
 
May 2, 2021 

Gathering Liturgy for Fifth Sunday of Easter  
 
GREETING 
P   Alleluia! Christ the Lord is 
risen! 
🅲  He is risen indeed! 
Alleluia! 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
P   Blessed be the holy Trinity, 
☩ one God, who looks upon us in 
compassion, forgives our sin, and 
heals our lives. 
🅲 Amen 
P  Let us confess our sin in the 
presence of God and of one 
another. 
 Have mercy, O God, 
🅲 against you, you alone, 
we have sinned. In your 
compassion, cleanse us from 
our sin and take away our 
guilt. Create in us a new 
heart and give us a steadfast 
spirit. Do not cast us away, 
but fill us with your Holy 
Spirit and restore your joy 
within us. Amen. 
P   As tender as parent to child, 
so deep is God’s compassion for 
you. As high as heaven is above 
earth, so vast is God’s love for 
you. As far as east is from west, 
so far God removes your sin from 
you, renewing your life through 
Jesus Christ. Blessed be God who 
crowns us with mercy and love. 
🅲  Blessed be God forever. 

GATHERING SONG: “Jesus Christ 
Is Risen Today” (ELW #365) vv. 
1 & 4 

1   Jesus Christ is risen today; 
Alleluia! 

our triumphant holy day, 
Alleluia! 

who did once upon the cross, 
Alleluia! 

suffer to redeem our loss. 
Alleluia! 

4   Sing we to our God above, 
Alleluia! 

praise eternal as his love; 
Alleluia! 

praise him, all you heavenly 
host, Alleluia! 

Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
Alleluia! 

 
GREETING 
P   The grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
🅲  And also with you. 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 139) 
This is the feast of victory for our 

God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who 
was slain, 

whose blood set us free to be 
people of God. 

This is the feast of victory for our 
God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Power, riches, wisdom and 
strength, 

and honor, blessing, and glory 
are his. 

This is the feast of victory for our 
God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
Sing with all the people of God, 

and join in the hymn of all 
creation: 

Blessing, honor, glory, and 
might 

be to God and the Lamb forever. 
Amen. 

This is the feast of victory for our 
God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
For the Lamb who was slain has 

begun his reign. 
Alleluia. 

This is the feast of victory for our 
God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P   Let us pray.  
 O God, you give us your 
Son as the vine apart from whom 
we cannot live. Nourish our life 
in his resurrection, that we may 
bear the fruit of love and know 
the fullness of your joy, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 
🅲  Amen. 
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Readings for Fifth Sunday of Easter 
 
Acts 8:26–40 
 An angel of the Lord said to 
Philip, “Get up and go toward the 
south to the road that goes down 
from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is 
a wilderness road.) So he got up 
and went.  
 Now there was an 
Ethiopian eunuch, a court official 
of the Candace, queen of the 
Ethiopians, in charge of her 
entire treasury. He had come to 
Jerusalem to worship and was 
returning home; seated in his 
chariot, he was reading the 
prophet Isaiah.  
 Then the Spirit said to 
Philip, “Go over to this chariot 
and join it.”  
 So Philip ran up to it and 
heard him reading the prophet 
Isaiah. He asked, “Do you 
understand what you are 
reading?”  
 He replied, “How can I, 
unless someone guides me?” And 
he invited Philip to get in and sit 
beside him.  
 Now the passage of the 
scripture that he was reading was 
this:  
 “Like a sheep he was led to the 
slaughter, 
  and like a lamb silent before 
its shearer, 
   so he does not open his 
mouth. 
 In his humiliation justice was 
denied him. 
  Who can describe his 
generation? 
   For his life is taken away 
from the earth.” 
 The eunuch asked Philip, 
“About whom, may I ask you, 
does the prophet say this, about 
himself or about someone else?”  
 Then Philip began to speak, 
and starting with this scripture, 
he proclaimed to him the good 
news about Jesus.  

 As they were going along 
the road, they came to some 
water; and the eunuch said, 
“Look, here is water! What is to 
prevent me from being 
baptized?” He commanded the 
chariot to stop, and both of them, 
Philip and the eunuch, went 
down into the water, and Philip 
baptized him.  
 When they came up out of 
the water, the Spirit of the Lord 
snatched Philip away; the eunuch 
saw him no more, and went on 
his way rejoicing. But Philip 
found himself at Azotus, and as 
he was passing through the 
region, he proclaimed the good 
news to all the towns until he 
came to Caesarea. 
 
Psalm 22:25-31 
25 From you comes my praise in 

the great assembly; 
 I will perform my vows in the 

sight of those who fear the 
LORD. 

26The poor shall eat and be 
satisfied, 

 Let those who seek the 
LORD give praise! May 
your hearts live 
forever! 

27All the ends of the earth shall 
remember and turn to the 
LORD; 

 all the families of nations shall 
bow before God. 

28For dominion belongs to 
the LORD, 

 who rules over the 
nations.  

29Indeed, all who sleep in the 
earth shall bow down in 
worship; 

 all who go down to the dust, 
though they be dead, shall 
kneel before the LORD. 

30Their descendants shall 
serve the LORD, 

 whom they shall proclaim 
to generations to come. 

31They shall proclaim God’s 
deliverance to a people yet 
unborn, 

 saying to them, “The LORD has 
acted!” 

 
1 John 4:7–21 
 Beloved, let us love one 
another, because love is from 
God; everyone who loves is born 
of God and knows God. Whoever 
does not love does not know God, 
for God is love.  
 God’s love was revealed 
among us in this way: God sent 
his only Son into the world so 
that we might live through him. 
In this is love, not that we loved 
God but that he loved us and sent 
his Son to be the atoning sacrifice 
for our sins.  
 Beloved, since God loved us 
so much, we also ought to love 
one another. No one has ever 
seen God; if we love one another, 
God lives in us, and his love is 
perfected in us. 
 By this we know that we 
abide in him and he in us, 
because he has given us of his 
Spirit. And we have seen and do 
testify that the Father has sent 
his Son as the Savior of the 
world. God abides in those who 
confess that Jesus is the Son of 
God, and they abide in God.  
 So we have known and 
believe the love that God has for 
us.  
 God is love, and those who 
abide in love abide in God, and 
God abides in them. Love has 
been perfected among us in this: 
that we may have boldness on the 
day of judgment, because as he 
is, so are we in this world. There 
is no fear in love, but perfect love 
casts out fear; for fear has to do 
with punishment, and whoever 
fears has not reached perfection 
in love.  
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 We love because he first 
loved us. Those who say, “I love 
God,” and hate their brothers or 
sisters, are liars; for those who do 
not love a brother or sister whom 
they have seen, cannot love God 
whom they have not seen. The 
commandment we have from 
him is this: those who love God 
must love their brothers and 
sisters also. 
 
GOSPEL: John 15:1–8 
 Jesus said, “I am the true 
vine, and my Father is the vine 
grower. He removes every branch 
in me that bears no fruit. Every 
branch that bears fruit he prunes 
to make it bear more fruit. You 

have already been cleansed by 
the word that I have spoken to 
you.  
 “Abide in me as I abide in 
you. Just as the branch cannot 
bear fruit by itself unless it 

abides in the vine, neither can 
you unless you abide in me. I am 
the vine, you are the branches.  
 “Those who abide in me 
and I in them bear much fruit, 
because apart from me you can 
do nothing. Whoever does not 
abide in me is thrown away like a 
branch and withers; such 
branches are gathered, thrown 
into the fire, and burned.  
 “If you abide in me, and my 
words abide in you, ask for 
whatever you wish, and it will be 
done for you. My Father is 
glorified by this, that you bear 
much fruit and become my 
disciples.” 

Pastor Barker’s Sermon on 1 John 4:7–21 
 
 One of my favorite things to 
tell people is that, “I’m glad I 
serve at a church named Grace 
Lutheran and not Wrath 
Lutheran.”  Depending on who 
you ask, either the boldest or 
dumbest thing I’ve ever done is 
to say this on National Television 
to President Joe Biden when he 
messed up his cue and entered 
before the moderator was 
present.  As he profusely 
apologized I spouted my little 
saying reflexively. 
 But imagine if our church 
were named Wrath Lutheran.  If 
each week we came to worship 
and I preached God’s wrath and 
when people came looking for 
food or diapers I preached wrath 
against them.  Or if when 
someone messed up a cue I 
berated them.  It would be 
horrible! 
 Here at Grace we know the 
power of God’s unmerited love 
for us.  We know that God was 
willing to die on our behalf.  As 
we read last week, God is the 
Good Shepherd who is willing to 
lay down his life for his sheep. 
 But that raises a question.  
If God loves us no matter what 

why not do whatever we want—
no matter how wicked or 
detestable.  God will graciously 
forgive us after all. 
 In our reading from 1 John 
we read powerfully about what 
God is and also how we should be 
because of that. 
 We read this morning that 
“God is love.”   
 This is worth repeating—
”God is love”.  This is a 
wonderfully concise answer to 
one of the most challenging 
questions we have to answer—
”what is God?” 
 We often times think of 
God as “eternal” “all powerful” 
“all knowing” — but even more 
important and central to who 
God is is that God is love. 
 And this should be the 
frame in which we understand 
everything else about God.  If 
there is a Scripture verse, for 
instance in the book of Joshua, 
where God commands the people 
not only to commit genocide but 
biocide.  Genocide being the 
murder of a whole group of 
people and biocide being the 
murder of evey living thing 
including animals in an area.  

Then we have to at least question 
who this reconciles with God 
being love. 
 Now, this passage is about 
more than just God essence, but 
it is primarily about the 
command for us to love. 
 In verse 7 we read, 
“Beloved, let us love one another, 
because love is from God”.  This 
answer the question of where 
does love come from—it comes 
from God. 
 In the second part of verse 
7 we read, “everyone who loves is 
born of God and knows God”.  
It’s interesting how broad this 
passage is—everyone who loves is 
born of God and knows God.  
This links our faith identity to 
loving.  We belong to God simply 
if we do one thing—love.  No 
mention of belief, or doctrine or 
anything else. 
 Now, how does love fit with 
Grace?—we could say this is a 
law. 
 But in verse 11, we are 
corrected.  “Beloved, since God 
loved us so much, we also ought 
to love one another”. 
 This spells out exactly how 
God’s grace and the command to 
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love fit together.  Because God 
graciously loves us we are to love 
one another. 
 The early reformers used to 
demonstrate how this worked by 
using water.  They would take a 
cup and a pitcher.  They would 
start pouring water into the cup 
until it overflowed.  They would 

say that the water is God’s love 
and the natural thing that 
happens when we are filled by 
God’s love is for it to overflow 
and water the rest of the world. 
 At Grace I really think we 
live up to our name.  Not only are 
we grounded in God’s love for us 
but each week whether it be 

vaccines, food pantry, breakfast 
program, or our diaper program 
we respond to God’s love by 
pouring out love into our 
neighborhood. 
 Amen. 
 

Creed, Prayers, and Communion Liturgy 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: “Christ Is Alive! Let Christians 
Sing” (ELW #389) vv. 1 & 5 

1     Christ is alive! Let Christians sing. 
The cross stands empty to the sky. 

Let streets and homes with praises ring. 
Love, drowned in death, shall never die. 
5       Christ is alive, and comes to bring 

good news to this and every age, 
till earth and sky and ocean ring 

with joy, with justice, love, and praise. 
CREED 
P   Confident in Christ’s resurrection, let us 
proclaim our faith:  
🅲  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, 
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended 
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 
catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
INTRODUCTION TO PRAYERS “Lord, Listen to 
Your Children Praying” (ELW #752) 

Lord, listen to your children praying, 
Lord, send your Spirit in this place; 

Lord, listen to your children praying, 
send us love, send us power, send us grace. 

“Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying” by Ken Medema copyright © 
1973 Hope Publishing Co. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission 
under OneLicence.net permit #A-733643 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
P   Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the 
Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who 

promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 
 God of all fruitfulness, you abide in your 
church and your church abides in you. Cleanse us by 
your word and give yourself to the whole church on 
earth so that it bears fruit and witnesses to your 
love. Hear us, O God. 
🅲  Your mercy is great. 
P   You have created the heavens and the earth. As 
we wonder at the beauty of creation, may we seek 
vital connections among all that depends on the 
earth for life. Hear us, O God. 
🅲  Your mercy is great. 
P   You rule the nations with justice and love. Give 
the leaders of the earth assurance of your abiding 
presence, that they lead not by fear but with love for 
those they are called to serve. Hear us, O God. 
🅲 Your mercy is great. 
P   You have loved us so that we can love others. 
We pray for all in need of your love: those who are 
poor, lowly, outcast, weak, or fearful. Provide for the 
needs of all, especially:  
• Mary Andrews (Welcome Center volunteer 
from St. Anthony’s) 
• Dawn Bench (Welcome Center volunteer) 
• Doug Becker (Marlene Binninger’s son) 
• Jackie Brichacek (Nancy’s sister-in-law) 
• Jean Boothe (Grace soup kitchen supervisor) 
• Hank Buehrens 
• Andrew Calvert 
• Pat Calvert 
• Barb Caputo 
• Holly Cummings 
• Eric Dangerfield (Carolyn Reynold’s 
boyfriend)  
• Connie, mother of Welcome Center volunteer 
Lynda Eirich 
• Gregory Foster 
• Steve Gapko 
• Shirleen Gulick 
• Aggie Hartnell (Bert Felland’s mother) 
• Sydney Houston 
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• Jacqueline & David Kramer 
• David Kristopeit (Nancy’s brother-in-law) 
• Dorothy Keuffer 
• Dean O’Hanlon 
• Carolyn Reynold’s children Eddie, Santino, 
and Lytosha 
• Cynthia Schwartz (Norma’s daughter) 
• Marcia Swanson 
• Joyce Swift 
• Linda Wadham 
• Florence and Jacqueline Walker  (Carolyn’s 
sisters) 
• Dottie Watts  
• Kristi Weiss (Rollie’s daughter); 
Hear us, O God. 
🅲  Your mercy is great. 
P   You gather us with all the saints by the power 
of your Spirit (especially with Athanasius, Bishop of 
Alexandria and those we name before you). With 
them, may our hearts live forever 
in your keeping. Hear us, O God. 
🅲  Your mercy is great. 
P   In the hope of new life in 
Christ, we raise our prayers to you, 
trusting in your never-ending 
goodness and mercy; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
🅲  Amen. 
 
PEACE 
P   The peace of Christ be with 
you always. 
🅲  And also with you. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

MEAL 
 
OFFERING. “We Give Thee but Thine Own” (ELW 
#686) 

1 We give thee but thine own, 
whate’er the gift may be; 

all that we have is thine alone, 
a trust, O Lord, from thee. 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
P   Let us pray. 
 God of love, you call us beloved children and 
welcome us to your table. Receive our lives and the 
gifts we offer. Abide with us and send us in service 
to a suffering world; for the sake of your beloved 
Child, Jesus Christ. 
🅲  Amen. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING. SONG: “Awake, O 
Sleeper, Rise from Death” (ELW #452) vv. 1 & 5 

1    Awake, O sleeper, rise from death, 
and Christ shall give you light; 

so learn his love, its length and breadth, 
its fullness, depth, and height. 

5       For us Christ lived, for us he died, 
and conquered in the strife. 

Awake, arise, go forth in faith, 
and Christ shall give you life. 

“Awake, O Sleeper” by F. Bland Tucker, 1895–1984, copyright © 1980 
Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress. All rights 
reserved. Reprinted by permission under OneLicence.net permit #A-
733643 
 
DIALOGUE & PREFACE 
P   The Lord be with you. 
🅲  And also with you. 
P   Lift up your hearts. 

🅲  We lift them to the Lord. 
P   Let us give thanks to the 
Lord our God. 
🅲  It is right to give our 
thanks and praise. 
P   It is indeed right, our duty 
and our joy, that we should at all 
times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and 
merciful God, for the glorious 
resurrection of our Savior Jesus 
Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who 
gave himself to take away our sin; 
who in dying has destroyed death, 
and in rising has brought us to 
eternal life. 
 And so, with Mary 

Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the 
resurrection, with earth and sea and all their 
creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim 
and seraphim, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 144) 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might: 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P   Holy, living, and loving God, we praise you for 
creating the heavens and the earth. We bless you for 
bringing Noah and his family through the waters of 
the flood, for freeing your people Israel from the 
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bonds of slavery, and for sending your Son to be our 
Redeemer.  
 We give you thanks for Jesus who, living 
among us, healed the sick, fed the hungry, and with 
a love stronger than death, gave his life for others. 
 In the night in which he was betrayed, our 
Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this 
is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for 
the remembrance of me. 
 Remembering, therefore, his life, death, and 
glorious resurrection, we await your promised life 
for all this dying world. Breathe your Spirit on us 
and on this bread and cup: carry us in your arms 
from death to life, that we may live as your chosen 
ones, clothed in the 
righteousness of Christ. 
Through him all glory and 
honor is yours, Almighty 
Father, with the Holy Spirit, in 
your holy Church, both now 
and forever. 
🅲  Amen 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
P   Gathered into one by the 
Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus 
taught us.  
🅲  Our Father, who art 
in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven: 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P   The risen Christ invites us to this table. Come, 
eat and be satisfied. 
COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 146) 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
grant us peace. 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P   Let us pray. 
 Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s 
resurrection you send light to conquer darkness, 
water to give new life, and the bread of life to 
nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to 
your Son’s resurrection, that we may show your 
glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our 
risen Lord. 
🅲  Amen. 

SENDING 
 
BLESSING 

P   May our glorious God 
grant you a spirit of wisdom to 
know and to love the risen 
Lord Jesus. 
The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, 
and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever. 
🅲  Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG “O God of 
Love, O King of Peace” (ELW 
#749) vv. 1 & 4 

1   O God of love, O King of 
peace, 

make wars throughout the 
world to cease; 

our greed and sinful wrath restrain. 
Give peace, O God, give peace again. 

4    Where saints and angels dwell above  
 all hearts are knit in holy love; 
oh, bind us in that heavenly chain. 

Give peace, O God, give peace again. 
 
DISMISSAL 
P   Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
🅲  He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
P   Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
🅲  Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg 
Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission: annual permit 
#SAS017083 
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Congregational Meeting May 16 
 
 Grace Lutheran Church Council has called for 
a congregational meeting at 10:45 a.m. on Sunday, 
May 16 to vote on two items.  The first motion is to 
allow Grace Welcome Center to put a walk-in freezer 
next to the walk in refrigerator as well as present a 
beautification plan for how this will look nice 
(including moving the light fixture).  
 The second motion is to approve our synod’s 
model family leave policy, sabbatical 
policy, and hear council and pastor’s 
recommendation about how these two 
policies can fit together in his life over 
the next several years. 
 To join the Zoom Meeting on line, 
click at https://bit.ly/38Gkngn . the 
passcode is: 7WfefC . 
 We will post a link on our Facebook page and 
with the newsletter posts on our website. 
 You can also phone in at 646-876-9923. You 
will need to then enter the meeting ID and passcode. 
The meeting ID is 685 749 8173, and the passcode 
by phone is 834854. 

Walk-In Freezer Explanation 
 Grace Welcome Center continues to serve 
between 120-190 families each Tuesday.  This is a 
critical ministry for our community and manifests 
neighborly love very clearly.  As our church and our 
country re-opens this summer and fall Grace 
Welcome Center has a plan for how they can keep 
serving this many families while also emptying the 
dining room so it can once again be used for church 
and Grace Welcome Center meals.   

 The plan is to store all the pallets of food in the 
original pantry room; it will look like the dining 
room now, but be packed even tighter.  To do this all 
the freezers need to leave that room, so the request 
is to put a 10x10ft freezer right next to the walk in 
refrigerator.  This will return the Rainbow Room to 
a rectangle.  Grace Welcome Center is also going to 
speak to a beautification plan to make sure this is as 

aesthetically pleasing as possible. 
Family Leave and Sabbatical Leave 

Policy Explanation 
 Currently Grace Lutheran 
Church does not have a Family Leave 
or Sabbatical Policy.  Pastor’s family is 
hoping to grow by one in the years to 
come.  If Grace adopts our synod’s 

sabbatical policy, pastor would be eligible for a 
sabbatical starting July 2, 2022.  
 With the possibility that Family Leave would 
be needed near when Pastor would be eligible for a 
sabbatical it is the suggestion of Grace Council and 
Pastor that Grace grant pastor two months of family 
leave followed by one month of sabbatical upon the 
birth of a child.  This provides the best of both 
policies—both the opportunity to care and adjust to 
a new child and parenthood and also the spiritual, 
emotional, and intellectual renewal that comes from 
sabbatical time. 
 Please see last week’s Grace Notes for a fuller 
explanation of the proposed Family Leave and 
Sabbatical Policies. Copies are available at the 
church office and on line at gracekenosha.com. 

  

Vaccination Clinic Here May 4 
 
 Grace Welcome Center and 
the Kenosha Health Department 
plan one more vaccination clinic 
to protect against the coronavirus 

Tuesday afternoon, May 4 from 
2:00 to 5:00. 
 The Johnson & Johnson 
vaccine is approved for Kenosha 

residents over the age of 18. No 
appointment is necessary. 

 Grace Receipts: April 25, 2021 
 
General offering  ......................................... $ 1,140.00 
Benevolence .................................................. $ 178.00 
Easter .............................................................. $ 10.00 
Non-member, non-designated ..................... $ 120.00 
Minus banking fees ........................................ $ (2.50) 
Total  .......................................................... $ 1,445.50 
Grace weekly budget in 2021: $ 3,224.20 

 Notes: The weekly budget amount given here 
was calculated by taking the total expenses in the 
2021 budget, subtracting the Welcome Center salary 
expense (which is reimbursed by the Welcome 
Center) and dividing the result by 52. 
 Please remember you can contribute by mail, 
or electronically through the “Donations” link at 
GraceKenosha.com. 
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Thank You, Karen! 
 
 Laud to Karen Kempinen 
for weeding, donating mulch, 
and mulching our gardens.  

Karen, thank you for making our 
church look welcoming as we 
return to in-person worship!  If 

you haven't seen our cleaned up 
gardens please drive by for a 
look. 

 

Welcome Center Dedicates Walk-in Cooler 
 
 The official ribbon cutting ceremony for Grace 
Welcome Center’s new walk-in cooler will be this 
Wednesday, May 5. The event will include 
celebration of the Welcome Center’s fourth 
anniversary. 
 “The demand for food at our weekly pantry 
remains very strong,” Center Director Leif Peterson 
said. “Thanks to all those who support us in this 
effort whether through food donations, 
volunteerism, or financial support! We are indebted 
to you for helping us to continue this important 
ministry to our community.” 
 The Grace Welcome Center accepts donations 
of new clothing, especially adult underwear, t-shirts 

and socks. Some gently used items are also 
acceptable, namely adult jeans, athletic shoes, and 
bath towels. 
 Food and monetary donations are also 
welcome, and the Welcome Center always needs 
paper and plastic bags for guests to carry items 
home in. 
 Volunteers are here to receive donations 
Monday and Tuesday mornings and again Tuesday 
afternoon from 3:00 to 5:00; Paul in the church 
office can accept donations Tuesday through Friday 
from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 St. Philip & St. 
James 

 
 
 

2 
9:30 am Worship 

service 

3 4 
9:00 am-12:00 

Pantry packing 
2:00-4:30 pm 

COVID vaccine 
4:00-5:30 pm 

Food pantry 

5 Cinco de mayo 
11:00 am 

Dedication of 
GWC walk-in 
cooler 

11:30-3:00 pm 
Interrupters 

 

6 
8:00-9:15 am 

Welcome Center 
breakfast 

2:00-5:00 pm 
Infant Moses 

7 
8:00-9:15 am 

Welcome Center 
breakfast 

8 

9 Mothers’ Day 
9:30 am Worship 

service 

10 11 
9:00 am-12:00 

Pantry packing 
4:00-5:30 pm 

Food pantry 
 

12 
11:30-3:00 pm 

Interrupters 

13 Ascension of 
Our Lord 

8:00-9:15 am 
Welcome Center 
breakfast 

2:00-5:00 pm 
Infant Moses 

 

14 St. Matthias 
8:00-9:15 am 

Welcome Center 
breakfast 

15 

16 Shavuot 
9:30 am Worship 

service 
10:45 am 

Congregational 
meeting 

17 Syttende mai 18 
9:00 am-12:00 

Pantry packing 
4:00-5:30 pm 

Food pantry 
 

19 
11:30-3:00 pm 

Interrupters 

20 
8:00-9:15 am 

Welcome Center 
breakfast 

2:00-5:00 pm 
Infant Moses 

 

21 
8:00-9:15 am 

Welcome Center 
breakfast 

22 

23 Pentecost 
9:30 am Worship 

service 

24 Memorial Day 25 
9:00 am-12:00 

Pantry packing 
4:00-5:30 pm 

Food pantry 

26 
11:30-3:00 pm 

Interrupters 

27 
8:00-9:15 am 

Welcome Center 
breakfast 

2:00-5:00 pm 
Infant Moses 

 

28 
8:00-9:15 am 

Welcome Center 
breakfast 

29 

30 Trinity Sunday 
9:30 am Worship 

service 

31 June 1 
9:00 am-12:00 

Pantry packing 
4:00-5:30 pm Food 

pantry 

2 
11:30-3:00 pm 

Interrupters 
 

3 
8:00-9:15 am 

Welcome Center 
breakfast 

2:00-5:00 pm Infant 
Moses 

 

4 
8:00-9:15 am 

Welcome Center 
breakfast 

 

 

May Birthdays and Anniversaries 
 
Mya Childs, May 2 
Tricia & Robert Childs (3), May 2 
Dawn Houston, May 4 
David LaMere, May 5 
Debbie Cain, May 8 
Mary Sturino, May 11 
John & Adrenne Hix (53) May 11 
Shanaya Hamilton, May 17 

Brian Schneider, May 19 
Michael & Joyce Swift (38), 

May 21 
Zachery Caputo, May 22 
Marlene Binninger, May 23 
Frederick Bacher, May 24 
Evelyn Lawell, May 28 
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 Grace Lutheran Church 
2006 60th Street 
Kenosha, Wisconsin 53140-3893 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
https://www.GraceKenosha.com 
Worship services livestreamed at www.facebook.com/GraceElcaKenosha/ 
Pastor Jonathan Barker: jonathan.w.barker17@gmail.com 626-864-6404 
Church office: graceoffice@wi.rr.com 262-654-9143 
Office hours: 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Tuesday through Friday 
 

ELCA Outreach Center to Post Virtual Spring Benefit 
 
  The ELCA Outreach Center 
invites you to join them virtually 
this year for a special video 
presentation. 
 The ELCA Outreach Center 
2021 Virtual Spring Benefit will 
be at 6:30 p.m. this Thursday, 
May 6 on their website, 
elcaoutreachcenter.org. 
 The Center is so grateful for 
their many donors and 
supporters who have continued 
their support during the current 
pandemic. You have helped the 
Center continue its mission, but 
its needs continue to be great! 
 The Center has a wonderful 
building, but like any older 
building, it needs continuous 
maintenance; it needs new LED 
lighting this year. 
 They ask that you donate 
your $75 dinner reservation and, 

if possible, make an additional 
contribution to meet their 
lighting needs. With your help, 
they can 
make the 
Center a 
brighter 
place! 
 As a 
special gift to 
you, if you 
donate $150 
or more, you 
will receive a 
beautiful 
hanging 
basket from 
Anton’s 
Greenhouse. 
Your basket 
will be 
available for 
pickup on 

Thursday, May 20 from 4:00 to 
6:00 p.m. at the Center, 6218 
26th Avenue. 

Joe and Jill Falduto unload donations to the Welcome Center 
from the "Let's Be Better Humans" bus. Thank you, Jon Linton! 


