
 
June 20, 2021 

Gathering Liturgy for Fourth Sunday after Pentecost  
 
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
P  Blessed be the holy Trinity, 
☩ one God, the God of manna, 
the God of miracles, the God of 
mercy. 
🅲  Amen! 
P Drawn to Christ and 
seeking God’s abundance, let us 
confess our sin. 
 God, our provider,  
🅲  help us. It is hard to 
believe there is enough to 
share. We question your 
ways when they differ from 
the ways of the world in 
which we live. We turn to 
our own understanding 
rather than trusting in you. 
We take offense at your 
teachings and your ways. 
Turn us again to you. Where 
else can we turn? Share with 
us the words of eternal life 
and feed us for life in the 
world. Amen. 
P Beloved people of God: in 
Jesus, the manna from heaven, 
you are fed and nourished. By 
Jesus, the worker of miracles, 
there is always more than 
enough. Through Jesus, ☩ the 
bread of life, you are shown 
God’s mercy: you are forgiven 
and loved into abundant life. 
🅲  Amen. 

 
GATHERING SONG: “Lord, Take 
My Hand and Lead Me” (ELW 
#767) vv. 1 & 3 
1   Lord, take my hand and lead 

me 
upon life's way; 

direct, protect, and feed me 
from day to day. 

Without your grace and favor 
I go astray; 

so take my hand, O Savior, 
and lead the way. 

3   Visit, then, this soul of mine, 
Lord, when the shadows 

lengthen 
and night has come, 

I know that you will strengthen 
my steps toward home, 

then nothing can impede me, 
O blessed Friend! 

So, take my hand and lead me 
unto the end. 

Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, 
admin. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission under 
OneLicence.net permit #A-733643. 
 
GREETING 
P  The grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
🅲  And also with you. 
 
KYRIE (ELW p. 203) 

Have mercy on us, Lord, and 
hear our solemn prayer. 

We come to hear your living 
word; it saves us from despair. 
Have mercy on us, Christ, and 

wash away our sin. 
Pour out your grace and make 

us whole that new life may 
begin. 

Have mercy on us, Lord, make 
sin and shame depart. 

Renew us with your saving 
power; create in us new hearts! 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P  Let us pray.  
 O God of creation, eternal 
majesty, you preside over land 
and sea, sunshine and storm. By 
your strength pilot us, by your 
power preserve us, by your 
wisdom instruct us, and by your 
hand protect us, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
🅲  Amen. 
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Lectionary 12 Readings 
 
Job 38:1–11 
 The LORD answered Job out 
of the whirlwind: 
“Who is this that darkens counsel 
by words without knowledge? 
Gird up your loins like a man, 
  I will question you, and you 
shall declare to me. 
 “Where were you when I 
laid the foundation of the earth? 
  Tell me, if you have 
understanding. 
Who determined its 
measurements—surely you 
know! 
  Or who stretched the line 
upon it? 
On what were its bases sunk, 
  or who laid its cornerstone 
when the morning stars sang 
together 
  and all the heavenly beings 
shouted for joy? 
 “Or who shut in the sea 
with doors 
  when it burst out from the 
womb?— 
when I made the clouds its 
garment, 
  and thick darkness its 
swaddling band, 
and prescribed bounds for it, 
  and set bars and doors, 
and said, ‘Thus far shall you 
come, and no farther, 
  and here shall your proud 
waves be stopped’?” 
 
Psalm 107:1–3, 23–32 
1Give thanks to the LORD, for the 
LORD is good, 
 for God’s mercy endures 
forever. 
2Let the redeemed of the 
LORD proclaim 
 that God redeemed them 
from the hand of the foe, 
3gathering them in from the 
lands; 
 from the east and from the 
west, from the north and | from 
the south. … 

23Some went down to the sea 
in ships, 
 plying their trade in deep 
waters.  
24They beheld the works of the 
LORD, 
 God’s wonderful works in the 
deep. 
25Then God spoke, and a 
stormy wind arose, 
 which tossed high the 
waves of the sea. 
26They mounted up to the 
heavens and descended to the 
depths; 
 their souls melted away in 
their peril. 
27They staggered and reeled 
like drunkards, 
 and all their skill was of no 
avail. 
28Then in their trouble they cried 
to the LORD, 
 and you delivered them from 
their distress. 
29You stilled the storm to a 
whisper 
 and silenced the waves of 
the sea.  
30Then were they glad when it 
grew calm, 
 when you guided them to the 
harbor they desired. 
31Let them give thanks to 
you, LORD, for your steadfast 
love 
 and your wonderful works 
for all people. 
32Let them exalt you in the 
assembly of the people; 
 in the council of the elders, let 
them sing hallelujah! 
 
2 Corinthians 6:1–13 
 As we work together with 
him, we urge you also not to 
accept the grace of God in vain. 
For he says,  
 “At an acceptable time I have 
listened to you, 
  and on a day of salvation I 
have helped you.” 

 See, now is the acceptable 
time; see, now is the day of 
salvation! We are putting no 
obstacle in anyone’s way, so that 
no fault may be found with our 
ministry, but as servants of God 
we have commended ourselves in 
every way: through great 
endurance, in afflictions, 
hardships, calamities, beatings, 
imprisonments, riots, labors, 
sleepless nights, hunger; by 
purity, knowledge, patience, 
kindness, holiness of spirit, 
genuine love, truthful speech, 
and the power of God; with the 
weapons of righteousness for the 
right hand and for the left; in 
honor and dishonor, in ill repute 
and good repute.  
 We are treated as 
impostors, and yet are true; as 
unknown, and yet are well 
known; as dying, and see—we are 
alive; as punished, and yet not 
killed; as sorrowful, yet always 
rejoicing; as poor, yet making 
many rich; as having nothing, 
and yet possessing everything. 
 We have spoken frankly to 
you Corinthians; our heart is 
wide open to you. There is no 
restriction in our affections, but 
only in yours. 
 In return—I speak as to 
children—open wide your hearts 
also. 
 
GOSPEL: Mark 4:35–41 
 When evening had come, 
Jesus said to the disciples, “Let 
us go across to the other side.”  
 And leaving the crowd 
behind, they took him with them 
in the boat, just as he was. Other 
boats were with him.  
 A great windstorm arose, 
and the waves beat into the boat, 
so that the boat was already 
being swamped. But he was in 
the stern, asleep on the cushion; 
and they woke him up and said to 



Grace Notes    June 20, 2021   3 
	

him, “Teacher, do you not care 
that we are perishing?” 
 He woke up and rebuked 
the wind, and said to the sea, 
“Peace! Be still!” Then the wind 

ceased, and there was a dead 
calm. 
 He said to them, “Why are 
you afraid? Have you still no 
faith?” 

 And they were filled with 
great awe and said to one 
another, “Who then is this, that 
even the wind and the sea obey 
him?” 

Pastor Barker’s Sermon on Mark 4:35–41 
 
 Has anyone here ever 
wondered why God allows 
natural disasters to occur? 
Maybe you’ve seen images from 
an earthquake, tsunami, or 
drought that had a large death 
toll, and it made you wonder 
where God was in all of this. 
 I get questions like this 
often and our Gospel reading this 
morning helps us to think about 
an answer. 
 But before I come back to 
that, I want to lift up the amazing 
power of God that we read about 
today.  In light of Mike’s funeral 
this week, I know we all need to 
be reminded of this. 
 Like the disciples, 
sometimes we find ourselves in 
the midst of great storms.  
Sometimes these are literal 
storms, but they could be all the 
ways in which our lives feel 
dangerous, out of control and 
overwhelming. 
 And, there is something 
very powerful about this miracle 
of Jesus where he calms a storm, 
because storms are so powerful 
and out of control.  Storms have 
such a great way of reminding us 
that we are small and not in 
charge and also remind us of how 
afraid we can become. 
 And our Savior, Jesus, can 
calm these storms with just a 
word.  That’s amazing! 
 And it’s not just storms, but 
if we keep reading after Jesus 
calms the storms, he finds 
himself in another terrifying 
situation.  He lands on shore to 
find a man possessed with 
demons, who is so out of control 
he cannot be chained down in his 
home in the tombs.  In fact, this 

man is beating himself with 
rocks, while running around 
naked howling at the moon.  And 
what does Jesus do in this 
situation? Powerfully heals this 
man. 
 These miracles back to back 
give us a very strong word of 
encouragement that where our 
life feels out of control, chaotic, 
scary Jesus can do very powerful 
things.  And, I know we need to 
hear that this week as a church. 
 Now, let me return to the 
opening question.  Certainly, this 
passage offers great 
encouragement about God’s 
power, but it also speaks to the 
reality of what God’s in breaking 
kingdom looks like for all of 
creation. 
 To understand this we need 
to think about two scriptures.  
First we need to go back to the 
book of Genesis chapter 1 verse 2 
we learn that originally there was 
just chaos, “the earth was a 
formless void and darkness 
covered the face of the deep”.  So, 
before God creates there is this 

unformed blob of chaos 
which God puts in order. 
 Second, we need to go 
to the very end of the Bible.  
We read in Revelation 21 
that when God recreates 
both heaven and earth that 
God will get rid of the sea.  
Now, in part this is due to 
the context of when 
Revelation was written—the 
Romans used the 
Mediteranean Sea to ship 
their armies around as well 
as ship their slaves around.  
But, it also represents that 
God is finally going to get 

rid of the uncertainty, chaos, and 
danger in our world. 
 Jesus calming the storm, 
like all of his miracles, is both a 
foretaste of the world to come 
and also instructs us to what 
God’s mission is. 
 Jesus calming the storm 
points to the fact that God’s 
mission is not just to restore us 
humans by forgiving us our sins 
and defeating death.  But, God’s 
mission is to restore all of 
creation.  This includes restoring 
the physical creation itself. 
 This passage answers the 
question of why natural disasters 
happen explaining that they 
indeed are not God’s will for our 
creation and will not exist in the 
new heaven and new earth. 
 And, just like Jesus’ 
miracles of healing and feeding 
give a mission to the church, this 
miracle of calming the storm give 
mission to the church.  We are to 
follow Jesus’ example and seek 
the restoration of creation. 
 Amen. 
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Creed, Prayers, and Communion Liturgy 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: “Eternal Father, Strong to 
Save” (ELW #756) vv. 1 & 4 

1: Eternal Father, strong to save, 
whose arm has bound the restless wave, 

who bade the mighty ocean deep 
its own appointed limits keep: 

oh, hear us when we cry to thee 
for those in peril on the sea. 

4:   O Trinity of love and power, 
all travelers guard in danger's hour 
from rock and tempest, fire and foe, 
protect them wheresoe’er they go; 

thus evermore shall rise to thee 
glad hymns and praise from land and sea. 

CREED 
P  Confident in Christ’s resurrection, let us 
proclaim our faith:  
🅲  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, 
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended 
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 
catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
INTRODUCTION TO PRAYERS “Lord, Listen to 
Your Children Praying” (ELW #752) 

Lord, listen to your children praying, 
Lord, send your Spirit in this place; 

Lord, listen to your children praying, 
send us love, send us power, send us grace. 

“Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying” by Ken Medema copyright © 
1973 Hope Publishing Co. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission 
under OneLicence.net permit #A-733643 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
P  Let us come before the triune God in prayer. 
 Holy God, you gather your people from east 
and west, north and south. We pray for the mission 
of the church throughout the world, that your 
steadfast love may be made known to all peoples. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
🅲  hear our prayer. 

P  You laid the foundations of the earth and the 
waters are the womb of creation. The morning stars 
sing your name and all creation shouts for joy. We 
pray for your blessed creation, that it may continue 
to flourish and magnify your glory.  Lord, in your 
mercy, 
🅲  hear our prayer. 
P  You keep watch over all nations. We pray for 
countries experiencing violence, hunger, and unrest 
(especially…). Guide worldwide and local 
community organizations in their efforts to establish 
safety and justice. Lord, in your mercy, 
🅲 hear our prayer. 
P  You are close to the brokenhearted and near to 
those in distress. We pray for those who are 
experiencing oppression. Liberate us from the 
systems and chains that bind us. Remove the 
barriers that separate us from one another.  
 We also pray for:  
• Mary Andrews (Welcome Center volunteer 
from St. Anthony’s) 
• Dawn Bench (Welcome Center volunteer) 
• Doug Becker (Marlene Binninger’s son) 
• Jackie Brichacek (Nancy’s sister-in-law) 
• Jean Boothe (Grace soup kitchen supervisor) 
• Hank Buehrens 
• Andrew Calvert 
• Pat Calvert 
• Barb Caputo 
• Holly Cummings 
• Eric Dangerfield (Carolyn Reynold’s 
boyfriend)  
• Connie, mother of Welcome Center volunteer 
Lynda Eirich 
• Gregory Foster 
• Steve Gapko 
• Shirleen Gulick 
• Aggie Hartnell (Bert Felland’s mother) 
• Sydney Houston 
• Jacqueline & David Kramer 
• David Kristopeit (Nancy’s brother-in-law) 
• Dorothy Keuffer 
• Dean O’Hanlon 
• Carolyn Reynold’s children Eddie, Santino, 
and Lytosha 
• Cynthia Schwartz (Norma’s daughter) 
• Marcia Swanson 
• Joyce Swift 
• Linda Wadham 
• Florence and Jacqueline Walker  (Carolyn’s 
sisters) 
• Dottie Watts  
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• Kristi Weiss (Rollie’s daughter); 
Lord, in your mercy, 
🅲  hear our prayer. 
P  You dwell with us in this faith community. We 
pray for our leaders and elders (especially…). Grant 
them knowledge, patience, and kindness, that 
through their leadership you may be exalted in this 
assembly. Lord, in your mercy, 
🅲  hear our prayer. 
P Holy God, as you have accompanied your 
people through times of captivity, wilderness, and 
exile, shelter and sustain all those who flee 
persecution, oppression, warfare, violence, hunger, 
and poverty. Open our hearts and homes, our gates 
and doors, so that they find safety, peace, and 
welcome—a place to live in freedom and without 
fear. Lord, in your mercy, 
🅲  hear our prayer. 
P  Your love endures in all situations. On this 
Father’s Day, we pray for those who are fathers or 
wish to be fathers, for those with broken or strained 
relationships, for those who are missing their 
fathers, and for fathers who have lost children. Bless 
and strengthen them. Lord, in your mercy, 
🅲  hear our prayer. 
P  We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in 
your abiding grace. 
🅲  Amen. 
 
PEACE 
P  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
🅲  And also with you. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

MEAL 
 
OFFERING. “We Give Thee but Thine Own” (ELW 
#686) 

1 We give thee but thine own, 
whate’er the gift may be; 

all that we have is thine alone, 
a trust, O Lord, from thee. 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
P  Let us pray. 
 Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with 
your very self, and called us to the feast of plenty. 
Gather what has been sown among us, and 
strengthen us in this meal. Make us to be what we 
receive here, your body for the life of the world. 
🅲  Amen. 

DIALOGUE & PREFACE 
P  The Lord be with you. 
🅲  And also with you. 
P  Lift up your hearts. 
🅲  We lift them to the Lord. 
P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
🅲  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we 
should at all times and in all places give thanks and 
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through 
our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame 
death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 
opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
 And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise 
your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 207) 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might: 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P  Holy	God, our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer, 
in the harmonious world of your creation, the plants 
and animals, the seas and stars were whole and well 
in your praise. 
 When sin had scarred the world, you sent your 
Son to heal our ills and to form us again into one. 
 In the night in which he was betrayed, our 
Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this 
is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for 
the remembrance of me. 
 Remembering, therefore, his acts of healing, 
his body given up, and his victory over death, we 
await that day when all the peoples of the earth will 
come to the river to enjoy the tree of life. Send your 
Spirit upon us and this meal: as grains scattered on 
the hillside become one bread, so let your Church be 
gathered from the ends of the earth, that all may be 
fed with the Bread of life, your Son. Through him all 
glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the 
Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and 
forever. 
🅲  Amen 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
P  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us 
pray as Jesus taught us.  
🅲  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed 
be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven: 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P  Christ has set the table with more than enough 
for all. Come! 
COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 
208) 
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin 

of all the world away; 
you suffered death our lives to 

save: have mercy now, we pray. 
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin 

of all the world away; 
you set us free from guilt and 

grave: have mercy now, we pray. 
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world 

away; 
eternal peace with God you made: give us your 

peace, we pray. 
SONG: “It Is Well with My Soul” (ELW #785) vv. 1 & 
4 

1:   When peace like a river attendeth my way, 
when sorrows like sea billows roll, 

whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say, 
it is well, it is well with my soul. 

Refrain: It is well (it is well) 
with my soul, (with my soul,) 

it is well, it is well with my soul. 
4:       Lord, hasten the day when our faith shall be 

sight, 
the clouds be rolled back as a scroll, 

the trumpet shall sound and the Lord shall descend; 
even so it is well with my soul. Refrain 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P  Let us pray.  
 Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from 

your table more than we could ever ask. As you have 
nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love 
the world with your own life. In your name we pray. 
🅲  Amen. 

SENDING 
 
BLESSING 
P  The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds 
us, and journeys with us, ☩ be upon you now and 
forever. 
🅲  Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG “Jesus, Savior, Pilot Me” (ELW 
#755) vv. 1 & 3 

1:   Jesus, Savior, pilot me 
over life’s tempestuous sea; 

unknown waves before me roll, 
hiding rock and treacherous shoal; 
chart and compass come from thee. 

Jesus, Savior, pilot me. 
3:    When at last I near the shore, 

and the fearful breakers roar 
twixt me and the peaceful rest, 

then, while leaning on thy breast, 
may I hear thee say to me: 
“Fear not, I will pilot thee.” 

 
DISMISSAL 
P  Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. 
🅲  Thanks be to God! 
 
Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg 
Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission: annual permit 
#SAS017083 
 

Altar Flowers 
 
 The altar flowers this Sunday are given for the 
glory of God by Judy Gregory in memory of her 
husband, Roland Gregory. 
 

Pastoral Acts 
 
Wedding: Shawn Alexander & Leonard Gordon Jr., 
June 12, 2021 
Funeral: Mike J. Swift, Sr., June 15, 2021
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Amistad Youth Offer Car Wash Saturday 
 
 The youth of Amistad Cristiana are having a 
car wash in our parking lot on Saturday, June 26, 

from 10:00 to 2:00. Proceeds will benefit the youth 
programs of Amistad Cristiana.

 

Worship at Pennoyer Park Bandshell July 18 
 
 Meet us all for an outdoor 
worship service 9:30 am. 
Sunday, July 18 at the Pennoyer 
Park bandshell, 3601 Seventh 
Avenue. You are encouraged to 
bring chairs and parasols, and to 
stay for a church picnic. 
 A special appreciation for 
Pastor Jonathan Barker is planned to express the 

community’s thanks for 
his inspiration and 
leadership. Toward that 
end, we are taking up a 
collection to buy Pastor 
Barker a suit. 
Contributions can be 
earmarked “Pastor 

Appreciation.”

Summer Book Study Reads Jim Antal 
 
  The next book study we will read together is 
Climate Church, Climate World: How People of 
Faith Must Work for Change by Jim Antal.  Please 

order a copy and start reading, and we will have our 
book study sessions in July and August (dates to be 
announced). 

 

Register for Outreach for Hope Bike Ride 
 
 Join all of your friends on the morning of 
Saturday, September 25 for the Outreach for Hope 
2021 Ride Run Walk (formerly the Family Bike 
Ride), and help FUNdraise $150K for grants to 
central city congregations in the Greater Milwaukee 
Synod! 
 Starting on July 15, 
visit OFHRRW.org to 
register to participate at 
one of Outreach for 
Hope’s event sites (each 
site offers a walk, and 
road and trail rides unless otherwise noted): 
∆    Racine/Kenosha County: Kenosha / walk and 
ride on North Shore Bike Trail, and ride on roads 
∆    NEW! Milwaukee County: WALK ONLY at 
Washington Park 
∆    Virtual: Ride, run, walk, and/or fundraise on 
your own schedule (July 15 to September 25; you 
can register for both the virtual option AND an in-
person event) 
 Registrants will receive a free event t-shirt, and 
snacks, drinks and a boxed lunch for in-person 
events. There is NO registration fee — instead, pay 
what you can at registration, and/or collect 
donations from others leading up to the event. 

 Volunteers are also needed! Visit 
tinyurl.com/OFHRRWvolunteer or call 414-671-
1212 to learn more and sign up. 

Hours for Food Donations to 
Welcome Center Pantry 

 
 Donations of dairy and fresh produce can be 
accepted on Monday and Tuesday mornings when 
the Welcome Center volunteers are here. 
 Packaged goods will still be accepted during 
office hours, 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Tuesday 
through Friday. 

Grace Receipts: June 13, 2021 
 
General offering  ........................................ $ 1,264.00 
Benevolence  ................................................. $ 150.00 
Parking lot repair ........................................... $ 60.00 
Non-members, for Sunday School ................ $ 50.00 
Non-members, for their wedding .................. $ 60.00 
Holy Assembly building use ........................ $ 500.00 
Minus banking fees ......................................... $ (9.10) 
Total  ......................................................... $ 2,074.90 
Grace weekly budget in 2021: $ 3,224.20 
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Lutherans Mark World Refugee Day, June 20 
 
“And the king will answer them, 
‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it 
to one of the least of these who 
are members of my family, you 
did it to me” (Matthew 25:40). 
 The global need for refugee 
resettlement has never been 
greater, and the U.S. Refugee 
Admissions Program (USRAP) is 
that lifeline — for children 
forcibly conscripted into armies, 
for LGBTQ+ people 
attacked for who 
they are, for 
religious minorities 
persecuted for their 
worship. In response 
to deepening crises 
around the world, 
the United States 
must reclaim its 
humanitarian and moral 
responsibility and reassume 
global leadership in refugee 
resettlement. 
 With so many lives in 
danger, we will continue to honor 
the Lutheran legacy of generous 
and compassionate welcome for 
those who seek refuge in our 
communities. How would we 
respond if the refugee on our 
doorstep were Jesus himself? As 
Jesus taught, “Just as you did it 
to one of the least of these who 
are members of my family, you 
did it to me” (Matthew 25:40).  
 For more than 80 years, 
Lutherans in the United States 
have joined together to respond 
to God’s call to love the neighbor 
who comes to us as a stranger. 
Since 1939, Lutheran 
Immigration and Refugee Service 
(LIRS) has led the Lutheran 
movement to welcome 
vulnerable migrants and refugees 
in America. LIRS is the largest 
faith-based nonprofit in the 
United States dedicated to 
serving vulnerable immigrants, 
asylum-seekers, and refugees. 

Together with Lutherans across 
the country, we have equipped 
and supported over half a million 
newcomers as they settled into 
cities across the country, and we 
have advocated boldly for 
policies that protect those we 
serve. We work rigorously to 
ensure that our policies reflect 
the best of our nation, and when 
a child of God has no safe home 

to return to, we open 
ours.  
 This legacy of 
welcome is woven into 
our tradition and 
history as the 
Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America 
(ELCA). Many of our 
Lutheran ancestors 

faced the pain of having to flee 
their homes and knew the joy of 
being welcomed into new 
communities across the United 
States. Because this church 
believes in sustaining a faithful 
presence in the world, it “holds 
power accountable, advocates 
justice, stands with those who are 
poor and vulnerable, provides 
sanctuary, and meets human 
need” (ELCA social statement, 
For Peace in God’s World, 1995).  
 Offering refuge to displaced 
people and people fleeing 
persecution is a natural 
extension of that biblical witness. 
The ELCA’s AMMPARO strategy 
(Accompanying Migrant Minors 
with Protection, Advocacy, 
Representation and 
Opportunities) — a holistic 
churchwide commitment to 
accompanying vulnerable 
migrant children and families, 
now and into the future — 
reflects this calling.  
 Around 199 welcoming and 
sanctuary congregations, as well 
as 36 synod AMMPARO or 
immigration task forces with 

connections in 53 ELCA synods, 
have committed to offering 
accompaniment to migrants in 
their communities. 
 This year, World Refugee 
Day will include a social media 
campaign, prayer services, and 
opportunities for advocacy and 
education. Lutheran 
Immigration and Refugee Service 
and the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America invite you to 
learn, pray, and act on behalf of 
those seeking refuge on our 
shores. We encourage you to 
explore the ELCA’s social 
message “Immigration,” its 
AMMPARO strategy, and LIRS 
resources to determine how LIRS 
and the ELCA can best support 
your congregation as it responds 
to God’s call to serve the most 
vulnerable.  
 With such pressing need, 
we urge our leaders and elected 
officials to push for quick 
resettlement of as many refugees 
as the United States admits this 
year, to strengthen and 
streamline the process so fewer 
families experience prolonged 
separation, and to help our 
nation forge a system of even 
warmer welcome, as resettlement 
partners work to rebuild.  
 This World Refugee Day, let 
us recommit ourselves to 
empowering those driven from 
their homes by conflict, 
persecution, poverty, and climate 
change. We pray that all will 
experience grace in welcoming 
the stranger. 
 Together in hope,  
 Krish O’Mara Vignarajah 
President and Chief Executive 
Officer, Lutheran Immigration 
and Refugee Service 
 The Rev. Elizabeth A. 
Eaton Presiding Bishop, 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America 
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https://www.GraceKenosha.com 
Worship services in-person and livestreaming at www.facebook.com/GraceElcaKenosha/ 9:30 a.m. Sunday 
Pastor Jonathan Barker: jonathan.w.barker17@gmail.com 626-864-6404 
Church office: graceoffice@wi.rr.com ( 262-654-9143 
Office hours: 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Tuesday through Friday 
 
 


