson 
• Joyce Swift 
• Linda Wadham 
• Florence and Jacqueline Walker  (Carolyn’s 
sisters) 
• Dottie Watts  
• Kristi Weiss (Rollie’s daughter). 
Hear us, O God. 
🅲  Your mercy is great. 
P   Gracious God, you fill the hungry with good 
things. Bless the feeding ministries of this 
congregation and community. Guide us to share 
your bounty with those who hunger or live in 
poverty. Hear us, O God. 
🅲  Your mercy is great. 
P   Faithful God, you stir up the hearts of those 
who love you. We give you thanks for those who, like 
Mary, were courageous in their witness 
(especially…). Give us such courage until that day 
when you fulfill all things. Hear us, O God. 
🅲  Your mercy is great. 
P   God of new life, you come among us in the 
places we least expect. Receive these prayers and 
those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus. 
🅲  Amen. 

MEAL 

OFFERING: Doxology (ELW #884) 
1 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.. 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
P   Let us pray. 
 God of our waiting and watching, we offer the 
gifts of our hearts and our lives to the service of all 
your people. Prepare the way before us as we meet 
you in this simple meal, through Christ Jesus, our 
pathway and our peace. 
🅲  Amen. 
 
DIALOGUE & PREFACE 
P   The Lord be with you. 
🅲  And also with you. 
P   Lift up your hearts. 
🅲  We lift them to the Lord. 
P   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
🅲  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P   It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we 
should at all times and in all places give thanks and 
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through 
our Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted your people 
with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom 
you will also make all things new in the day when he 
comes to judge the world in righteousness. 
 And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise 
your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 153) 

Holy, holy, holy Lord,  
Lord God of power and might: 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P   Holy God, the Beginning and the End, 
our Salvation and our Hope, we praise you for 
creating a world of order and beauty. 
 When we brought on chaos, cruelty and 
despair, you sent the prophets to proclaim your 
justice and mercy. 
 At this end of the ages your Son Jesus came to 
bring us your love and to heal all the suffering 
world. 
 In the night in which he was betrayed, our 
Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
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and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this 
is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for 
the remembrance of me. 
 Remembering, therefore, his life, death, and 
resurrection, we await his coming again in 
righteousness and peace. Send your Spirit on us and 
on this bread and wine we share: strengthen our 
faith, increase our hope, and bring to birth the 
justice and joy of your Son. Through him all glory 
and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy 
Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever. 
🅲  Amen 
 
LORD’S PRAYER: TFF #33 
P   Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us 
pray as Jesus taught us.  

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory forever. Amen 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P   Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 

COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 154) 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

grant us peace, grant us peace. 
SONG: “What Feast of Love” (ELW #487)  

1:    What feast of love is offered here, 
what banquet come from heaven? 

What food of everlasting life, 
what gracious gift is given? 
This, this is Christ the king, 

the bread come down from heaven. 
Oh, taste and see and sing! 

How sweet the manna given! 
2: What light of truth is offered here, 

what covenant from heaven? 
What hope of everlasting life, 

what wondrous word is given? 

This, this is Christ the king, 
the sun come down from heaven. 

Oh, see and hear and sing! 
The Word of God is given! 

3: What wine of love is offered here, 
what crimson drink from heaven? 

What stream of everlasting life, 
what precious blood is given? 

This, this is Christ the king, 
the sweetest wine of heaven. 
Oh, taste and see and sing! 

The Son of God is given! 
 

© 1993 Delores Dufner, published by OCP Publications, 5536 NE 
Hassalo, Portland OR 97213. All rights reserved. Reprinted by 
permission under OneLicence.net permit #A-733643 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P   Let us pray. 
 Most High God, you have come among us at 
this table. By the Spirit’s power, form us to be 
bearers of your word, sharing gifts of mercy and 
grace with all, through Christ Jesus, our host and 
our guest. 
🅲  Amen. 

SENDING 
 
BLESSING 
P   The God of hope, fill us with all joy and peace 
in believing, so that we may abound in hope by the 
power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus for 
whom we wait. 
🅲  Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG “The First Noël” (ELW #439) vv. 1 
& 3 

1: The first Noël the angel did say 
was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 

in fields where they lay, keeping their sheep, 
on a cold winter's night that was so deep. 

Refrain: Noël, Noël, Noël, Noël! 
Born is the King of Israel. 

5: Then entered in those wise men three, 
full reverently upon their knee, 

and offered there in his presence 
their gold, and myrrh, and frankincense. Refrain 

 
DISMISSAL 
P   Go in peace. Christ is near. 
🅲  Thanks be to God! 
 
Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg 
Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission: annual permit 
#SAS017083 
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Yuletide Worship Opportunities Hither and Yon 
 Our Christmas Eve Service 
of Lessons and Carols 
will be at 4:30 p.m. 
Friday, December 24. 
Members of our Grace 
family will share the 
Christmas story in words 
and music. 
 St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 
8760 37th Avenue, plans a 

worship service on Christmas 
morning at 9:00.  
 Lord of Life Lutheran 
Church, 5601 Washington 
Road, offers a Blue 
Christmas service at 6:15 
p.m. this Wednesday, 
December 22. For some the 

Christmas season can remind us 
of loved ones or relationships we 

have lost. The sights and smells 
of the weeks approaching 
Christmas, rather than brining 
joy and delight, can bring 
sadness and grief. All are 
welcome to join a service where 
you will have the opportunity to 
address the sadness, the pain of 
loss, and even the anger that can 
accompany the season. 

 

 
Our carol-o-van spread Christmas cheer to homes of Grace members last Sunday. Sydney, Dawn, Skyler, Rex, 
Phil, Judy, Nancy, Jan and Linda stopped here in front of St. Catherine’s Commons 
 

Christmas Message from Bishop Eaton 
 
 This is our second pandemic Christmas. We 
thought this would be over so long ago. 
And still, we wear masks; we're 
physically distant; we can’t be with 
friends and family as we used to do. And 
also, there's so much that's broken in this 
world, so much that tells us, “Why have 
hope? Just give up.” 
 But we have a hope that's stronger 
than any of this, stronger even than 
death. The hope of God comes in the form of a tiny 
baby, a helpless child; nevertheless, who grew to a 

man and in his fragile strength was willing to die on 
the cross and was raised again. 
 I don't know what next Christmas 
will bring. I don't know what New Year's 
will bring. But I do know we have hope. 
 St. Paul put it this way: “May the 
God of hope fill you with all joy and peace 
in believing, so that you may abound in 
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” 
 Merry Christmas, dear church. 

 The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton Presiding Bishop, 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
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Our Men’s group will meet in the library after the worship service on Sunday, January 9. 

 

Lutheran Disaster Response Readies Aid After Tornadoes 
 
Friends, 
 On the night of December 10 
and early morning of 
Dec. 11, an outbreak of 
at least 30 tornadoes 
swept through six 
states. As of December 
12, 94 people are 
reported dead across 
five states, more than 
80 of those in 
Kentucky. For those 
unaccounted for, 
search-and-rescue 
operations are underway. Homes 
and businesses were destroyed, 
and over 300,000 people were 
without electricity. 
 Lutheran Disaster Response 
is collaborating with the Indiana-
Kentucky Synod and other 
partners in the area to assess the 

damage and develop an 
immediate and a long-term 

response plan. 
Your gifts to 
support these 
response efforts 
will empower 
our partners to 
meet survivors’ 
immediate and 
long-term 
needs.  
 Given the 
extent of the 

damage, recovery will take years, 
as thousands of homes will need 
to be rebuilt or repaired. With 
your support, Lutheran Disaster 
Response can accompany 
survivors on the long road to 
recovery. 

 Your gifts to “U.S. 
Tornadoes” will be used in full 
(100%) to help people impacted 
by the tornadoes until the 
response is complete. 
 The season of Advent is a 
time of hope as we prepare to 
celebrate Christ's birth. Right 
now, we have an opportunity to 
share hope with our neighbors in 
their time of greatest need. 
Please join me in prayer and 
consider giving if you are able. 
  Please give now 
 In Christ’s service, 
 The Rev. Daniel Rift 
Director, ELCA World Hunger 
and Lutheran Disaster Response 
Fund 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America 

Grace Receipts: December 12, 2021 
 
General offering ........................................... $ 699.00 
Benevolence ...................................................... $ 5.00 
via Thrivent Choice ........................................ $ 46.00 
From non-members: 
 for Grace Welcome Center .................. $ 230.00 
 non-designated .................................... $ 221.00 
Holy Assembly building use ......................... $ 500.00 

Minus banking fees ...................................... $ (13.80) 
Total  .......................................................... $ 1,687.20 
Grace weekly budget in 2021: $ 3,224.20 
 Notes: You can contribute by mail, or 
electronically through the “Donations” link at 
GraceKenosha.com. 
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Christmas Eve Liturgy  
 
WELCOME 
P  The angel said to the 
shepherds, “Do not be afraid; for 
see—I am bringing you good 
news of great joy for all the 
people: to you is born this day in 
the city of David a Savior, who is 
Christ, the Lord” (Luke 2:10-11). 
 As we gather we hear again 
the good news the angels 
proclaimed: God has come for all 
people through the birth of the 
one named Jesus. Through 
Bethlehem’s manger God comes 
into the chaos, messiness, and 
vulnerability of the world. In all 
things and at all times, we rejoice 
that God comes to save us and 
reigns in love. We come to adore 
Jesus who is Savior, Christ, and 
Lord. 
 
Gathering Carol: O Come, All Ye 
Faithful vv. 1 & 4 (ELW #283) 

1: O come, all ye faithful, 
joyful and triumphant! 
O come ye, O come ye to 

Bethlehem; 
come and behold him, 

born the king of angels: 
Refrain: O come, let us adore 

him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 

Christ the Lord! 
4: Yea, Lord, we greet thee, 

born this happy morning; 
Jesus, to thee be glory given! 

Word of the Father, 
now in flesh appearing: Refrain 

  
Greeting 
P  The grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 

🅲 And also with you. 
 
Canticle of Praise: Angels We 
Have Heard on High (ELW 
#289) 

1: Angels we have heard on 
high, 

sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
and the mountains in reply, 
echoing their joyous strains. 

Glōria in excelsis Deo; 
glōria in excelsis Deo. 

   
Prayer of the Day 
P  Let us pray.  
🅲 Almighty God, you made 
this holy night shine with 
the brightness of the true 
Light. Grant that here on 
earth we may walk in the 
light of Jesus’ presence and 
in the last day wake to the 
brightness of his glory; 
through your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen. 

 

Christmas Eve Readings and Carols 
  
FIRST READING: Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 

he people who walked in 
darkness 
  have seen a great 

light; 
 those who lived in a land of 
deep darkness— 
  on them light has shined. … 
6For a child has been born for us, 
  a son given to us; 
 authority rests upon his 
shoulders; 
  and he is named 
 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 
God, 
  Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace. 
His authority shall grow 
continually, 

  and there shall be endless 
peace 
 for the throne of David and his 
kingdom. 
  He will establish and uphold 
it 
 with justice and with 
righteousness 
  from this time onward and 
forevermore. 
 The zeal of the LORD of hosts 
will do this. 
 
FIRST CAROL What Child Is 
This (ELW 296) 
1: What child is this, who, laid 

to rest, 
on Mary's lap is sleeping? 

Whom angels greet with 
anthems sweet 

while shepherds watch are 
keeping? 

This, this is Christ the king, 
whom shepherds guard and 

angels sing; 
haste, haste to bring him laud, 

the babe, the son of Mary! 
3: So bring him incense, gold, 

and myrrh; 
come, peasant, king, to own him. 

The King of kings salvation 
brings; 

let loving hearts enthrone him. 
Raise, raise the song on high, 
the virgin sings her lullaby; 
joy, joy, for Christ is born, 
the babe, the son of Mary! 

T 
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 SECOND READING: Luke 2:1-5  
n those days a decree 
went out from Emperor 
Augustus that all the 

world should be registered. This 
was the first registration and was 
taken while Quirinius was 
governor of Syria. All went to 
their own towns to be registered. 
Joseph also went from the town 
of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, 
to the city of David called 
Bethlehem, because he was 
descended from the house and 
family of David. He went to be 
registered with Mary, to whom 
he was engaged and who was 
expecting a child.  
  
SECOND CAROL O Little Town 
of Bethlehem (ELW 279) 
1: O little town of Bethlehem, 

how still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless 

sleep 
the silent stars go by; 

yet in thy dark streets shineth 
the everlasting light. 

The hopes and fears of all the 
years 

are met in thee tonight. 
4: O holy child of Bethlehem, 

descend to us, we pray; 
cast out our sin, and enter in, 

be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels 

the great glad tidings tell; 
oh, come to us, abide with us, 

our Lord Immanuel! 
  
THIRD READING: Isaiah 11:1, 6-
10 

 shoot shall come out 
from the stump of Jesse, 
 and a branch shall grow 

out of his roots. … 
 The wolf shall live with the lamb, 
 the leopard shall lie down with 
the kid, 
 the calf and the lion and the 
fatling together, 
 and a little child shall lead them. 
The cow and the bear shall graze, 
 their young shall lie down 
together; 

 and the lion shall eat straw like 
the ox. 
The nursing child shall play over 
the hole of the asp, 
 and the weaned child shall put 
its hand on the adder’s den. 
They will not hurt or destroy 
 on all my holy mountain; 
 for the earth will be full of the 
knowledge of the LORD 
 as the waters cover the sea. 
On that day the root of Jesse 
shall stand as a signal to the 
peoples; the nations shall inquire 
of him, and his dwelling shall be 
glorious. 
  
THIRD CAROL It Came upon the 
Midnight Clear (ELW #282) 
1: It came upon the midnight 

clear, 

that glorious song of old, 
from angels bending near the 

earth 
to touch their harps of gold: 

“Peace on the earth, good will to 
all, 

from heaven’s all-gracious king.” 
The world in solemn stillness lay 

to hear the angels sing. 
4: For lo! The days are 

hastening on, 
by prophets seen of old, 

when with the ever-circling 
years 

shall come the time foretold, 
when peace shall over all the 

earth 
its ancient splendors fling, 

and all the world give back the 
song 

which now the angels sing. 

FOURTH READING: Luke 2:6-7  
hile Joseph and Mary 
were in Bethlehem, the 
time came for her to 

deliver her child. And she gave 
birth to her firstborn son and 
wrapped him in bands of cloth, 
and laid him in a manger, 
because there was no place for 
them in the inn. 
 
FOURTH CAROL Away in a 
Manger  (ELW 278) 
1: Away in a manger, no crib 

for his bed, 
the little Lord Jesus laid down 

his sweet head; 
the stars in the bright sky looked 

down where he lay, 
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the 

hay. 
3: Be near me, Lord Jesus; I 

ask you to stay 
close by me forever and love me, 

I pray. 
Bless all the dear children in 

your tender care 
and fit us for heaven, to live with 

you there. 
 
FIFTH READING: Luke 2:8-14 

n that region there were 
shepherds living in the 
fields, keeping watch over 

their flock by night. Then an 
angel of the Lord stood before 
them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them, and they 
were terrified. But the angel said 
to them, “Do not be afraid; for 
see — I am bringing you good 
news of great joy for all the 
people: to you is born this day in 
the city of David a Savior, who is 
the Messiah, the Lord. This will 
be a sign for you: you will find a 
child wrapped in bands of cloth 
and lying in a manger.” 
  And suddenly there was 
with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host, praising God and 
saying, 
“Glory to God in the highest 
heaven, 
 and on earth peace among those 
whom he favors!” 
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FIFTH CAROL Hark! The Herald 
Angels Sing (ELW 270) 

1: Hark! The herald angels 
sing, 

“Glory to the newborn king; 
peace on earth, and mercy mild, 

God and sinners reconciled.” 
Joyful, all you nations, rise; 
join the triumph of the skies; 
with angelic hosts proclaim, 

“Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 
Refrain: Hark! The herald angels 

sing, 
“Glory to the newborn king!” 

3: Hail the heaven-born Prince 
of peace! 

Hail the Sun of righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, 

ris'n with healing in his wings. 
Mild he lays his glory by, 

born that we no more may die, 
born to raise each child of earth, 

born to give us second birth. 
Refrain 

 
SIXTH READING: Luke 2:15-20 

hen the angels had left 
them and gone into 
heaven, the shepherds 

said to one another, “Let us go 
now to Bethlehem and see this 
thing that has taken place, which 
the Lord has made known to us.” 
So they went with haste and 
found Mary and Joseph, and the 
child lying in the manger. 
 When they saw this, they 
made known what had been told 
them about this child; and all 
who heard it were amazed at 
what the shepherds told them. 

But Mary treasured all these 
words and pondered them in her 
heart. 
  The shepherds returned, 
glorifying and praising God for 
all they had heard and seen, as it 
had been told them. 
  
SIXTH CAROL Good Christian 
Friends, Rejoice (ELW 288) 

1: Good Christian friends, 
rejoice 

with heart and soul and voice; 
give ye heed to what we say: 
Jesus Christ is born today; 
ox and ass before him bow, 

and he is in the manger now. 
Christ is born today! 
Christ is born today! 

3: Good Christian friends, 
rejoice 

with heart and soul and voice; 
now ye need not fear the grave; 
Jesus Christ was born to save! 
Calls you one and calls you all 

to gain the everlasting hall. 
Christ was born to save! 
Christ was born to save! 

 

Communion Liturgy 
 
OFFERING SONG. VV. 1-2 Go Tell It on the 
Mountain (ELW 290) 

Refrain: Go tell it on the mountain, 
over the hills and everywhere; 

go tell it on the mountain 
that Jesus Christ is born! 

1: While shepherds kept their watching 
o’er silent flocks by night, 

behold, throughout the heavens 
there shone a holy light. Refrain 

2: The shepherds feared and trembled 
when, lo, above the earth 
rang out the angel chorus 

that hailed our Savior’s birth. 
Refrain 

  
OFFERING PRAYER 
P  Gracious God, your Word-made-flesh brings 
harmony to the earth. As we offer ourselves and 
these your gifts, prepare us to receive the grace and 

truth you offer at this table and renew in us the song 
of your salvation, in Jesus Christ our Savior. 
🅲 Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING. DIALOGUE & PREFACE 
P  The Lord be with you. 
🅲 And also with you. 
P  Lift up your hearts. 
🅲 We lift them to the Lord. 
P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
🅲 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we 
should at all times and in all places give thanks and 
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through 
our Savior Jesus Christ. 
 In the wonder and mystery of the Word made 
flesh you have opened the eyes of faith to a new and 
radiant vision of your glory, that, beholding the God 
made visible, we may be drawn to love the God 
whom we cannot see. 

W 
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 And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise 
your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
SANCTUS 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of power and 
might: 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P  Holy God, Creator of all and Source of life, at 
the birth of time your word brought light into the 
world. In the fullness of time, you sent your Word, 
born of Mary, to shine in our darkness and to make 
us your daughters and sons. 
 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord 
Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 
given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
 Again, after supper, he took the 
cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood, shed for you 
and for all people for the forgiveness 
of sin. Do this for the remembrance 
of me. 
 Remembering, therefore, his 
birth and life among us, his death 
and resurrection, we await his 
coming again when all things will be 
restored in him. 
 By your Spirit bless us and this 
bread and cup, that, held and nourished by you, we 
may live as your children, shining with the light of 
your Son. Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy 
Church, both now and forever. 
🅲 Amen 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
P  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray 
as Jesus taught us.  
🅲  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed 
be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven: 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
  
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P  In Christ’s manger, at Christ’s table, come, see 
what God makes known for you. 
 
COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 154) 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
grant us peace, grant us peace. 

  
SONG 1 DURING COMMUNION The First Noël 
(ELW #300) 

1: The first Noël the angel did say 
was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 

in fields where they lay, keeping 
their sheep, 

on a cold winter's night that was so 
deep. 

Refrain: Noël, Noël, Noël, Noël! 
Born is the King of Israel. 

2: They looked up and saw a star 
shining in the east beyond them far; 
and to the earth it gave great light, 

and so it continued both day and 
night. Refrain 

3: And by the light of that same star 
three wise men came from country 

far; 
to seek for a king was their intent, 
and to follow the star wherever it 

went. Refrain 
4: This star drew near to the northwest, 

o'er Bethlehem it took its rest; 
and there it did both stop and stay 

right over the place where Jesus lay. Refrain 
5: Then entered in those wise men three, 

full reverently upon their knee, 
and offered there in his presence 

their gold, and myrrh, and frankincense. Refrain 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P  We thank you, wondrous God, for Jesus, God 
with us, in these gifts of bread and wine. As we have 
shared this feast of love, strengthen us to share your 
love with all the world. In Jesus’ name we pray. 
🅲 Amen. 
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CANDLE LIGHTING CAROL: Silent Night, Holy 
Night!: Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht! (ELW 281) 

1: Silent night, holy night! 
All is calm, all is bright 

round yon virgin mother and child. 
Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 
2: Silent night, holy night! 
Son of God, love's pure light 

radiant beams from your holy face, 
with the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at your birth, 
Jesus, Lord, at your birth. 

 
SENDING 

BLESSING 
P  The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in 
believing, so that we may abound in hope by the 
power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus, the 
Word made flesh. 
🅲 Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG Joy to the World (ELW #267) 

1: Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
Let earth receive her king; 

let every heart prepare him room 

and heaven and nature sing, 
and heaven and nature sing, 

and heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 
4: He rules the world with truth and grace 

and makes the nations prove 
the glories of his righteousness 

and wonders of his love, etc. 
 

DISMISSAL 
P  Go in peace. Rejoice in Christ our Savior. 
🅲 Thanks be to God! 
Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg 
Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission: annual permit 
#SAS017083 
 

Altar Flowers & Bulletins 
 
 Thank you to Brian and Bert Felland for 
sponsoring the altar flowers and worship bulletins 
in the month of December.  
 

Ring in Christmas Season 
 
 Pastor Stephen Gifford will lead our worship 
service on Sunday, December 26. He asks that 
everyone bring bells to church that day. 


