
 
December 5, 2021 

Gathering Liturgy for Second Sunday of Advent  
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT 
WREATH 
P   We praise you, O God, for 
this evergreen crown that marks 
our days of preparation for 
Christ’s advent. 
 As we light the first candle 
on this wreath, rouse us from 
sleep, that we may be ready to 
greet our Lord when he comes 
with all the saints and angels. 
Enlighten us with your grace, and 
prepare our hearts to welcome 
him with joy. Grant this through 
Christ our Lord, whose coming is 
certain and whose day draws 
near. 
🅲  Amen. 
Light two candles. 
 
ADVENT VERSE: ELW #257,  
1: Oh, come, oh, come, 
Emmanuel, 
And ransom captive Israel 
That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear. 
Refrain: Rejoice! Rejoice! 
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O 
Israel. 
2: Oh, come, O Wisdom from on 
high, 
Embracing all things far and 
nigh: 
In strength and beauty come 
and stay; 
Teach us your will and guide our 
way. Refrain. 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
P   Blessed be the holy Trinity, 
☩ one God, who alone does 
wonders, who lifts up the lowly, 
who fills the hungry with good 
things. 
🅲  Amen. 
P   Let us confess our sin, 
trusting in the tender mercy of 
our God. 
 God for whom we wait, 
🅲  in the presence of one 
another, we confess our sin 
before you. We fail in 
believing that your good 
news is for us. We falter in 
our call to tend your 
creation. We find our sense 
of self in material wealth. 
We fear those different from 
ourselves. We forget that we 
are your children and turn 
away from your love. 
Forgive us, Blessed One, and 

assure us again of your 
saving grace. Amen. 
P   God, in Christ Jesus, has 
looked with favor upon you! 
Through the power of the Holy 
Spirit, ☩ your sins are forgiven. 
You are children of the Most 
High, inheritors of the eternal 
promise, and recipients of divine 
mercy. God strengthens you 
anew to follow the way of peace. 
🅲  Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG: “Prepare the 
Royal Highway” (ELW #264) vv. 
1 & 4 
1:  1 Prepare the royal highway; 

the King of kings is near! 
Let every hill and valley 

a level road appear! 
Then greet the King of glory, 

foretold in sacred story: 
Refrain: Hosanna to the Lord, 

for he fulfills God’s word! 
4: His is no earthly kingdom; 
it comes from heaven above. 

His rule is peace and freedom 
and justice, truth, and love. 

So let your praise be sounding 
for kindness so abounding: 

Refrain. 
 
GREETING 
P   The grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 



🅲  And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P   Let us pray.  

 Stir up our hearts, Lord 
God, to prepare the way of your 
only Son. By his coming give to 
all the people of the world 
knowledge of your salvation; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 
🅲  Amen. 

First Sunday of Advent Readings 
 
Malachi 3:1–4 

ee, I am sending my 
messenger to prepare the 
way before me, and the 

Lord whom you seek will 
suddenly come to his temple. The 
messenger of the covenant in 
whom you delight—indeed, he is 
coming, says the LORD of hosts. 
But who can endure the day of 
his coming, and who can stand 
when he appears?  
 For he is like a refiner’s fire 
and like fullers’ soap; he will sit 
as a refiner and purifier of silver, 
and he will purify the 
descendants of Levi and refine 
them like gold and silver, until 
they present offerings to the 
LORD in righteousness. Then the 
offering of Judah and Jerusalem 
will be pleasing to the LORD as in 
the days of old and as in former 
years. 
 
Psalm: Luke 1:68–79 
68 Blessed are you, Lord, the God 

of Israel, 
 you have come to your people 

and set them free. 
69You have raised up for us a 

mighty Savior, 
 born of the house of your 

servant David.  
70Through your holy prophets, 

you promised of old to save 
us from our enemies, 

 71from the hands of all who 
hate us, 

72to show mercy to our 
forebears, 

 and to remember your 
holy covenant. 

73This was the oath you swore to 
our father Abraham: 

 74to set us free from the hands 
of our enemies, 

free to worship you without 
fear, 

 75holy and righteous 
before you, all the days 
of our life.  

76And you, child, shall be called 
the prophet of the Most 
High, 

 for you will go before the Lord 
to prepare the way, 

77to give God’s people 
knowledge of salvation 

 by the forgiveness of their 
sins. 

78In the tender compassion of our 
God 

 the dawn from on high shall 
break upon us, 

79to shine on those who 
dwell in darkness and 
in the shadow of death, 

 and to guide our feet into 
the way of peace.  

 
Philippians  1:3–11 

 thank my God every time 
I remember you, 
constantly praying with 

joy in every one of my prayers for 
all of you, because of your 
sharing in the gospel from the 
first day until now. I am 
confident of this, that the one 
who began a good work among 
you will bring it to completion by 
the day of Jesus Christ.  
 It is right for me to think 
this way about all of you, because 
you hold me in your heart, for all 
of you share in God’s grace with 
me, both in my imprisonment 
and in the defense and 
confirmation of the gospel. For 
God is my witness, how I long for 

all of you with the compassion of 
Christ Jesus.  
 And this is my prayer, that 
your love may overflow more and 
more with knowledge and full 
insight to help you to determine 
what is best, so that in the day of 
Christ you may be pure and 
blameless, having produced the 
harvest of righteousness that 
comes through Jesus Christ for 
the glory and praise of God. 
 
GOSPEL: Luke 3:1–6 

n the fifteenth year of the 
reign of Emperor 
Tiberius, when Pontius 

Pilate was governor of Judea, and 
Herod was ruler of Galilee, and 
his brother Philip ruler of the 
region of Ituraea and 
Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler 
of Abilene, during the high 
priesthood of Annas and 
Caiaphas, the word of God came 
to John son of Zechariah in the 
wilderness. 
 He went into all the region 
around the Jordan, proclaiming a 
baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins, as it is written 
in the book of the words of the 
prophet Isaiah,  
 “The voice of one crying out in 
the wilderness: 
 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
  make his paths straight. 
Every valley shall be filled, 
  and every mountain and hill 
shall be made low, 
 and the crooked shall be made 
straight, 
  and the rough ways made 
smooth; 
and all flesh shall see the 
salvation of God.’ ” 
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Welcome of New Members; Prayers, and Communion Liturgy 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: “Comfort, Comfort Now My 
People” (ELW #256) vv. 1 & 3 

1     “Comfort, comfort now my people; 
tell of peace!” So says our God. 

Comfort those who sit in darkness 
mourning under sorrow’s load. 
To God’s people now proclaim 

that God’s pardon waits for them! 
Tell them that their war is over; 
God will reign in peace forever. 

3: Straight shall be what long was crooked, 
and the rougher places plain. 

Let your hearts be true and humble, 
as befits God's holy reign. 
For the glory of the Lord 

now on earth is shed abroad, 
and all flesh shall see the token 

that God’s word is never broken. 
WELCOMING NEW MEMBERS TO THE CONGREGATION 
P   Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of 
baptism and for these people, one with us in the 
body of Christ, whom we welcome as new members 
into the life and ministry of this congregation. 

A representative of the congregation or the 
presiding minister may introduce each new 
member or household. 
 Name/s  have come to our congregation 
from  name of congregation  in  location . 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
P  With the whole church, let us confess our faith.  
🅲  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, 
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended 
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 
catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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ADDRESS AND QUESTIONS 
P  In baptism, we are welcomed into the body of 
Christ and sent to share in the mission of God. We 
are called to live among God’s faithful people, to 
hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s 
supper, to proclaim the good news of God in Christ 
through word and deed, to serve all people, 
following the example of Jesus, and to strive for 
justice and peace in all the earth. 
 Sisters and brothers in Christ, do you intend to 
continue in the covenant of your baptism among 
God’s people in this place? 
Those being welcomed respond. I do, and I ask God 
to help and guide me. 
P  People of God, do you promise to support and 
pray for these new members in their life in Christ? 
🅲  We do, and we ask God to help and 
guide us. 
 
WELCOME 
A representative of the congregation addresses the 
assembly. 
Let us welcome these sisters and brothers in Christ 
to this community of faith. 
🅲  We rejoice with you in the life of 
baptism. Together we will give thanks and 
praise to God and proclaim the good news to 
all the world. 
 
VERSE: “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying” 
(ELW #752) 

Lord, listen to your children praying, 
Lord, send your Spirit in this place; 

Lord, listen to your children praying, 
send us love, send us power, send us grace. 

“Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying” by Ken Medema copyright © 
1973 Hope Publishing Co. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission 
under OneLicence.net permit #A-733643 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
P   In this season of watching and waiting, let us 
pray for all people and places that yearn for God’s 
presence. 
 You send messengers into the world to 
proclaim the day of your coming. Make our bishops, 
pastors, deacons, and lay preachers confident in 
their preaching, that their words and our lives 
witness to your grace. Hear us, O God. 
🅲  Your mercy is great. 
P   Send your Spirit to all living creatures that are 
endangered. Provide them with shelter and care, 
and bring us into right relationship with the earth 
that you create and call good. Hear us, O God. 
🅲  Your mercy is great. 

P   Send leaders to our nations, cities, schools, 
and businesses to work on behalf of those who have 
lost parents, spouses, and loved ones; immigrants; 
the imprisoned; those living in poverty; and all who 
are oppressed. Make them bold in their 
commitments to justice and reconciliation. Hear us, 
O God. 
🅲  Your mercy is great. 
P   Send your servants to care for those who 
suffer. Use our ministries and our lives to reach out 
with compassion to those who are hungry, 
oppressed, lonely, or ill, especially: 
• Mary Andrews (Welcome Center volunteer 
from St. Anthony’s) 
• Dawn Bench (Welcome Center volunteer) 
• Doug Becker (Marlene Binninger’s son) 
• Pat Bernacchi 
• Jackie Brichacek (Nancy’s sister-in-law) 
• Jean Boothe (Grace soup kitchen supervisor) 
• Hank Buehrens 
• Andrew Calvert 
• Pat Calvert 
• Barb Caputo 
• Holly Cummings 
• Eric Dangerfield (Carolyn Reynold’s 
boyfriend)  
• Connie, mother of Welcome Center volunteer 
Lynda Eirich 
• Gregory Foster 
• Steve Gapko 
• Shirleen Gulick 
• Aggie Hartnell (Bert Felland’s mother) 
• Christine Hill 
• Sydney Houston 
• Jacqueline & David Kramer 
• David Kristopeit (Nancy’s brother-in-law) 
• Dean O’Hanlon 
• Carolyn Reynold’s children Eddie, Santino, 
and Lytosha 
• Martha, Joel, and Jeanette Sanchez 
• Cynthia Schwartz (Norma’s daughter) 
• Marcia Swanson 
• Joyce Swift 
• Linda Wadham 
• Florence and Jacqueline Walker  (Carolyn’s 
sisters) 
• Dottie Watts  
• Kristi Weiss (Rollie’s daughter). 
Hear us, O God. 
🅲  Your mercy is great. 
P   Send prophets to speak difficult truths, even 
when they are poorly received. Embolden those who 
ask hard questions and challenge accepted ways. 
Instill in youth and elders alike a passion for 
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pointing to Jesus in all things aces we least expect. 
Receive these prayers and those of our hearts, in the 
name of Jesus. Hear us, O God. 
🅲 Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
P  Almighty God, by the love of Jesus Christ you 
draw people to yourself and welcome them into the 
household of faith. May we show your joy by 
embracing new brothers and sisters as we bear your 
creative and redeeming word to all the world. Keep 
us close together in your Spirit, in the breaking of 
bread and the prayers, and in service to others, 
following the example of Jesus Christ, our servant 
and Lord. 
🅲 Your mercy is great. 
P  We remember your saints, both those publicly 
celebrated and those more humbly remembered. 
Confident that your work will be completed, we live 
in faith until the day of your coming. Hear us, O 
God. 
🅲 Your mercy is great. 
P  God of new life, you come among us in the 
places we least expect. Receive these prayers and 
those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus. 
🅲  Amen. 

PEACE 
P  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
🅲 And also with you. 

MEAL 
 
OFFERING: Doxology (ELW #884) 

1 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
P   Let us pray. 
 God of our waiting and watching, we offer the 
gifts of our hearts and our lives to the service of all 
your people. Prepare the way before us as we meet 
you in this simple meal, through Christ Jesus, our 
pathway and our peace. 
🅲  Amen. 
 
DIALOGUE & PREFACE 
P   The Lord be with you. 
🅲  And also with you. 
P   Lift up your hearts. 
🅲  We lift them to the Lord. 
P   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

🅲  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P   It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we 
should at all times and in all places give thanks and 
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through 
our Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted your people 
with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom 
you will also make all things new in the day when he 
comes to judge the world in righteousness. 
 And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise 
your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 153) 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
Lord God of power and might: 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P   Holy God, the Beginning and the End, 
our Salvation and our Hope, we praise you for 
creating a world of order and beauty. 
 When we brought on chaos, cruelty and 
despair, you sent the prophets to proclaim your 
justice and mercy. 
 At this end of the ages your Son Jesus came to 
bring us your love and to heal all the suffering 
world. 
 In the night in which he was betrayed, our 
Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this 
is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for 
the remembrance of me. 
 Remembering, therefore, his life, death, and 
resurrection, we await his coming again in 
righteousness and peace. Send your Spirit on us and 
on this bread and wine we share: strengthen our 
faith, increase our hope, and bring to birth the 
justice and joy of your Son. Through him all glory 
and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy 
Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever. 
🅲  Amen 
 
SUNG LORD’S PRAYER: TFF #33 
P   Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us 
pray as Jesus taught us.  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 



6 Grace Notes    December 5, 2021   
	

thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory forever. Amen 

© 1935 by G. Schirmer, Inc. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P   Come to Christ’s banquet. Feast on God’s gift 
of grace. 
COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 154) 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
grant us peace, grant us peace. 

SONG: “Love Has Come” (ELW #292)  
1:    Love has come—a light in the darkness! 

Love shines forth in the Bethlehem skies. 
See, all heaven has come to proclaim it; 

hear how their song of joy arises: 
Love! Love! Born unto you, a Savior! 

Love! Love! Glory to God on high. 
2: Love is born! Come, share in the wonder. 

Love is God now asleep in the hay. 
See the glow in the eyes of his mother; 
what is the name her heart is saying? 

Love! Love! Love is the name she whispers; 
Love! Love! Jesus, Immanuel. 

3: Love has come and never will leave us! 
Love is life everlasting and free. 

Love is Jesus within and among us. 
Love is the peace our hearts are seeking. 

Love! Love! Love is the gift of Christmas; 
Love! Love! Praise to you, God on high! 

© 1996 Living the Natural Way, admin. Music Services, Brentwood, TN 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P   Let us pray. 
 Most High God, you have come among us at 
this table. By the Spirit’s power, form us to be 
bearers of your word, sharing gifts of mercy and 
grace with all, through Christ Jesus, our host and 
our guest. 
🅲  Amen. 

SENDING 
 
BLESSING 
P   The God of hope, fill us with all joy and peace 
in believing, so that we may abound in hope by the 
power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus for 
whom we wait. 
🅲  Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG “On Jordan’s Bank” (ELW #249) 
vv. 1 & 4 

1: On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry 
announces that the Lord is nigh; 

awake and hearken, for he brings 
glad tidings of the King of kings! 

4: Stretch forth your hand, our health restore, 
and make us rise to fall no more; 

oh, let your face upon us shine 
and fill the world with love divine. 

 
DISMISSAL 
P   Go in peace. Christ is near. 
🅲  Thanks be to God! 
 
Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg 
Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission: annual permit 
#SAS017083 

Join Us for Christmas 
Eve Worship 

   
 Our Christmas Eve Service of Lessons and 
Carols will be at 4:30 p.m. Friday, December 24. 
Come here to hear the Christmas story told by 
fellow members of your Grace family. 
 On Christmas Day, you have the option to 
participate in one of our other local Lutheran 
churches’ services.  Details will be announced as 
they become available. 
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Rev. Jesse Jackson Speaks Here 
 
 Rev. Jesse Jackson visited 
Grace Lutheran on Tuesday to 
meet with Kenosha community 
and faith leaders. He addressed 
the verdicts in the trials of Kyle 
Rittenhouse here and the killers 
of Armaud Arbery in Georgia. 
 Rev. Jackson was 
accompanied by Jacob Blake’s 

uncle, Justin Blake, and Bishop 
Tavis Grant, the national field 
director with the Rainbow PUSH 
Coalition. Rev. Jackson lauded 
local activist groups such as 
ReImagine Kenosha who 
advocate for justice. 
 "We need to decide today to 
be just, fair and decent," Jackson 

told the audience. “Choose love 
and kindness and keep hope 
alive.” 
 After his address, he met 
with and thanked Welcome 
Center volunteers who were 
present, for all they do to serve 
our Uptown community. 

Grace Receipts: November 24-28, 2021 
 
General offering ......................................... $ 1,716.00 
Thanksgiving .................................................. $ 74.00 
From non-members: 
 for Pastor’s benefits package .............. $ 250.00 
 for Thanksgiving ................................... $ 50.00 
 non-designated ..................................... $ 175.00 
Minus banking fees ...................................... $ (16.00) 

Total  ......................................................... $ 2,249.00 
Grace weekly budget in 2021: $ 3,224.20 
 
 Please remember to send in your offering if 
you are not worshiping at Grace in person. You can 
contribute by mail, or electronically through the 
“Donations” link at GraceKenosha.com. 
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Grace Lutheran Church 
2006 60th Street 
Kenosha, Wisconsin 53140-3893 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
www.GraceKenosha.com 
Worship services in sanctuary Sundays at 9:30 a.m., livestreamed at www.facebook.com/GraceElcaKenosha/ 
Pastor Jonathan Barker: jonathan.w.barker17@gmail.com ' 626-864-6404 
Church office: graceoffice@wi.rr.com ' 262-654-9143 
Office hours: 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Tuesday through Friday 
 

Help with 
Christmas Clean-

up Saturday 
 
 This Saturday, December 4, from 
10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., we need three 
or four people to help Council President 
Dawn Houston decorate for Christmas 
and also do some deep cleaning around 
Grace Lutheran.  Please call the office to 
let us know if you can help with this. 

Carol-O-Van to 
Spread Holiday Cheer  

 Next Sunday, December 12, 
at 3:00 p.m., we will set off from 
Grace’s parking lot on our second 
annual carol-o-van.  Like last 
year, we will visit members of 

Grace who are interested in 
getting some Christmas cheer. 
 If you are interested in 
being a caroler, please sign up in 

the narthex. If you are interested 
the carol-o-van stopping at your 
place or a relative’s place please 
let us know at the church office. 


