
 
April 11, 2021 

Gathering Liturgy for Second Sunday of Easter  
 
GREETING 
P   Alleluia! Christ the Lord is 
risen! 
🅲  He is risen indeed! 
Alleluia! 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
P   Blessed be the Holy Trinity, 
☩ one God, who forgives all our 
sin, whose mercy endures 
forever. 
🅲 Amen 
P   God of all mercy and 
consolation, come to the help of 
your people, turning us from our 
sin to live for you alone. Give us 
the power of your Holy Spirit 
that we may confess our sin, 
receive your forgiveness, and 
grow into the fullness of Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
🅲 Amen 
P  Let us confess our sin in the 
presence of God and of one 
another. 
 Most merciful God, 
🅲 we confess that we are 
captive to sin and cannot 
free ourselves. We have 
sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with 
our whole heart; we have 
not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. For the sake of 
your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so 
that we may delight in your 
will and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy 
name. Amen. 
P   In the mercy of almighty 
God, Jesus Christ was given to 
die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a 
called and ordained minister of 
the church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to 
you the entire forgiveness of all 
your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the  ☩ Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit. 
🅲  Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG: “Christ Is 
Risen! Shout Hosanna” (ELW 
#383) vv. 1 & 3 
1 Christ is risen! Shout Hosanna! 

Celebrate this day of days! 
Christ is risen! Hush in wonder: 

all creation is amazed. 
In the desert all surrounding, 

see, a spreading tree has grown. 
Healing leaves of grace 

abounding 
bring a taste of love unknown. 

4 Christ is risen! Earth and 
heaven 

nevermore shall be the same. 
Break the bread of new creation 

where the world is still in pain. 
Tell its grim, demonic chorus: 
“Christ is risen! Get you gone!” 

God the First and Last is with us. 
Sing Hosanna, everyone! 

Text © 1986 Hope Publishing Company, 
Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. 
Used by permission. OneLicense.net permit 
#A-733643 
 
GREETING 
P   The grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
🅲  And also with you. 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 139) 
This is the feast of victory for our 

God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who 
was slain, 

whose blood set us free to be 
people of God. 

This is the feast of victory for our 
God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
Power, riches, wisdom and 

strength, 
and honor, blessing, and glory 

are his. 
This is the feast of victory for our 

God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Sing with all the people of God, 
and join in the hymn of all 

creation: 



Blessing, honor, glory, and 
might 

be to God and the Lamb forever. 
Amen. 

This is the feast of victory for our 
God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
For the Lamb who was slain has 

begun his reign. 
Alleluia. 

This is the feast of victory for our 
God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P   Let us pray.  
 Almighty God, with joy we 
celebrate the day of our Lord’s 
resurrection. By the grace of 

Christ among us, enable us to 
show the power of the 
resurrection in all that we say 
and do, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
🅲  Amen. 

Readings for Second Sunday of Easter 
 
Acts 4:32–35 
 Now the whole group of 
those who believed were of one 
heart and soul, and no one 
claimed private ownership of any 
possessions, but everything they 
owned was held in common. 
With great power the apostles 
gave their testimony to the 
resurrection of the Lord Jesus, 
and great grace was upon them 
all.  
 There was not a needy 
person among them, for as many 
as owned lands or houses sold 
them and brought the proceeds 
of what was sold. They laid it at 
the apostles’ feet, and it was 
distributed to each as any had 
need. 
 
Psalm 133 
1How good and how pleasant it 

is, 
 when kindred live together in 

unity! 
2It is like fine oil upon the 

head, flowing down 
upon the beard, 

 upon the beard of Aaron, 
flowing down upon the 
collar of his robe. 

3It is like the dew of Hermon 
flowing down upon the hills 
of Zion. 

 For there the LORD has 
commanded the blessing: 
life forevermore. 

 
1 John 1:1—2:2 
 We declare to you what was 
from the beginning, what we 

have heard, what we have seen 
with our eyes, what we have 
looked at and touched with our 
hands, concerning the word of 
life—this life was revealed, and 
we have seen it and testify to it, 
and declare to you the eternal life 
that was with the Father and was 
revealed to us—we declare to you 
what we have seen and heard so 
that you also may have fellowship 
with us; and truly our fellowship 
is with the Father and with his 
Son Jesus Christ. We are writing 
these things so that our joy may 
be complete. 
 This is the message we have 
heard from him and proclaim to 
you, that God is light and in him 
there is no darkness at all. If we 
say that we have fellowship with 
him while we are walking in 
darkness, we lie and do not do 
what is true; but if we walk in the 
light as he himself is in the light, 
we have fellowship with one 
another, and the blood of Jesus 
his Son cleanses us from all sin.  
 If we say that we have no 
sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us. If we confess 
our sins, he who is faithful and 
just will forgive us our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteous-
ness. If we say that we have not 
sinned, we make him a liar, and 
his word is not in us. 
 2:1My little children, I am 
writing these things to you so 
that you may not sin. But if 
anyone does sin, we have an 
advocate with the Father, Jesus 

Christ the righteous; and he is 
the atoning sacrifice for our sins, 
and not for ours only but also for 
the sins of the whole world. 
 

 
GOSPEL: John 20:19–31 
 When it was evening on 
that day, the first day of the 
week, and the doors of the house 
where the disciples had met were 
locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus 
came and stood among them and 
said, “Peace be with you.”  
 After he said this, he 
showed them his hands and his 
side. Then the disciples rejoiced 
when they saw the Lord.  
 Jesus said to them again, 
“Peace be with you. As the Father 
has sent me, so I send you.” 
When he had said this, he 
breathed on them and said to 
them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If 
you forgive the sins of any, they 
are forgiven them; if you retain 
the sins of any, they are 
retained.” 
 But Thomas (who was 
called the Twin), one of the 
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twelve, was not with them when 
Jesus came. So the other 
disciples told him, “We have seen 
the Lord.”  
 But he said to them, 
“Unless I see the mark of the 
nails in his hands, and put my 
finger in the mark of the nails 
and my hand in his side, I will 
not believe.” 
 A week later his disciples 
were again in the house, and 
Thomas was with them. Although 

the doors were shut, Jesus came 
and stood among them and said, 
“Peace be with you.”  
 Then he said to Thomas, 
“Put your finger here and see my 
hands. Reach out your hand and 
put it in my side. Do not doubt 
but believe.”  
 Thomas answered him, “My 
Lord and my God!”  
 Jesus said to him, “Have 
you believed because you have 
seen me? Blessed are those who 

have not seen and yet have come 
to believe.” 
 Now Jesus did many other 
signs in the presence of his 
disciples, which are not written 
in this book. But these are 
written so that you may come to 
believe that Jesus is the Messiah, 
the Son of God, and that through 
believing you may have life in his 
name. 

Pastor Barker’s Sermon on Acts 4:32–35 
 
 One thing that continues to 
amaze me about us Lutherans is 
our ability to put on a good 
church potluck!  In fact, this is 
one of the things I have most 
missed during the pandemic. 
 I am always especially 
amazed at the dessert tables.  We 
will have our long wooden tables 
—tables in the plural—set up and 
they will be filled with desserts.  
And they all look like they were 
done by professional bakers.  It is 
truly AMAZING!  Most desserts 
aren’t vegan, and just thinking 
about the dessert tables at our 
church makes me hungry! 
 The dessert table is a 
powerful example of what 
happens when people come 
together and work on a shared 
common mission.  The sum of 
the whole is much greater than 
the sum of the parts. 
 In our first reading today 
we read about the powerful work 
going on in the early church that 
lived with the reality of the empty 
tomb.  Last week we ended with 
the women outside the tomb 
terrified and amazed.   
 This week we see the early 
church coming together to do 
AMAZING things!  
 We read in Acts 4:32 that 
“the whole group of those who 
believed were of one heart and 
soul.”  I love this passage.  These 
first followers gathered together 

because of the resurrection of 
Jesus, living in the reality of the 
empty tomb, have a shared and 
united purpose.   
 This is a powerful call to 
have a shared purpose and 
shared beliefs.  With the example 
of the dessert table we see how 
powerful we can be if we have a 
shared direction. 

 I recently read Steven 
Covey’s 7 Habits of Highly 
Effective People, and he writes 
extensively in that best-selling 
book about what is possible when 
people have the same purpose 
and mission—rather humorously, 
he describes his own family living 
room that has his family’s 
mission statement framed on the 
wall—and that twice a year they 
had a family meeting to make 
amendments to it as a family.  
Imagine doing that as a family—
having an agreed upon mission 
statement that you had written 

together and being of one accord 
about living it out. 
 This passage, and Steven’s 
book, have me wondering about 
shared mission and purpose here 
at Grace.  My sense is that in so 
many ways we are united in 
common cause around beautiful 
worship and service to our 
neighbors—but what would be 
possible if we were even more 
unified?  That’s an open question 
for all of us to ponder. 
 Verse 32 goes on to say that 
“no one claimed private 
ownership of any possessions, 
but everything that owned was 
held in common”.   
 The unity and resurrection 
reality they are living in had led 
them to be incredibly unified.  
Seeing what the early Jerusalem 
Church did and how they lived 
has always been a powerful 
witness to the truth of Jesus’s 
resurrection.  If the tomb wasn’t 
empty why give up private 
ownership of everything? 
 These first followers are so 
unified in their purpose they 
even are living communally and 
sharing everything—it’s an 
amazing passage.  And certainly 
part of what is going on in this 
passage is they are living out the 
jubilee ethic found in Leviticus 
25 that Jesus quotes in his 
opening sermon around his own 
mission: “to proclaim the year of 
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the jubilee”.  On this year all debt 
was forgiven and everyone 
returned to their own familial 
land. 
 This life of shared mission 
and shared possession leads the 
first followers of Jesus to do two 
things. 
 First, the apostles were able 
to give “give their testimony to 
the resurrection of the Lord 
Jesus” with “great power.” 
 This bold sharing and unity 
enabled for a powerful testimony 
to be given.  And this makes 
sense —the apostles aren’t trying 
to manage conflict and 
disagreements because everyone 
is unified and because everyone 
is sharing they aren’t worried 
about the resources they need. 
 Second, because everyone 
is unified they are able to 
accomplish this amazing 
outcome that “there was not a 
needy person among them”.   
 This is an unbelievable 
statement! There wasn’t a single 

needy person among them.  This 
is one of those unprecedented 
moments in human history.  
Again, fueled by unity and 
sharing of possessions, and living 
in reality of the resurrection, the 
first followers of Jesus live in 
such a way where there is no 
poverty among themselves. 
 What a testimony to Jesus’s 
powerful resurrection!  What a 
powerful witness about how 
powerful a unified church can be! 
 All of this makes me think 
of Grace’s weekly jubilee 
moment.  We don’t quite get to 
the point on Tuesdays where 
there isn’t a needy person 
amongst us.  But, the unity and 
the generosity I see each Tuesday 
is truly humbling.  I think it gives 
us a little taste of what this early 
church was like.  People boldly 
coming together around a shared 
mission. 
 This morning I want to 
close with a challenge.  I want to 
challenge all of us to think about 

things we participate in.  Are they 
activities that take place with a 
sense of shared purpose and 
shared love? Do you feel like you 
have a shared purpose when you 
participate?  If the answer is no 
to these questions I want to 
challenge you to find activities 
and groups that are unified in 
purpose. 
 Joining us on a Tuesday, 
Thursday for Infant Moses, or 
Thursday/Friday for breakfast 
could be a great place to start if 
you are not sure where to find a 
group with a unity of purpose.  
Because just like the dessert 
tables when we come together at 
Grace for meals, just like Grace 
Welcome Center Pantry, just like 
the early church, I know that 
when we come together with a 
shared purpose with those 
around us we can accomplish far 
more than we can as individuals. 
 Amen. 

Creed, Prayers, and Communion Liturgy 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: “Hallelujah! Jesus Lives” (ELW 
#380) vv. 1 & 5 

1     Hallelujah! Jesus lives! 
He is now the Living One; 

from the gloomy halls of death 
Christ, the conqueror, has gone, 

bright forerunner to the skies 
of his people, yet to rise. 

5       Hallelujah! Angels, sing! 
Join with us in hymns of praise. 
Let your chorus swell the strain 
which our feebler voices raise: 

Glory to our God above 
and on earth his peace and love! 

CREED 
P   Confident in Christ’s resurrection, let us 
proclaim our faith:  
🅲  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, 
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended 
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 
catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
INTRODUCTION TO PRAYERS “Lord, Listen to 
Your Children Praying” (ELW #752) 

Lord, listen to your children praying, 
Lord, send your Spirit in this place; 

Lord, listen to your children praying, 
send us love, send us power, send us grace. 

“Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying” by Ken Medema copyright © 
1973 Hope Publishing Co. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission 
under OneLicence.net permit #A-733643 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
P   Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the 
Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who 
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promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 
 You shower your church with grace, O God. 
Unite the whole church on earth, so that with one 
heart it testifies to the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
with power and love. Hear us, O God. 
🅲  Your mercy is great. 
P   You proclaim the blessing of life forevermore. 
Like dew upon the mountains, refresh your creation. 
Restore waters, cleanse the air, and provide 
revitalizing moisture to parched land. Give your 
whole creation the promise of new life. Hear us, O 
God. 
🅲  Your mercy is great. 
P   You direct the nations, O God. Guide all in 
authority, that they shepherd their peoples in the 
ways of your love. Defeat in us our impulse to war. 
Bestow the peace of Christ upon those in authority 
and breathe upon them the Holy Spirit. Hear us, O 
God. 
🅲 Your mercy is great. 
P   You place within the heart of the church a 
spirit of sharing. Give us the power of your generous 
Spirit, that we provide for the needs of others:  
• Mary Andrews (Welcome Center volunteer 
from St. Anthony’s) 
• Dawn Bench (Welcome Center volunteer) 
• Doug Becker (Marlene Binninger’s son) 
• Jackie Brichacek (Nancy’s sister-in-law) 
• Jean Boothe (Grace soup kitchen supervisor) 
• Hank Buehrens 
• Andrew Calvert 
• Pat Calvert 
• Barb Caputo 
• Holly Cummings 
• Eric Dangerfield (Carolyn Reynold’s 
boyfriend)  
• Connie, mother of Welcome Center volunteer 
Lynda Eirich 
• Gregory Foster 
• Steve Gapko 
• Shirleen Gulick 
• Aggie Hartnell (Bert Felland’s mother) 
• Sydney Houston 
• Jacqueline & David Kramer 
• David Kristopeit (Nancy’s brother-in-law) 
• Dorothy Keuffer 
• Dean O’Hanlon 
• Carolyn Reynold’s children Eddie, Santino, 
and Lytosha 
• Cynthia Schwartz (Norma’s daughter) 
• Marcia Swanson 
• Joyce Swift 
• Linda Wadham 
• Florence and Jacqueline Walker  

• Dottie Watts  
• Kristi Weiss (Rollie’s daughter); 
Announce your peace to those who are lonely, 
hurting, suffering, or afraid. Hear us, O God. 
🅲  Your mercy is great. 
P   You give us fellowship with one another in this 
faith community, Grace Lutheran Church. Shine the 
light of the risen Christ in our life together, so that 
we live in love for one another and our joy may be 
complete. Hear us, O God. 
🅲  Your mercy is great. 
P   You share the gift of eternal life. In 
thanksgiving and remembrance, we recall the lives 
and gifts of those who now live in endless joy 
(especially…). Unite us with them in resurrection 
hope. Hear us, O God. 
🅲  Your mercy is great. 
P   In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our 
prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending 
goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
🅲  Amen. 
 
PEACE 
P   The peace of Christ be with you always. 
🅲  And also with you. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

MEAL 
 
OFFERING. “We Give Thee but Thine Own” (ELW 
#686) 

1 We give thee but thine own, 
whate’er the gift may be; 

all that we have is thine alone, 
a trust, O Lord, from thee. 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
P   Let us pray. 
 God of love, you call us beloved children and 
welcome us to your table. Receive our lives and the 
gifts we offer. Abide with us and send us in service 
to a suffering world; for the sake of your beloved 
Child, Jesus Christ. 
🅲  Amen. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING. SONG: “That Easter Day 
with Joy Was Bright” (ELW #384) vv. 1 & 4 

1         That Easter day with joy was bright; 
the sun shone out with fairer light 

when, to their longing eyes restored, 
th’apostles saw their risen Lord! 
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4       All praise, O risen Lord, we give 
to you, once dead, but now alive! 
To God the Father equal praise, 

and God the Spirit, now we raise! 
 
DIALOGUE & PREFACE 
P   The Lord be with you. 
🅲  And also with you. 
P   Lift up your hearts. 
🅲  We lift them to the Lord. 
P   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
🅲  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P   It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we 
should at all times and in all places give thanks and 
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the 
glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the 
true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away 
our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in 
rising has brought us to eternal life. 
 And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and 
all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and 
sea and all their creatures, and with angels and 
archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 144) 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might: 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P   Holy, living, and loving God, we praise you for 
creating the heavens and the earth. We bless you for 
bringing Noah and his family through the waters of 
the flood, for freeing your people Israel from the 
bonds of slavery, and for sending your Son to be our 
Redeemer.  
 We give you thanks for Jesus who, living 
among us, healed the sick, fed the hungry, and with 
a love stronger than death, gave his life for others. 
 In the night in which he was betrayed, our 
Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this 
is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for 
the remembrance of me. 

 Remembering, therefore, his life, death, and 
glorious resurrection, we await your promised life 
for all this dying world. Breathe your Spirit on us 
and on this bread and cup: carry us in your arms 
from death to life, that we may live as your chosen 
ones, clothed in the righteousness of Christ. 
Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty 
Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. 
🅲  Amen 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
P   Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us 
pray as Jesus taught us.  
🅲  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed 
be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven: 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P   The risen Christ invites us to this table. Come, 
eat and be satisfied. 
COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 146) 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
grant us peace. 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P   Let us pray. 
 Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have 
put gladness in our hearts. Satisfy the hunger still 
around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, that your 
love may bring joy to the hearts of all people, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
🅲  Amen. 

SENDING 
 
BLESSING 
P   May our glorious God grant you a spirit of 
wisdom to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. 
The God of life, Father,  ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever. 
🅲  Amen. 
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SENDING SONG “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing” 
(ELW #547)  

1   Sent forth by God’s blessing, 
our true faith confessing, 

the people of God from this dwelling take leave. 
The supper is ended. 
Oh, now be extended 

the fruits of this service in all who believe. 
The seed of Christ’s teaching, 

receptive souls reaching, 
shall blossom in action for God and for all. 

Your grace shall incite us, 
your love shall unite us 

to work for your kingdom and answer your call. 
2  With praise and thanksgiving  

 to God ever-living, 
the tasks of our everyday life we will face— 

our faith ever sharing, 
in love ever caring, 

embracing God’s children, the whole human race. 
With your feast you feed us, 
with your light now lead us; 

unite us as one in this life that we share. 
Then may all the living 

with praise and thanksgiving 
give honor to Christ and his name that we bear. 

Text: Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt. © 1964 World Library 
Publications, 3708 River Rd., Suite 400, Franklin Park, IL 60131. All 
rights reserved. Used by permission. OneLicense.net permit #A-733643 
 
DISMISSAL 
P   Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
🅲  He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
P   Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
🅲  Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg 
Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission: annual permit 
#SAS017083 

What’s Happening at ELCA Outreach Center? 
 
 The ELCA Outreach Center 
at 6218 26th Ave. in Kenosha 
continues to serve the 
community. Their Mission: "to 
Share God’s Love by addressing 
the needs of children, youth, and 
adults through programs and 
services that encourage them to 
become self-sufficient, caring 
and participating members of the 
community." 

 In light of the changes due 
to the pandemic Karl Erickson, 
Executive Director, gave an 
update as to what is happening 
right now at the Outreach Center. 
“The Outreach Center is striving 
to help as many people as we can. 
We are now open Monday to 
Friday from10:00 a.m. to 2:00 
p.m. for clients and donations.  
 “Clients are able to visit our 
clothing closet each day, pick up 

prescription co-pay vouchers 
once a month, pick up diapers 
and formula, socks, spices and 
books. We are accepting 
donations of all types of clothes 
and small household items, but 
no furniture. 
 “Our Spring Benefit on May 
6 will be virtual again this year. 
Look for your invitation coming 
in the mail soon.” 

 

Welcome Center to Inaugurate Walk-in Cooler 
 
 The Grace Welcome Center, which operates at 
Grace Lutheran Church, has been helping their 
neighbors in need since 2019 by providing a food 
pantry on Tuesdays, and breakfast on Thursday and 
Friday mornings. The need has grown since the 
pandemic began. 
 Leif Peterson, Executive Director, shared some 
updated information on the current operation and 
their needs. They have recently been able to 
purchase a much-needed walk-in cooler: "The cooler 
is almost ready to roll. We are very excited to get 
this walk-in cooler operational as it greatly expands 

our ability to serve this community with fresh dairy 
and produce.” 
 The official ribbon cutting ceremony is 
planned for Wednesday, May 5 and will include 
celebration of the Welcome Center’s fourth 
anniversary. 
 “The demand for food at our weekly pantry 
remains very strong. Thanks to all those who 
support us in this effort whether through food 
donations, volunteerism, or financial support! We 
are indebted to you for helping us to continue this 
important ministry to our community.” 
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Grace, KCHD Continue 
Vaccination Clinics 

 
 We plan to open vaccination clinic at 
Grace with the Kenosha County Health 
Department over the next four Tuesdays. 
Hours are from 2:00 to 5:30 p.m.  
 The clinic is open to Kenosha County 
residents. The Johnson & Johnson vaccine 
requires only one dose, but is available only to 
persons age 18 years and up. No appointments 
necessary. 

Essays, Stories Related to Tulsa Massacre Solicited 

 The African Descent 
Lutheran Association is seeking 
entries for their 2021 
Creative Writing 
Contest! Participants 
aged 14 and older are 
invited to submit a 
poem, short story or 
essay based on the 
following prompt: 
 “How does the 
history of injustice 
related to the 1921 
Tulsa Race Massacre 
reflect and relate to 
modern day injustice 
in the United States of 

America? How can the Church 
recognize its historical complicity 

with racial injustice and be 
moved to respond and proclaim 

truth, equity, and justice 
for all in our nation 
today?” 
 Cash awards for top 
three entries in each 
division. Deadline for 
entries is Monday, May 10, 
2021. For the entry form, 
and a flyer with rules and 
directions for entry, email 
Lamont.Wells@ELCA.org 
or visit 
https://adlaelca.org/ 
creativewritingcontest 
 

  

Grace Receipts: April 1 through 4, 2021 
 
General offering  ......................................... $ 1,611.00 
Benevolence .................................................... $ 45.00 
Lent, Palm Sunday ......................................... $ 10.00 
Maundy Thursday .......................................... $ 65.00 
Good Friday .................................................... $ 36.00 
Easter ............................................................. $ 161.00 
Infant Moses ministry .................................... $ 10.00 
Welcome Center/food pantry ........................ $ 10.00 
Non-member, designated for food pantry ... $ 100.00 
Non-member, non-designated ..................... $ 360.00 
Amistad Cristiana building use ................... $ 800.00 
Vigeo Exchange fund raiser ........................... $ 53.73 

via Thrivent Choice: ................................... $ 1,186.00 
Minus banking fees ........................................ $ (7.20) 
Total  ......................................................... $ 4,440.53 
Grace weekly budget in 2021: $ 3,224.20 
 Notes: The weekly budget amount given here 
was calculated by taking the total expenses in the 
2021 budget, subtracting the Welcome Center salary 
expense (which is reimbursed by the Welcome 
Center) and dividing the result by 52. 
 Please remember you can contribute by mail, 
or electronically through the “Donations” link at 
GraceKenosha.com. 
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Grace Lutheran Church 
2006 60th Street 
Kenosha, Wisconsin 53140-3893 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
https://www.GraceKenosha.com 
Worship services livestreamed at www.facebook.com/GraceElcaKenosha/ 
Pastor Jonathan Barker: jonathan.w.barker17@gmail.com 626-864-6404 
Church office: graceoffice@wi.rr.com 262-654-9143 
Office hours: 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Tuesday through Friday 
 
 

Garden of Eatin’ Invites Support 
 
Dear Friends in Christ, 
 Spirit Alive! Church 
would like to invite you to join 
us in supporting one of the 
Garden of Eatin’ gardens. This 
garden is called the Wind 
Chime Garden and is located at 
2011 57th Street. Spirit Alive! 
Has taken on the clean-up, 
planting of vegetables, garden 
maintenance, and harvesting of 
the produce grown, to be given 
to the Grace Welcome Center 
food pantry. 
 We are excited to tell you 
that students from Lincoln 
Middle School will design and 
paint a mural on the 40' fence 
of the property honoring two 
angels that passed, who were a 
part of the community. They 

are tentatively planning to 
paint the week of May 3-7. 
 As you know, many hands 
make light 
work, and we’d 
love for you to 
help in the way 
that is best for 
you. To see a 
list of supplies 
and how they 
can be paid for, 
go to 
www.spiritalive.com. 
 Other ways to share your 
gifts include: being available 
for supervision during painting 
week (approximately 9:30-3:30 
very flexible time slots), 
providing water for the 
workers, signing up for 
watering and weeding of the 

garden later in the spring, as 
well as harvesting as needed. In 
an effort to reduce waste, we 

will provide 
drinking water for 
refilling cups, rather 
than water bottles. 
A donation can also 
be made for 
purchasing drinking 
supplies. Planting 
will begin in early 
May. 

 We feel called to care for 
and to feed our community. We 
hope you will too after 
prayerful consideration. Please 
feel free to contact Margie 
Breckenfeld at 
breck2227@gmail.com for 
information. 


