
 
April 18, 2021 

Gathering Liturgy for Third Sunday of Easter  
 
GREETING 
P   Alleluia! Christ the Lord is 
risen! 
🅲  He is risen indeed! 
Alleluia! 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
P   In the name of the Father, 
and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. 
🅲 Amen 
P   God of all mercy and 
consolation, come to the help of 
your people, turning us from our 
sin to live for you alone. Give us 
the power of your Holy Spirit 
that we may confess our sin, 
receive your forgiveness, and 
grow into the fullness of Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
🅲 Amen 
P  Let us confess our sin in the 
presence of God and of one 
another. 
 Most merciful God, 
🅲 we confess that we are 
captive to sin and cannot 
free ourselves. We have 
sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with 
our whole heart; we have 
not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of 

your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so 
that we may delight in your 
will and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy 
name. Amen. 
P   In the mercy of almighty 
God, Jesus Christ was given to 
die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a 
called and ordained minister of 
the church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to 
you the entire forgiveness of all 
your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit. 
🅲  Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG: “Jesus Christ 
Is Risen Today” (ELW #365) vv. 
1 & 4 

1 Jesus Christ is risen today, 
Alleluia! 

our triumphant holy day, 
Alleluia! 

who did once upon the cross, 
Alleluia! 

suffer to redeem our loss. 
Alleluia! 

4 Sing we to our God above, 
Alleluia! 

praise eternal as his love; 
Alleluia! 

praise him, all you heavenly 
host, Alleluia! 

Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
Alleluia! 

 
GREETING 
P   The grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
🅲  And also with you. 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 139) 
This is the feast of victory for our 

God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who 
was slain, 

whose blood set us free to be 
people of God. 

This is the feast of victory for our 
God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
Power, riches, wisdom and 

strength, 
and honor, blessing, and glory 

are his. 
This is the feast of victory for our 

God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Sing with all the people of God, 
and join in the hymn of all 

creation: 
Blessing, honor, glory, and 

might 
be to God and the Lamb forever. 

Amen. 



This is the feast of victory for our 
God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
For the Lamb who was slain has 

begun his reign. 
Alleluia. 

This is the feast of victory for our 
God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P   Let us pray.  
 Holy and righteous God, 
you are the author of life, and 
you adopt us to be your children. 
Fill us with your words of life, 
that we may live as witnesses to 

the resurrection of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 
🅲  Amen. 

Readings for Third Sunday of Easter 
 
Acts 3:12–19 
 Peter addressed the people, 
“You Israelites, why do you 
wonder at this, or why do you 
stare at us, as though by our own 
power or piety we had made him 
walk? 
 “The God of Abraham, the 
God of Isaac, and the God of 
Jacob, the God of our ancestors 
has glorified his servant Jesus, 
whom you handed over and 
rejected in the presence of Pilate, 
though he had decided to release 
him. But you rejected the Holy 
and Righteous One and asked to 
have a murderer given to you, 
and you killed the Author of life, 
whom God raised from the dead. 
To this we are witnesses.  
 “And by faith in his name, 
his name itself has made this 
man strong, whom you see and 
know; and the faith that is 
through Jesus has given him this 
perfect health in the presence of 
all of you. 
 “And now, friends, I know 
that you acted in ignorance, as 
did also your rulers. In this way 
God fulfilled what he had 
foretold through all the prophets, 
that his Messiah would suffer. 
Repent therefore, and turn to 
God so that your sins may be 
wiped out.” 
 
Psalm 4 
1Answer me when I call, O God, 

defender of my cause; 
  you set me free when I was 

in distress; have mercy on 
me and hear my prayer. 

2“You mortals, how long will 
you dishonor my glory; 
 how long will you love 
illusions and seek after 
lies?” 

3Know that the LORD does 
wonders for the faithful; 
 the LORD will hear me 
when I call. 

4Tremble, then, and do not 
sin; 
 speak to your heart in 
silence upon your bed.  

5Offer the appointed sacrifices, 
 and put your trust in the 
LORD. 

6Many are saying, “Who will 
show us any good?” 
 Let the light of your 
face shine upon us, O 
LORD. 

7You have put gladness in my 
heart, 
 more than when grain 
and wine abound. 

8In peace, I will lie down and 
sleep; 
 for you alone, O 
LORD, make me rest 
secure 

 
1 John 3:1–7 
 See what love the Father 
has given us, that we should be 
called children of God; and that 
is what we are. The reason the 
world does not know us is that it 
did not know him. Beloved, we 
are God’s children now; what we 
will be has not yet been revealed. 
What we do know is this: when 
he is revealed, we will be like 
him, for we will see him as he is. 

And all who have this hope in 
him purify themselves, just as he 
is pure. 
 Everyone who commits sin 
is guilty of lawlessness; sin is 
lawlessness. You know that he 
was revealed to take away sins, 
and in him there is no sin. No 
one who abides in him sins; no 
one who sins has either seen him 
or known him.  
 Little children, let no one 
deceive you. Everyone who does 
what is right is righteous, just as 
he is righteous. 
 

 
GOSPEL: Luke 24:36b–48 
 Jesus himself stood among 
the disciples and said to them, 
“Peace be with you.”  
 They were startled and 
terrified, and thought that they 
were seeing a ghost. He said to 
them, “Why are you frightened, 
and why do doubts arise in your 
hearts? Look at my hands and 
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my feet; see that it is I myself. 
Touch me and see; for a ghost 
does not have flesh and bones as 
you see that I have.”  
 And when he had said this, 
he showed them his hands and 
his feet.  
 While in their joy they were 
disbelieving and still wondering, 
he said to them, “Have you 
anything here to eat?”  

 They gave him a piece of 
broiled fish, and he took it and 
ate in their presence. 
 Then he said to them, 
“These are my words that I spoke 
to you while I was still with you—
that everything written about me 
in the law of Moses, the prophets, 
and the psalms must be fulfilled.” 
Then he opened their minds to 
understand the scriptures, and 

he said to them, “Thus it is 
written, that the Messiah is to 
suffer and to rise from the dead 
on the third day, and that 
repentance and forgiveness of 
sins is to be proclaimed in his 
name to all nations, beginning 
from Jerusalem. You are 
witnesses of these things.” 

Pastor Barker’s Sermon on Luke 24 
 
 What type of food does the 
resurrected Jesus eat?  Does he 
eat spiritual food? Does he eat 
translucent ghost food? Does he 
eat transfigured food that glows 
bright white? 
 No. 
 The resurrected Jesus eats 
broiled fish because he is hungry.  
And has bones and flesh and 
even wounds from his crucifixion 
still. 
 In this resurrection account 
we see the mixing of the heavenly 
and earthly.  The resurrected 
Jesus, the first fruit of the new 
creation, is hungry and needs to 
eat a fish—and there is every 
reason to assume his resurrected 
body digested the fish and 
excreted the fish. 
 This is a hard reality for our 
contemporary church to accept.  
For the last 120 years or so, 
American churches have tended 
to emphasize the divinity of 
Jesus and not his humanity.  
Both in his earthly ministry and 
in his resurrection many of us 
would be comfortable if Jesus 
acted more like a ghost or if 
Jesus floated and glowed as he 
did miracles. 
 But this is not what the 
scriptures teach or what churches 
taught for almost two millennia.  
As we read today, Jesus does not 
come back as a ghost.  Jesus 
comes back with wounds, with 
hunger and the ability to eat, and 
with flesh and bones.  He 

explicitly says that he is not a 
ghost in verse 39. 

 This vision of the 
resurrected Jesus inhabiting 
creation is also in line with our 
own hope for resurrection.  In 
Revelation 21, we read that the 
New Jerusalem and God will 
descend and dwell among us 
forever here on earth which has 
just been remade.  Again, we 
believe our final destination is 
not to be a spirit or transcendent 
ghost but we believe we will be 
bodily resurrected. 
 I am laboring this point 
because how we understand the 
resurrection deeply shapes how 
we live.  If we believe that 
ultimately we will be translucent 
spirits that live in heaven then we 
have very little ethical 
responsibility here on earth.  
Basically, our responsibility is to 
share about Jesus with as many 

people as we can so we can all 
escape earth. 
 But, if we believe in 
resurrection, both Jesus and 
ours, that there is a dynamic mix 
between the heavenly and the 
earthly then we must live 
differently here on earth. 
 The things of this earth are 
part of our eternal reality.  I want 
us to think about the fish that 
Jesus ate for a second.  That fish 
came out of a body of water here 
on earth.  In Jesus’s day that 
body of water was not polluted or 
contaminated, but if the 
resurrected Jesus had come back 
today, he’d have to be careful not 
to eat fish that was contaminated 
with lead. 
 In the mixing of the eternal 
reality of resurrection and 
earthly material we see all of a 
sudden that we must care for the 
stuff of this earth.  Our eternity 
plan is not a one way ticket off 
this planet but rather a 
resurrected life dwelling on it.  
Now certainly, we know that it 
will be a new earth, but God is 
not remaking it from scratch, just 
like Jesus’ body it will be both 
recognizable and unrecognizable, 
both having continuity with the 
original while also being 
transformed.  So this means we 
are invested in caring for the 
world around us. 
 I want us to close this 
morning thinking about 
communion.  This is another 
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perfect example of the mixing of 
eternal reality and earthly reality.  
Just think what communion 
would be like if we were only 
invested in the eternal reality—
we could literally do it without 
bread or wine or juice.  If it’s 
purely spiritual why the bread 
and wine and juice?   

 But no, at communion the 
heavenly and the earthly mix.  
The mystical body and blood of 
Jesus somehow in bread and 
wine—the stuff of this earth and 
truth be told the stuff of the soil. 
 If we believe in Jesus’ 
resurrection, in our resurrection 
on the last day, and that in bread 

and wine is Jesus’ body, then we 
realize that we are deeply 
invested in the way the heavenly 
already infuses our world and 
will more so on the last day. 
 Amen. 
 

Creed, Prayers, and Communion Liturgy 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: “Christ Is Alive! Let Christians 
Sing” (ELW #389) vv. 1 & 5 

1     Christ is alive! Let Christians sing. 
The cross stands empty to the sky. 

Let streets and homes with praises ring. 
Love, drowned in death, shall never die. 
5       Christ is alive, and comes to bring 

good news to this and every age, 
till earth and sky and ocean ring 

with joy, with justice, love, and praise. 
CREED 
P   Confident in Christ’s resurrection, let us 
proclaim our faith:  
🅲  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, 
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended 
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 
catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
INTRODUCTION TO PRAYERS “Lord, Listen to 
Your Children Praying” (ELW #752) 

Lord, listen to your children praying, 
Lord, send your Spirit in this place; 

Lord, listen to your children praying, 
send us love, send us power, send us grace. 

“Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying” by Ken Medema copyright © 
1973 Hope Publishing Co. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission 
under OneLicence.net permit #A-733643 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
P   Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the 
Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who 

promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 
 Living God, in the midst of Easter joy we are 
still filled with questions and wondering. Open our 
hearts and minds as we encounter the scriptures, so 
that the church embodies repentance and 
forgiveness in the name of Jesus to all nations. Hear 
us, O God. 
🅲  Your mercy is great. 
P   Creating God, like a master artist you have 
fashioned the universe out of your love and delight. 
Heal your creation where it is in need of restoration 
(local concerns for creation may be named). 
Provide all the inhabitants of earth a peaceful and 
sustainable home. Hear us, O God. 
🅲  Your mercy is great. 
P   God of all, the nations hunger and thirst for 
your righteousness. Many call on you for guidance 
and strength. Answer their hopes with the peace of 
Christ and give your lovingkindness to national, 
state, and local leaders of people. Hear us, O God. 
🅲 Your mercy is great. 
P   Healing God, you hear the cries of those in 
need and answer them in their distress. Grant to 
those who are sick and suffering your compassion 
and nurse them back to health and wholeness, 
especially:  
• Mary Andrews (Welcome Center volunteer 
from St. Anthony’s) 
• Dawn Bench (Welcome Center volunteer) 
• Doug Becker (Marlene Binninger’s son) 
• Jackie Brichacek (Nancy’s sister-in-law) 
• Jean Boothe (Grace soup kitchen supervisor) 
• Hank Buehrens 
• Andrew Calvert 
• Pat Calvert 
• Barb Caputo 
• Holly Cummings 
• Eric Dangerfield (Carolyn Reynold’s 
boyfriend)  
• Connie, mother of Welcome Center volunteer 
Lynda Eirich 
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• Gregory Foster 
• Steve Gapko 
• Shirleen Gulick 
• Aggie Hartnell (Bert Felland’s mother) 
• Sydney Houston 
• Jacqueline & David Kramer 
• David Kristopeit (Nancy’s brother-in-law) 
• Dorothy Keuffer 
• Dean O’Hanlon 
• Carolyn Reynold’s children Eddie, Santino, 
and Lytosha 
• Cynthia Schwartz (Norma’s daughter) 
• Marcia Swanson 
• Joyce Swift 
• Linda Wadham 
• Florence and Jacqueline Walker  (Carolyn’s 
sisters) 
• Dottie Watts  
• Kristi Weiss (Rollie’s daughter); 
Be close to the hearts of the lonely. Hear us, O God. 
🅲  Your mercy is great. 
P   Loving Parent, you have given us such love 
that we should be called the children of God. Reveal 
yourself to us so that we in this community of faith 
will become more and more like you in our mutual 
love and bold witness. Hear us, O God. 
🅲  Your mercy is great. 
P   God of all times and ages, those who have died 
in you now see you as you are. We thank you for 
their lives among us (especially). Assure us of the 
peace you have promised, that we may join them in 
everlasting life. Hear us, O God. 
🅲  Your mercy is great. 
P   In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our 
prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending 
goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
🅲  Amen. 
 
PEACE 
P   The peace of Christ be with you always. 
🅲  And also with you. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

MEAL 
 
OFFERING. “We Give Thee but Thine Own” (ELW 
#686) 

1 We give thee but thine own, 
whate’er the gift may be; 

all that we have is thine alone, 
a trust, O Lord, from thee. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 
P   Let us pray. 
 God of love, you call us beloved children and 
welcome us to your table. Receive our lives and the 
gifts we offer. Abide with us and send us in service 
to a suffering world; for the sake of your beloved 
Child, Jesus Christ. 
🅲  Amen. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING. SONG: “This Joyful 
Eastertide” (ELW #391) vv. 1 & 3 

1 This joyful Eastertide, 
away with sin and sorrow! 

My love, the Crucified, 
has sprung to life this morrow. 

Refrain: Had Christ, who once was slain, 
not burst his three-day prison, 

our faith had been in vain. 
But now has Christ arisen, 

arisen, arisen, arisen. 
3       Death’s flood has lost its chill 

since Jesus crossed the river. 
Lover of souls, from ill 

my passing soul deliver. Refrain 
 
DIALOGUE & PREFACE 
P   The Lord be with you. 
🅲  And also with you. 
P   Lift up your hearts. 
🅲  We lift them to the Lord. 
P   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
🅲  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P   It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we 
should at all times and in all places give thanks and 
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the 
glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the 
true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away 
our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in 
rising has brought us to eternal life. 
 And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and 
all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and 
sea and all their creatures, and with angels and 
archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 144) 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might: 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P   Holy, living, and loving God, we praise you for 
creating the heavens and the earth. We bless you for 
bringing Noah and his family through the waters of 
the flood, for freeing your people Israel from the 
bonds of slavery, and for sending your Son to be our 
Redeemer.  
 We give you thanks for Jesus who, living 
among us, healed the sick, fed the hungry, and with 
a love stronger than death, gave his life for others. 
 In the night in which he was betrayed, our 
Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this 
is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for 
the remembrance of me. 
 Remembering, therefore, his life, death, and 
glorious resurrection, we await your promised life 
for all this dying world. Breathe your Spirit on us 
and on this bread and cup: carry us in your arms 
from death to life, that we may live as your chosen 
ones, clothed in the righteousness of Christ. 
Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty 
Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. 
🅲  Amen 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
P   Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us 
pray as Jesus taught us.  
🅲  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed 
be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven: 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P   The risen Christ invites us to this table. Come, 
eat and be satisfied. 
COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 146) 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

grant us peace. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P   Let us pray. 
 Living God, as the disciples ate and drank with 
their risen Lord, we have been nourished with the 
very presence of Christ. Through this meal may we 
be strengthened to keep your word and to proclaim 
the power of your love in Jesus Christ our Savior. 
🅲  Amen. 

NOISY OFFERING 

SENDING 
 
BLESSING 
P   May our glorious God grant you a spirit of 
wisdom to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. 
The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever. 
🅲  Amen. 
SENDING SONG “Alleluia! Sing to Jesus” (ELW 
#392) vv. 1 & 5 

1   Sent forth by God’s blessing, 
his the scepter, his the throne; 

Alleluia! his the triumph, 
his the victory alone. 

Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion 
thunder like a mighty flood: 

“Jesus out of every nation 
has redeemed us by his blood.” 

5  Alleluia! Sing to Jesus;  
 his the scepter, his the throne; 

Alleluia! his the triumph, 
his the victory alone. 

Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion 
thunder like a mighty flood: 

“Jesus out of every nation 
has redeemed us by his blood.” 

 
DISMISSAL 
P   Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
🅲  He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
P   Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
🅲  Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg 
Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission: annual permit 
#SAS017083 
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Vaccination Clinics Here Are on Hold 
 
 Because the Health 
Department has put a 
hold on giving out the 
Johnson and Johnson 
vaccine, we have 
temporarily suspended 
the vaccine clinic at 
Grace Lutheran Church 
until further notice. 

Nationally, there have been a very small number of 

cases of persons suffering blood clots shortly after 
receiving the Johnson and Johnson vaccine, and 
health authorities have acted with an abundance of 
caution to determine whether or not there is a causal 
relationship involved. 
 Please follow reputable news reports on this 
story. Once the Johnson & Johnson vaccine is again 
cleared for distribution, we expect to reopen our 
vaccine clinic, Tuesday afternoons from 2:00 to 
5:00. 

 ELCA Outreach Center to Post Virtual Spring Benefit 
 
 Once again circumstance 
dictates that friends of the ELCA 
Outreach Center will not be able 
to come together to share a 
meal, fellowship, and fun. The 
ELCA Outreach Center invites 
you to join them virtually this 
year for a special video 
presentation. 
 The ELCA Outreach 
Center 2021 Virtual Spring 
Benefit will be at 6:30 p.m. 
Thursday, May 6 on their 
website, elcaoutreachcenter.org. 
 The Center is so grateful 
for their many donors and 
supporters who have continued 
their support during the current 
pandemic. You have helped the 
Center continue its mission, but 
its needs continue to be great! 
 The Center has a wonderful 
building, but like any older 
building, it needs continuous 

maintenance; it needs new LED 
lighting this year. 
 They ask that you donate 

your $75 dinner reservation and, 
if possible, make an additional 
contribution to meet their 
lighting needs. With your help, 
they can make the Center a 
brighter place! 
 As a special gift to you, if 
you donate $150 or more, you 
will receive a beautiful hanging 
basket from Anton’s Greenhouse. 

Your basket will be available for 
pickup on Thursday, May 20 
from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. at the 

Center, 6218 26th 
Avenue. 
 The Spring 
Benefit is the Center’s 
largest fund raiser of 
the year. Our 
community depends on 
the Center and the 
Center depends on us 
more than ever. 
 Thank you for 
supporting the Center’s 

mission! Sharing God’s love by 
addressing the needs of children, 
youth, and adults through 
programs and services that 
encourage them to become self-
sufficient, caring and 
participating members of the 
community.

 

Grace Receipts: April 11, 2021 
 
General offering  ........................................... $ 769.06 
Benevolence .................................................... $ 14.00 
Infant Moses ministry .................................... $ 10.00 
Welcome Center/food pantry ........................ $ 10.00 
Non-member, non-designated ..................... $ 100.00 
NA building use .............................................. $ 40.00 
Parking lot use  ............................................... $ 40.00 
Minus banking fees ...................................... $ (13.80) 
Total  ............................................................. $ 996.26 

Grace weekly budget in 2021: $ 3,224.20 
 Notes: The weekly budget amount given here 
was calculated by taking the total expenses in the 
2021 budget, subtracting the Welcome Center salary 
expense (which is reimbursed by the Welcome 
Center) and dividing the result by 52. 
 Please remember you can contribute by mail, 
or electronically through the “Donations” link at 
GraceKenosha.com. 
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Welcome Center Can Accept Some Clothing Donations 
 
 The Grace Welcome Center accepts 
donations of new clothing, especially adult 
underwear, t-shirts and socks. Some gently 
used items are also acceptable, namely adult 
jeans, athletic shoes, and bath towels. 
 Food and monetary donations are also 
welcome, and the Welcome Center always needs 

paper and plastic bags for guests to carry 
items home in. 
 Volunteers are here to receive 
donations Monday and Tuesday mornings 
and again Tuesday afternoon from 3:00 to 

5:00; Paul in the church office can accept donations 
Tuesday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Earth Day Message from Bishop Eaton 

 O LORD, how manifold are 
your works! In wisdom you have 
made them all; the earth is full of 
your creatures.  
—Psalm 104:24 
  
 Throughout Scripture, God 
promises to restore God’s people 
to health and wholeness, a 
promise that includes the 
renewal of all creation. This 
promise is depicted 
dramatically in the 
final pages of the book 
of Revelation as a 
grand vision of a new 
heaven and a new 
earth. The earth and its 
inhabitants are weary 
and uncertain, battered 
by plagues and death, 
wars and destruction.  
 But God is still 
there, persistent and 
faithful. At the last, God reveals a 
renewed heaven and an earth 
permeated by the presence of 
God, transformed from pain to 
be a place of healing and 
wholeness for all things.  
 The 2021 Earth Day theme, 
“Restore Our Earth,” reminds us 
of this vision and the holy work 
God entrusts to us — of seeking 
the well-being of creation as 
inseparable from the wholeness 
of humankind.   
 In the past year the world 
received a jolt from its collision 
with the COVID-19 pandemic, 
which laid bare persistent racial 
disparities in health care access 

and outcomes in our nation. The 
U.S. Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) noted the 
disproportionate impact 
(increased hospitalizations and 
deaths) of the pandemic on some 
racial and ethnic minority 
groups. The CDC found that 
"inequities in the social 
determinants of health, such as 
poverty and healthcare access, 

affecting these 
groups are 
interrelated and 
influence a wide 
range of health 
and quality-of-
life outcomes 
and risks."   
 The racial 
reckonings of 
2020 illuminate 
how the legacies 
of slavery, the 

Doctrine of Discovery and 
colonization continue to 
diminish life for people and 
creation. The glaring inequities 
exposed through the pandemic 
are being intensified by the 
global impacts of climate change.  
 The final 2020 update of 
the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration’s 
(NOAA) National Centers for 
Environmental Information 
(NCEI) found last year to be one 
of historical extremes. There 
were 22 separate billion-dollar 
weather and climate disasters 
across the United States, which 
shattered the previous annual 

record of 16 events in 2011 and 
2017. All these disasters 
disproportionately affected 
people of color and the most 
vulnerable populations. We are 
one people and one earth in need 
of restoration. 
 Repenting the sin of racism 
and repenting our destruction of 
creation should happen together. 
Because God gave humans the 
vocation to be stewards of the 
earth, we proclaim that, for 
Christians, care of the earth is 
not an “environmental cause.” 
Instead, it is central to our holy 
calling to treasure the earth and 
care for it as our home, fully 
integrating creation care into our 
love of God, neighbor and all in 
the environment. 
 Recalling the good earth 
and our call to be stewards of 
creation in hope and faith, we 
know our recovery from the pall 
of 2020 will, in many ways, be a 
transition to a new way of life.   
 Dear church, we can “testify 
to the good news of God’s grace” 
(Acts 20:24), which empowers us 
to move forward. We know that 
healing is possible — for the 
planet and for our communities. 
We are not too late. The time is 
now. 
 To us, God is calling; 
through us, God wants to work a 
miracle; through our finite and 
inadequate efforts, God can and 
will bring about “a new heaven 
and a new earth.” 

Ê Please turn to page 10
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 God provides us with 
diverse gifts as protectors and 
guardians of creation. We affirm, 
therefore, the many stewards of 
the land who have been and are 
conserving the good earth that 
the Lord has given us.   
 As stewards of creation, we 
have many ways to lovingly serve 
the earth:   
• Explore and use ELCA Care for 
Creation resources, including 
video, study and action guides 
with information about the 
Creation Care Ambassadors 
initiative.   
• Read the Lutherans Restoring 
Creation story “5 Ways to 
Celebrate Earth Day as Church 
Together but Apart.” 

• Accept the ELCA Young Adults 
“No Plastics for Lent” challenge 
this Easter season.   
• Participate in a local cleanup 
(with appropriate distancing) if 
permitted by local authorities, or 
participate in the Earth 
Challenge 2020 citizen scientist 
initiative, focused on plastic 
pollution and clean air.   
• Join with the ELCA’s 
ecumenical partner Creation 
Justice Ministries in advocacy, 
education and prayer.  
•  Participate in “Faith and 
Frontline Call to Action: Good 
Trouble for Justice” on April 19, 
an ELCA-sponsored consultation 
focusing on climate migration, 
food security and just transition. 
This event brings together people 
of faith at this watershed 
moment and calls for the 
inclusion of the voices, ideas and 
expertise of the front line and 
faith communities alongside 

career politicians and others to 
address and implement climate 
solutions. 
 Envisioning a world that is 
just, sustainable and resilient, 
we, as Lutherans, heed God’s call 
and take concrete steps to repair 
inequities and wealth divides 
locally, nationally and globally. A 
framework built on hope and 
connecting climate to economic 
and racial justice is essential to 
our reimagining of communities 
as resilient and inclusive, void of 
poverty and leaving no one 
behind.  
 In Christ, 

 
The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton, 
Presiding Bishop of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America 
 


