
 
March 14, 2021 

Gathering Liturgy for Fourth Sunday in Lent  
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
P   Blessed be the Holy Trinity, 
☩ one God, the keeper of the 
covenant, the source of steadfast 
love, our rock and our redeemer. 
🅲 Amen 
P   God hears us when we cry, 
and draws us close in Jesus 
Christ. Let us return to the one 
who is full of compassion. 
 Fountain of living water, 
🅲 pour out your mercy 
over us. Our sin is heavy, 
and we long to be free. 
Rebuild what we have 
ruined and mend what we 
have torn. Wash us in your 
cleansing flood. Make us 
alive in the Spirit to follow 
in the way of Jesus, as 
healers and restorers of the 
world you so love. Amen. 
P   Beloved, God’s word never 
fails. The promise rests on grace: 
by the saving love of Jesus Christ, 
the wisdom and power of God, 
your sins are ☩ forgiven, and God 
remembers them no more. 
Journey in the way of Jesus. 
🅲  Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG: “How Great 
Thou Art” (ELW #856) vv. 1 & 4 

1 O Lord my God, when I in 
awesome wonder 

consider all the works thy hand 
hath made, 

I see the stars, I hear the mighty 
thunder, 

thy power throughout the 
universe displayed; 

Refrain: Then sings my soul, my 
Savior God, to thee, 

how great thou art! How great 
thou art! 

Then sings my soul, my Savior 
God, to thee, 

how great thou art! How great 
thou art! 

4 When Christ shall come with 
shout of acclamation, 

and take me home, what joy 
shall fill my heart! 

Then I shall bow in humble 
adoration 

and there proclaim, “My God, 
how great thou art!” Refrain. 

“How Great Thou Art” text Carl G. Boberg; tr. 
and adapt. Stuart K. Hine, © 1949, 1953 The 
Stuart Hine Trust.. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under 

OneLicence.net permit #A-733643 
 

GREETING 
P   The grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
🅲  And also with you. 
 
KYRIE (ELW p. 203) 

Have mercy on us, Lord, and 
hear our solemn prayer. 

We come to hear your living 
word; it saves us from despair. 
Have mercy on us, Christ, and 

wash away our sin. 
Pour out your grace and make 

us whole that new life may 
begin. 

Have mercy on us, Lord, make 
sin and shame depart. 

Renew us with your saving 
power; create in us new hearts! 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P   Let us pray.  
 O God, rich in mercy, by the 
humiliation of your Son you 
lifted up this fallen world and 
rescued us from the hopelessness 
of death. Lead us into your light, 
that all our deeds may reflect 
your love, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
🅲  Amen. 
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Readings for Fourth Sunday in Lent 
 
Numbers 21:4–9 
From Mount Hor the Israelites 
set out by the way to the Red Sea, 
to go around the land of Edom; 
but the people became impatient 
on the way. The people spoke 
against God and against Moses, 
“Why have you brought us up out 
of Egypt to die in the wilderness? 
For there is no food and no 
water, and we detest this 
miserable food.” 
 Then the LORD 
sent poisonous 
serpents among the 
people, and they bit 
the people, so that 
many Israelites died. 
The people came to 
Moses and said, “We 
have sinned by speaking against 
the LORD and against you; pray 
to the LORD to take away the 
serpents from us.”  
 So Moses prayed for the 
people. And the LORD said to 
Moses, “Make a poisonous 
serpent, and set it on a pole; and 
everyone who is bitten shall look 
at it and live.”  
 So Moses made a serpent of 
bronze, and put it upon a pole; 
and whenever a serpent bit 
someone, that person would look 
at the serpent of bronze and live. 
 
Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22 
1Give thanks to the LORD, for the 
LORD is good, 
 for God’s mercy endures 
forever. 
2Let the redeemed of the 
LORD proclaim 
 that God redeemed them 
from the hand of the foe, 
3gathering them in from the 
lands; 
 from the east and from the 
west, from the north and from 
the south. … 
17Some were fools and took 
rebellious paths; 

 through their sins they 
were afflicted. 
18They loathed all manner of food 
 and drew near to death’s door. 
19Then in their trouble they 
cried to the LORD 
 and you delivered them 
from their distress.  
20You sent forth your word and 
healed them 
  and rescued them from the 

grave. 
21Let them give 
thanks to you, LORD, 
for your steadfast 
love 
 and your 
wonderful works for 
all people. 
22Let them offer 

sacrifices of thanksgiving 
 and tell of your deeds with 
shouts of joy. 
 
Ephesians 2:1–10 
You were dead through the 
trespasses and sins in which you 
once lived, following the course 
of this world, following the ruler 
of the power of the air, the spirit 
that is now at work among those 
who are disobedient.  
 All of us once lived among 
them in the passions of our flesh, 
following the desires of flesh and 
senses, and we were by nature 
children of wrath, like everyone 
else.  
 But God, who is rich in 
mercy, out of the great love with 
which he loved us even when we 
were dead through our 
trespasses, made us alive 
together with Christ—by grace 
you have been saved—and raised 
us up with him and seated us 
with him in the heavenly places 
in Christ Jesus, so that in the 
ages to come he might show the 
immeasurable riches of his grace 
in kindness toward us in Christ 
Jesus. 

 For by grace you have been 
saved through faith, and this is 
not your own doing; it is the gift 
of God—not the result of works, 
so that no one may boast. For we 
are what he has made us, created 
in Christ Jesus for good works, 
which God prepared beforehand 
to be our way of life. 
 
LENTEN GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
(page 142) 
Return to the Lord, your God, 
for he is gracious and merciful, 
slow to anger, and abounding in 
steadfast love, 
and abounding in steadfast love. 
 
GOSPEL: John 3:14–21 
Jesus said, “Just as Moses lifted 
up the serpent in the wilderness, 
so must the Son of Man be lifted 
up, that whoever believes in him 
may have eternal life. 
 “For God so loved the world 
that he gave his only Son, so that 
everyone who believes in him 
may not perish but may have 
eternal life. 
 “Indeed, God did not send 
the Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in order 
that the world might be saved 
through him. Those who believe 
in him are not condemned; but 
those who do not believe are 
condemned already, because they 
have not believed in the name of 
the only Son of God. 
 “And this is the judgment, 
that the light has come into the 
world, and people loved darkness 
rather than light because their 
deeds were evil. For all who do 
evil hate the light and do not 
come to the light, so that their 
deeds may not be exposed. But 
those who do what is true come 
to the light, so that it may be 
clearly seen that their deeds have 
been done in God.” 
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Pastor Barker’s Sermon on John 3:14–21 
 
 I’ve got a brother who is 
3¾ years younger than me.  And 
one of the greatest challenges of 
my young life was learning to 
share with him.  One piece of 
pizza left—cut down the middle, 
one brownie left—cut down the 
middle, one piece of cake—cut 
down the middle.  And it wasn’t 
just food: on odd days I got to sit 
in the front seat of the car and 
even days he did—same went for 
picking what we watched on TV.  
It was a pretty big adjustment. 
 And I imagine many of us 
can relate to this—sharing can be 
hard.  Plus it’s easy for us to get 
jealous of what other people 
have. 
 We’ve been reading a book 
for Thursdays called The Return 
of the Prodigal Son, by Henri 
Nouwen; and this past week we 
read all about this.  There is such 
an easy way we can become 
resentful and bitter towards 
those we see as undeserving or 
cutting in line. 
 In fact, they’ve done a lot of 
political science studies about 
“line cutting”.  The near universal 
way to make a bill unpopular is if 
it leads to people feeling like 
other people are getting to cut in 
line in front of them in the race 
for good education and ecnomic 
success. 

 We might not like to admit 
it, but I think we often feel this 
way towards God.  I’ve been in 
church forever, I’ve been 
Lutheran for generations, I’ve 
read the Bible x number of times 
and I’ve served my neighbors for 
x number of years.  And then 
somebody who is just getting 
started comes along and we can 
feel a little frustrated that God is 
just letting them into the team—
can’t there be a probationary 
period?   
 Our passage this morning 
calls this thinking out.  It 
radically democratizes God’s 
love.  “Indeed, God did not send 
the Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in order 
that the world might be saved 
through him.” 
 Notice what it does not say.  
It does not say Jesus came to 
save those who have had it 
together for a long time and grew 
up in the church.  It does not say 
Jesus came to save a certain 
ethnic group or nationality. 
 Jesus came to save the 
whole world. 
 The whole world includes 
sinners, including sinners that 
have done reprehensible things. 
 The whole world includes 
people from every country. 

 The whole world includes 
people from every race. 
 I think we often say, “Jesus 
died for my sins,” but this is 
profoundly unhelpful.  This verse 
tells us it would be more apt to 
say, “Jesus died for our sin.” 
 And if we believe this how 
does it change the way we live? 
 We realize that all of our 
“church accomplishments” don’t 
make us better than anyone else.  
I’m preaching to myself here, 
right. 
 We realize that newer 
Christians do not need to be 
viewed with suspicion but rather 
they are equally part of 
everything as we are. 
 Amen. 

Welcoming of New Members, Prayers, and Communion Liturgy 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: “My Faith Looks Up to Thee” 
(ELW #759) vv. 1 & 4 

1     My faith looks up to thee, 
thou Lamb of Calvary, 

Savior divine! 
Now hear me while I pray, 

take all my guilt away, 
oh, let me from this day 

be wholly thine! 
4       When ends life’s transient dream 

when death’s cold, sullen stream 

shall o’er me roll; 
blest Savior, then, in love 
fear and distrust remove; 

oh, bear me safe above, 
a ransomed soul! 

WELCOMING OF NEW MEMBERS 
P   Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of 
baptism and for these people, one with us in the 
body of Christ, whom we welcome as new members 
into the life and ministry of this congregation. 
 These persons have come to our congregation: 
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• Judy Gregory 
• David and Senja Underwood, Gracie, Samuel 

and Augustus 
• Karen Kempinen 

 With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
🅲  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, 
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended 
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 
catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
ADDRESS AND QUESTIONS 
P   In baptism, we are welcomed into the body of 
Christ and sent to share in the mission of God. We 
are called to live among God’s faithful people, to 
hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s 
supper, to proclaim the good news of God in Christ 
through word and deed, to serve all people, 
following the example of Jesus, and to strive for 
justice and peace in all the earth. 
 Sisters and brothers in Christ, do you intend to 
continue in the covenant of your baptism among 
God’s people in this place? 
Those being welcomed respond. 

 I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.
P   People of God, do you promise to support and 
pray for these new members in their life in Christ? 
🅲  We do, and we ask God to help and 
guide us. 
WELCOME 
P   Let us welcome these sisters and brothers in 
Christ to this community of faith. 
🅲  We rejoice with you in the life of 
baptism. Together we will give thanks and 
praise to God and proclaim the good news to 
all the world. 
 
INTRODUCTION TO PRAYERS “Lord, Listen to 
Your Children Praying” (ELW #752) 

Lord, listen to your children praying, 
Lord, send your Spirit in this place; 

Lord, listen to your children praying, 
send us love, send us power, send us grace. 

“Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying” by Ken Medema copyright © 
1973 Hope Publishing Co. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission 
under OneLicence.net permit #A-733643 
 
PRAYERS of INTERCESSION 
P   Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly 
for the church, the world, and all in need. 
 You sent your Son that the world might be 
saved through him. Inspire the witness of the church 
throughout the world. Empower missionaries, Bible 
translators, and ministries of service in your name. 
Bless our partners in ministry (specific mission 
partners may be named…), our ELCA global 
partner churches, and Young Adults in Global 
Mission. Hear us, O God. 
🅲  Your mercy is great. 
P   From east to west your steadfast love is shown. 
Nourish seas and deserts, wilderness areas and 
cities. Give water to thirsty lands; nurture spring 
growth that feeds hungry creatures; bless farmers as 
they prepare for the growing season. Hear us, O 
God. 
🅲  Your mercy is great. 
P   Your mercy endures forever. Deliver all who 
cry to you, especially those who are hungry or 
without homes. Give life in places where death 
seems triumphant; give healing to those who are 
sick and comfort to those who mourn, especially:  
• Doug Becker (son of Marlene Binninger) 
• Mary Andrews (Welcome Center volunteer 
from St. Anthony’s) 
• Dawn Bench (Welcome Center volunteer) 
• Jackie Brichacek (Nancy’s sister-in-law) 
• Jean Boothe (Grace soup kitchen supervisor) 
• Hank Buehrens 
• Andrew Calvert 
• Pat Calvert 
• Barb Caputo 
• Holly Cummings 
• Eric Dangerfield (Carolyn Reynold’s 
boyfriend)  
• Alyssa and Aaron Dell 
• Connie, mother of Welcome Center volunteer 
Lynda Eirich 
• Gregory Foster 
• Steve Gapko 
• Shirleen Gulick 
• Aggie Hartnell (Bert Felland’s mother) 
• Sydney Houston 
• David & Jackie Kramer 
• David Kristopeit (Nancy’s brother-in-law) 
• Dorothy Keuffer 
• Dean O’Hanlon 
• Carolyn Reynold’s children Eddie, Santino, 
and Lytosha 
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• Cynthia Schwartz (Norma’s daughter) 
• Marcia Swanson 
• Joyce Swift 
• Helen Usinger 
• Linda Wadham 
• Florence and Jacqueline Walker (Carolyn’s 
sisters) 
• Dottie Watts  
• Kristi Weiss (Rollie’s daughter), 
Hear us, O God. 
🅲  Your mercy is great. 
P   By grace we have been saved. Fill this 
congregation to overflowing with that grace, that we 
show mercy to others. Nourish any in our midst who 
are hungry, especially children, and bless our 
ministries of feeding and shelter (especially…). Give 
us patience and courage when the way seems long. 
Hear us, O God. 
🅲  Your mercy is great. 
P   We give you thanks for our new members 
Karen, David, Senja, Augustus, Samuel, Gracie, and 
Judy, whom you have drawn to yourself by the love 
of Jesus Christ and whom we have welcomed into 
this household of faith Keep us close together in 
your Spirit, in the breaking of bread and the prayers, 
and in service to others, following the example of 
Jesus Christ, our servant and Lord. Hear us, O God. 
🅲 Your mercy is great. 
P   Your Son was lifted up that whoever believes 
might have eternal life. We praise you for all who 
have died in Christ. Bring us with all the saints into 
the fullness of your promises. Hear us, O God. 
🅲  Your mercy is great. 
P   We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to 
you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
🅲  Amen. 
 
PEACE 
P   The peace of Christ be with you always. 
🅲  And also with you. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

MEAL 
 
OFFERING. “We Give Thee but Thine Own” (ELW 
#686) 

1 We give thee but thine own, 
whate’er the gift may be; 

all that we have is thine alone, 
a trust, O Lord, from thee. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 
P   Let us pray. 
 God our provider, you have not fed us with 
bread alone, but with words of grace and life. Bless 
us and these your gifts, which we receive from your 
bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
🅲  Amen. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING. SONG: “Glory Be to 
Jesus” (LBW #95) vv. 1 & 6 

1         Glory be to Jesus, 
who, in bitter pains, 

poured for me the lifeblood 
from his sacred veins. 

6       Lift we then our voices 
swell the mighty flood; 
louder still and louder 

praise the precious blood. 
 
DIALOGUE & PREFACE 
P   The Lord be with you. 
🅲  And also with you. 
P   Lift up your hearts. 
🅲  We lift them to the Lord. 
P   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
🅲  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P   It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we 
should at all times and in all places give thanks and 
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through 
our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame 
death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 
opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
 And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise 
your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 207) 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might: 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest. 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P   Holy God, our living Water and our merciful 
Guide, together with rivers and seas, wells and 
springs we bless and magnify you. 
 You led your people Israel through the desert, 
and provided them water from the rock. 
 We praise you for Christ, our Rock and our 
Water, who joined us in our desert, pouring out his 
life for the world. 
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 In the night in which he was betrayed, our 
Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this 
is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for 
the remembrance of me. 
 Remembering, therefore, his life, death, and 
resurrection, we await your salvation for all this 
thirsty world. Pour out your Spirit on this holy food 
and on all the baptized gathered for this feast: 
wash away our sin, that we may be revived for our 
journey by the love of Christ. 
 Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy 
Church, both now and forever. 
🅲  Amen 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
P   Lord, remember us in your 
kingdom and teach us to pray.  
🅲  Our Father, who art in 
heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in 
heaven: 
 Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P   Jesus draws the whole world to himself. Come 
to this meal and be fed. 
 
COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 208) 

Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world 
away; 

you suffered death our lives to save: have mercy 
now, we pray. 

O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world 
away; 

you set us free from guilt and grave: have mercy 
now, we pray. 

O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world 
away; 

eternal peace with God you made: give us your 
peace, we pray. 

 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P   Let us pray. 
 God of steadfast love, at this table you gather 
your people into one body for the sake of the world. 
Send us in the power of your Spirit, that our lives 
bear witness to the love that has made us new in 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
🅲  Amen. 

SENDING 
 
BLESSING 
P   You are what God made you to be: created in 
Christ Jesus for good works, chosen as holy and 

beloved, freed to serve your 
neighbor. 
 God bless you ☩ that you 
may be a blessing, in the name of 
the holy and life-giving Trinity. 
🅲  Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG “Christ, the Life 
of All the Living” (ELW #339) vv. 
1 & 3 
1   Christ, the life of all the living, 

Christ, the death of death, our foe, 
Christ, yourself for me once giving 

to the darkest depths of woe: 
through your suffering, death, and merit 

life eternal I inherit. 
Thousand, thousand thanks are due, 

dearest Jesus, unto you. 
3  Then, for all that bought my pardon,  

 for the sorrows deep and sore, 
for the anguish in the garden, 

I will thank you evermore; 
thank you for the groaning, sighing, 

for the bleeding and the dying, 
for that last triumphant cry, 
praise you evermore on high. 

 
DISMISSAL 
P   Go in peace. Share the good news. 
🅲  Thanks be to God. 
Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg 
Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission: annual permit 
#SAS017083 
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Tune In to Lenten Midweek Worship, Daily Devotions 
 
 The Lutheran congregations of Kenosha offer 
midweek worship services on line Wednesdays 
during Lent. You can find them on 
gracekenosha.com and on our Facebook page, 
GraceElcaKenosha and watch them any time. 
 Pastor Barker and the Grace Welcome Center 
are among the ministries that have contributed to 
Outreach for Hope’s Lenten devotion series, “What 
Does It Mean to Give?” The series features 40 video 
reflections released Mondays through Saturdays 
during Lent from 2021 Ministry Partners and staff. 

 You can sign up for a daily message, either text 
or video, at https://outreachforhope.org/lenten-
devotions/. You can also follow @OutreachForHope 
on Facebook for in-app notifications when new 
video devotions are released, or download the whole 
devotional booklet at once if you prefer.  
 Outreach for Hope sent out Pastor Barker’s  
message on February 22; videos by Grace Welcome 
Center’s Denise Russell and Leif Peterson are 
scheduled on March 13 and 27.

  

Welcome New Members! 
 
 

 

 We welcome new members i nto the Grace Lutheran family this 
morning: Judy Gregory (above left); David and Senja Underwood and 
their children Samuel, Gracie and Augustus (above right).  Karen 
Kempinen (below left) joined Grace earlier this year. 
 

Book Study Concludes 
 

 David Underwood and Rev. 
Barker have been leading a book 
study on Henri Nouwen’s The 
Return of the Prodigal Son: A 
Story of Homecoming. You can 
find links to the book on amazon 

and Barnes & Noble on our 
Facebook page. 
 Our study wraps up this 
Thursday, March 18.  Please join 
us on Zoom for this great 
opportunity! 
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Wisconsin Lieutenant Governor Mandela Barnes welcomed the Kenosha 7 to Madison during their rally at the 

state capitol Saturday, March 6. (Photo from Mr. Barnes’s Twitter feed.) 
 

Grace Receipts: March 7, 2021 
 
General offering  ........................................ $ 1,582.00 
Benevolence .................................................. $ 218.00 
Initial offering .................................................. $ 3.00 
Lent  ............................................................... $ 25.00 
Infant Moses Ministry .................................... $ 35.00 
Welcome Center / Food pantry ...................... $ 10.00 
Via Thrivent Choice ...................................... $ 489.00 
Non-member, non-designated ..................... $ 100.00 
Holy Assembly building use ......................... $ 500.00 
NA  ............................................................... $ 40.00 
Parking lot use ................................................ $ 40.00 

Minus banking fees ........................................ $ (4.70) 
Total  ......................................................... $ 3,037.30 
Grace weekly budget in 2021: $ 3,224.20 
 Notes: The weekly budget amount given here 
was calculated by taking the total expenses in the 
2021 budget, subtracting the Welcome Center salary 
expense (which is reimbursed by the Welcome 
Center) and dividing the result by 52. 
 Please remember you can contribute by mail, 
or electronically through the “Donations” link at 
GraceKenosha.com. 

Call Kenosha Community Health Center for Vaccinations 
 

 Kenosha Community Health Center (KCHC) 
has a COVID-19 vaccination center. This 
Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday we had over 600 
doses ready for eligible individuals. 
 Those interested in receiving a COVID-19 
vaccine, can complete a short survey to determine if 
they are eligible at this time. Once complete, KCHC 
will schedule the vaccine if they meet the current 
criteria.  

 To fill out the survey, please visit: 
https://www.kenoshachc.org/kchc-vaccination-
eligibility-form/ 
 If you have questions or trouble with the link, 
you can call 262-771-1760 to set up your 
appointment 
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Grace Plans to Reopen Carefully 
 
 As more and more of our 
community become immunized 
against COVID-19, Grace 
Lutheran Church plans to reopen 
worship services to in-persson 
attendance. 
 For the time being, we will 
limit attendance to 50 persons, 
with family groups spaced 
appropriately. You do not need to 
phone the church office to tell us 
you plan to attend the service. 
 To improve the experience 
of those who are worshipping 
from home we can lend out 
hymnals.  You can sign out a 
hymnal from Paul Tuesdays-
Thursdays from 9:00 a.m. to 
2:00 p.m. and keep it through 
the duration of COVID-19. 
 We strongly recommend you 
do not join us for worship if you 
are in a high-risk group either 
because of age, or because of a 
pre-existing condition, or 
because you live with a family 
member who falls into one of 
those categories.  We will 
continue to send out the sermons 
in the mail and will continue to 
do live broadcasts. 
 Please monitor yourself for 
COVID-19 symptoms of fever and 
respiratory illness.  If you have 
either of these symptoms, please 
do not come to worship.  If we 
notice you are having acute 
symptoms, we will politely ask 
you to leave The service will still 
be filmed and the floodlight that 
enables that will still be used. 
  Weather permitting, we will 
keep the ramp side door open 
until 9:30 a.m. so that people 
don’t touch the door handle.  On 
days when this is not possible, 
Greg will spray the door down 
after each person touches it. The 
door will be locked at 9:30 a.m.  
After this time, we cannot be 

open to the general public safely. 
Please note that due to salt 
damage, the stairway is not safe 
to use; you must use the ramp. 
 There will be hand sanitizer 
in the narthex as well as masks. 
Masks are required for everyone 
other than the Pastor and 
Reader. We strongly recommend 
using hand sanitizer as you enter 
the sanctuary. 
 The bathrooms will be 
sanitized before Sunday 
morning. 
 Worshippers are invited to 
pick up a bulletin from a stack 
near the door. (They will not be 
handed out.) 
 To cut down the risk of 
spread we will not be doing any 
singing, but will still have Nancy 
play the organ.  Also, we will no 
longer be having responsive or 
communal prayers and 
readings—all of that will be done 
by Pastor.  The reason for this is 
indoor singing and loud speaking 
are two of the easiest ways to 
spread coronavirus.   
 There will be no-touch 
passing of the peace. The offering 
plate will be on a stand at the 
back of the church. 
 Every other pew has been 
blocked off. It will be one family 
unit per pew. 
 For communion, Pastor and 
one communion assistant will 
stand in the middle aisle.  While 
practicing social distancing, 
people will come up in family 
units to commune.  They will 
receive the bread and cup of wine 
or juice, then walk toward the 
side aisle to eat and drink the 
elements and will then throw 
their cup away in a trash can 
there and walk back to their pew 
by the outside aisle. Pastor will 
be using a no-touch wafer 

dispenser.  Pastor and 
communion assistants will have 
masks and gloves on. 
 As we leave worship, we will 
need to maintain social 
distancing of six feet. Pastor will 
stand in the middle of the 
narthex to avoid causing a line. 
For those that want to speak with 
pastor, they may but will need to 
keep social distancing. 
 After worship the sanctuary 
will be thoroughly cleaned, 
including using Lysol spray on 
the pew cushions. 
  If we learn that anyone has 
come to worship that has 
COVID-19, we will call everyone 
on the list who came to worship, 
as well as the Kenosha County 
Health Department, and we will 
shut down the following Sunday 
to make sure nobody became 
infected.  Executive council will 
closely monitor the situation and 
if needed, will shut down church 
for more weeks until it is safe to 
return. (This was added in 
conversation with executive 
council after going through our 
Grace Welcome Center Pantry 
COVID-19 moment.) 
  If you have been in contact 
with anyone with COVID-19 or 
anyone who has been exposed to 
COVID-19, or have symptoms of 
a fever or coughing or other 
respiratory symptoms, we 
require that you stay home. (This 
obviously does not apply to those 
who have chronic respiratory 
illness in our congregation. If you 
have acute respiratory problems, 
we would ask you to stay home 
for your safety.)  (This was added 
in conversation with executive 
council after going through our 
Grace Welcome Center Pantry 
COVID-19 moment.)
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