June 13, 2021

Gathering Liturgy for Third Sunday after Pentecost
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity,
☩ one God, the God of manna,
the God of miracles, the God of
mercy.
🅲 Amen!
Drawn to Christ and
seeking God’s abundance, let us
confess our sin.
God, our provider,
🅲 help us. It is hard to
believe there is enough to
share. We question your
ways when they differ from
the ways of the world in
which we live. We turn to
our own understanding
rather than trusting in you.
We take offense at your
teachings and your ways.
Turn us again to you. Where
else can we turn? Share with
us the words of eternal life
and feed us for life in the
world. Amen.
Beloved people of God: in
Jesus, the manna from heaven,
you are fed and nourished. By
Jesus, the worker of miracles,
there is always more than
enough. Through Jesus, ☩ the
bread of life, you are shown
God’s mercy: you are forgiven
and loved into abundant life.
🅲 Amen.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ, the love of
God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with
you all.
🅲 And also with you.
KYRIE (ELW p. 203)
Have mercy on us, Lord,
and hear our solemn
prayer.
We come to hear your
living word; it saves us
from despair.

GATHERING SONG: “Christ,
Whose Glory Fills the Skies”
(ELW #553) vv. 1 & 3
1 Christ, whose glory fills the
skies,
Christ, the true and only light,
Sun of righteousness, arise,
triumph o’er the shades of night;
Dayspring from on high, be
near;
Daystar, in my heart appear.
3 Visit, then, this soul of mine,
pierce the gloom of sin and grief;
fill me, radiancy divine,
scatter all my unbelief;
more and more thyself display,
shining to the perfect day.

Have mercy on us, Christ,
and wash away our sin.
Pour out your grace and
make us whole that new life may
begin.
Have mercy on us, Lord, make
sin and shame depart.
Renew us with your saving
power; create in us new hearts!
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
O God, you are the tree of
life, offering shelter to all the
world. Graft us into yourself and
nurture our growth, that we may
bear your truth and love to those
in need, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.
🅲 Amen.

Lectionary 11 Readings
Ezekiel 17:22–24
Thus says the Lord GOD:
I myself will take a sprig
from the lofty top of a cedar;
I will set it out.
I will break off a tender one
from the topmost of its
young twigs;
I myself will plant it
on a high and lofty
mountain.
On the mountain height of
Israel
I will plant it,
in order that it may produce
boughs and bear fruit,
and become a noble cedar.
Under it every kind of bird will
live;
in the shade of its branches
will nest
winged creatures of every
kind.
All the trees of the field shall
know
that I am the LORD.
I bring low the high tree,
I make high the low tree;
I dry up the green tree
and make the dry tree
flourish.
I the LORD have spoken;
I will accomplish it.
Psalm 92:1–4, 12–15
1It is a good thing to give thanks
to the LORD,
to sing praise to your name, O
Most High;
2to herald your love in the
morning
and your faithfulness at
night;
3on the psaltery, and on the lyre,
and to the melody of the harp.
4For you have made me glad
by your acts, O LORD;
and I shout for joy because
of the works of your hands.
…
12The righteous shall flourish like
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a palm tree,
and shall spread abroad
like a cedar of Lebanon.
13Those who are planted
in the house of the LORD
shall flourish in the
courts of our God;
14they shall still bear fruit in
old age;
they shall be green and
succulent;
15that they may show
how up right the LORD
is,
my rock, in whom
there is no injustice.
2 Corinthians 5:6–10, 14–17
So we are always confident;
even though we know that while
we are at home in the body we
are away from the Lord—for we
walk by faith, not by sight.
Yes, we do have confidence,
and we would rather be away
from the body and at home with
the Lord. So whether we are at
home or away, we make it our
aim to please him.
For all of us must appear
before the judgment seat of
Christ, so that each may receive
recompense for what has been
done in the body, whether good
or evil. …
For the love of Christ urges
us on, because we are convinced
that one has died for all;
therefore all have died. And he
died for all, so that those who live
might live no longer for
themselves, but for him who died
and was raised for them.
From now on, therefore, we
regard no one from a human
point of view; even though we
once knew Christ from a human
point of view, we know him no
longer in that way. So if anyone is
in Christ, there is a new creation:

everything old has passed away;
see, everything has become new!
GOSPEL: Mark 4:26–34
Jesus said, “The kingdom of
God is as if someone would
scatter seed on the ground, and
would sleep and rise night and
day, and the seed would sprout
and grow, he does not know how.
The earth produces of itself, first
the stalk, then the head, then the
full grain in the head. But when
the grain is ripe, at once he goes
in with his sickle, because the
harvest has come.”
He also said, “With what
can we compare the kingdom of
God, or what parable will we use
for it? It is like a mustard seed,
which, when sown upon the
ground, is the smallest of all the
seeds on earth; yet when it is
sown it grows up and becomes
the greatest of all shrubs, and
puts forth large branches, so that
the birds of the air can make
nests in its shade.”
With many such parables
he spoke the word to them, as
they were able to hear it; he did
not speak to them except in
parables, but he explained
everything in private to his
disciples.

Pastor Barker’s Sermon on Mark 4:26–34
Our gospel reading this
morning could be entitled, “In
celebration of taking no
responsibility and weeds.”
Two things that we don’t
normally celebrate.
Our first parable of the
morning compares the kingdom
of God to someone who scatters
seed and then goes to bed. The
next morning they get up, and
voila, plants have grown.
The idea that God’s
kingdom grows while we sleep is
a challenging idea—we are people
of action that want to make
things grow.
I will never forget reading
in a commentary many years ago
that we are a “build” culture, not
a “grow” culture. We use the
verb build very natural—we build
churches, we build thriving
organizations, we build wealth
and the list could go on. Also,
just think about how often we
talk about building a strong
foundation. As a build culture
we profoundly think that we are
at the center and through our
action things get done.
This could not be more
different than a farm culture that
“grows” things. Growing things
involves a partnership—yes, the
sower does scatter seed, and we
could imagine they would also do
things like pluck a week now or
then. But, for this plant to grow
there are many other things that
are outside of the sower’s control.

This starts with the very mystery
of the seed growing into a plant
but also includes things like the
right amount of rain and sun
coming. In a grow culture we are
not at the center of the story and
we know our actions are only one
part of a complex web to get
things done.

This parable has an
invitation for us. We do not need
to build God’s kingdom, rather
we are being invited to
participate in God’s kingdom
growing, but as the parable
reminds us, God will do most of
the work while we are asleep.
Our second parable this
morning invites us to see the
world upside down. Jesus
compares the kingdom of God to
a mustard seed that turns into
the greatest of shrubs.
Now, I hope you are getting
familiar with the idea that God’s

kingdom is like a very small seed
that is loaded with potential.
This small seed is a rapid
spreader that can easily take over
fields and part of what Jesus is
talking about is how God’s
kingdom often feels small but
actually it is brimming with
potential and power.
But there is a second
part of this. In Mark’s telling
of this parable Jesus
concludes that this will grow
into the “greatest of all
shrubs.” There is a laughable
quality to this. Jesus is
talking about this small thing
turning into the greatest of all
shrubs!
Think about how these
great shrubs compare to the
majestic cedar trees we often
read about in scripture or we
might think about how these
shrubs compare to sequoia or
redwood trees. This great
mustard shrub would look pitiful.
Yet this is what Jesus says
about God’s kingdom—it is small
but loaded with potential to
invade and disrupt and it will be
the greatest of shrubs.
These two strange parables
invite us to see the world
differently. We are invited to let
go of our own need to control
things and we are invited to see
the potential of that which is
small and not majestic.
Amen.

Creed, Prayers, and Communion Liturgy
HYMN OF THE DAY: “Spread Abroad, O Mighty
Word” (ELW #663) vv. 1 & 4
1: Spread, oh, spread, almighty Word,
spread the reign of God the Lord.
Send forth our Creator’s call,
Heaven’s gifts extend to all.
4 Lord of harvest, great and kind,
rouse to action heart and mind;

let the gathering nations all
see your light and heed your call.

Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. All
rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under OneLicence.net permit
#A-733643.

CREED
Confident in Christ’s resurrection, let us
proclaim our faith:
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🅲

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son,
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of
the Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
INTRODUCTION TO PRAYERS “Lord, Listen to
Your Children Praying” (ELW #752)
Lord, listen to your children praying,
Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying,
send us love, send us power, send us grace.

“Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying” by Ken Medema copyright ©
1973 Hope Publishing Co. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission
under OneLicence.net permit #A-733643

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Let us come before the triune God in prayer.
Holy God, you plant the seeds of faith in every
nation. Enliven your church, so that the good news
of your grace may root and grow throughout the
world. Lord, in your mercy,
🅲 hear our prayer.
Creator, even the trees, shrubs, and flowers
delight in your goodness. From the depths of the soil
to the highest mountain, bring forth new plants.
Restore growth to places suffering drought. Lord, in
your mercy,
🅲 hear our prayer.
Judge of nations, we pray for our leaders and
those in power. Grant them the ability to regard
those under their charge with humility, dedicating
their lives in service to others. Lord, in your mercy,
🅲 hear our prayer.
Divine comforter, you show compassion to
those in need and provide relief to those who call on
you. Bless all who suffer, especially people trapped
in cycles of poverty and homelessness. We also pray
for:
•
Mary Andrews (Welcome Center volunteer
from St. Anthony’s)
•
Dawn Bench (Welcome Center volunteer)
•
Doug Becker (Marlene Binninger’s son)
•
Jackie Brichacek (Nancy’s sister-in-law)
•
Jean Boothe (Grace soup kitchen supervisor)
4
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•
Hank Buehrens
•
Andrew Calvert
•
Pat Calvert
•
Barb Caputo
•
Holly Cummings
•
Eric Dangerfield (Carolyn Reynold’s
boyfriend)
•
Connie, mother of Welcome Center volunteer
Lynda Eirich
•
Gregory Foster
•
Steve Gapko
•
Shirleen Gulick
•
Aggie Hartnell (Bert Felland’s mother)
•
Sydney Houston
•
Jacqueline & David Kramer
•
David Kristopeit (Nancy’s brother-in-law)
•
Dorothy Keuffer
•
Dean O’Hanlon
•
Carolyn Reynold’s children Eddie, Santino,
and Lytosha
•
Cynthia Schwartz (Norma’s daughter)
•
Marcia Swanson
•
Joyce Swift
•
Linda Wadham
•
Florence and Jacqueline Walker (Carolyn’s
sisters)
•
Dottie Watts
•
Kristi Weiss (Rollie’s daughter);
Lord, in your mercy,
🅲 hear our prayer.
Sovereign God, this house of worship belongs
to you. We give thanks and pray for our church
musicians, especially Nancy and Hank. We dedicate
to you the joyful noise that comes from this place;
the cries of children, the melody of voice and
instruments, and the songs from our hearts. Lord, in
your mercy,
🅲 hear our prayer.
Eternal God, we give thanks for our ancestors
in the faith who are now at home with you,
especially Mike Swift. We look forward to that day
when we are reunited in your new creation. Lord, in
your mercy,
🅲 hear our prayer.
We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in
your abiding grace.
🅲 Amen.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.

🅲

And also with you.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

MEAL
OFFERING. “We Give Thee but Thine Own” (ELW
#686)
1 We give thee but thine own,
whate’er the gift may be;
all that we have is thine alone,
a trust, O Lord, from thee.
OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with
your very self, and called us to the feast of plenty.
Gather what has been sown among us, and
strengthen us in this meal. Make us to be what we
receive here, your body for the life of the world.
🅲 Amen.
DIALOGUE & PREFACE
The Lord be with you.

🅲

And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.

🅲

We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord
our God.
🅲 It is right to give our thanks
and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and
our joy, that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks and praise to
you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ; who
on this day overcame death and the
grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting
life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise
your name and join their unending hymn:
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 207)
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might:
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy God, our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer,
in the harmonious world of your creation, the plants
and animals, the seas and stars were whole and well
in your praise.

When sin had scarred the world, you sent your
Son to heal our ills and to form us again into one.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our
Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this
is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for
the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his acts of healing,
his body given up, and his victory over death, we
await that day when all the peoples of the earth will
come to the river to enjoy the tree of life. Send your
Spirit upon us and this meal: as grains scattered on
the hillside become one bread, so let your Church be
gathered from the ends of the earth, that all may be
fed with the Bread of life, your Son. Through him all
glory and honor is yours, Almighty
Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your
holy Church, both now and forever.
🅲 Amen
LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy
Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
🅲 Our Father, who art in
heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven:
Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Christ has set the table with more than enough
for all. Come!
COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 208)
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world
away;
you suffered death our lives to save: have mercy
now, we pray.
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world
away;
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mercy
now, we pray.
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O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world
away;
eternal peace with God you made: give us your
peace, we pray.
SONG: “Now We Join in Celebration” (ELW #462)
vv. 1 & 3
1: Now we join in celebration
at our Savior’s invitation,
dressed no more in spirit somber,
clothed instead in joy and wonder;
for the Lord of all existence,
putting off divine transcendence,
stoops again in love to meet us,
with his very life to feed us.
3:

Lord, we share in this communion,
As one family of God’s children,
reconciled through you, our brother,
one in you with God our Father.
Give us grace to live for others,
serving all, both friends and strangers,
seeking justice, love, and mercy
till you come in final glory.

Text © Joel W. Lundeen, admin. Augsburg Fortress Reprinted by
permission under OneLicence.net permit #A-733643.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from
your table more than we could ever ask. As you have
nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love
the world with your own life. In your name we pray.
🅲 Amen.

SENDING
BLESSING
The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds
us, and journeys with us, ☩ be upon you now and
forever.
🅲 Amen.
SENDING SONG “Awake, O Sleeper, Rise from
Death” (ELW #452) vv. 1 & 5
1: Awake, O sleeper, rise from death,
and Christ shall give you light;
so learn his love, its length and breadth,
its fullness, depth, and height.
5: For us Christ lived, for us he died,
and conquered in the strife.
Awake, arise, go forth in faith,
and Christ shall give you life.

Text © 1980 Augsburg Publishing House, admin.Augsburg Fortress.
Reprinted by permission under OneLicence.net permit #A-733643.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.

🅲

Thanks be to God!

Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg
Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission: annual permit
#SAS017083

Please Keep the Swift Family in Your Prayers
We are saddened to
report the death of Mike
Swift last Sunday. Pastor
Barker will lead a funeral
service for Mike Swift this
Tuesday, June 15 at

Draeger-Langendorf (22nd Avenue at Hwy. KR).
Visitation will be from 10:00 am to noon, with the
service starting at noon.
A luncheon will follow at Casa Capri, 2129
Birch Road, at 1:00 pm. Everyone at Grace is
invited.

Outdoor Worship, Pastor Appreciation Planned
Meet us all for an outdoor
worship service 9:30 am.
Sunday, July 18 at the Pennoyer
Park bandshell, 3601 Seventh
Avenue. You are encouraged to
bring chairs and parasols, and to
stay for a church picnic.
A special appreciation for
Pastor Jonathan Barker is
6
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planned to express the
community’s thanks for his

inspiration and leadership.
Toward that end, we are taking
up a collection to buy
Pastor Barker a suit.
Contributions can be
earmarked “Pastor
Appreciation.”

Summer Book Study Set
The next book study we will be reading
together is Climate Church, Climate World: How
People of Faith Must Work for Change by Jim

Antal. Please order a copy and start reading, and we
will have our book study sessions in July and August
(dates to be announced).

Lincoln Middle School Students Paint Garden of Eatin’ Mural
By Kenosha Unified School
District staff
In May, Lincoln Middle
School students partnered with
the Garden of Eatin’ and Spirit
Alive! Church to design and paint
a mural on the fence of a new
community garden. This
garden, located at 2011 57th
St., is intended to help
provide fresh produce to the
Grace Welcome Center to
feed those who are hungry
and homeless.
“Something I enjoy
about being out here today is
just bringing light to a part of
the community that deserves
such,” Lincoln student Aiden
Ortiz said. “It’s nice to bring
so much color into
everybody’s lives through art,
too.”
Spirit Alive! Lutheran
Church started working with
Grace serving breakfasts and
contributing to the food
pantry. “We noticed that if fresh
anything appeared in the food
pantry, the items were
immediately gone,” said Spirit
Alive! member Ann Livermore.
That inspired members to think
about ways to increase fresh
vegetables to the pantry and used
their connection to Garden of
Eatin’ founder Andy Berg and
collaborated efforts toward his
existing garden with the help of
Leif Peterson.
Grace’s Pastor Jonathan
Barker then took organizers on a
walking tour of the neighborhood
and shared how Grace Welcome
Center was inspired by a young
girl named Naomi, who lived

directly across the street from the
garden before she was tragically
killed in a car accident.
Naomi had a generous
heart and often gave food to
neighbors and helped feed those
in need. Following her death, her

Javarion Johnson had been a
part of, but he was happy to
participate. “It’s a new
experience, a very enjoyable, new
experience,” Johnson said. “I’ve
cleaned up outside before, but I
never painted anything for the

family hosted a block party to
feed those in need, which
inspired Grace to start the food
pantry and breakfast program.
The garden is dedicated to
Naomi and Dakari, the grandson
of one of the neighbors of Grace,
who was accidentally shot and
killed. Portraits of both children
are incorporated in the mural’s
design.
“The neighborhood needed
a safe, nurturing place where life
could be encouraged through
something healthy such as fresh
produce,” Livermore said. “Art
crosses many boundaries, and
perhaps this would be uplifting.”
The project was unlike
anything Lincoln student

community, and I really like art,
so it’s fun.”
Lincoln student Armani
Lovelace-Bran also enjoyed
bringing a splash of color to the
40' fence and being involved in
something that gave back. “I like
being a part of community
projects and when we can do
stuff for other people,” LovelaceBran said. “I also really like art
and being outside.”
Organizers hope to create a
connection of the garden to the
community and an
encouragement for them to
access fresh, healthy food while
honoring Naomi and Dakari.
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Thank You, Karen!
Please check out the
courtyard of our church! Karen
Kempinen has added a few
touches to make it into a
beautiful prayer garden. We
invite you to stop by, sit in the
rocking chair, look at the
beautiful flowers and the mobile,
and pray and meditate.

We are looking
for people who can
help Karen with
weeding our garden
spaces over the
summer. Please see
Karen or call the
church office 262654-9143.

Remembering the Emanuel Nine
On June 17, 2015, Clementa C. Pinckney,
Cynthia Marie Graham Hurd, Susie Jackson, Ethel
Lee Lance, DePayne Middleton-Doctor, Tywanza
Sanders, Daniel Lee Simmons, Sharonda ColemanSingleton, and Myra Thompson were murdered by a
self-professed white supremacist while they were
gathered for Bible study and prayer at the Emanuel
African Methodist Episcopal Church (often referred
to as Mother Emanuel) in Charleston, South
Carolina. Pastors Pinckney and Simmons were both
graduates of the Lutheran Theological Southern
Seminary.
A resolution to
commemorate June 17
as a day of repentance
for the martyrdom of the
Emanuel Nine was
adopted by the
Churchwide Assembly of
the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America on
August 8, 2019.
Congregations of the
ELCA are encouraged
reaffirm their
commitment to
repenting of the sins of
racism and white supremacy which continue to
plague this church, to venerate the martyrdom of
the Emanuel Nine, and to mark this day of penitence
with study and prayer.
The sin of racism hurts communities of color,
fractures human relationships, and denies God’s
good creation. Lament is a way for us to recognize
the harm caused by racism.
Nothing can separate us from the love of God
in Christ Jesus (Romans 8:35-39). God’s grace in
Christ frees us for the difficult work of recognizing
and lamenting racism.

We are all part of one body in Christ, called to
act with equity, fairness, and justice. God’s saving
love creates grace-filled spaces within us and within
our relationships. God’s saving love calls and leads
us toward rooting out the racism that continues to
infect the body.
May God continue to guide us as we seek
repentance, renewal, and racial justice and
reconciliation among God’s precious children.

Hours for Food Donations to
Welcome Center Pantry
Donations of dairy and fresh produce will now
only be accepted on Monday and Tuesday mornings
when the Welcome Center volunteers are here.
Packaged goods will still be accepted during
office hours, 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Tuesday
through Friday, but we cannot accept perishable
donations Wednesday through Saturday.

Grace Receipts: June 6, 2021
General offering ........................................ $ 1,801.00
Benevolence ................................................... $ 50.00
June bulletins ................................................ $ 40.00
Altar flowers ................................................... $ 20.00
Pastor appreciation ........................................ $ 20.00
Via Thrivent Choice ........................................ $ 19.00
Non-members, non-designated.................... $ 275.00
Amistad Cristiana building use ................... $ 800.00
NA building use ............................................. $ 40.00
Minus banking fees ........................................ $ (5.58)
Total ......................................................... $ 3,059.42
Grace weekly budget in 2021: $ 3,224.20
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Grace Lutheran Church
2006 60th Street
Kenosha, Wisconsin 53140-3893

https://www.GraceKenosha.com
Worship services in-person and livestreaming at www.facebook.com/GraceElcaKenosha/ 9:30 a.m. Sunday
Pastor Jonathan Barker: jonathan.w.barker17@gmail.com 626-864-6404
Church office: graceoffice@wi.rr.com ( 262-654-9143
Office hours: 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Tuesday through Friday

Pastor Kevin Beebe and Margie brought mustard greens from
the Garden of Eatin' for Grace Welcome Center this week, and
a drive-through family gave this card to volunteers Tuesday.
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