
 
September 5, 2021 

First Sunday of Season of Creation: Gathering Liturgy  
 
GATHERING 
P  In the name of God, who 
creates planets, the name of ☩ 
Jesus Christ, born on planet 
Earth, and the name of the Spirit 
who envelops our planet. Amen. 
🅲  Holy! Holy! Holy! Earth 
is filled with God’s presence. 
P  Christ, we come into your 
presence today, to worship in this 
sanctuary called Earth, 
🅲  Holy! Holy! Holy! Earth 
is filled with your presence. 
 
CONFESSION 
P We remember and confess 
that we have become alienated 
from Earth and viewed this 
planet as disposable, a source of 
endless resources, a mere 
stopping place on our way to 
heaven. 
🅲 We are sorry. We have 
polluted the atmosphere 
with greenhouse gases. We 
have turned our greed into 
global warming. We have 
helped cause the arctic 
regions to melt. We ar part 
of society that loves progress 
more than the planet. We 
are sorry. We are sorry. 
P We are sorry. 
🅲 We are sorry. We are 
sorry. 
 

ABSOLUTION  
P Christ hears your 
confession and forgives your sins 
against Earth. 
🅲 Christ, teach us to love 
Earth as our home and the 
planet as a precious 
sanctuary. 
P I speak for Christ: I invite 
you to celebrate Earth as hyour 
home and to revere this planet as 
God’s sanctuary. 
🅲 Shalom! Shalom! Earth 
is our home! 
 
GATHERING SONG: “Song of 
Earth” (tune: ELW #365 or 369)  

1:   Hail the Earth that first 
appeared. Alleluia!  

When a word from God was 
heard. Alleluia!  

Let the Earth arise and be. 
Alleluia!  

Filled with living mystery. 
Alleluia! 

2: Hail the rainbow flying high. 
Alleluia!  

Spun by God across the sky. 
Alleluia!  

Giving Earth a solemn word. 
Alleluia!  

Never to unleash a flood. 
Alleluia! 

3: Hail the planet blue and 
green. Alleluia!  

Where the face of God is seen. 

Alleluia!  
Glory filling all the Earth. 

Alleluia!  
Celebrating every birth. Alleluia!  
Words: © Norman Habel 1999. Used by 
permission. 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
P  Planet Earth, spinning 
silently through space: 
🅲 Celebrate your beauty 
and your grace, your special 
place in our solar system. 
P  Planet Earth, gleaming 
green and blue: 
🅲  Rejoice in your ocean 
currents, as they dance and 
swirl with hope. 
P  Planet Earth, pulsing with 
life: 
🅲 Join in praise with all 
your fauna and flora, as they 
sing their songs to the Lord. 
P  Planet Earth, enveloped in 
the breath of God: 
🅲 Bless all your creatures 
this day, with the life-giving 
breath of God. 
P  Planet Earth, our precious, 
fragile home: 
🅲 Celebrate, with all your 
children, God’s presence in 
our planet home. 
P  Spin, Planet Earth, spin! 
🅲 Sing! Planet Earth! 
Sing! 



(We name, silently or aloud, other creatures 
or parts of the Earth, and we invite them to 
join us in praising our Creator.) 
P  We celebrate the song of 
our planet! 
🅲 Sing! Planet Earth! 
Sing! 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 139 
ed.) 
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who 
was slain, 
whose blood set us free to be 
people of God. 
Power, riches, wisdom and 
strength, 
and honor, blessing, and glory 
are his. 

This is the feast of victory for our 
God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
Sing with all the people of God, 
and join in the hymn of all 
creation: 
Blessing, honor, glory, and 
might 
be to God and the Lamb forever. 
Amen. 
For the Lamb who was slain has 
begun his reign. 
Alleluia. 
This is the feast of victory for our 
God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P  Let us pray.  
🅲  God, our Creator, as we 
reflect on the mystery of our 
fragile planet, we celebrate 
the wonders of Earth as our 
home. Help us to discern 
how we have polluted our 
planet and to empathize 
with the groaning of 
creation beneath us. Teach 
us to sense the presence of 
God pulsing through Earth 
as a living green-blue 
sanctuary. Teach us to love 
Earth as our home. In the 
name of Christ, the Word of 
God, who is the creative 
impulse in all creation. 
Amen. 

Earth Sunday Readings 
 
Genesis 1:1–25 
 God created the sky and the 
earth. At first, the earth was 
completely empty. There was 
nothing on the earth. Darkness 
covered the ocean, and God’s 
Spirit moved over the water. 
  Then God said, “Let there 
be light!” And light began to 
shine. He saw the light, and he 
knew that it was good. Then he 
separated the light from the 
darkness.  God named the light 
“day,” and he named the 
darkness “night.” 
 There was evening, and 
then there was morning. This 
was the first day. 
 Then God said, “Let there 
be a spaceto separate the water 
into two parts!” So God made the 
space and separated the water. 
Some of the water was above it, 
and some of the water was below 
it.  God named that space “sky.”  
 There was evening, and 
then there was morning. This 
was the second day. 
 Then God said, “Let the 
water under the sky be gathered 
together so that the dry land will 
appear.” And it happened. God 
named the dry land “earth,” and 

he named the water that was 
gathered together “seas.” And 
God saw that this was good. 
  Then God said, “Let the 
earth grow grass, plants that 
make grain, and fruit trees. The 
fruit trees will make fruit with 
seeds in it. And 
each plant will 
make its own kind 
of seed. Let these 
plants grow on the 
earth.” And it 
happened.  The 
earth grew grass 
and plants that 
made grain. And it 
grew trees that 
made fruit with 
seeds in it. Every plant made its 
own kind of seeds. And God saw 
that this was good. 
 There was evening, and 
then there was morning. This 
was the third day. 
 Then God said, “Let there 
be lights in the sky. These lights 
will separate the days from the 
nights. They will be used for 
signs to show when special 
meetings begin and to show the 
days and years.  They will be in 

the sky to shine light on the 
earth.” And it happened. 
 So God made the two large 
lights. He made the larger light to 
rule during the day and the 
smaller light to rule during the 
night. He also made the 

stars.  God put these 
lights in the sky to 
shine on the 
earth.  He put them 
in the sky to rule 
over the day and over 
the night. They 
separated the light 
from the darkness. 
And God saw that 
this was good. 
 There was 

evening, and then there was 
morning. This was the fourth 
day. 
 Then God said, “Let the 
water be filled with many living 
things, and let there be birds to 
fly in the air over the earth.” So 
God created the large sea 
animals. He created all the many 
living things in the sea and every 
kind of bird that flies in the air. 
And God saw that this was good. 
 God blessed all the living 
things in the sea and told them to 
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have many babies and fill the 
seas. And he blessed the birds on 
land and told them to have many 
more babies. 
 There was evening, and 
then there was morning. This 
was the fifth day. 
 Then God said, “Let the 
earth produce many kinds of 
living things. Let there be many 
different kinds of animals. Let 
there be large animals and small 
crawling animals of every kind. 
And let all these animals produce 
more animals.” And all these 
things happened. 
 So God made every kind of 
animal. He made the wild 
animals, the tame animals, and 
all the small crawling things. And 
God saw that this was good. 
  
Psalm 33:1–9 
1 Rejoice in the LORD, good 

people! 
    It is only right for good people 

to praise him. 
2 Play the lyre and praise the 

LORD. 
    Play the ten-stringed harp 

for him. 
3 Sing a new song to him. 
    Play it well and sing it loud! 
4 The LORD’s word is true, 
    and he is faithful in 

everything he does. 
5 He loves goodness and justice. 
    The LORD’S faithful love fills 

the earth. 
6 The LORD spoke the 

command, and the 
world was made. 

    The breath from his 
mouth created 
everything in the 
heavens. 

7 He gathered together the water 
of the sea. 

    He put the ocean in its place. 
8 Everyone on earth should 

fear and respect the 
LORD. 

    All the people in the world 
should fear him, 

9 because when he speaks, things 
happen. 

    And if he says, “Stop!”—then it 
stops. 

 
Romans 1:18–23 
 God shows his anger from 
heaven against all the evil and 
wrong things that people do. 
Their evil lives hide the truth 
they have. This makes God angry 
because they have been shown 
what he is like. Yes, God has 
made it clear to them. 
 There are things about God 
that people cannot see—his 
eternal power and all that makes 
him God. But since the beginning 
of the world, those things have 
been easy for people to 
understand. They are made clear 
in what God has made. So people 
have no excuse for the evil they 
do. 
 People knew God, but they 
did not honor him as God, and 
they did not thank him. Their 
ideas were all useless. There was 
not one good thought left in their 
foolish minds.  
 They said they were wise, 
but they became fools. Instead of 
honoring the divine greatness of 
God, who lives forever, they 
traded it for the worship of 
idols—things made to look like 
humans, who get sick and die, or 
like birds, animals, and snakes. 
 

GOSPEL: John 1:1–14 
 Before the world began, the 
Word was there. The Word was 
with God, and the Word was 
God.  He was there with God in 
the beginning. Everything was 
made through him, and nothing 
was made without him. In him 
there was life, and that life was a 
light for the people of the world.  
 The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has 
not defeated it. 
 There was a man named 
John, who was sent by God. He 
came to tell people about the 
light. Through him all people 
could hear about the light and 
believe.  
 John was not the light. But 
he came to tell people about the 
light. The true light was coming 
into the world. This is the true 
light that gives light to all people. 
 The Word was already in 
the world. The world was made 
through him, but the world did 
not know him. He came to the 
world that was his own. And his 
own people did not accept him.  
 But some people did accept 
him. They believed in him, and 
he gave them the right to become 
children of God.  They became 
God’s children, but not in the 
way babies are usually born. It 
was not because of any human 
desire or plan. They were born 
from God himself. 
 The Word became a man 
and lived among us. We saw his 
divine greatness—the greatness 
that belongs to the only Son of 
the Father. The Word was full of 
grace and truth.  

—Easy to Read Version (ERV)

Creed, Prayers, and Communion Liturgy 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: “All Creatures, Worship God 
Most High” (ELW #835) vv. 1 & 2 

1     All creatures, worship God most high! 
Sound every voice in earth and sky: Alleluia! 

Alleluia! 

Sing, brother sun, in splendor bright; 
sing, sister moon and stars of night: 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
2:       Sing, brother wind; with clouds and rain 
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you grow the gifts of fruit and grain: Alleluia! 
Alleluia! 

Dear sister water, useful, clear, 
make music for your Lord to hear: 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
Text © 1997 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
OneLicense.net permit #A-733643. 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
P  Let us affirm our faith together:  
🅲  We believe that God creates all things, 
renews all things, and celebrates all things. 
 We believe Earth is a sanctuary, a 
sacred planet filled with God’s presence, a 
home for us to share with our kin. 
 We believe that God became flesh and 
blood, became a part of Earth, a human 
being called Jesus Christ, who lived and 
breathed and spoke among us, suffered and 
died on a cross, for all human beings and for 
all creation. 
 We believe that the risen Jesus is the 
Christ at the core of creation, reconciling all 
things to God, renewing all creation, and 
filling the cosmos. 
 We believe the Spirit renews life in 
creation, groans in empathy with a suffering 
creation, and waits with us for the rebirth of 
creation. 
 We believe that with Christ we will rise 
and with Christ we will celebrate a new 
creation. 
 
Passing of the Peace 
🄿     The peace of Christ be with you always. 
🅲     And also with you. 
 

MEAL 
OFFERING. “We Give Thee but Thine Own” (ELW 
#686) 

1 We give thee but thine own, 
whate’er the gift may be; 

all that we have is thine alone, 
a trust, O Lord, from thee. 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
P  Let us pray. 
 God, our Creator, through your love you have 
given us these gifts to share. Accept our offerings as 
an expression of our deep thanks and our concern 
for those in need, including our fellow creatures on 
planet Earth. 
🅲  With all creation, we bless our creator. 
 

INTRODUCTION TO PRAYERS “Lord, Listen to 
Your Children Praying” (ELW #752) 

Lord, listen to your children praying, 
Lord, send your Spirit in this place; 

Lord, listen to your children praying, 
send us love, send us power, send us grace. 

“Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying” by Ken Medema copyright © 
1973 Hope Publishing Co. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission 
under OneLicence.net permit #A-733643 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
P  Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we 
pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 
 Holy One, you bring your people together in 
worship. Enliven your church. Guide all evangelists, 
preachers, prophets, and missionaries who seek to 
share your love through word and deed. Lord, in 
your mercy, 
🅲  hear our prayer. 
P  You provide water for thirsty ground and 
sunshine to feed hungry plants. Bless all who 
advocate for healthy forests, unpolluted air, and 
clean waterways. Inspire all people to show care for 
the world you have made. Lord, in your mercy, 
🅲  hear our prayer. 
P  You show no partiality. Increase justice in all 
nations. Encourage leaders and governments to 
work with one another for the good of our common 
world. (Especially as we celebrate Labor Day,) 
unite us in seeking the health, safety, and dignity of 
all. Lord, in your mercy, 
🅲 hear our prayer. 
P  You accompany those who are most in need. 
Shelter all fleeing violence or persecution, protect 
any who are in danger, and sustain them through 
uncertain and unstable times. Lord, in your mercy,  
🅲  hear our prayer. 
P  You support the work of your disciples. 
Continue to nurture the leadership and ministries of 
this congregation (especially…). Lord, in your 
mercy, 
🅲  hear our prayer. 
P  Provide for the needs of all, especially:  
• Mary Andrews (Welcome Center volunteer 
from St. Anthony’s) 
• Dawn Bench (Welcome Center volunteer) 
• Doug Becker (Marlene Binninger’s son) 
• Jackie Brichacek (Nancy’s sister-in-law) 
• Jean Boothe (Grace soup kitchen supervisor) 
• Hank Buehrens 
• Andrew Calvert 
• Pat Calvert 
• Barb Caputo 
• Holly Cummings 
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• Eric Dangerfield (Carolyn Reynold’s 
boyfriend)  
• Connie, mother of Welcome Center volunteer 
Lynda Eirich 
• Gregory Foster 
• Steve Gapko 
• Shirleen Gulick 
• Aggie Hartnell (Bert Felland’s mother) 
• Christine Hill 
• Sydney Houston 
• Jacqueline & David Kramer 
• David Kristopeit (Nancy’s brother-in-law) 
• Dorothy Keuffer 
• Dean O’Hanlon 
• Carolyn Reynold’s children Eddie, Santino, 
and Lytosha 
• Cynthia Schwartz (Norma’s daughter) 
• Marcia Swanson 
• Joyce Swift 
• Linda Wadham 
• Florence and Jacqueline Walker  (Carolyn’s 
sisters) 
• Dottie Watts  
• Kristi Weiss (Rollie’s daughter); 
Hear us, O God. 
🅲  hear our prayer. 
P  You embrace all who have died in the faith and 
brought them into your glorious presence. We thank 
you for their example and rejoice in their lives. We 
pray for the family and friends of Dave Kramer’s 
sister, Nancy Servantez. Lord, in your mercy, 
🅲  hear our prayer. 
P  Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our 
hearts known only to you; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
🅲  Amen. 
 
CREATION PRAYER  
🅲 Jesus Christ, teach us to empathize with 
Earth. Make our spirits sensitive to the cries 
of creation, cries for justice from the land, 
the seas, and the skies.  
 Jesus Christ, make our faith sensitive to 
the groans of the Spirit in creation, groans of 
longing for a new creation.  
 Jesus Christ, make our hearts sensitive 
to the songs of our kin, songs of celebration 
from the sea, the forest, and the air.  
Christ, teach us to care. Amen  
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  
P The Creator be with you and all creation.  
🅲 And also with you.  
P Open your hearts.  

🅲 We open them to our Creator.  
P Let us give thanks to our Creator.  
🅲 It is right to join creation in thanking 
God.  
P It is right to give you thanks, loving Creator.  
Your Word is the impulse for all things to be, for 
space, stars, and stardust to appear, for Earth to 
emerge from the deep, for life to be born of Earth, 
and for humans to be born of Earth and the Spirit.  
You chose to be born a human being, to become a 
part of Earth, to suffer, die, and rise from death to 
redeem humankind, renew creation, and affirm all 
born of Earth and the Spirit.  
 Your presence is the living impulse in all 
things, the Christ deep among us, filling Earth—
land, sea and air; filling every element and place;  
filling the grain and the grape we share with you this 
day.  
 Therefore with angels and archangels, ancient 
voices in the forest, high voices from the sky, deep 
voices from the sea and the whole company of 
creation, we proclaim your presence among us  
🅲 Holy, holy, holy, God of all life, Earth 
and sea and sky and all things that exist are 
full of your presence and glorify your name. 
Amen 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
P  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us 
pray as Jesus taught us.  
🅲  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed 
be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven: 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P  Come, for all things are now ready. Come to 
the table with all your kin and share with all in 
need— the gift of healing for those in pain, the gift of 
forgiveness for those in sin, the gift of assurance for 
those in doubt, and the gift of hope for those in 
tears.  
🅲 May we who share these gifts, share 
Christ with one another and with all our kin.  
 
LAMB OF GOD  
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🅲  Lamb of God, who takes away all sin against 
God, have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, who takes away all sin against 
Earth, have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, who takes away all sin from the 
world, receive our prayer.  
 
DISTRIBUTION SONG: How Great Thou Art (ELW 
#856)  
1: O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder 
consider all the works thy hand hath made, 
I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder, 
thy power throughout the universe displayed; 
Refrain: Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to 
thee, 
how great thou art! How great thou art! 
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee, 
how great thou art! How great thou art! 
2: When through the woods and forest glades I 
wander, 
I hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees; 
when I look down from lofty mountain grandeur 
and hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze; 
Refrain 
“How Great Thou Art” © 1949, 1953 The Stuart Hine Trust. USA print 
rights administered by Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 
60188. Reprinted by permission under OneLicence.net permit #A-
733643. 
 
THANKSGIVING  
P Let us give thanks for this meal.  
🅲 We thank you Christ, for the meal we 
have celebrated with you, and we pray that 
through your body and blood we may be 
healed and become agents of healing for 
Earth. Amen. 

 
SENDING 

P Christ calls you to be his disciples, to serve him 
with love and compassion, to serve Earth by caring 
for creation. Hold again the symbol in your hands  

and go forth to serve.  
🅲 We will remember our planet home! We 
will groan with all creation! We will 
celebrate with Earth!  
P Will you care for creation?  
🅲 We will care for creation! We will 
nurture our planet! We will celebrate life!  
 
BLESSING  
P May the Spirit of God, who is above all and in 
all and through all, fill you with the knowledge of 
God’s presence in Earth and with the joy Christ 
within you.  
 Go in peace! Serving Christ and loving Earth!  
🅲 We go in peace, serving Christ and 
tending Earth.  
 
RECESSION AND SONG: “Before the Waters Nourished 
Earth” (ACS #1049) 

1:  Before the waters nourished earth 
or night imagined morning, 

a Love conceived the universe 
and reveled in its forming. 

4:   The Love that called creation good 
all goodness still is bringing. 

This Love turns death again to life 
and silence into singing. 

“Before the Waters Nourished Earth” © 1996 Jeannette M. Lindholm, 
admin. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
OneLicense.net permit #A-733643. 
 
Canticle of Praise, Prayers of the People from sundaysandseasons.com. 
Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by 
permission: annual permit #SAS017083 
 

Altar Flowers and Bulletins 
 
 Thank you to Jarlene Kriehn for sponsoring 
the altar flowers this morning for the greater glory 
of God, and also for sponsoring worship bulletins in 
the month of September.

Grace Receipts: August 29, 2021 
 
General offering  ........................................... $ 229.00 
Benevolence  ..................................................... $ 8.00 
Parking lot repair ........................................... $ 30.00 
Church use (parking) ..................................... $ 40.00 
From Non-members: 
 for Welcome Center carts ................... $ 300.00 
 for Pastor’s benefits package ................ $ 50.00 
 non-designated .................................... $ 285.00 
Minus banking fees ........................................ $ (7.20) 

Total  ............................................................ $ 934.80 
Grace weekly budget in 2021: $ 3,224.20 
 Notes: The weekly budget amount given here 
was calculated by taking the total expenses in the 
2021 budget, and dividing the result by 52. 
 Please remember you can contribute by mail, 
or electronically through the “Donations” link at 
GraceKenosha.com. 
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Congregational Meeting September 12 
 
 Grace Lutheran Church Council has called for 
a congregational meeting at 10:45 a.m. on Sunday, 
September 12 to open a discussion on soliciting bids 
to repair our parking lot. 

 As anyone who has driven through it knows, 
our lot has many sinkholes and rough patches. This 
can be hard on cars, and also makes plowing snow 
difficult.

 
Grace Lutheran Church 
2006 60th Street 
Kenosha, Wisconsin 53140-3893 
 
https://www.GraceKenosha.com 
Worship services livestreamed at www.facebook.com/GraceElcaKenosha/ 
Pastor Jonathan Barker: jonathan.w.barker17@gmail.com 626-864-6404 
Church office: graceoffice@wi.rr.com 262-654-9143 
Office hours: 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Tuesday through Friday 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Grace Lutheran Church was a stop in an “Amazing 

Race” style competition involving staff from 
Reuther High School. Four teams brought in several 
boxes and bags of canned and boxed items for the 
Welcome Center food pantry on August 27 as they 
followed clues for tasks helping various Kenosha 

area charities. 


