December 12, 2021

Gathering Liturgy for Third Sunday of Advent
LIGHTING OF THE
ADVENT WREATH
We praise
you, O God, for
this victory
wreath that
marks our days of preparation
for Christ’s advent. As we light
the candles on this wreath,
strengthen our hearts as we await
the Lord’s coming in glory.
Enlighten us with your grace,
that we may serve our neighbors
in need. Grant this through
Christ our Lord, whose coming is
certain and whose day draws
near.
🅲 Amen.
Light the three candles.
ADVENT VERSE: ELW #257
1: Oh, come, oh, come,
Emmanuel,
And ransom captive Israel
That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of God appear.
Refrain: Rejoice! Rejoice!
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O
Israel.
2: Oh, come, O Wisdom from on
high,
Embracing all things far and
nigh:
In strength and beauty come
and stay;
Teach us your will and guide our
way. Refrain.

3: Oh come, oh come, O Lord
of might,
As to your tribes on Sinai’s
height
In ancient times you gave the
law
In cloud and majesty, and awe.
Refrain.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity,
☩ one God, who alone does
wonders, who lifts up the lowly,
who fills the hungry with good
things.
🅲 Amen.
Let us confess our sin,
trusting in the tender mercy of
our God.
God for whom we wait,
🅲 in the presence of one
another, we confess our sin
before you. We fail in
believing that your good
news is for us. We falter in
our call to tend your
creation. We find our sense
of self in material wealth.
We fear those different from
ourselves. We forget that we
are your children and turn
away from your love.
Forgive us, Blessed One, and
assure us again of your
saving grace. Amen.

God, in Christ Jesus, has
looked with favor upon you!
Through the power of the Holy
Spirit, ☩ your sins are forgiven.
You are children of the Most
High, inheritors of the eternal
promise, and recipients of divine
mercy. God strengthens you
anew to follow the way of peace.
🅲 Amen.
GATHERING SONG: “Joy to the
World” (ELW #267) vv. 1 & 4
1: Joy to the world, the Lord is
come!
Let earth receive her king;
let every heart prepare him
room
and heaven and nature sing,
and heaven and nature sing,
and heaven, and heaven and
nature sing.
4: He rules the world with truth
and grace
and makes the nations prove
the glories of his righteousness
and wonders of his love,
and wonders of his love,
and wonders, wonders of his
love.
GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.
🅲 And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Stir up the wills of your
faithful people, Lord God, and
open our ears to the preaching of

John, that, rejoicing in your
salvation, we may bring forth the
fruits of repentance; through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with

you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
🅲 Amen.

Readings for Third Sunday of Advent
Zephaniah 3:14–20
ing aloud, O daughter
Zion;
shout, O Israel!
Rejoice and exult with all your
heart,
O daughter Jerusalem!
The LORD has taken away the
judgments against you,
he has turned away your
enemies.
The king of Israel, the LORD, is
in your midst;
you shall fear disaster no more.
On that day it shall be said to
Jerusalem:
Do not fear, O Zion;
do not let your hands grow
weak.
The LORD, your God, is in your
midst,
a warrior who gives victory;
he will rejoice over you with
gladness,
he will renew you in his love;
he will exult over you with loud
singing
as on a day of festival.
I will remove disaster from you,
so that you will not bear
reproach for it.
I will deal with all your
oppressors
at that time.
And I will save the lame
and gather the outcast,
and I will change their shame
into praise
and renown in all the earth.
At that time I will bring you
home,
at the time when I gather
you;
for I will make you renowned
and praised
among all the peoples of the
earth,
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when I restore your fortunes
before your eyes, says the
LORD.
Psalm: Isaiah 12:2-6
2 Surely God is my salvation; I
will trust, and will not be
afraid,
for the LORD GOD is my
strength and my might, and
has become my salvation.
3With joy you will draw
water
from the wells of
salvation.
4And you will say in that day:
Give thanks to the LORD,
call on God’s name;
make known the deeds of the
LORD among the nations;
proclaim that this name is
exalted.
5Sing praises to the LORD,
for he has done
gloriously;
let this be known in all the
earth.
6Shout aloud and sing for joy, O
royal Zion,
for great in your midst is the
Holy One of Israel.
Philippians 4:4–7
ejoice in the Lord always;
again I will say, Rejoice.
Let your gentleness be
known to everyone. The Lord is
near. Do not worry about
anything, but in everything by
prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be
made known to God.
And the peace of God,
which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your
hearts and your minds in Christ
Jesus.
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GOSPEL: Luke 3:7–18
ohn said to the crowds
that came out to be
baptized by him, “You
brood of vipers! Who warned you
to flee from the wrath to come?
Bear fruits worthy of repentance.
Do not begin to say to yourselves,
‘We have Abraham as our
ancestor’; for I tell you, God is
able from these stones to raise up
children to Abraham. Even now
the ax is lying at the root of the
trees; every tree therefore that
does not bear good fruit is cut
down and thrown into the fire.”
And the crowds asked him,
“What then should we do?”
In reply he said to them,
“Whoever has two coats must
share with anyone who has none;
and whoever has food must do
likewise.”
Even tax collectors came to
be baptized, and they asked him,
“Teacher, what should we do?”
He said to them, “Collect no
more than the amount prescribed
for you.”
Soldiers also asked him,
“And we, what should we do?”
He said to them, “Do not
extort money from anyone by
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threats or false accusation, and
be satisfied with your wages.”
As the people were filled
with expectation, and all were
questioning in their hearts
concerning John, whether he
might be the Messiah, John
answered all of them by saying,

“I baptize you with water; but
one who is more powerful than I
is coming; I am not worthy to
untie the thong of his sandals. He
will baptize you with the Holy
Spirit and fire. His winnowing
fork is in his hand, to clear his
threshing floor and to gather the

wheat into his granary; but the
chaff he will burn with
unquenchable fire.”
So, with many other
exhortations, he proclaimed the
good news to the people.

Creed, Prayers, and Communion Liturgy
HYMN OF THE DAY: “Savior of the Nations, Come”
(ELW #263) vv. 1 & 4
1 Savior of the nations, come;
virgin's son, make here your home.
Marvel now, O heaven and earth:
God has chosen such a birth.
4: From God’s heart the Savior speeds,
back to God his pathway leads;
out to vanquish death’s command,
back to reign at God’s right hand.
CREED
Let us proclaim our faith:

🅲

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son,
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of
the Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
INTRODUCTION TO PRAYERS “Lord, Listen to
Your Children Praying” (ELW #752)
Lord, listen to your children praying,
Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying,
send us love, send us power, send us grace.

“Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying” by Ken Medema copyright ©
1973 Hope Publishing Co. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission
under OneLicence.net permit #A-733643

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
In this season of watching and waiting, let us
pray for all people and places that yearn for God’s
presence.

Holy God, renew your church and raise up
leaders who announce your good news. Grant peace
to congregations and seminarians in the midst of
transition. Guide the work of candidacy and call
committees. Hear us, O God.
🅲 Your mercy is great.
Creating God, your Spirit brought forth the
earth and all that is in it. Breathe life into us, that we
are inspired to live in harmony with one another and
the planet. Hear us, O God.
🅲 Your mercy is great.
Shepherding God, you lead your people in
paths of righteousness. Raise up prophets in our
own day who warn against captivity to greed and
point us to the freedom found in generosity. Hear
us, O God.
🅲 Your mercy is great.
Nurturing God, you come near in times of
worry and need. Cradle us in your arms, that we
trust you and are not afraid. Attend to any who are
hungry, imprisoned, or ill this day, especially:
•
Mary Andrews (Welcome Center volunteer
from St. Anthony’s)
•
Dawn Bench (Welcome Center volunteer)
•
Doug Becker (Marlene Binninger’s son)
•
Pat Bernacchi
•
Jackie Brichacek (Nancy’s sister-in-law)
•
Jean Boothe (Grace soup kitchen supervisor)
•
Hank Buehrens
•
Andrew Calvert
•
Pat Calvert
•
Barb Caputo
•
Holly Cummings
•
Eric Dangerfield (Carolyn Reynold’s
boyfriend)
•
Connie, mother of Welcome Center volunteer
Lynda Eirich
•
Gregory Foster
•
Steve Gapko
•
Shirleen Gulick
•
Aggie Hartnell (Bert Felland’s mother)
•
Christine Hill
•
Sydney Houston
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•
Jacqueline & David Kramer
•
David Kristopeit (Nancy’s brother-in-law)
•
Dean O’Hanlon
•
Carolyn Reynold’s children
Eddie, Santino, and Lytosha
•
Martha, Joel, and Jeanette
Sanchez
•
Cynthia Schwartz (Norma’s
daughter)
•
Marcia Swanson
•
Joyce Swift
•
Linda Wadham
•
Florence and Jacqueline
Walker (Carolyn’s sisters)
•
Dottie Watts
•
Kristi Weiss (Rollie’s
daughter).
Hear us, O God.
🅲 Your mercy is great.
Rejoicing God, you exult over us in singing.
Enliven the song of this assembly and bless the
ministry of church musicians, especially Nancy,
Hank, and…. With instruments and dance, join our
voices to the song of all creation. Hear us, O God.
🅲 Your mercy is great.
We give you thanks for your servants who
showed us your goodness and grace (especially…).
By the power of your Spirit, keep us steadfast in
faith until we make our home with you.. Hear us, O
God.
🅲 Your mercy is great.
God of new life, you come among us in the
places we least expect. Receive these prayers and
those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus.
🅲 Amen.

MEAL
OFFERING: Doxology (ELW #884)
1 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost..
OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
God of our waiting and watching, we offer the
gifts of our hearts and our lives to the service of all
your people. Prepare the way before us as we meet
you in this simple meal, through Christ Jesus, our
pathway and our peace.
🅲 Amen.
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DIALOGUE & PREFACE
The Lord be with you.

🅲

And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.

🅲

We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

🅲

It is right to give our thanks and
praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful
God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You
comforted your people with the promise of the
Redeemer, through whom you will also make all
things new in the day when he comes to judge the
world in righteousness.
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise
your name and join their unending hymn:
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 153)
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
Lord God of power and might:
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver
of life: Blessed are you for the birth of creation.
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made
flesh.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our
Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this
is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for
the remembrance of me.
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
🅲 Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ
will come again.
With this bread and cup we remember your
Word dwelling among us, full of grace and truth. We

remember our new birth in his death and
resurrection. We look with hope for his coming.
🅲 Come, Lord Jesus.
Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come
among us.
Bless this meal. May your Word take flesh in us.
Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring
the gift of peace on earth.
🅲 Come, Holy Spirit.
All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of
Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most
High, one God, now and forever.
🅲 Amen
SUNG LORD’S PRAYER: TFF #33
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us
pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory forever. Amen
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to Christ’s banquet. Feast on God’s gift
of grace.
COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 154)
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
grant us peace, grant us peace.
SONG: “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” (ELW #272)
1: Lo, how a rose e’er blooming
from tender stem hath sprung!
Of Jesse’s lineage coming
as seers of old have sung,
it came, a flower so bright,
amid the cold of winter,
when half-spent was the night.
2: Isaiah had foretold it,
the rose I have in mind;
with Mary we behold it,
the virgin mother kind.
To show God’s love aright,
she bore to us a Savior,
when half-spent was the night.

3: This flower, whose fragrance tender
with sweetness fills the air,
dispels with glorious splendor
the darkness everywhere.
True man, yet very God,
from sin and death he saves us
and lightens every load.
4: O Savior, child of Mary,
who felt our human woe;
O Savior, king of glory,
who dost our weakness know:
bring us at length, we pray,
to the bright courts of heaven
and into endless day.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us
a foretaste of that day when the hungry will be fed
with good things. Send us forth to make known your
deeds and to proclaim the greatness of your name,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
🅲 Amen.

SENDING
BLESSING
The God of hope, fill us with all joy and peace
in believing, so that we may abound in hope by the
power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus for
whom we wait.
🅲 Amen.
SENDING SONG: “Go, Tell It on the Mountain”
(ELW #290) vv. 1 & 2
Refrain: Go tell it on the mountain,
over the hills and everywhere;
go tell it on the mountain
that Jesus Christ is born!
1: While shepherds kept their watching
o’er silent flocks by night,
behold, throughout the heavens
there shone a holy light. Refrain
2: The shepherds feared and trembled
when, lo, above the earth
rang out the angel chorus
that hailed our Savior’s birth. Refrain
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is near.

🅲

Thanks be to God!

Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg
Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission: annual permit
#SAS017083

Grace Notes

December 12, 2021

5

2022 Estimate of Giving slip
for Grace Lutheran Church
In grateful response to God's love and mercy, I/we estimate my/our giving will be:
! week
$____________per

! month Current $_____________ Benevolence $_______________
! year

Name/s__________________________________________________Date____________/2021
Phone_________________________ email/address__________________________________
Address _____________________________________________________________________
Church copy
" -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

2022 Estimate of Giving slip
for Grace Lutheran Church
In grateful response to God's love and mercy, I/we estimate my/our giving will be:
! week
$____________per

! month Current $_______________ Benevolence $_____________
! year

We invite you to keep this copy for your records
The new
walk-in
freezer is
installed in
the Rainbow
Room. It will
allow the
Welcome
Center to
serve much
more frozen
meat, frozen
fruit, and
frozen
vegetables
to our
community.
Thank you to
our crew of
volunteers!
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Join Us for Christmas Eve Worship
Our Christmas Eve Service of Lessons and
Carols will be at 4:30 p.m. Friday, December 24.
Please sign up in the narthex to read one of the
lessons.

If you prefer a daytime Christmas service, St.
Paul’s Lutheran Church, 8760 37th Avenue, plans a
worship service on Christmas morning at 9:00.

Seven new members joined the Grace family during the worship service last Sunday: Kathleen Adams,
Charles & Kate Barker (these three by Zoom), Dennis Eirich, Stephanie Knezz, and Phil McAndrew and
Rex Reeve. Welcome!

Grace Receipts: December 5, 2021
General offering ........................................ $ 1,049.00
Benevolence .................................................... $ 54.00
Thanksgiving .................................................. $ 35.00
Christmas ....................................................... $ 50.00
Parking lot maintenance/repair .................... $ 60.00
Pastor’s benefits package ............................. $ 165.00
From non-members:

for Welcome Center ............................ $ 250.00
non-designated ....................................$ 325.00
Minus banking fees ....................................... $ (14.77)
Total .......................................................... $ 3,103.23
Grace weekly budget in 2021: $ 3,224.20
You can contribute by mail, or electronically
through the “Donations” link at GraceKenosha.com.
Grace Notes

December 12, 2021

7

Urgent Appeal from Bishop Erickson
Friends in Christ:
For several months, we have
been hearing about the plight of
those evacuated from
Afghanistan. Several of these
families who have been
temporarily housed at Fort
McCoy in Western Wisconsin are
now ready to be resettled in
Milwaukee, and we need your
help!
Lutheran Social Services is
in urgent need of five co-sponsor
groups in the Milwaukee area to
welcome Afghan families arriving
soon. LSS has already secured
housing, so each co-sponsor

group will only need about 5 to 7
volunteers to commit to about 6
months of regular service and
hospitality with a family living on
the west side of Milwaukee.
Those who are seriously
interested in more information
are asked to contact Mary
Romskog at
mary@milwaukeesynod.org with
their name and contact
information by Tuesday,
December 14. Once co-sponsors
are signed up, families can move
out of Fort McCoy and into
homes in our neighborhoods.

This is a wonderful
opportunity for us to be people of
compassion and hospitality,
giving witness to the God who
became flesh to make a home
among us.
Thanks,
Bishop Paul Erickson

Altar Flowers and Bulletins
We thank Bert and Brian
Felland for sponsoring the altar
flowers and bulletins in the
month of December.

Welcome Center Holiday Donation List
The Grace Welcome Center
has put out a list of items the
Center would welcome as holiday
donations.
Warm Items (new)
• Men’s thermal long
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underwear, size L & XL
• Men’s ski gloves sizes L &
XL
• Men’s warm boots sizes 913
• Sleeping bags good to 0˚F

• Large backpacks
• Men’s underwear sizes L &
XL
• Women’s underwear sizes 7
&8
Hygiene Items
• toothpaste
• shampoo
• conditioner
• body wash
• women’s hygiene item pads
• men’s deodorant
Food Items
• jelly
• spaghetti sauce
• mayonnaise
• beef stew
• can tuna
• can chicken
• hamburger helper
• soup
• macaroni and cheese
• side dishes (rice, pasta,
potato)
Monetary donations can be
made at gracewelcomecenter.org
or by check, made out to Grace
Welcome Center, at 2006 60th
Street, Kenosha, 53140.

Carol-O-Van to
Spread Holiday
Cheer
We will set off on our
second annual carol-o-van this
Sunday, December 12, at 3:00
p.m. Like last year, we will
visit members of Grace who
are interested in getting some
Christmas cheer.
If you are interested in
being a caroler, please sign up
in the narthex. If you are
interested the carol-o-van
stopping at your place or a
relative’s place please let us
know at the church office.

Grace Notes

December 12, 2021

9

Grace Lutheran Church
2006 60th Street
Kenosha, Wisconsin 53140-3893

www.GraceKenosha.com
Worship services in sanctuary Sundays at 9:30 a.m., livestreamed at www.facebook.com/GraceElcaKenosha/
Pastor Jonathan Barker: jonathan.w.barker17@gmail.com ' 626-864-6404
Church office: graceoffice@wi.rr.com ' 262-654-9143
Office hours: 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Tuesday through Friday
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