March 7, 2021

Gathering Liturgy for Third Sunday in Lent
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the Holy Trinity,
☩ one God, the keeper of the
covenant, the source of steadfast
love, our rock and our redeemer.
🅲 Amen
God hears us when we cry,
and draws us close in Jesus
Christ. Let us return to the one
who is full of compassion.
Fountain of living water,
🅲 pour out your mercy
over us. Our sin is heavy,
and we long to be free.
Rebuild what we have
ruined and mend what we
have torn. Wash us in your
cleansing flood. Make us
alive in the Spirit to follow
in the way of Jesus, as
healers and restorers of the
world you so love. Amen.
Beloved, God’s word never
fails. The promise rests on grace:
by the saving love of Jesus Christ,
the wisdom and power of God,
your sins are ☩ forgiven, and God
remembers them no more.
Journey in the way of Jesus.
🅲 Amen.
GATHERING SONG: “God, Whose
Almighty Word” (ELW #673) vv.
1&4
1 God, whose almighty word
chaos and darkness heard
and took their flight:

🅲

And also with you.

KYRIE (ELW p. 203)
Have mercy on us, Lord,
and hear our solemn
prayer.
We come to hear your
living word; it saves us
from despair.
Have mercy on us, Christ,
and wash away our sin.
Pour out your grace and
make us whole that new
life may begin.

hear us, we humbly pray,
and where the gospel day
sheds not its glorious ray,
let there be light.
4 Holy and blessed three,
glorious Trinity,
Wisdom, Love, Might:
boundless as ocean's tide,
rolling in fullest pride,
through the earth, far and wide,
let there be light.
GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.

Have mercy on us, Lord,
make sin and shame
depart.
Renew us with your
saving power; create in us
new hearts!
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Holy God, heavenly Father,
in the waters of the flood you
saved the chosen, and in the
wilderness of temptation you
protected your Son from sin.
Renew us in the gift of baptism.
May your holy angels be with us,
that the wicked foe may have no
power over us, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
🅲 Amen.

Readings for Third Sunday in Lent
Exodus 20:1–7
God spoke all these words:
I am the LORD your God,
who brought you out of the land
of Egypt, out of the house of
slavery; you shall have no other
gods before me.
You shall not
make for yourself
an idol, whether in
the form of
anything that is in
heaven above, or
that is on the earth
beneath, or that is
in the water under
the earth. You shall
not bow down to
them or worship
them; for I the
LORD your God am
a jealous God,
punishing children
for the iniquity of
parents, to the third
and the fourth
generation of those
who reject me, but
showing steadfast
love to the
thousandth
generation of those
who love me and
keep my commandments.
You shall not make
wrongful use of the name of the
LORD your God, for the LORD will
not acquit anyone who misuses
his name.
Remember the sabbath day,
and keep it holy. Six days you
shall labor and do all your work.
But the seventh day is a sabbath
to the LORD your God; you shall
not do any work—you, your son
or your daughter, your male or
female slave, your livestock, or
the alien resident in your towns.
For in six days the LORD made
heaven and earth, the sea, and all
that is in them, but rested the
seventh day; therefore the LORD
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blessed the sabbath day and
consecrated it.
Honor your father and your
mother, so that your days may be
long in the land that the LORD
your God is giving you.
You shall not murder.
You shall not
commit adultery.
You shall not
steal.
You shall not
bear false witness
against your
neighbor.
You shall not
covet your
neighbor’s house;
you shall not covet
your neighbor’s
wife, or male or
female slave, or ox,
or donkey, or
anything that
belongs to your
neighbor.
Psalm 19
1The heavens
declare the glory of
God,
and the sky
proclaims its
maker’s handiwork.
2One day tells its tale to
another,
and one night imparts
knowledge to another.
3Although they have no words or
language,
and their voices are not
heard,
4their sound has gone out
into all lands, and their
message to the ends of the
world,
where God has pitched a
tent for the sun.
5It comes forth like a bridegroom
out of his chamber;
it rejoices like a champion to
run its course.

6It

goes forth from the
uttermost edge of the
heavens and runs about to
the end of it again;
nothing is hidden from
its burning heat.
7The teaching of the LORD is
perfect and revives the soul;
the testimony of the LORD is
sure and gives wisdom to the
simple.
8The statutes of the LORD are
just and rejoice the heart;
the commandment of
the LORD is clear and gives
light to the eyes.
9The fear of the LORD is clean
and endures forever;
the judgments of the LORD
are true and righteous altogether.
10More to be desired are they
than gold, more than much
fine gold,
sweeter far than honey,
than honey in the comb.
11By them also is your servant
enlightened,
and in keeping them there is
great reward.
12Who can detect one’s own
offenses?
Cleanse me from my
secret faults.
13Above all, keep your servant
from presumptuous sins; let
them not get dominion over me;
then shall I be whole and
sound, and innocent of a great
offense.
14Let the words of my mouth
and the meditation of my
heart be acceptable in your
sight,
O LORD, my strength and
my redeemer.
1 Corinthians 1:18–25
The message about the cross is
foolishness to those who are
perishing, but to us who are
being saved it is the power of
God. For it is written,

“I will destroy the wisdom of
the wise,
and the discernment of the
discerning I will thwart.”
Where is the one who is
wise? Where is the scribe? Where
is the debater of this age? Has
not God made foolish the wisdom
of the world? For since, in the
wisdom of God, the world did not
know God through wisdom, God
decided, through the foolishness
of our proclamation, to save
those who believe.
For Jews demand signs and
Greeks desire wisdom, but we
proclaim Christ crucified, a
stumbling block to Jews and
foolishness to Gentiles, but to
those who are the called, both
Jews and Greeks, Christ the
power of God and the wisdom of
God.
For God’s foolishness is
wiser than human wisdom, and
God’s weakness is stronger than
human strength.

LENTEN GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
(page 142)
Return to the Lord, your God,
for he is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger, and abounding in
steadfast love,
and abounding in steadfast love.

GOSPEL: John 2:13–22
The Passover of the Jews was
near, and Jesus went up to
Jerusalem. In the temple he
found people selling cattle,
sheep, and doves, and the money
changers seated at their tables.
Making a whip of cords, he
drove all of them out of the

temple, both the sheep and the
cattle. He also poured out the
coins of the money changers and
overturned their tables. He told
those who were selling the doves,
“Take these things out of here!
Stop making my Father’s house a
marketplace!”
His disciples remembered
that it was written, “Zeal for your
house will consume me.”
The Jews then said to him,
“What sign can you show us for
doing this?”
Jesus answered them,
“Destroy this temple, and in
three days I will raise it up.”
The Jews then said, “This
temple has been under
construction for forty-six years,
and will you raise it up in three
days?”
But he was speaking of the
temple of his body. After he was
raised from the dead, his
disciples remembered that he
had said this; and they believed
the scripture and the word that
Jesus had spoken.

Pastor Barker’s Sermon on John 2:13–22
Our faith tradition and
history, are full of stories of
people taking on symbolic one
person protests. Think of the
lone teenager Greta Thunberg
skipping school each Friday to sit
by herself in front of the
Parliment Building in Sweden,
demanding they pass sweeping
climate justice legislation. Or
Rosa Parks not giving up her seat
to a white passenger and moving
to the back of the bus. Or Martin
Luther nailing the 95 Theses to
the door of the Wittenberg
Church.
Our faith tradition has a
long history of this as well. The
prophet Nathan confronting King
David. The prophet Elijah
getting a prophetic battles with
the court prophets of King Ahab.
And probably most significantly,

the prophet Jeremiah doing all
sorts of one-person-propheticacts. Jeremiah smashed a pot in
front of the religious and political
leaders of his day, showing
judgment to come. Jeremiah put
an oxen yoke on himself, showing
the judgement to come.
Jesus today stands in this
tradition from the prophets, and
his cleansing of the Temple has
inspired countless others for the
last two thousand years.
Jesus finds the Temple
selling all sorts of sacrificial
animals. This is deeply
problematic for many reasons.
They are selling these sacrificial
animals in the part of the Temple
designated for non-Jews. In the
Temple there was a hierarchy of
who was allowed to go to what
part. The gentiles were already

only allowed to be in the outer
ring and there part of the Temple
has been turned into a
marketplace. So, what they are
doing is excluding all non-Jews.
The second problem is that
these merchants are fleecing the
people. The trade at the Temple
could only happen in certain
coins. So, people, who in the first
century were mainly living in
destitute poverty because of the
Roman occupation, found
themselves in the Temple, at the
mercy of money changers and
merchants of sacrificial animals.
The Temple sacrificial
system had become big business
and it was an exploitative
business. Think of your worst
stereotype of a used car
dealership.
Ê
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Jesus enters the scene and
overturns their tables, dumps out
their coins, and forces them all to
leave. Imagine if Jesus did this
at a Walmart or at your bank
branch. He goes in and dumps
out the contents of the cash
register, he forces all the workers
to leave.
This is incredibly bold and
disruptive.
Pastor Jim asked an
important question at our clergy
text study this week, “But did it
accomplish anything?”
Presumably, the next day
the money changers came back,
and the vendors selling sacrificial
animals came back, and people
had a story to tell about that time
a guy named Jesus came in and
chased them all out for an
afternoon. And, you can imagine
that they probably did have nice
things to say about him after
disrupting business like that.

So, at one level, the answer
to this question is no. And, we
could say this of other bold one
person protests as well. The day
after Greta Thunberg sat outside
of the Swedish Parliment instead
of going to school did anything
change? No. The same could be

said about Rosa Parks—the next
day the buses were still
segregated.
At a deeper level though,
what Jesus did that day forever
changed the world and God’s
people. In the other gospel
accounts, Jesus cleansed the
Temple on Palm Sunday and his
action in the Temple will be what
leads directly to his crucifixion.
When Jesus rises again, the
whole Temple and Sacrificial is
no longer necessary. Jesus’ body
becomes our sacrifice and the
Holy Spirit dwells inside of each
of us. This rendered the Temple
unnecessary for Jesus’ followers.
So, in a very powerful ways
Jesus’ action does permanently
cleanse the temple.
This gives us great courage
to be people who do bold
symbolic protest not knowing
what the outcome will be.
Amen.

Creed, Prayers, and Communion Liturgy
HYMN OF THE DAY: “Blessed Assurance” (ELW
#6381) vv. 1 & 3
1 Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine!
Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine!
Heir of salvation, purchase of God,
born of his Spirit, washed in his blood.
Refrain: This is my story, this is my song,
praising my Savior, all the day long:
this is my story, this is my song,
praising my Savior all the day long.
3
Perfect submission, all is at rest;
I in my Savior am happy and blest,
watching and waiting, looking above,
filled with his goodness, lost in his love. Refrain
APOSTLES’ CREED
With the whole church, let us confess our faith.

🅲

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son,
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried; he descended to the dead.
4
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On the third day he rose again; he ascended
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of
the Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
INTRODUCTION TO PRAYERS “Lord, Listen to
Your Children Praying” (ELW #752)
Lord, listen to your children praying,
Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying,
send us love, send us power, send us grace.

“Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying” by Ken Medema copyright ©
1973 Hope Publishing Co. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission
under OneLicence.net permit #A-733643

PRAYERS of INTERCESSION
Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly
for the church, the world, and all in need.
There is no God before you. Purify the faith of
your church, that your people place their trust in
nothing beside you. Your name is holy. Guide your

church, that in every situation your people’s words
and actions honor your name. Hear us, O God.
🅲 Your mercy is great.
The heavens declare your glory. Renew your
creation. Provide leaders in the struggle for clean air
and water; protect creatures and crops that rely on
healthy ecosystems; give all people the willingness
to repent when our way of life pollutes the earth and
skies. Hear us, O God.
🅲 Your mercy is great.
Your foolishness is wiser than human wisdom.
Fill leaders with the foolishness of your peace and
mercy. Your law defends the vulnerable. Work
through legislators, judicial systems, and systems of
law enforcement to protect the wellbeing and
freedom of all (especially…). Hear us, O God.
🅲 Your mercy is great.
Your weakness is stronger than human
strength. Protect those who are vulnerable and give
courage to all who are suffering especially:
•
the family and friends of Erin “Ducky” Brady
•
Doug Becker (son of Marlene Binninger)
•
Mary Andrews (Welcome Center volunteer
from St. Anthony’s)
•
Dawn Bench (Welcome Center volunteer)
•
Jackie Brichacek (Nancy’s sister-in-law)
•
Jean Boothe (Grace soup kitchen supervisor)
•
Hank Buehrens
•
Andrew Calvert
•
Pat Calvert
•
Barb Caputo
•
Holly Cummings
•
Eric Dangerfield (Carolyn Reynold’s
boyfriend)
•
Alyssa and Aaron Dell
•
Connie, mother of Welcome Center volunteer
Lynda Eirich
•
Gregory Foster
•
Steve Gapko
•
Shirleen Gulick
•
Aggie Hartnell (Bert Felland’s mother)
•
Sydney Houston
•
David & Jackie Kramer
•
David Kristopeit (Nancy’s brother-in-law)
•
Dorothy Keuffer
•
Dean O’Hanlon
•
Carolyn Reynold’s children Eddie, Santino,
and Lytosha
•
Cynthia Schwartz (Norma’s daughter)
•
Marcia Swanson
•
Joyce Swift
•
Helen Usinger
•
Linda Wadham

•
Florence and Jacqueline Walker (Carolyn’s
sisters)
•
Dottie Watts
•
Kristi Weiss (Rollie’s daughter),
Defend victims of crime and bring redemption to
those who have harmed others. Give sabbath rest to
all who labor. Hear us, O God.
🅲 Your mercy is great.
You call us to proclaim Christ crucified. Give
clarity to this congregation and our leaders, so that
we might follow Christ beyond our own habits and
comfort. Clear out anything in our common life that
would obscure the gospel or that serves our own
interests. Hear us, O God.
🅲 Your mercy is great.
Other intercessions may be offered here.
The cross of Christ is your power for all who
are being saved. Thank you for (Perpetua, Felicity,
and) all the martyrs whose witness reveals the
power of the cross. Give us the same trust in life and
in death. Hear us, O God.
🅲 Your mercy is great.
We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to
you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
🅲 Amen.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.

🅲

And also with you.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

MEAL
OFFERING. “We Give Thee but Thine Own” (ELW
#686)
1 We give thee but thine own,
whate’er the gift may be;
all that we have is thine alone,
a trust, O Lord, from thee.
OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
Faithful God, you walk beside us in desert
places, and you meet us in our hunger with bread
from heaven. Accompany us in this meal, that we
may pass over from death to life with Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.
🅲 Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING. SONG: “God Loved the
World” (ELW #323) vv. 1 & 5
1
God loved the world so that he gave
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his only Son the lost to save,
that all who would in him believe
should everlasting life receive.
5

All glory to the Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit, Three in One!
To you, O blessed Trinity,
be praise now and eternally!

DIALOGUE & PREFACE
The Lord be with you.

🅲

And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.

🅲

We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

🅲

It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we
should at all times and in all places give thanks and
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through
our Savior Jesus Christ. You call your people to
cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the
paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism,
we may come to the fullness of your grace.
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise
your name and join their unending hymn:
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 207)
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might:
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy God, our living Water and our merciful
Guide, together with rivers and seas, wells and
springs we bless and magnify you.
You led your people Israel through the desert,
and provided them water from the rock.
We praise you for Christ, our Rock and our
Water, who joined us in our desert, pouring out his
life for the world.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our
Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this
is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for
the remembrance of me.
6

Grace Notes

March 7, 2021

Remembering, therefore, his life, death, and
resurrection, we await your salvation for all this
thirsty world. Pour out your Spirit on this holy food
and on all the baptized gathered for this feast:
wash away our sin, that we may be revived for our
journey by the love of Christ.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy
Church, both now and forever.
🅲 Amen
LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach
us to pray.
🅲 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed
be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven:
Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Jesus draws the whole world to himself. Come
to this meal and be fed.
COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 154)
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
grant us peace, grant us peace.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
God of steadfast love, at this table you gather
your people into one body for the sake of the world.
Send us in the power of your Spirit, that our lives
bear witness to the love that has made us new in
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
🅲 Amen.

SENDING
BLESSING
You are what God made you to be: created in
Christ Jesus for good works, chosen as holy and
beloved, freed to serve your neighbor.
God bless you ☩ that you may be a blessing, in
the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity.

🅲

peace is there that knows no measure,
joys that through all time abide.

Amen.

SENDING SONG “In the Cross of Christ I Glory”
(ELW #324)
1 In the cross of Christ I glory,
towering o’er the wrecks of time.
All the light of sacred story
gathers round its head sublime.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news.

🅲

Thanks be to God.

Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg
Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission: annual permit
#SAS017083

4 Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure,
by the cross are sanctified;

Tune In to Lenten Midweek Worship, Daily Devotions
The Lutheran congregations of Kenosha offer
midweek worship services on line Wednesdays
during Lent. You can find them on
gracekenosha.com and on our Facebook page,
GraceElcaKenosha and watch them any time.
Pastor Barker and the Grace Welcome Center
are among the ministries that have contributed to
Outreach for Hope’s Lenten devotion series, “What
Does It Mean to Give?” The series features 40 video
reflections released Mondays through Saturdays
during Lent from 2021 Ministry Partners and staff.
You can sign up for a daily message, either text
or video, at https://outreachforhope.org/lentendevotions/. You can also follow @OutreachForHope
on Facebook for in-app notifications when new
video devotions are released, or download the whole
devotional booklet at once if you prefer.

Outreach for Hope sent out Pastor Barker’s
message on February 22; videos by Grace Welcome
Center’s Denise Russell and Leif Peterson are
scheduled on March 13 and 27.

Pastoral Acts
Funeral: Erin “Ducky” Lyn Brady, February 27,
2021

New Member Classes Continue
New member classes continue at 11:00 a.m on
Sundays through March 7.

Book Study on Prodigal Son Parable Continues
Our own
David
Underwood and
Rev. Barker are
leading a book
study on Henri

Nouwen’s The Return of the
Prodigal Son: A Story of
Homecoming. You can find links
to the book on amazon and
Barnes & Noble on our Facebook
page.

Our study continues this
Thursday and next. Please join
us on Zoom for this great
opportunity!

Grace Receipts: February 28, 2021
General offering ........................................... $ 626.00
Ash Wednesday .............................................. $ 35.00
Infant Moses Ministry .................................... $ 50.00
Welcome Center / Food pantry...................... $ 20.00
Non-member designated: Food pantry ....... $ 100.00
Amistad Cristiana building use ................... $ 800.00
Minus banking fees ........................................ $ (4.70)
Total .......................................................... $ 1,686.30
Grace weekly budget in 2021: $ 3,224.20

Notes: The weekly budget amount given here
was calculated by taking the total expenses in the
2021 budget, subtracting the Welcome Center salary
expense (which is reimbursed by the Welcome
Center) and dividing the result by 52.
Please remember you can contribute by mail,
or electronically through the “Donations” link at
GraceKenosha.com.
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Call Kenosha Community Health Center for Vaccinations
Kenosha Community Health Center (KCHC)
has a COVID-19 vaccination center. This
Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday we had over 600
doses ready for eligible individuals.
Those interested in receiving a COVID-19
vaccine, can complete a short survey to determine if
they are eligible at this time. Once complete, KCHC
will schedule the vaccine if they meet the current
criteria.

To fill out the survey, please visit:
https://www.kenoshachc.org/kchc-vaccinationeligibility-form/
If you have questions or trouble with the link,
you can call 262-771-1760 to set up your
appointment

Synod Assembly Slated April 30 to May 1
The Greater Milwaukee
Synod’s annual Assembly will be
held Friday evening, April 30 and
Saturday, May 1, 2021 on the
Zoom webinar platform with a
livestream viewing option for
non-voting guests and visitors.
Registration will open next week,
and the Synod office encourages
congreations to register their
voting members as soon as
possible. Due to the virtual
8
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platform and the need to handle
voting credentials, the deadline
for registrations is April 26.
The Assembly agenda
includes a worship service, open
to everyone. on Friday evening
followed by a short plenary
session in which we will share
information that will help things
flow smoothly on Saturday.
Saturday’s work will include
elections, action on the budget

and resolutions, reports from
Rev. Amy Reumann, ELCA
Director of Advocacy Ministries,
Bishop Paul Erickson, Vice
President Dr. Joyce Caldwell,
and several of synod ministries.
Elections will be held for
Synod Council, Consultation
Committee, and Churchwide
Assembly voting members.

Six Join Pastor Barker in Launching Fast for Climate Justice
The Kenosha 6 held a press
conference and rally at Grace
Lutheran Church Friday,
February 26, to announce a 22day fast for climate justice. Their
fast will start this Friday, March
5 to demand climate justice in
the 20021-23 Wisconsin state
budget.
The Kenosha 6 are Black
Underground Recycling founder
Justin Blake, former Kenosha
County Board Supervisor Joe
Cardinali, current County Board
Supervisor Andy Berg, WGKB
radio host Tory Lowe, peace
activist Jill Ferguson, and Rev.
Jonathan Barker, in partnership
with the Lutheran Office of
Public Policy Wisconsin
(LOPPW) and Leaders of
Kenosha.
Vaun Mayes has joined the
group as the seventh member of
the fast.
“My heart is full of hope,”
Rev. Barker said, “It’s been
amazing to see our diverse and
courageous group come together
over the last month. I know that

The Kenosha 7 sit down for one last meal before their fast

bold people working together can
win a livable future, familysustaining green jobs, clean
water to drink, and clean air to
breathe for our neighbors.”
From Friday, March 5
through Friday, March 26, the
Kenosha 7 plan events in

Kenosha and across the state,
including a rally at the state
capitol on Saturday, March 6 at
10:00 am. They have a medical
professional advising them on
their fast.

ELCA Disaster Response Mobilizes in Texas
Dear friends,
The last year has been full of changes and
challenges for all of us. Now we are again witnessing
a devastating disaster amid the ongoing pandemic.
As neighbors in Christ, we
have an opportunity to share
God’s hope, healing and
renewal with each other.
Beginning Feb. 14, a
polar vortex descended over
the United States.
Subfreezing temperatures
and heavy snow swept across
the country, impacting
millions of people. The harsh conditions severely
impacted Southern states, such as Texas, which lack
the infrastructure to handle the freezing
temperatures and record-setting snow and ice. This

has led to power, food and water shortages
throughout the region. At its peak, 4.5 million
homes and businesses in Texas were without power.
With bursting pipes and broken water systems,
around 10 million Texans are
facing water disruptions. As
temperatures rise, melting ice
and snow is expected to cause
more water damage.
Lutheran Disaster Response is
collaborating with the TexasLouisiana Gulf Coast Synod,
the Southwestern Texas Synod,
the Northern Texas-Northern
Louisiana Synod, and Lutheran Social Services
Disaster Response. Congregations are already
conducting relief efforts such as supplying water,
Ê Continued on back page
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Grace Lutheran Church
2006 60th Street
Kenosha, Wisconsin 53140-3893

https://www.GraceKenosha.com
Worship services livestreamed at www.facebook.com/GraceElcaKenosha/
Pastor Jonathan Barker: jonathan.w.barker17@gmail.com 626-864-6404
Church office: graceoffice@wi.rr.com 262-654-9143
Office hours: 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Tuesday through Friday

Lutheran Disaster Response in Texas
Ê Continued from page 9
food and generators to those in need and opening
their doors to serve as shelters. Long-term recovery
may include repairing water-damaged homes,
disaster case management and supporting
vulnerable populations.
Please give today.
Your gifts ensure that our
church will be able to
provide help and hope
for those whose lives
have been devastated by
the severe storms in
Texas. Gifts designated
for “U.S. Severe Storms” will be used entirely
(100%) for direct response.
You can give through Grace Lutheran Church,
or directly to Lutheran Disaster Response by visiting
www.ldr.org.
Together, we can help provide immediate and
long-lasting support for those whose lives have been
impacted by severe winter storms and subfreezing
temperatures in Texas. Doing this we reflect Christ’s
10
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light and hope to our neighbors in their time of
need. For updates on this and other disasters, follow
Lutheran Disaster Response on Facebook.

A Little Bird Told Us: Spring
Ahead Next Weekend
The robins,
goldfinches and
redwing blackbirds are
back in our area,
heralds and harbingers
of Daylight Saving
Time!
The birds remind
us to set our clocks
ahead one hour before
going to bed on
Saturday, March 13. And just to make sure that
we’ve done it right, they’ll be singing outside our
windows bright and early on Sunday, March 14.

