
 
September 19, 2021 

Third Sunday of Season of Creation: Gathering Liturgy  
 
GATHERING 
P   In the name of God, who 
colors the sky, the name of ☩ 
Jesus Christ, who died under 
dark skies, and the name of the 
Spirit, the wind in the sky. Amen. 
🅲  Holy! Holy! Holy! Earth 
is filled with God’s presence. 
P   The Lord of life be with 
you. 
🅲  And also with you. 
P   Christ, we gather in your 
name to worship in this 
sanctuary called Earth, 
🅲  a planet filled with your 
presence, quivering in the 
forests, vibrating in the 
land, pulsating in the 
wilderness, shimmering in 
the rivers.  
P   God, reveal yourself to us in 
this place, and show us your face 
in all creation.  
🅲  Holy! Holy! Holy! Earth 
is filled with God’s presence. 
 
CONFESSION 
P  We remember and confess 
that we have become alienated 
from Earth and viewed this 
planet as disposable, a source of 
endless resources, a mere 
stopping place on our way to 
heaven. 
🅲 We are sorry. We have 
polluted the atmosphere 

with greenhouse gases. We 
have turned our greed into 
global warming. We have 
helped cause the arctic 
regions to melt. We are part 
of society that loves progress 
more than the planet. We 
are sorry. We are sorry. 
P  We are sorry. 
🅲 We are sorry. We are 
sorry. 
 
ABSOLUTION  
P  Christ hears your 
confession and forgives your sins 
against Earth. 
🅲 Christ, teach us to love 
Earth as our home and the 
planet as a precious 
sanctuary. 
P  I speak for Christ: I invite 
you to celebrate Earth as hyour 
home and to revere this planet as 
God’s sanctuary. 
🅲 Shalom! Shalom! Earth 
is our home! 
 
GATHERING SONG: “Song of the 
Sky” (tune: HYFRYDOL)  

1:   Lord of suns and stars 
exploding  

Galaxies and swirling skies,  
Where you chose to show your 

glory  
Took the heavens by surprise.  

Lord of solar winds and wisdom,  
Super stars that blow our mind,  

Choosing such a fragile planet  
Hardly seems a grand design. 
3: What is even more amazing  
We have poisoned Earth like 

fools.  
Help us change our way of 

living,  
Love the Earth and love her 

rules.  
Help us stem the tide of traders  
Leaving Earth an empty store;  

Join us now Creator Spirit,  
Come renew your Earth once 

more. 
 Words: © Norman Habel 1999. Used by 

permission. 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
P   We invite the skies to 
worship with us: 
🅲 the subtle orange skies 
at dawn and the bold red 
skies at sunset. 
P   We join the heavens in 
praising God: 
🅲  proclaiming God’s glory 
across the globe and hailing 
God’s name with the evening 
stars. 
P   We join with the 
atmosphere in worship: 
🅲 the air, the moisture, 
the oxygen, the wind, and all 
the expressions of God’s 
Spirit. 
P   We call the clouds to 
celebrate with storms: 



🅲 to carry the life-giving 
drops of rain, that give hope 
and healing to Earth. 
P   We invite the winds to join 
our petitions: 
🅲 to carry our prayers to 
God above and to breathe 
our hopes to Christ in 
person. 
P   We celebrate the song of 
the skies! 
🅲 Sing! Skies! Sing! 
(We name, silently or aloud, other creatures 
or parts of the sky or atmosphere, and we 
invite them to join us in praising our Creator.) 
P   We celebrate the song of 
the skies! 
🅲 Sing! Skies! Sing! 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 139 
alt.) 
This is the feast of victory for our 

God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who 
was slain, 
whose blood set us free to be 
people of God. 
Power, riches, wisdom and 
strength, 
and honor, blessing, and glory 
are his. 
This is the feast of victory for our 

God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Sing with all the people of God, 
and join in the hymn of all 
creation: 
Blessing, honor, glory, and 
might 
be to God and the Lamb forever. 
Amen. 
For the Lamb who was slain has 
begun his reign. 
Alleluia. 
This is the feast of victory for our 

God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P   Let us pray.  
🅲  God, our Creator, as we 
look into the skies, we 
celebrate the wonders of the 
worlds that surround us. 
Help us to see your presence 
in the evening sky, your 
spirit in the wind, your 
mercy in the falling rain. 
Teach us to hear the good 
news from the sky 
celebrating the glory of God 
in Earth. Rejoice with us as 
we behold the dawn 
revealing the mysteries of 
the skies above and Earth 
below. In the name of Christ 
who unites heaven and 
Earth. Amen. 

Sky Sunday Readings 
 
Jeremiah 4:23–28 
I looked on the earth, and lo, it 

was waste and void; 
 and to the heavens, and they 
had no light. 

I looked on the mountains, and 
lo, they were quaking, 
 and all the hills moved to 
and fro. 

I looked, and lo, there was no one 
at all, 
 and all the birds of the air 
had fled. 

I looked, and lo, the fruitful land 
was a desert, 
 and all its cities were laid in 
ruins 
 before the LORD, before his 
fierce anger. 

For thus says the LORD: The 
whole land shall be a 
desolation; yet I will not 
make a full end. 

Because of this the earth shall 
mourn, 
 and the heavens above grow 
black; 
 for I have spoken, I have 

purposed; 
 I have not relented nor will I 
turn back. 

 

 
Psalm 19:1–6 
1 The heavens declare the glory of 

God, 
  and the sky proclaims its 

maker’s handiwork. 
2One day tells its tale to 

another, 
  and one night imparts 

knowledge to another. 
3Although they have no words or 

language, 
  and their voices are not 

heard, 

4their sound has gone out 
into all lands, and their 
message to the ends of 
the world, 

 where God has pitched a 
tent for the sun. 

5It comes forth like a bridegroom 
out of his chamber; 

  it rejoices like a champion to 
run its course. 

6It goes forth from the 
uttermost edge of the 
heavens and runs about 
to the end of it again; 

 nothing is hidden from its 
burning heat. 

 
Philippians 2:9–13 
Therefore God also highly exalted 

the Christ, 
 and gave him the name 

 that is above every name, 
so that at the name of Jesus 

 every knee should bend, 
 in heaven and on earth and 

under the earth, 
 and every tongue should confess 
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 that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
 to the glory of God the Father. 

 Therefore, my beloved, just 
as you have always obeyed me, 
not only in my presence, but 
much more now in my absence, 
work out your own salvation with 
fear and trembling; for it is God 
who is at work in you, enabling 
you both to will and to work for 
his good pleasure. 
 
GOSPEL: Mark 15:33–39 

 When it was noon, 
darkness came over the whole 
land until three in the afternoon. 
At three o’clock Jesus cried out 
with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, 
lema sabachthani?” which 
means, “My God, my God, why 
have you forsaken me?” 
 When some of the 
bystanders heard it, they said, 
“Listen, he is calling for Elijah.” 
 And someone ran, filled a 
sponge with sour wine, put it on 

a stick, and gave it to him to 
drink, saying, “Wait, let us see 
whether Elijah will come to take 
him down.” 
 Then Jesus gave a loud cry 
and breathed his last. And the 
curtain of the temple was torn in 
two, from top to bottom.  
 Now when the centurion, 
who stood facing him, saw that in 
this way he breathed his last, he 
said, “Truly this man was God’s 
Son!”

Creed, Prayers, and Communion Liturgy 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: “All Creatures, Worship God 
Most High” (ELW #835) vv. 1 & 2 

1:     When peace like a river attendeth my way, 
when sorrows like sea billows roll, 

whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say, 
it is well, it is well with my soul. 

Refrain: It is well (it is well) 
with my soul, (with my soul,) 

it is well, it is well with my soul. 
2:       Lord, hasten the day when our faith shall be 

sight 
the clouds be rolled back as a scroll, 

the trumpet shall sound and the Lord shall descend; 
even so it is well with my soul. 

 Refrain. 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
P   Let us affirm our faith together. 
 God creates all things, renews all things, and 
celebrates all things.  
🅲  This we believe.  
P   Earth is a sanctuary, a sacred planet filled with 
God’s presence, a home for us to share with our kin.  
🅲  This we believe.  
P   God became flesh and blood a part of Earth, a 
human being called Jesus Christ, who lived and 
breathed and spoke among us, suffered and died on 
a cross, for all human beings and for all creation.  
🅲  This we believe.  
P   The risen Jesus is the Christ at the center of 
creation reconciling all things to God, renewing all 
creation and filling the cosmos.  
🅲  This we believe.  
P   The Holy Spirit renews life in creation, groans 
in empathy with a suffering creation, and waits with 
us for the rebirth of creation.  

🅲  This we believe.  
We believe that with Christ we will rise and 
with Christ we will celebrate a new creation. 
 
PASSING OF THE PEACE 
🄿     Christ has reconciled us to God in one body by 
the cross.  
🅲  We meet in Christ’s name and share 
God’s peace.  
P   The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
🅲     And also with you. 
 

MEAL 
OFFERING. “We Give Thee but Thine Own” (ELW 
#686) 

1: We give thee but thine own, 
whate’er the gift may be; 

all that we have is thine alone, 
a trust, O Lord, from thee. 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
P   Let us pray. 
 God, our Creator, through your love you have 
given us these gifts to share. Accept our offerings as 
an expression of our deep thanks and our concern 
for those in need, including our fellow creatures on 
planet Earth. 
🅲  With all creation, we bless our creator. 
 
INTRODUCTION TO PRAYERS “Lord, Listen to 
Your Children Praying” (ELW #752) 

Lord, listen to your children praying, 
Lord, send your Spirit in this place; 

Lord, listen to your children praying, 
send us love, send us power, send us grace. 

“Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying” by Ken Medema copyright © 
1973 Hope Publishing Co. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission 
under OneLicence.net permit #A-733643 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
P   Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we 
pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 
 God of community, we pray for the church 
around the world. Unite us in our love for you. Help 
us overcome our divisions, that we are encouraged 
to work together for your sake. Lord, in your mercy, 
🅲  hear our prayer. 
P   God of creation, we pray for this hurting earth. 
Awaken in us a new desire to care for this world and 
empower us to support agencies, organizations, and 
individual efforts to heal our environment.  Lord, in 
your mercy, 
🅲  hear our prayer. 
P   God of cooperation, we pray for nations of the 
world embroiled in conflict (especially…). Inspire 
leaders to listen to each other and work towards 
peaceful solutions to disagreements. Protect the 
vulnerable, especially children, who cannot find 
safety in their home or country. Lord, in your mercy, 
🅲 hear our prayer. 
P   God of comfort, we pray for all who live with 
mental or physical illness. Help them find 
appropriate care. Bring healing and wholeness when 
the path forward seems bleak, especially:  
• Mary Andrews (Welcome Center volunteer 
from St. Anthony’s) 
• Dawn Bench (Welcome Center volunteer) 
• Doug Becker (Marlene Binninger’s son) 
• Pat Bernacchi 
• Jackie Brichacek (Nancy’s sister-in-law) 
• Jean Boothe (Grace soup kitchen supervisor) 
• Hank Buehrens 
• Andrew Calvert 
• Pat Calvert 
• Barb Caputo 
• Holly Cummings 
• Eric Dangerfield (Carolyn Reynold’s 
boyfriend)  
• Connie, mother of Welcome Center volunteer 
Lynda Eirich 
• Gregory Foster 
• Steve Gapko 
• Shirleen Gulick 
• Aggie Hartnell (Bert Felland’s mother) 
• Christine Hill 
• Sydney Houston 
• Jacqueline & David Kramer 
• David Kristopeit (Nancy’s brother-in-law) 
• Dorothy Keuffer 
• Dean O’Hanlon 
• Carolyn Reynold’s children Eddie, Santino, 
and Lytosha 
• Martha, Joel, and Jeanette Sanchez 

• Cynthia Schwartz (Norma’s daughter) 
• Marcia Swanson 
• Joyce Swift 
• Linda Wadham 
• Florence and Jacqueline Walker  (Carolyn’s 
sisters) 
• Dottie Watts  
• Kristi Weiss (Rollie’s daughter); 
Lord, in your mercy,  
🅲  hear our prayer. 
P   God of compassion, we pray for the young 
people of this congregation. Renew in us your call to 
welcome the children in our midst. As they grow, 
strengthen their faith and our commitment to them. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
🅲  hear our prayer. 
P   God of consolation, we give you thanks for our 
loved ones who have died and pray for all who grieve 
today (especially…). Shine your grace on all your 
saints. Lord, in your mercy, 
🅲  hear our prayer. 
P   Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our 
hearts known only to you; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
🅲  Amen. 
 
CREATION PRAYER  
🅲 Jesus Christ, teach us to empathize with 
Earth. Make our spirits sensitive to the cries 
of creation, cries for justice from the air, the 
clouds, and the sky. Jesus Christ, make our 
faith sensitive to the groans of the Spirit in 
creation, groans of longing for a new 
creation. Jesus Christ, make our hearts 
sensitive to the songs of our kin, songs of 
celebration from the stars, the rains, and the 
light. Christ, teach us to care. Amen 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  
P  The Creator be with you and all creation.  
🅲 And also with you.  
P  Open your hearts.  
🅲 We open them to our Creator.  
P  Let us give thanks to our Creator.  
🅲 It is right to join creation in thanking 
God.  
P  It is right to give you thanks, loving Creator.  
Your Word is the impulse for all things to be, for 
space, stars, and stardust to appear, for Earth to 
emerge from the deep, for life to be born of Earth, 
and for humans to be born of Earth and the Spirit. 
Your Spirit is the life impulse in all things, renewing 
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the barren and healing the wounded, groaning in 
anticipation of a new creation, stirring a new life 
born of water and the Spirit.   
 You chose to be born a human being, to 
become a part of Earth, to suffer, die, and rise from 
death to redeem humankind, renew creation, and 
affirm all born of Earth and the Spirit.  
 Your presence is the living impulse in all 
things, the Christ deep among us, filling Earth—
land, sea and air—filling every element and place;  
filling the grain and the grape we share with you this 
day.  
 Therefore with angels and archangels, ancient 
voices in the forest, high voices from the sky, deep 
voices from the sea and the whole company of 
creation, we proclaim your presence among us  
🅲 Holy, holy, holy, God of all life, Earth 
and sea and sky and all things that exist are 
full of your presence and glorify your name. 
Amen 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
P   Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us 
pray as Jesus taught us.  
🅲  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed 
be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven: 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P   Come, for all things are now ready. Come to 
the table with all your kin and share with all in 
need— the gift of healing for those in pain, the gift of 
forgiveness for those in sin, the gift of assurance for 
those in doubt, and the gift of hope for those in 
tears.  
🅲 May we who share these gifts, share 
Christ with one another and with all our kin.  
 
LAMB OF GOD  
🅲  Lamb of God, who takes away all sin against 
God, have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, who takes away all sin against 
Earth, have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, who takes away all sin from the 
world, receive our prayer.  

DISTRIBUTION SONG: Shout to the Lord (ELW #821)  
 
THANKSGIVING  
P  Lord of life, in the gift of your body and blood 
you turn the crumbs of our faith into a feast of 
salvation. Send us forth into the world with shouts 
of joy, bearing witness to the abundance of your love 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
🅲 Amen. 
P  Let us give thanks for this meal.  
🅲 We thank you, Christ, for the meal we 
have celebrated with you, and we pray that 
through your body and blood we may be 
healed and become agents of healing for 
Earth. Amen. 

 
SENDING 

P  Christ calls you to be his disciples, to serve him 
with love and compassion, to serve Earth by caring 
for creation, especially the atmosphere above that 
gives breath to all creatures on Earth.   
🅲 We will follow our crucified Lord, 
listening for cries of injustice from Earth, 
and groaning with creation. We will follow 
the risen Christ to become partners in 
healing our planet. We will care for creation, 
honoring the skies and celebrating life. 
 
BLESSING  
P  Now may the penetrating power of Christ’s 
body and blood reach deep into your heart, your 
mind, and your body to heal your wounds and, 
through you, to bring healing to Earth, in Jesus’ 
name. 
🅲 Amen.  
 
RECESSION AND SONG: “Let All Things Now Living” 
(ELW #881) 

1:  Let all things now living 
a song of thanksgiving 

to God the creator triumphantly raise, 
who fashioned and made us, 

protected and stayed us, 
who still guides us on to the end of our days. 

God’s banners are o'er us, 
God’s light goes before us, 

a pillar of fire shining forth in the night, 
till shadows have vanished 
and darkness is banished, 

as forward we travel from light into light. 
2:   God rules all the forces: 

the stars in their courses 
and sun in its orbit obediently shine; 
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the hills and the mountains, 
the rivers and fountains, 

the deeps of the ocean proclaim God divine. 
We too should be voicing 
our love and rejoicing; 

with glad adoration a song let us raise 
till all things now living 
unite in thanksgiving: 

“To God in the highest, hosanna and praise!” 
Let All Things Now Living” Text © 1939, 1966 by E.C. Schirmer Music 
Company All rights reserved. Used by permission. OneLicense.net 
permit #A-733643. 
Season of Creation liturgy can be found at 
http://www.letallcreationpraise.org/united-states-ecumenical/word-
series-b 

Canticle of Praise, Prayers of the People from sundaysandseasons.com. 
Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by 
permission: annual permit #SAS017083 
 

Altar Flowers and Bulletins 
 
 Thank you to Judy Gregory for sponsoring the 
altar flowers this Sunday for the greater glory of God 
and in celebration of Bill Gregory’s birthday.  
 Thank you to Jarlene Kriehn for sponsoring 
worship bulletins in the month of September.

 
Online Registration for OFH Ride Run Walk Ends Monday 

 
Hi Friend, 
 We're in the home stretch 
before this year's Ride Run Walk, 
and we hope you're as excited 
about that as we are! 
  Grace Lutheran Church 
has been asked to be a ministry 
partner at Petrifying Springs. 
Ministry partner opportunities 
include renting buses to drive 
groups out, leading the site 
where we are participating, and 
staffing a booth there to 
offer information about 
our ministries here at 
Grace.  
 Here is a roundup of 
important 
announcements leading 
up to the event (all 
registrants will receive an 
additional email with final details 
next Tuesday). 
 Online registration ends 
Monday, September 20 at 11:59 
p.m.! Be sure to register before 
then to receive a free boxed lunch 
(for in-person sites only), and an 
event t-shirt. To register, visit 
OFHRRW.org ; to volunteer, sign 

up at 
tinyurl.com/OFHRRWvolunteer. 
 Invite a friend: We’re 
hoping that this year will be our 
biggest event ever— and one way 
you can help make that happen is 
to invite more people you know 
to sign up as well. Friends always 
make things more fun! Please, 
invite your friends from church, 
your hobby group, extended 
family, and/or co-workers. You 

might even consider allowing 
your child to invite some of their 
friends. The more the merrier! 
 COVID safety: Amid the 
recent rise in COVID-19 cases 
due to the Delta variant, we are 
enacting the precautions linked 
here at all in-person Ride Run 
Walk sites to ensure the safety of 

our community of OFH 
supporters. Please read this list 
prior to the event, and encourage 
other attendees to do the same. 
 Help us reach the finish 
line: We’re now almost two 
thirds of the way to our goal to 
fundraise $150K for grants to 
central city congregations in the 
Greater Milwaukee Synod, 
ELCA! Will you help us get the 
rest of the way there? 

 Anonymous 
donor option: We 
now have new 
options for donors 
who wish to 
remain 
anonymous, by 
hiding your name 
and/or donation 

amount on online personal and 
team fundraiser pages. Simply 
make your donation, then email 
phil@outreachforhope.org to 
explain how you’d like to modify 
your listing. 
 We’re almost there, 
 — The Outreach for Hope 
Event Team 
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Grace Receipts: September 12, 2021 
 
General offering  ......................................... $ 1,716.00 
Benevolence  ................................................. $ 180.00 
Parking lot repair ........................................... $ 60.00 
via Thrivent Choice ........................................ $ 76.00 
From non-members: 
 for Welcome Center carts ..................... $ 155.00 
 for Pastor appreciation ......................... $ 50.00 
 non-designated ..................................... $ 173.00 
Minus banking fees ...................................... $ (22.60) 
Total  .......................................................... $ 3,187.40 
Grace weekly budget in 2021: $ 3,224.20 
 Notes: The weekly budget amount given here 
was calculated by taking the total expenses in the 
2021 budget, and dividing the result by 52. 

 Please remember you can contribute by mail, 
or electronically through the “Donations” link at 
GraceKenosha.com. 
 

New Member Classes Start 
in October  

 New member classes will start on Sunday, 
October 3, continuing on the next three Sundays. 
Please contact Rev. Barker or the church office if you 
are interested in joining the Grace family.

 

Gardening Help Welcome 
 
 Karen Kempinen has been taking care of the gardening 
around Grace and would welcome some help this fall. Some 
plants need to be moved next spring, but we need a team to water 
them until they get established. Let Karen know if you are 
interested. 
 

Congregation Discusses Parking Lot Issue 
 
 Thanks to everyone who 
stayed for the congregational 
meeting on Sunday. Grace 
council will continue to find a 

way forward in light of 
members’ concerns. 
 Grace council welcomes 
any further feedback regarding 

our parking lot in the days and 
weeks to come. 

 

Welcome Center 
Networks at Apis 

Rooftop Gala 
 
 Pastor Barker, Leif Peterson 
and Denise Russell represented the 
Grace Welcome Center at The 
Welcome Party on Thursday, 
September 9 at the Apis Hotel and 
Restaurant. 
 The Welcome Party, 
presented by North Shore Bank, 
connects people who live in 
Kenosha to each other and to the 
resources that make it great. 
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Grace Lutheran Church 
2006 60th Street 
Kenosha, Wisconsin 53140-3893 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
https://www.GraceKenosha.com 
Worship services livestreamed at www.facebook.com/GraceElcaKenosha/ 
Pastor Jonathan Barker: jonathan.w.barker17@gmail.com 626-864-6404 
Church office: graceoffice@wi.rr.com 262-654-9143 
Office hours: 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. resuming September 22 
 

 
“The sky proclaims the glory of God, and the firmament announces the work of God’s hands.”  ——Psalm 19:1 


