
 
September 26, 2021 

Fourth Sunday of Season of Creation: Gathering Liturgy  
 
GATHERING 
P   In the name of God, who 
creates all mountains, the name 
of ☩ Christ, crucified on a 
mountain, and the name of the 
Spirit, deep in the mountains. 
Amen. 
🅲  Holy! Holy! Holy! Earth 
is filled with God’s presence. 
P   The Lord of life be with 
you. 
🅲  And also with you. 
P   Christ, we come into your 
presence today, to worship in this 
sanctuary called Earth, 
🅲  a planet filled with your 
presence, quivering in the 
forests, vibrating in the 
land, pulsating in the 
wilderness, shimmering in 
the rivers.  
P   God, reveal yourself to us in 
this mountain and show us your 
face in all creation. 
🅲  Holy! Holy! Holy! Earth 
is filled with your presence. 
P  We invite the mountains to 
worship with us:  
🅲 mighty boulders and 
deep forests, sliding glaciers 
and swirling snow.  
P  We invite the wild to join us 
in wonder:  
🅲 gliding eagles and 
mountain lions, mysterious 

moths and magic 
mushrooms.  
P  We join with the mountain 
creatures in praising God:  
🅲 leaping trout and 
crawling creatures, exotic 
orchids and honey bees.  
P  We call the depths of the 
mountains to celebrate:  
🅲 precious gems and 
sparkling stones, volcanic 
lava and rich red ore.  
P  We enter the mountain of 
God today:  
🅲 and we worship in 
God’s presence, a sacred 
place on our planet.  
P  We celebrate the song of 
the mountain!  
🅲 Sing! Mountain! Sing!  

P  We invite you to name 
mountain creatures to join us in 
worship:  
The names of other creatures or 
domains of the mountains may 
be added by members of the 
congregation.  
P  We celebrate the song of 
the mountains!  
🅲 Sing, mountains, sing!  
 
GATHERING SONG: “Shine, Jesus, 
Shine” (ELW #671) 

Refrain: Shine, Jesus, shine, fill 
this land with the Father’s glory; 

Blaze, Spirit, blaze, set our 
hearts on fire. 

Flow, river, flow, flood the 
nations with love and mercy; 

Send forth your Word, Lord, and 
let there be light! 

1: Lord, the light of your love is 
shining, 

In the midst of the darkness, 
shining; 

Jesus, light of the world, shine 
upon us, 

Set us free by the truth you now 
bring us. 

Shine on me, shine on me: 
Refrain. 

2: As we gaze on your kingly 
brightness, 

So our faces display your 
likeness, 

Ever changing from glory to 
glory, 



Mirrored here, may our lives tell 
your story. 

Shine on me, shine on me: 
Refrain. 

Words and Music ©1987 Make Way Music. 
All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
OneLicense.net permit #A-733643 
 
CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 
P  We have polluted our 
mountain rivers with poisonous 
waste, turned majestic 
mountains into commodities, 
and killed many creatures in the 
wild with chemicals. 
🅲 Christ, the source of all 
life, we are sorry. We are 
sorry.  
P   Christ hears your 
confession from the cross and 
forgives your sins against the 
mountains.  
🅲 Christ, teach us to love 
Earth as our home and to 
love mountains as signs of 
your presence.  
P  I speak for Christ: I invite 
you to come home to Earth by 
rejoicing in our mountains. 

🅲 Shalom! Shalom! Earth 
is our home! 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 139 
ed.) 
This is the feast of victory for our 

God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who 
was slain, 

whose blood set us free to be 
people of God. 

Power, riches, wisdom and 
strength, 

and honor, blessing, and glory 
are his. 

This is the feast of victory for our 
God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
Sing with all the people of God, 

and join in the hymn of all 
creation: 

Blessing, honor, glory, and 
might 

be to God and the Lamb forever. 
Amen. 

For the Lamb who was slain has 
begun his reign. 

Alleluia. 
This is the feast of victory for our 

God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P   Let us pray.  
🅲  God, our Creator, as we 
climb the mountains, we 
celebrate the wonders of the 
wild that surround us. Help 
us to see in the surrounding 
landscape the places where 
the planet has been polluted 
and to empathize with the 
groaning of creation 
beneath us. Teach us to 
recognize that the hills are 
alive with your Spirit and to 
rejoice with all our kin, 
especially the creatures of 
the wild. In the name of 
Christ who reconciles and 
renews all things in 
creation.  Amen 

Mountain Sunday Readings 
 
Isaiah 65:17–25 

or I am about to create 
new heavens 
 and a new earth; 

 the former things shall not be 
remembered 

 or come to mind. 
But be glad and rejoice forever 
 in what I am creating; 
 for I am about to create 

Jerusalem as a joy, 
 and its people as a delight. 
I will rejoice in Jerusalem, 
 and delight in my people; 
 no more shall the sound of 

weeping be heard in it, 
 or the cry of distress. 
No more shall there be in it 
 an infant that lives but a few 

days, 
 or an old person who does not 

live out a lifetime; 

 for one who dies at a hundred 
years will be considered a 
youth,  

 and one who falls short of a 
hundred will be considered 
accursed. 

They shall build houses and 
inhabit them; 

 they shall plant vineyards and 
eat their fruit. 

They shall not build and another 
inhabit; 

 they shall not plant and another 
eat; 

 for like the days of a tree shall 
the days of my people be, 

 and my chosen shall long enjoy 
the work of their hands. 

They shall not labor in vain, 
 or bear children for calamity;  
 for they shall be offspring 

blessed by the LORD —  
 and their descendants as well. 

Before they call I will answer, 
 while they are yet speaking I will 

hear. 
The wolf and the lamb shall feed 

together, 
 the lion shall eat straw like the 

ox; 
 but the serpent — its food shall 

be dust! 
 They shall not hurt or destroy 
 on all my holy mountain, 
says the LORD. 
 
Psalm 48:1–11 
1 Great is the LORD and highly to 

be praised, 
 in the city of our God, on the 

LORD’s holy mountain. 
2Beautiful and lofty, the joy 

of all the earth, is 
Mount Zion, 

F 
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 the summit of the north 
and city of the great 
king. 

3God is in the citadels of 
Jerusalem; 

 revealed to be the sure refuge 
of the city. 

4Behold, the kings 
assembled 

 and marched forward 
together. 

5As they looked, they were 
astounded; 

 dismayed, they fled in terror. 
6Trembling seized them 

there; 
 they writhed like a woman 

in childbirth; 
7with an east wind you shattered 

them 
 like the ships of Tarshish. 
8As we have heard, so have 

we seen, in the city of 
the LORD of hosts, in 
the city of our God— 

 may God establish it 
forever! 

9In the midst of your temple, O 
God, 

 we meditate on your steadfast 
love. 

10Your praise, like your 
name, O God, reaches 
to the ends of the earth; 

 your right hand is full of 
righteousness. 

11Let Mount Zion be glad and the 
towns of Judah rejoice, 

 because of your judgments. 

 
Romans 8:28–39 

e know that all things 
work together for good 
for those who love God, 

who are called according to his 
purpose.  
 For those whom he 
foreknew he also predestined to 
be conformed to the image of his 
Son, in order that he might be 
the firstborn within a large 
family. And those whom he 
predestined he also called; and 
those whom he called he also 
justified; and those whom he 
justified he also glorified. 
 What then are we to say 
about these things? If God is for 
us, who is against us? He who did 
not withhold his own Son, but 
gave him up for all of us, will he 
not with him also give us 
everything else?  
 Who will bring any charge 
against God’s elect? It is God who 
justifies.  
 Who is to condemn? It is 
Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who 
was raised, who is at the right 
hand of God, who indeed 
intercedes for us.  
 Who will separate us from 
the love of Christ? Will hardship, 
or distress, or persecution, or 
famine, or nakedness, or peril, or 
sword? As it is written, 
 “For your sake we are being 
killed all day long; 

 we are accounted as sheep to be 
slaughtered.” 
 No, in all these things we 
are more than conquerors 
through him who loved us. For I 
am convinced that neither death, 
nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, 
nor things present, nor things to 
come, nor powers, nor height, 
nor depth, nor anything else in 
all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
GOSPEL: Mark 16:14–18 

ater Jesus appeared to 
the eleven themselves as 
they were sitting at the 

table; and he upbraided them for 
their lack of faith and 
stubbornness, because they had 
not believed those who saw him 
after he had risen. 
  And he said to them, “Go 
into all the world and proclaim 
the good news to the whole 
creation. The one who believes 
and is baptized will be saved; but 
the one who does not believe will 
be condemned.  
 “And these signs will 
accompany those who believe: by 
using my name they will cast out 
demons; they will speak in new 
tongues; they will pick up snakes 
in their hands, and if they drink 
any deadly thing, it will not hurt 
them; they will lay their hands on 
the sick, and they will recover.”

Creed, Prayers, and Communion Liturgy 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: “Sing to the 
Mountains: v. 1 
Refrain: Sing to the mountains, sing 

to the sea. 
Raise your voices, lift your hearts. 
This is the day the Lord has made. 

Let all the earth rejoice. 
1: I will give thanks to you, my Lord. 

You have answered my plea. 
You have saved my soul from death. 
You are my strength and my song. 

Refrain 
Text © 1975, 1979 Robert J. Dufford, SJ, and OCP 

Publications. All rights reserved. Used by 
permission. OneLicense.net permit #A-733643 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
P   God creates all things, renews 
all things, and celebrates all things.  
🅲  This we believe.  
P   Earth is a sanctuary, a sacred 
planet filled with God’s presence, a 
home for us to share with our kin.  
🅲  This we believe.  
P   God became flesh and blood, 
a part of Earth, a human being 

W 
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called Jesus Christ, who lived and breathed and 
spoke among us, suffered and died on a cross, for all 
human beings and for all creation.  
🅲  This we believe.  
P   The risen Jesus is the Christ at the center of 
creation, reconciling all things to God,  
renewing all creation and filling the cosmos.  
🅲  This we believe.  
P   The Holy Spirit renews life in creation, groans 
in empathy with a suffering creation, and waits with 
us for the rebirth of creation.  
🅲  This we believe. 
 We believe that with Christ we will rise 
and with Christ we will celebrate a new 
creation. 
 
THE GREETING OF PEACE  
P  Christ has reconciled us to God in one body by 
the cross.  
🅲 We meet in Christ’s name and share 
God’s peace.  
P  The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
🅲 And also with you. 
 

MEAL 
OFFERING. “We Give Thee but Thine Own” (ELW 
#686) 

1 We give thee but thine own, 
whate’er the gift may be; 

all that we have is thine alone, 
a trust, O Lord, from thee. 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
P   Let us pray. 
 God, our Creator, through your love you have 
given us these gifts to share. Accept our offerings as 
an expression of our deep thanks and our concern 
for those in need, including our fellow creatures on 
planet Earth. 
🅲  With all creation, we bless our creator. 
 
INTRODUCTION TO PRAYERS “Lord, Listen to 
Your Children Praying” (ELW #752) 

Lord, listen to your children praying, 
Lord, send your Spirit in this place; 

Lord, listen to your children praying, 
send us love, send us power, send us grace. 

“Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying” by Ken Medema copyright © 
1973 Hope Publishing Co. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission 
under OneLicence.net permit #A-733643 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

P   Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we 
pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 
 We pray for the church and its ministry. Bless 
the newly baptized and encourage them in their 
journey of faith. Sustain all members of the body of 
Christ in lives of prayer, service, and worship. Lord, 
in your mercy, 
🅲  hear our prayer. 
P   We pray for natural wonders of your creation 
(local waterways, forests, and natural areas may 
be named). Restore damaged forests, waterways and 
natural habitats and lead us to be good stewards of 
what you have provided. Lord, in your mercy, 
🅲  hear our prayer. 
P   We pray for those in authority. Give them wise 
minds and compassionate hearts. Strengthen in 
them a desire to protect the vulnerable and care for 
those underserved. Lord, in your mercy, 
🅲 hear our prayer. 
P   We pray for those who are struggling with 
cancer, dementia, or any other disease. Provide 
them with peace and resilience for the days ahead. 
Sustain caregivers with energy and patience.  
 We lift up in prayer: 
• Mary Andrews (Welcome Center volunteer 
from St. Anthony’s) 
• Dawn Bench (Welcome Center volunteer) 
• Doug Becker (Marlene Binninger’s son) 
• Pat Bernacchi 
• Jackie Brichacek (Nancy’s sister-in-law) 
• Jean Boothe (Grace soup kitchen supervisor) 
• Hank Buehrens 
• Andrew Calvert 
• Pat Calvert 
• Barb Caputo 
• Holly Cummings 
• Eric Dangerfield (Carolyn Reynold’s 
boyfriend)  
• Connie, mother of Welcome Center volunteer 
Lynda Eirich 
• Gregory Foster 
• Steve Gapko 
• Shirleen Gulick 
• Aggie Hartnell (Bert Felland’s mother) 
• Christine Hill 
• Sydney Houston 
• Jacqueline & David Kramer 
• David Kristopeit (Nancy’s brother-in-law) 
• Dorothy Keuffer 
• Dean O’Hanlon 
• Carolyn Reynold’s children Eddie, Santino, 
and Lytosha 
• Martha, Joel, and Jeanette Sanchez 
• Cynthia Schwartz (Norma’s daughter) 
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• Marcia Swanson 
• Joyce Swift 
• Linda Wadham 
• Florence and Jacqueline Walker  (Carolyn’s 
sisters) 
• Dottie Watts  
• Kristi Weiss (Rollie’s daughter); 
 Lord, in your mercy,  
🅲  hear our prayer. 
P   We pray for the worship leaders of this 
congregation: musicians, readers, acolytes, and 
ushers (other roles may be added). Bless us through 
their ministry and grant them the passion to 
continue in their service. Lord, in your mercy, 
🅲  hear our prayer. 
P   We give thanks for all your 
saints, those we have loved and 
known and those from every 
time and place. Continue to 
guide us by their example and 
reassure us of your promised 
salvation. Lord, in your mercy, 
🅲  hear our prayer. 
P   Receive these prayers, O 
God, and those in our hearts 
known only to you; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
🅲  Amen. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  
P  The Creator be with you and all creation.  
🅲 And also with you.  
P  Open your hearts.  
🅲 We open them to our Creator.  
P  Let us give thanks to our Creator.  
🅲 It is right to join creation in thanking 
God.  
P  It is right to give you thanks, loving Creator.  
Your Word is the impulse for all things to be, for 
space, stars, and stardust to appear, for Earth to 
emerge from the deep, for life to be born of Earth, 
and for humans to be born of Earth and the Spirit. 
Your Spirit is the life impulse in all things, renewing 
the barren and healing the wounded, groaning in 
anticipation of a new creation, stirring a new life 
born of water and the Spirit. 
 You chose to be born a human being, to 
become a part of Earth, to suffer, die, and rise from 
death — to redeem humankind, renew creation, and 
affirm all born of Earth and the Spirit.  
 Your presence is the living impulse in all 
things, the Christ deep among us, filling Earth—

land, sea and air—filling every element and place,  
filling the grain and the grape we share with you this 
day.  
 Therefore with angels and archangels, ancient 
voices in the forest, high voices from the sky, deep 
voices from the sea and the whole company of 
creation, we proclaim your presence among us  
🅲 Holy, holy, holy, God of all life, Earth 
and sea and sky and all things that exist are 
full of your presence and glorify your name. 
Amen 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P  In the night in which he was betrayed, our 
Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this 

is my body, given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of 
me. 
 Again, after supper, he 
took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood, shed 
for you and for all people for 
the forgiveness of sin. Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 
 Gathered around this 
table, we your children unite 
in this song: The earth is full 
of your glory. 
🅲 The earth is full of 

your glory. 
P  O God triune, you create the worlds, you 
uphold the living, you embrace the dead. Send forth 
your Spirit and renew the face of the earth. 
Strengthen us for our journey with this meal, the 
body and blood of Christ. Give us a future that trusts 
in you and cares for your earth. Empowered by your 
promises, we rise from our deaths to praise you 
again: The earth is full of your glory. 
🅲 The earth is full of your glory. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
P   Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us 
pray as Jesus taught us.  
🅲  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed 
be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven: 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
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 For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P   All who hunger and thirst, come. The table is 
ready.  
LAMB OF GOD  
🅲  Lamb of God, who takes away all sin against 
God, have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, who takes away all sin against 
Earth, have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, who takes away all sin from the 
world, receive our prayer.  
 
DISTRIBUTION SONG: “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” 
(ELW #733)  

1: Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father; 
there is no shadow of turning with thee; 

thou changest not, thy compassions they fail not; 
as thou hast been, thou forever wilt be. 

Refrain: Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy 
faithfulness! 

Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
all I have needed thy hand hath provided; 

great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 
2: Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, 

sun, moon, and stars in their courses above 
join with all nature in manifold witness 

to thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. Refrain 
3: Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 

thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 
strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 

blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! 
Refrain 

 
THANKSGIVING  
P  Let us give thanks for this meal.  
🅲 We thank you Christ, for the meal we 
have celebrated with you, and we pray that 
through your body and blood we may be 
healed and become agents of healing for 
Earth. Amen. 

 
SENDING 

P  Christ calls you to be his disciples, to serve him 
with love and compassion, to serve Earth by caring 
for creation. so that we, all peoples, and all our kin 
may live.   
🅲 We will follow our crucified Lord, 

listening for cries of injustice from Earth and 
groaning with creation. We will care for 
creation, preserving the mountains and 
celebrating life. 
 
SENDING SONG: “This Little Light of Mine” (ELW 
#677) 

1: This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine; 
this little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine; 
this little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine, 

let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 
2: Everywhere I go, I’m gonna let it shine; 

everywhere I go, I’m gonna let it shine; 
everywhere I go, I’m gonna let it shine, 

let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 
3: Jesus gave it to me, I’m gonna let it shine; 

Jesus gave it to me, I’m gonna let it shine; 
Jesus gave it to me, I’m gonna let it shine, 

let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 
 
BLESSING & DISMISSAL  
P  May the Spirit of God, who us above all and in 
all and through all, fill you with the knowledge of 
God’s presence in Earth and with the pulsing of 
Christ in creation, through whom all things are 
reconciled and renewed.  
🅲 Amen. 
P  Go in peace, Serving Christ and loving Earth!  
🅲 We go in peace, serving Christ and 
tending Earth.  
 
Canticle of Praise, Prayers of the People from sundaysandseasons.com. 
Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by 
permission: annual permit #SAS017083 
The Season of Creation liturgy can be found at 
http://www.letallcreationpraise.org/united-states-ecumenical/word-
series-b 
 

Bulletin Sponsor 
 
 Thank you to Jarlene Kriehn for sponsoring 
worship bulletins in the month of September. 
 

New Member Classes 
Start Next Week 

  
 New member classes will start next Sunday, 
October 3, continuing on the next three Sundays. 
Please contact Rev. Barker or the church office if you 
are interested in joining the Grace family. 
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Help Stock Welcome Center Pantry 
 
 The volunteers at the Grace 
Welcome Center work hard each 
week at our pantry to make sure 
we are not passing out random 
canned goods that don’t go 
together. 
 But our supplies are getting 
low and this is getting harder 
each week. We had been serving 
an average of 135 families each 

week, but numbers have been 
climbing since the federal 
eviction moratorium ended in 
late August. 
 We are hoping churches, 
organizations, and individuals 
can help us restock. 
 Here are the items that 
would help us most to make sure 

our guests are getting food that 
goes together: 
1. Hamburger helper 
2. Mac & cheese 
3. Soup 
4. Jelly 
5. Mayo 
6. Crackers 
7. Canned tuna or chicken 
8. Spaghetti sauce 

Grace Receipts: September 19, 2021 
 
General offering  ............................................ $ 471.00 
Benevolence  ................................................... $ 19.00 
Parking lot maintenance ................................ $ 30.00 
Altar flowers ................................................... $ 20.00 
Holy Assembly building use ......................... $ 500.00 
From non-members: 
 for Pastor benefits package ................. $ 500.00 
 non-designated ...................................... $ 50.00 
Minus banking fees ...................................... $ (29.50) 

Total  .......................................................... $ 1,560.50 
Grace weekly budget in 2021: $ 3,224.20 
 Notes: The weekly budget amount given here 
was calculated by taking the total expenses in the 
2021 budget, and dividing the result by 52. 
 Please remember you can contribute by mail, 
or electronically through the “Donations” link at 
GraceKenosha.com. 
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Grace Lutheran Church 
2006 60th Street 
Kenosha, Wisconsin 53140-3893 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
https://www.GraceKenosha.com 
Worship services livestreamed at www.facebook.com/GraceElcaKenosha/ 
Pastor Jonathan Barker: jonathan.w.barker17@gmail.com 626-864-6404 
Church office: graceoffice@wi.rr.com 262-654-9143 
Office hours: 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Tuesday through Friday 
 

 

 

 

Frances Kavenik brings 

in groceries from 

Costco to the Grace 

Welcome Center 

almost every week. 

GWC and all the 

volunteers would like to 

send her a huge 

thankyou for her help. 

(See the Welcome 

Center’s shopping wish 

list on page 7.) 

 


