
 
February 21, 2021 

Gathering Liturgy for First Sunday in Lent  
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
P   Blessed be the Holy Trinity, 
☩ one God, the keeper of the 
covenant, the source of steadfast 
love, our rock and our redeemer. 
🅲 Amen 
P   God hears us when we cry, 
and draws us close in Jesus 
Christ. Let us return to the one 
who is full of compassion. 
 Fountain of living water, 
🅲 pour out your mercy 
over us. Our sin is heavy,  
and we long to be free. 
Rebuild what we have 
ruined and mend what we 
have torn. Wash us in your 
cleansing flood. Make us 
alive in the Spirit to follow 
in the way of Jesus, as 
healers and restorers of the 
world you so love. Amen. 
P   Beloved, God’s word never 
fails. The promise rests on grace: 
by the saving love of Jesus Christ, 
the wisdom and power of God, 
your sins are ☩ forgiven, and God 
remembers them no more. 
Journey in the way of Jesus. 
🅲  Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG: “A Mighty 
Fortress Is Our God” (ELW 
#504) vv. 1 & 4 

1 A mighty fortress is our God, 

a sword and shield victorious; 
he breaks the cruel oppressor's 

rod 
and wins salvation glorious. 

The old satanic foe 
has sworn to work us woe! 

With craft and dreadful might 
he arms himself to fight. 

On earth he has no equal. 

4 God’s Word forever shall 
abide, 

no thanks to foes, who fear it; 
for God himself fights by our 

side 
with weapons of the Spirit. 

Were they to take our house, 
goods, honor, child, or spouse, 

through life be wrenched away, 
they cannot win the day. 

The kingdom’s ours forever! 
 
GREETING 
P   The grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
🅲  And also with you. 
 
KYRIE (ELW p. 203) 

Have mercy on us, Lord, and 
hear our solemn prayer. 

We come to hear your living 
word; it saves us from despair. 
Have mercy on us, Christ, and 

wash away our sin. 
Pour out your grace and make 

us whole that new life may 
begin. 

Have mercy on us, Lord, make 
sin and shame depart. 

Renew us with your saving 
power; create in us new hearts! 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P   Let us pray.  
 Holy God, heavenly Father, 
in the waters of the flood you 
saved the chosen, and in the 
wilderness of temptation you 
protected your Son from sin. 
Renew us in the gift of baptism. 
May your holy angels be with us, 
that the wicked foe may have no 
power over us, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
🅲  Amen. 
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Readings for First Sunday in Lent 
 
Genesis 9:8–17 
God said to Noah and to his sons 
with him, “As for me, I am 
establishing my covenant with 
you and your descendants after 
you, and with every living 
creature that is with you, the 
birds, the domestic animals, and 
every animal of the earth with 
you, as many as came out of the 
ark.  
 “I establish my covenant 
with you, that never again shall 
all flesh be cut 
off by the 
waters of a 
flood, and never 
again shall 
there be a flood 
to destroy the 
earth.”  
 God said, 
“This is the sign of the covenant 
that I make between me and you 
and every living creature that is 
with you, for all future 
generations: I have set my bow in 
the clouds, and it shall be a sign 
of the covenant between me and 
the earth. 
 “When I bring clouds over 
the earth and the bow is seen in 
the clouds, I will remember my 
covenant that is between me and 
you and every living creature of 
all flesh; and the waters shall 
never again become a flood to 
destroy all flesh. 
 “When the bow is in the 
clouds, I will see it and 
remember the everlasting 
covenant between God and every 
living creature of all flesh that is 
on the earth.” 
 God said to Noah, “This is 
the sign of the covenant that I 
have established between me and 
all flesh that is on the earth.” 
 
Psalm 25:1–10 
 1To you, O LORD, 

I lift up my soul. 

2My God, I put my trust in 
you; let me not be put to 
shame, 
  nor let my enemies 
triumph over me. 

3Let none who look to you be put 
to shame; 
rather let those be put to 
shame who are treacherous. 

4Show me your ways, O 
LORD, 
and teach me your paths.  

5Lead me in your truth and teach 
me, 
for you are the God of 
my salvation; in you 
have I trusted all the 
day long. 
6Remember, O 
LORD, your 
compassion and 
love, 

  for they are from 
everlasting. 

7Remember not the sins of my 
youth and my transgressions; 
remember me according to 
your steadfast love and for the 
sake of your goodness, O 
LORD. 

8You are gracious and 
upright, O LORD; 

 therefore you teach 
sinners in your way.  

9You lead the lowly in justice 
and teach the lowly your way. 

10All your paths, O LORD, are 
steadfast love and 
faithfulness 
to those who keep your 
covenant and your 
testimonies. 

 
1 Peter 3:18–22 
Christ also suffered for sins once 
for all, the righteous for the 
unrighteous, in order to bring 
you to God. He was put to death 
in the flesh, but made alive in the 
spirit, in which also he went and 
made a proclamation to the 
spirits in prison, who in former 

times did not obey, when God 
waited patiently in the days of 
Noah, during the building of the 
ark, in which a few, that is, eight 
persons, were saved through 
water. 
 And baptism, which this 
prefigured, now saves you—not 
as a removal of dirt from the 
body, but as an appeal to God for 
a good conscience, through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ, who 
has gone into heaven and is at 
the right hand of God, with 
angels, authorities, and powers 
made subject to him. 
 
Setting 3 Lenten Gospel 
Acclamation (page 142) 
Return to the Lord, your 
God, for he is gracious and 
merciful, 
slow to anger, and 
abounding in steadfast love, 
and abounding in steadfast 
love. 
 
Gospel: Mark 1:9–15 
In those days Jesus came from 
Nazareth of Galilee and was 
baptized by John in the Jordan. 
And just as he was coming up out 
of the water, he saw the heavens 
torn apart and the Spirit 
descending like a dove on him. 
And a voice came from heaven, 
“You are my Son, the Beloved; 
with you I am well pleased.” 
 And the Spirit immediately 
drove him out into the 
wilderness. He was in the 
wilderness forty days, tempted by 
Satan; and he was with the wild 
beasts; and the angels waited on 
him. 
 Now after John was 
arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, 
proclaiming the good news of 
God, and saying, “The time is 
fulfilled, and the kingdom of God 
has come near; repent, and 
believe in the good news.” 
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Pastor Barker’s Sermon on Mark 1:9–15 
 
 Jesus being driven by the 
Holy Spirit into the wilderness 
for 40 days.  This is a passage we 
read the first Sunday of Lent 
every year and I’m sure is 
familiar to most of you. 
 For the first 
three and a half 
decades of my life, I 
was sure this 
passage was about 
Jesus’s divinity.  
Who other than the 
divine could 
withstand the 
temptations from 
the devil? 
 And not eating for forty 
days, again that seemed like 
something that the divine Jesus 
would be able to do but not the 
human Jesus. 
 All things considered, I 
understood this passage mainly 
explaining that Jesus was God’s 
son. 
 Now, I know that my 
understanding was deeply 
flawed, and probably heretical.  
But I won’t get into a 
Christological conversation here.   
 This passage is not about 
Jesus’s divinity as much as it is 
about his humanity. 
 And this changes how we 
understand this passage and how 
it changes our lives.  For if this is 
about Jesus’s divinity, this 
becomes a passage removed from 
us and symbolic.  We can say, 
“it’s great that Jesus did that—he 
is divine though so none of that is 
for me.”  But, if we say, Jesus 
who is both fully human and fully 
divine, went into the wilderness 
for 40 days of fasting and 
solitude it becomes something 
we can emulate, even if not for 
the full 40 days. 
 There are three key ways in 
which this 40 days in the 
wilderness formed Jesus.  The 
first element is solitude.  Jesus 

spends 40 days by himself and I 
would have to think that almost 
all of this time was in silence 
until the end when he confronts 
the devil. 
 In our world of social 

media, cell 
phones, and the 
like, I literally 
cannot imagine 
silence and not 
speaking for 40 
days.  But, I have 
gone on quarter-
day and half-day 
silent retreats 
many times. 

 What I have always 
experienced in those silent 
retreats is a wave of God’s voice.  
Usually in the first hour, my 
mind is wandering; I’m thinking 
about checking my email and text 
messages; but after that 
tremendous spiritual clarity.  We 
can’t say for certain how the 
silence shaped Jesus, but after 
this moment he has tremendous 
power in teaching and in action 
leading all the way to the cross. 
 The second aspect is that 
Jesus is in the wilderness.  I have 
never done anything near this 
intense as a 40 day nature escape 
of living in the wild.  I have 
camped for a week and gone on 
dozens of 10+ mile hikes.  So, 
just a small sample.  But, like 
with even small doses of a silent 
retreat, a very small dose of being 
in nature away from home has 
always had a big impact on me.  
Things that feel like a big deal in 
normal life have a way of melting 
away during a camping trip or 
long hike.   
 The third part, although not 
mentioned in Mark’s gospel, is 
that Jesus does not eat during 
the 40 days.  Now, for a very long 
time when I read this my 
stomach hurt just thinking about 
Jesus doing this.  I would read 

this and I felt like I needed to go 
get a cheeseburger to be okay.  
40 days without eating Jesus! 
 And, I know for many of us, 
when we think of long fasts that 
is what we think of—hunger, low 
energy, and maybe even wonder 
how is that possible. 
 But, that actually misses 
several huge parts of fasting.  
Fasting does several other key 
things.  First, while fasting you 
spend no time preparing food, no 
time eating, and no time using 
the restroom—this frees up a 
tremendous amount of time and 
mental energy.  While fasting you 
never have to wonder, “Is it 
almost dinner time?” or “15 
minutes more until my lunch 
break”.  Second, there is an 
intense mental and spiritual 
clarity that comes with fasting.  
And then third, fasting gives you 
a sense that what you once 
thought was impossible is 
possible.  
 So, when you add up that 
Jesus was silent, in the 
wilderness, and fasting for forty 
days, what becomes quite clear is 
this 40 days would have been an 
incredibly intense time of 
spiritual formation for Jesus.  
When you factor that into his 
baptism and receiving the Holy 
Spirit just before his time in the 
wilderness it starts to make sense 
how Jesus went from a worker to 
leading this powerful movement 
of healing and preaching. 
 And, once we realize that 
the 40 days of silence, 
wilderness, and fasting formed 
Jesus it invites us into those 
practices as well—although for 
most of us we won’t be able to do 
it with this type of intensity.  But, 
how during this Lent are we 
being invited into times of 
silence, times in the wilderness, 
and times of fasting. 
 Amen. 
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Creed, Prayers, and Communion Liturgy 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: “Eternal Lord of Love, Behold 
Your Church” (ELW #321) vv. 1 & 3 

1 Eternal Lord of love, behold your church 
walking once more the pilgrim way of Lent, 
led by your cloud by day, by night your fire, 

moved by your love and toward your presence 
bent: 

far off yet here—the goal of all desire. 

3 If dead in you, so in you we arise, 
you the firstborn of all the faithful dead; 

and as through stony ground the green shoots 
break, 

glorious in springtime dress of leaf and flower, 
so into life and glory shall we wake. 

Text © Thomas H. Cain.  
APOSTLES’ CREED 
P   With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
🅲  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, 
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended 
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 
catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
INTRODUCTION TO PRAYERS “Lord, Listen to 
Your Children Praying” (ELW #752) 

Lord, listen to your children praying, 
Lord, send your Spirit in this place; 

Lord, listen to your children praying, 
send us love, send us power, send us grace. 

“Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying” by Ken Medema copyright © 
1973 Hope Publishing Co. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission 
under OneLicence.net permit #A-733643 
 
PRAYERS 
P   Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly 
for the church, the world, and all in need. 
 In Jesus your realm has come near to us in 
every place and time. Give your church throughout 
the world a spirit of humility and repentance; teach 
us to trust always in the good news of your salvation. 
Hear us, O God. 
🅲  Your mercy is great. 

P   You have made a covenant of mercy with every 
living creature. Protect all the earth’s creatures from 
destruction (especially . . . here local environmental 
concerns may be named). Empower the work of 
biologists, conservationists, and science educators. 
Hear us, O God. 
🅲  Your mercy is great. 
P   All your paths are steadfast love and 
faithfulness. Direct the words and actions of leaders 
in our community and throughout the world, that 
they may maintain justice for the lowly. Hear us, O 
God. 
🅲  Your mercy is great. 
P   Even in the wilderness you are with us. Walk 
alongside migrants and refugees crossing dangerous 
lands. Tend to those whose lives feel desolate. Give 
healing and strength to all who suffer, especially: 
• the family and friends of Susan Suchy 
• Doug Becker (son of Marlene Binninger) 
• Mary Andrews (Welcome Center volunteer 
from St. Anthony’s) 
• Dawn Bench (Welcome Center volunteer) 
• Jackie Brichacek (Nancy’s sister-in-law) 
• Jean Boothe (Grace soup kitchen supervisor) 
• Hank Buehrens 
• Andrew Calvert 
• Pat Calvert 
• Barb Caputo 
• Holly Cummings 
• Eric Dangerfield (Carolyn Reynold’s 
boyfriend)  
• Alyssa and Aaron Dell 
• Connie, mother of Welcome Center volunteer 
Lynda Eirich 
• Gregory Foster 
• Steve Gapko 
• Shirleen Gulick 
• Aggie Hartnell (Bert Felland’s mother) 
• Sydney Houston 
• David & Jackie Kramer 
• David Kristopeit (Nancy’s brother-in-law) 
• Dorothy Keuffer 
• Dean O’Hanlon 
• Carolyn Reynold’s children Eddie, Santino, 
and Lytosha 
• Cynthia Schwartz (Norma’s daughter) 
• Marcia Swanson 
• Joyce Swift 
• Helen Usinger 
• Linda Wadham 
• Florence and Jacqueline Walker (Carolyn’s 
sisters) 
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• Dottie Watts  
• Kristi Weiss (Rollie’s daughter), 
Hear us, O God. 
🅲  Your mercy is great. 
P   In the covenant of baptism you claim us as 
beloved children. Nurture us in our baptismal 
identity and teach us to live within it for the sake of 
others. Strengthen this congregation’s ministries of 
care and concern (especially…). Hear us, O God. 
🅲 Your mercy is great. 
Other intercessions may be offered here. 
P   In baptism you join us to the death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. We praise you for all 
those who have died trusting in your faithfulness. 
Bring us with them to the fullness of your reign. 
Hear us, O God. 
🅲  Your mercy is great. 
P   We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to 
you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
🅲  Amen. 
 
PEACE 
P   The peace of Christ be with you always. 
🅲  And also with you. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

MEAL 
 
OFFERING. “We Give Thee but Thine Own” (ELW 
#686) 

1 We give thee but thine own, 
whate’er the gift may be; 

all that we have is thine alone, 
a trust, O Lord, from thee. 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
P   Let us pray. 
 God our provider, you have not fed us with 
bread alone, but with words of grace and life. Bless 
us and these your gifts, which we receive from your 
bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
🅲  Amen. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING. SONG “It Is Well with 
My Soul” (ELW #785) vv. 1 & 4 

1         When peace like a river attendeth my way, 
when sorrows like sea billows roll, 

whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say, 
it is well, it is well with my soul. 

Refrain: It is well (it is well) 
with my soul, (with my soul,) 

it is well, it is well with my soul. 
4       Lord, hasten the day when our faith shall be 

sight, 
the clouds be rolled back as a scroll, 

the trumpet shall sound and the Lord shall descend; 
even so it is well with my soul. Refrain 

 
DIALOGUE & PREFACE 
P   The Lord be with you. 
🅲  And also with you. 
P   Lift up your hearts. 
🅲  We lift them to the Lord. 
P   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
🅲  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P   It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we 
should at all times and in all places give thanks and 
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through 
our Savior Jesus Christ. You call your people to 
cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the 
paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, 
we may come to the fullness of your grace. 
 And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise 
your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 153) 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
Lord God of power and might: 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P   Holy God, our living Water and our merciful 
Guide, together with rivers and seas, wells and 
springs we bless and magnify you. 
 You led your people Israel through the desert, 
and provided them water from the rock. 
 We praise you for Christ, our Rock and our 
Water, who joined us in our desert, pouring out his 
life for the world. 
 In the night in which he was betrayed, our 
Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this 
is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for 
the remembrance of me. 



6 Grace Notes    February 21, 2021   
	

 Remembering, therefore, his life, death, and 
resurrection, we await your salvation for all this 
thirsty world. Pour out your Spirit on this holy food 
and on all the baptized gathered for this feast: 
wash away our sin, that we may be revived for our 
journey by the love of Christ. 
 Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy 
Church, both now and forever. 
🅲  Amen 
 
INVITATION TO LORD’S PRAYER 
P   Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us 
pray as Jesus taught us.  
 
LORD’S PRAYER  
🅲  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed 
be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven: 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P   Jesus draws the whole world to himself. Come 
to this meal and be fed. 
 
COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 154) 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
grant us peace, grant us peace. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P   Let us pray. 
 God of steadfast love, at this table you gather 
your people into one body for the sake of the world. 
Send us in the power of your Spirit, that our lives 
bear witness to the love that has made us new in 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
🅲  Amen. 
 
NOISY OFFERING 

SENDING 
 
BLESSING 
P   You are what God made you to be: created in 
Christ Jesus for good works, chosen as holy and 
beloved, freed to serve your neighbor. 
 God bless you ☩ that you may be a blessing, 
in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity. 
🅲  Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG “Amazing Grace” (ELW #779)  
1   Amazing grace! —how sweet the sound— 

that saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost, but now am found; 

Was blind, but now I see. 
5   When we’ve been there 10,000 years,  

 bright shining as the sun, 
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 

Than when we’d first begun. 
 
DISMISSAL 
P   Go in peace. Be the light of Christ. 
🅲  Thanks be to God. 
Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg 
Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission: annual permit 
#SAS017083 

Laurels to 2021 Church Council 
 
 Laurels to the 2021 Grace church council: 
President Dawn Houston, 
Vice President Bert 
Felland, Secretary Jarlene 
Kriehn, Treasurer Krisan 
Knapp, Dave Kramer 
(Property and Grounds), 
Gregory Foster 
(Outreach/Social 
Ministry), Dennis Eirich 
(Stewardship), Sydney 
Houston (Worship & Music) and Vivienne Clyne 

(Youth & Family). We also thank Linda Wadham for 
continuing work as Financial Secretary. 
 Laurels to Garriet Dreger for coming in this 
week to deal with a drain pipe that froze up and 
burst as a result of last week’s deep freeze. 
 

New Member Classes Continue 
 
 New member classes continue at 11:00 a.m on 
Sundays through March 7. For information, contact 
Pastor Barker or Paul in the church office.
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Book Study to Discuss Prodigal Son Parable 
 
 Our own 
David 
Underwood 
and Rev. 
Barker will 
lead a book 
study on Henri 

Nouwen’s The Return of the 
Prodigal Son: A Story of 
Homecoming.  Please buy the 
book and start reading. You can 
find links to the book on amazon 
and Barnes & Noble on our 
Facebook page. 

 Our study will start this 
Thursday, February 25 at 6:30 
p.m. and will continue the 
following three Thursdays.  
Please join us on Zoom for this 
great opportunity! 

 

Grace Receipts: February 14, 2021 
 
General offering  ........................................ $ 1,250.00 
Benevolence ................................................... $ 167.00 
Ash Wednesday ................................................ $ 5.00 
Christmas ....................................................... $ 10.00 
Infant Moses Ministry .................................... $ 10.00 
Welcome Center / Food pantry .................... $ 566.67 
Parking lot and building use .......................... $ 60.00 
Minus banking fees ....................................... $ (0.00) 
Total  ......................................................... $ 2,068.67  
Grace weekly budget in 2021: $ 3,224.20 
 

 Notes: The weekly budget amount given here 
was calculated by taking the total expenses in the 
2021 budget, subtracting the Welcome Center salary 
expense (which is reimbursed by the Welcome 
Center) and dividing the result by 52. 
 Please remember to mail in your offering 
checks to Grace if you are not worshiping here in 
person. You can also contribute electronically 
through the “Donations” link at GraceKenosha.com. 
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Grace Lutheran Church 
2006 60th Street 
Kenosha, Wisconsin 53140-3893 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
https://www.GraceKenosha.com 
Worship services livestreamed at www.facebook.com/GraceElcaKenosha/ 
Pastor Jonathan Barker: jonathan.w.barker17@gmail.com 626-864-6404 
Church office: graceoffice@wi.rr.com 262-654-9143 
Office hours: 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Tuesday through Friday 
 

Greater Milwaukee Synod Assigns 
Grace to South Conference 

 
 Action by a special synod assembly and the Synod 
Council has reorganized the synod into six conferences. 
These conferences replace the ten clusters set up when 
the Greater Milwaukee Synod was established. 
 Grace Lutheran Church has been assigned to the 
South Conference, which covers the cities of Kenosha 
and Racine, plus Cross Lutheran Church and Peace 
Lutheran Church in Burlington, Christ Lutheran Church 
in Salem, Journey in Faith in Mount Pleasant, and 
Messiah Lutheran Church in Twin Lakes. 
 Deans of the South Conference are Rev. Tom 
Smith of Trinity Lutheran Church in Kenosha, and Rev. 
Karen Pahl of Lutheran Church of the Resurrection in 
Racine. 
 
 
Grace Welcome Center food pantry had to close this 

Tuesday because of all the snow. When in doubt, 
check the GraceELCAkenosha or 

GraceWelcomeCenter pages on Facebook for up-to-
date information. 


