
 
November 28, 2021 

Gathering Liturgy for First Sunday of Advent  
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT 
WREATH 
P   We praise you, O God, for 
this evergreen crown that marks 
our days of preparation for 
Christ’s advent. 
 As we light the first candle 
on this wreath, rouse us from 
sleep, that we may be ready to 
greet our Lord when he comes 
with all the saints and angels. 
Enlighten us with your grace, and 
prepare our hearts to welcome 
him with joy. Grant this through 
Christ our Lord, whose coming is 
certain and whose day draws 
near. 
🅲  Amen. 
Light the first candle. 
 
ELW #257, V. 1 
Oh, come, oh, come, Emmanuel, 
And ransom captive Israel 
That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God apprear. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! 
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O 
Israel. 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
P   Blessed be the holy Trinity, 
☩ one God, who alone does 
wonders, who lifts up the lowly, 
who fills the hungry with good 
things. 
🅲  Amen. 

 
P   Let us confess our sin, 
trusting in the tender mercy of 
our God. 
 God for whom we wait, 
🅲  in the presence of one 
another, we confess our sin 
before you. We fail in 
believing that your good 
news is for us. We falter in 
our call to tend your 
creation. We find our sense 
of self in material wealth. 
We fear those different from 
ourselves. We forget that we 
are your children and turn 
away from your love. 
Forgive us, Blessed One, and 
assure us again of your 
saving grace. Amen. 
P   God, in Christ Jesus, has 
looked with favor upon you! 
Through the power of the Holy 
Spirit, ☩ your sins are forgiven. 
You are children of the Most 
High, inheritors of the eternal 
promise, and recipients of divine 

mercy. God strengthens you 
anew to follow the way of peace. 
🅲  Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG: “Hark! the 
Glad Sound” (ELW #239) vv. 1 & 
4 

1:  Hark, the glad sound! The 
Savior comes, 

the Savior promised long; 
let every heart prepare a throne 

and every voice a song. 
4:  Our glad hosannas, Prince of 

Peace, 
your welcome shall proclaim, 

and heave’s eternal arches ring 
with your beloved name. 

 
GREETING 
P   The grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
🅲  And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P   Let us pray.  
 Stir up your power, Lord 
Christ, and come. By your 
merciful protection alert us to the 
threatening dangers of our sins, 
and redeem us for your life of 
justice, for you live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
🅲  Amen. 



2 Grace Notes    November 28, 2021   

	

First Sunday of Advent Readings 
 
Jeremiah 33:14–16 

he days are surely 
coming, says the LORD, 
when I will fulfill the 

promise I made to the house of 
Israel and the house of Judah. In 
those days and at that time I will 
cause a righteous Branch to 
spring up for David; and he shall 
execute justice and righteousness 
in the land. In those days Judah 
will be saved and Jerusalem will 
live in safety.  
 And this is the name by 
which it will be called: “The LORD 
is our righteousness.” 
 
Psalm 25:1-10 
1 To you, O LORD,	I lift up my 

soul. 
2My God, I put my trust in 

you; let me not be put 
to shame, 

 nor let my enemies 
triumph over me. 

3Let none who look to you be put 
to shame; 

 rather let those be put to 
shame who are treacherous. 

4Show me your ways, O 
LORD, 

 and teach me your paths.  
5Lead me in your truth and teach 

me, 
 for you are the God of my 

salvation; in you have I 
trusted all the day long. 

6Remember, O LORD, your 
compassion and love, 

 for they are from 
everlasting.  

7Remember not the sins of my 
youth and my 
transgressions; 

 remember me according to 
your steadfast love and for 
the sake of your goodness, 
O LORD. 

8You are gracious and 
upright, O LORD; 

 therefore you teach 
sinners in your way. 

9You lead the lowly in justice 
 and teach the lowly your way. 
10All your paths, O LORD, are 

steadfast love and 
faithfulness 

 to those who keep your 
covenant and your 
testimonies.  

 
1 Thessalonians 3:9–13 

ow can we thank God 
enough for you in return 
for all the joy that we feel 

before our God because of you? 
Night and day we pray most 
earnestly that we may see you 
face to face and restore whatever 
is lacking in your faith. 
 Now may our God and 
Father himself and our Lord 
Jesus direct our way to you. And 
may the Lord make you increase 
and abound in love for one 
another and for all, just as we 
abound in love for you. And may 
he so strengthen your hearts in 
holiness that you may be 
blameless before our God and 
Father at the coming of our Lord 
Jesus with all his saints. 
 
GOSPEL: Luke 21:25–36 

esus said: “There will be 
signs in the sun, the 
moon, and the stars, and 

on the earth distress among 
nations confused by the roaring 
of the sea and the waves. People 
will faint from fear and 
foreboding of what is coming 
upon the world, for the powers of 
the heavens will be shaken.  Then 
they will see ‘the Son of Man 
coming in a cloud’ with power 
and great glory.  
 “Now when these things 
begin to take place, stand up and 

raise your heads, because your 
redemption is drawing near.” 
 Then he told them a 
parable: “Look at the fig tree and 
all the trees; as soon as they 
sprout leaves you can see for 
yourselves and know that 
summer is already near. So also, 
when you see these things taking 
place, you know that the 
kingdom of God is near. 

 “Truly I tell you, this 
generation will not pass away 
until all things have taken place. 
Heaven and earth will pass away, 
but my words will not pass away. 
 “Be on guard so that your 
hearts are not weighed down 
with dissipation and 
drunkenness and the worries of 
this life, and that day does not 
catch you unexpectedly, like a 
trap. For it will come upon all 
who live on the face of the whole 
earth. 
 “Be alert at all times, 
praying that you may have the 
strength to escape all these 
things that will take place, and to 
stand before the Son of Man.” 
 

T 
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Creed, Prayers, and Communion Liturgy 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: “Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is 
Sounding” (ELW #246) vv. 1 & 5 

1     Hark! a thrilling voice is sounding! 
“"Christ is near,” we hear it say. 

“Cast away the works of darkness, 
all you children of the day!” 

5:       Honor, glory, might and blessing, 
to the Father and the Son 
with the everlasting Spirit 
while unending ages run! 

CREED 
P   Confident in Christ’s resurrection, let us 
proclaim our faith:  
🅲  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, 
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended 
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 
catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
INTRODUCTION TO PRAYERS “Lord, Listen to 
Your Children Praying” (ELW #752) 

Lord, listen to your children praying, 
Lord, send your Spirit in this place; 

Lord, listen to your children praying, 
send us love, send us power, send us grace. 

“Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying” by Ken Medema copyright © 
1973 Hope Publishing Co. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission 
under OneLicence.net permit #A-733643 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
P   In this season of watching and waiting, let us 
pray for all people and places that yearn for God’s 
presence. 
 God of presence and peace, strengthen your 
church around the globe to proclaim the message of 
your love coming to the world. Open our hearts to 
recognize your face in all people and in all of 
creation. Hear us, O God. 
🅲  Your mercy is great. 
P   God of mighty redwoods and microscopic 
plants, fields and city parks, the wind and the waves, 

be a healing balm to our wounded planet. May we 
nurture what you have lovingly created. Hear us, O 
God. 
🅲  Your mercy is great. 
P   God of equity and compassion, bring 
righteousness and goodness to all peoples of the 
earth. Give a heart of discernment and integrity to 
leaders in our communities (local, state, and 
national government officials may be named). Hear 
us, O God. 
🅲  Your mercy is great. 
P   God of comfort and care, be present with those 
who watch and wait. Come to all who await births, 
deaths, divorces, new unions, new jobs, retirements, 
healing, and life transitions of every kind especially: 
• Mary Andrews (Welcome Center volunteer 
from St. Anthony’s) 
• Dawn Bench (Welcome Center volunteer) 
• Doug Becker (Marlene Binninger’s son) 
• Pat Bernacchi 
• Jackie Brichacek (Nancy’s sister-in-law) 
• Jean Boothe (Grace soup kitchen supervisor) 
• Hank Buehrens 
• Andrew Calvert 
• Pat Calvert 
• Barb Caputo 
• Holly Cummings 
• Eric Dangerfield (Carolyn Reynold’s 
boyfriend)  
• Connie, mother of Welcome Center volunteer 
Lynda Eirich 
• Gregory Foster 
• Steve Gapko 
• Shirleen Gulick 
• Aggie Hartnell (Bert Felland’s mother) 
• Christine Hill 
• Sydney Houston 
• Jacqueline & David Kramer 
• David Kristopeit (Nancy’s brother-in-law) 
• Dean O’Hanlon 
• Carolyn Reynold’s children Eddie, Santino, 
and Lytosha 
• Martha, Joel, and Jeanette Sanchez 
• Cynthia Schwartz (Norma’s daughter) 
• Marcia Swanson 
• Joyce Swift 
• Linda Wadham 
• Florence and Jacqueline Walker  (Carolyn’s 
sisters) 
• Dottie Watts  
• Kristi Weiss (Rollie’s daughter). 
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Hear us, O God. 
🅲  Your mercy is great. 
P   God of promises kept and new dreams 
awakened, shelter your people from destructive 
storms. We pray for those whose lives have been 
upended by natural disasters (especially…), for the 
work of Lutheran Disaster Response, Lutheran 
World Relief, and other relief organizations. Hear 
us, O God. 
🅲  Your mercy is great. 
P   God of companionship and community, we 
give you thanks for the saints who journeyed with us 
and now abide in you. Even in distress and 
uncertainty, make us confident that your promises 
endure forever. Hear us, O God. 
🅲  Your mercy is great. 
P   God of new life, you come among us in the 
places we least expect. Receive these prayers and 
those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus. 
🅲  Amen. 

MEAL 
 
OFFERING: Doxology (ELW #884) 

1 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
P   Let us pray. 
 God of our waiting and watching, we offer the 
gifts of our hearts and our lives to the service of all 
your people. Prepare the way before us as we meet 
you in this simple meal, through Christ Jesus, our 
pathway and our peace. 
🅲  Amen. 
 
DIALOGUE & PREFACE 
P   The Lord be with you. 
🅲  And also with you. 
P   Lift up your hearts. 
🅲  We lift them to the Lord. 
P   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
🅲  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P   It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we 
should at all times and in all places give thanks and 
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through 
our Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted your people 
with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom 
you will also make all things new in the day when he 
comes to judge the world in righteousness. 

 And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise 
your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 153) 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
Lord God of power and might: 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P   Holy God, the Beginning and the End, 
our Salvation and our Hope, we praise you for 
creating a world of order and beauty. 
 When we brought on chaos, cruelty and 
despair, you sent the prophets to proclaim your 
justice and mercy. 
 At this end of the ages your Son Jesus came to 
bring us your love and to heal all the suffering 
world. 
 In the night in which he was betrayed, our 
Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this 
is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for 
the remembrance of me. 
 Remembering, therefore, his life, death, and 
resurrection, we await his coming again in 
righteousness and peace. Send your Spirit on us and 
on this bread and wine we share: strengthen our 
faith, increase our hope, and bring to birth the 
justice and joy of your Son. Through him all glory 
and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy 
Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever. 
🅲  Amen 
 
LORD’S PRAYER: TFF #33 
P   Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us 
pray as Jesus taught us.  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory forever. Amen 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P   Come to Christ’s banquet. Feast on God’s gift 
of grace. 
COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 154) 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
grant us peace, grant us peace. 

SONG: “O Little Town of Bethlehem” (ELW #279)  
1:    O little town of Bethlehem, 

how still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 

the silent stars go by; 
yet in thy dark streets shineth 

the everlasting light. 
The hopes and fears of all the years 

are met in thee tonight. 
2:  For Christ is born of Mary, 

and, gathered all above 
while mortals sleep, the angels keep 

their watch of wondering love. 
O morning stars, together 

proclaim the holy birth, 
and praises sing to God the king, 

and peace to all the earth! 
3:   How silently, how silently 

the wondrous gift is given! 
So God imparts to human hearts 

the blessings of his heaven. 
No ear may hear his coming; 

but, in this world of sin, 
where meek souls will receive him, still 

the dear Christ enters in. 
4:      O holy child of Bethlehem, 

descend to us, we pray; 
cast out our sin, and enter in, 

be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels 

the great glad tidings tell; 
oh, come to us, abide with us, 

our Lord Immanuel! 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P   Let us pray. 
 Most High God, you have come among us at 
this table. By the Spirit’s power, form us to be 
bearers of your word, sharing gifts of mercy and 
grace with all, through Christ Jesus, our host and 
our guest. 
🅲  Amen. 

SENDING 
 
BLESSING 
P   The God of hope, fill us with all joy and peace 
in believing, so that we may abound in hope by the 
power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus for 
whom we wait. 
🅲  Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG “Soon and Very Soon” (ELW 
#439) vv. 1 & 3 
1: Soon and very soon, we are going to see the King. 

Soon and very soon, we are going to see the King. 
Soon and very soon, we are going to see the King. 
Hallelujah, hallelujah, we’re going to see the King. 

3: No more dying there, we are going to see the 
King.  

No more dying there, we are going to see the King. 
No more dying there, we are going to see the King. 
Hallelujah,	hallelujah, we’re going to see the King. 
Coda: Hallelujah,	hallelujah,	hallelujah,	hallelujah. 

“Soon and Very Soon” by Andrae Crouch, ©1976 The Sparrow Group 
 
DISMISSAL 
P   Go in peace. Christ is near. 
🅲  Thanks be to God! 
 
Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg 
Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission: annual permit 
#SAS017083 

Join Us for Christmas Eve Worship 
   
 Our Christmas Eve 
Service of Lessons and 
Carols will be at 4:30 p.m. 
Friday, December 24. 
Please sign up in the 
narthex to read one of the 
lessons. 

 On Christmas Day, 
you have the option to 
participate in one of our 
other local Lutheran 
churches’ services.  
Details will be announced 
as they become available. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
   1  World AIDS Day 2 

8:00-9:15 am 
Welcome Center 
breakfast & 
vaccine clinic 

2:00-5:00 pm 
Infant Moses 

 

3 
8:00-9:15 am 

Welcome Center 
breakfast 

4  
 
 
 

5 
9:30 am Worship 

service 
7:00 pm NA 

6 St. Nicholas 
9:00 am-12:00 

Pantry packing 
 
 

7 
9:00 am-12:00 

Pantry packing 
4:00-5:30 pm 

Food pantry 

8  
 

9 
8:00-9:15 am 

Welcome Center 
breakfast 

2:00-5:00 pm 
Infant Moses 

 

10 
8:00-9:15 am 

Welcome Center 
breakfast 

11   

12 Nuestra Señora 
de Guadalupe 

9:30 am Worship 
service 

3:00 pm Carol-0-
Van 

7:00 pm NA 
 

13 St. Lucy 
9:00 am-12:00 

Pantry packing 
 

14   
9:00 am-12:00 

Pantry packing 
4:00-5:30 pm 

Food pantry 
 

15   
 

16 Las Posadas 
8:00-9:15 am 

Welcome Center 
breakfast 

2:00-5:00 pm 
Infant Moses 

17   
8:00-9:15 am 

Welcome Center 
breakfast 

18 

19  
9:30 am Worship 

service 
11:00 am Church 

council 
7:00 pm NA 

20   
9:00 am-12:00 

Pantry packing 
 

21   
9:00 am-12:00 

Pantry packing 
4:00-5:30 pm 

Food pantry 
 

22 
 

23 
8:00-9:15 am 

Welcome Center 
breakfast 

2:00-5:00 pm 
Infant Moses 

 
 

24 Christmas Eve 
8:00-9:15 am 

GWC breakfast 
4:30 pm 

Christmas Eve 
worship service 

25 Christmas Day 
 

26  St. Stephen 
9:30 am Worship 

service 
7:00 pm NA 

27 St. John 
9:00 am-12:00 

Pantry packing 
  

28 Holy Innocents 
9:00 am-12:00 

Pantry packing 
4:00-5:30 pm 

Food pantry 

29   
 

30 
8:00-9:15 am 

Welcome Center 
breakfast 

2:00-5:00 pm 
Infant Moses 

 
 

3 1 New Year’s 
Eve 

8:00-9:15 am 
Welcome Center 
breakfast 

 

Grace Receipts: November 21, 2021 
 
General offering ........................................... $ 364.97 
Benevolence ..................................................... $ 15.00 
Thanksgiving .................................................. $ 20.00 
From non-members: 
 for Grace Welcome Center .................... $ 50.00 
 non-designated ..................................... $ 175.00 
Outreach for Hope grant ........................... $ 4,750.00 
Minus banking fees ........................................ $ (7.20) 

Total  .......................................................... $ 5,367.77 
Grace weekly budget in 2021: $ 3,224.20 
 Notes: These figures do not include offerings 
received during the Thanksgiving Eve worship 
service. 
 You can contribute by mail, or electronically 
through the “Donations” link at GraceKenosha.com. 
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December Birthdays 
 
Dec. 16: Skylar Houston Dec. 20: Bert Felland Dec. 22: Kenneth Wermeling

Bishop Erickson Pastoral Message on Rittenhouse Verdict 
 
November 19, 2021 
 “Bless those who persecute 
you; bless and do not curse 
them. Rejoice with those who 
rejoice, weep with those who 
weep. Live in harmony with one 
another; do not be haughty, but 
associate with the lowly; do not 
claim to be wiser than you are. 
Do not repay anyone evil for 
evil, but take thought for what is 
noble in the sight of all. If it is 
possible, so far as it depends on 
you, live peaceably with all.” — 
Romans 12:14-18 
 
Friends in Christ, 
 Like many across this 
region and the nation, I watched 
with concern as the verdict in the 
Kyle Rittenhouse case was read. 
While I recognize that reactions 
to the verdict will vary, and I do 
not claim to be an expert in the 
legal nuances of this case, nor the 
factors involved in mounting a 
claim of self-defense, I must 
confess that I am deeply troubled 
by the verdict. 
 That a 17-year-old child, 
who believed it was appropriate 
to carry an assault rifle into a 
volatile and chaotic situation, 
and whose behavior did not serve 
to bring peace but instead 
resulted in the death of two 
individuals and injuries to a 
third, was found to be not guilty, 
fills me with disappointment and 
deep concern. I am concerned 
that others may feel emboldened 
by this verdict, believing that 
taking matters into one’s own 
hands and acting as a vigilante is 
acceptable behavior. I am 

concerned that the pain and 
brokenness that was revealed last 
summer, in Kenosha and across 
our country, will now deepen and 
persist. And I am concerned that 
those who long for justice and 
peace for all our communities 
will be driven more deeply into 
despair. 
 God’s vision for our world, 
one in which love conquers evil 
and peace triumphs over fear, 
may seem more distant today, 
but I believe it still has the power 

to shape and guide us all. I pray 
we will find, once again, the 
courage, faith, and hope we need 
to do the difficult work in front of 
us, engaging in deep listening 
and honest reflection that 
bridges the social, political, and 
racial divides that continue to 
sharpen. I pray we can join 
together in dismantling the 
systems and challenging the 
behaviors that prevent God’s 
vision of a beloved community 
from taking hold among us. 

 
 

Governor Tony Evers joined us for worship on Sunday, November 21. While 
here, he listened to the concerns of Carolyn Reynolds, Greg Foster, and 
other members of the congregation. 
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Grace Lutheran Church 
2006 60th Street 
Kenosha, Wisconsin 53140-3893 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
www.GraceKenosha.com 
Worship services in sanctuary Sundays at 9:30 a.m., livestreamed at www.facebook.com/GraceElcaKenosha/ 
Pastor Jonathan Barker: jonathan.w.barker17@gmail.com ' 626-864-6404 
Church office: graceoffice@wi.rr.com ' 262-654-9143 
Office hours: 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Tuesday through Friday 

Carol-O-Van to Spread Holiday Cheer  

 On Sunday December 12 at 
3:00 p.m., we will set off on our 
second annual carol-o-van.  Like 
last year, we will visit members 
of Grace who are interested in 
getting some Christmas cheer. 
 If you are interested in 
being a caroler, please sign up in 
the narthex. If you are interested 
the carol-o-van stopping at your 
place or a relatives place please 
let us know at the church office. 
 

Elsewhere in Our Area 
 
 Kris Kringle Market (sized 
down to meet health concerns) 
offering crafts, handmade quilts 
and a variety of special gifts 
including favorites from the 
Tanzania Gift Boutique!  Living 
Faith 2915 Wright Ave Racine, 
Fellowship Hall  November 28 -   
December 19.   

 Sundays after Living Faith’s 
9:30 a.m. service till noon, 
Tuesdays 1:00 to 3:00 p.m., 
Saturdays 10:00 a.m. to noon.  
Santa’s Sweet Shop added 
Sunday, Dec. 5.  If you would like 

to visit the Market at another 
time, please contact Vicki Siefert 
to set up a day/time  262-634-
4154  cferts@hotmail.com   
Please use south entrance. 

Amazon employees donated hundreds of pounds of food to the Grace 
Welcome Center this week. 


