
 
February 14, 2021 

Gathering Liturgy for Transfiguration of Our Lord Sunday  
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
P   Blessed be the Holy Trinity, 
☩ one God, whose voice is upon 
the waters, whose mercy is 
poured out upon all people, 
whose goodness cascades over all 
creation. 
🅲 Amen 
P   Let us confess our sin, 
trusting in the abundant grace of 
God. 
 Holy God, 
🅲 you search us and know 
us. You are acquainted with 
all our ways. We confess 
that our hearts are 
burdened by sin—our own 
sins and the broken systems 
that bind us. We turn 
inward, failing to follow 
your outward way of love. 
We distrust those who are 
not like us. We exploit the 
earth and its resources 
and fail to consider 
generations to come. 
Forgive us, gracious God, 
for all we have done and left 
undone. Even before the 
words are on our tongues, 
you know them; receive 
them in your divine mercy. 
Amen. 
P   How vast is God’s grace! 
Through the power and promise 
of ☩ Christ Jesus, our sins are 

washed away and we are claimed 
as God’s own beloved. Indeed, we 
are forgiven. In the wake of God’s 
forgiveness, we are called to be 
the beloved community living out 
Christ’s justice and the Spirit’s 
reconciling peace. 
🅲  Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG: “Christ, 
Whose Glory Fills the Skies” 
(ELW #553) vv. 1 & 3 

1 Christ, whose glory fills the 
skies, 

Christ, the true and only light, 
Sun of righteousness, arise, 

triumph o’er the shades of night; 
Dayspring from on high, be 

near; 
Daystar, in my heart appear. 
3 Visit then this soul of mine, 

pierce the gloom of sin and grief; 
fill me, radiancy divine, 
scatter all my unbelief; 

more and more thyself display, 
shining to the perfect day. 

 
GREETING 
P   The grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
🅲  And also with you. 
 
GLORY TO GOD (ELW p. 148) 

P   Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to God’s people on 
earth. 
🅲  Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, 

we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, 
only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the 

world: have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand 

of the Father: receive our 
prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, with the Holy 

Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 

Amen. 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P   Let us pray.  
 Everlasting God, you give 
strength to the weak and power 
to the faint. Make us agents of 
your healing and wholeness, that 
your good news may be made 
known to the ends of your 
creation, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. 
🅲  Amen. 
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Readings for Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 
 
Isaiah 40:21–31 
Now when the LORD was about to 
take Elijah up to heaven by a 
whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha 
were on their way from Gilgal.  
 Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay 
here; for the LORD has sent me as 
far as Bethel.” 
 But Elisha said, “As the 
LORD lives, and as you yourself 
live, I will not leave you.”  
 So they went down to 
Bethel. The company of prophets 
who were in Bethel came out to 
Elisha, and said to him, “Do you 
know that today the LORD will 
take your master away from 
you?”  
 And he said, “Yes, I know; 
keep silent.” 
 Elijah said to him, “Elisha, 
stay here; for the LORD has sent 
me to Jericho.” 
 But he said, “As the Lord 
lives, and as you yourself live, I 
will not leave you” 
 So they came to Jericho. 
The company of prophets who 
were at Jericho drew near to 
Elisha, and said to him, “Do you 
know that today the LORD will 
take your master away from 
you?”  
 And he answered, “Yes, I 
know; be silent.” 
 Then Elijah said to him, 
“Stay here; for the LORD has sent 
me to the Jordan.” 
 But he said, “As the LORD 
lives, and as you yourself live, I 
will not leave you.” 
 So the two of them went on. 
Fifty men of the company of 
prophets also went, and stood at 
some distance from them, as they 
both were standing by the 
Jordan. Then Elijah took his 
mantle and rolled it up, and 
struck the water; the water was 
parted to the one side and to the 
other, until the two of them 
crossed on dry ground. 

 When they had crossed, 
Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me 
what I may do for you, before I 
am taken from you.” 
 Elisha said, “Please let me 
inherit a double share of your 
spirit.” 
 He responded, “You have 
asked a hard thing; yet, if you see 
me as I am being taken from you, 
it will be granted you; if not, it 
will not.” 
 As they continued walking 
and talking, a chariot of fire and 
horses of fire separated the two 
of them, and Elijah ascended in a 
whirlwind into heaven. Elisha 
kept watching and crying out, 
“Father, father! The chariots of 
Israel and its horsemen!” But 
when he could no longer see him, 
he grasped his own clothes and 
tore them in two pieces. 
 
Psalm 50:1–6 
 1The mighty one, God the LORD, 

has spoken; 
 calling the earth from the 
rising of the sun to its setting. 

2Out of Zion, perfect in its 
beauty, 
 God shines forth in 
glory. 

3Our God will come and will not 
keep silence; 
 with a consuming flame 
before, and round about a 
raging storm. 

4God calls the heavens and 
the earth from above 
 to witness the judgment 
of the people. 

5“Gather before me my loyal 
followers, 
 those who have made a 
covenant with me and sealed 
it with sacrifice.” 

6The heavens declare the 
rightness of God’s cause, 
 for it is God who is 
judge. 

 

2 Corinthians 4:3–6 
Even if our gospel is veiled, it is 
veiled to those who are perishing. 
In their case the god of this world 
has blinded the minds of the 
unbelievers, to keep them from 
seeing the light of the gospel of 
the glory of Christ, who is the 
image of God.  
 For we do not proclaim 
ourselves; we proclaim Jesus 
Christ as Lord and ourselves as 
your slaves for Jesus’ sake. For it 
is the God who said, “Let light 
shine out of darkness,” who has 
shone in our hearts to give the 
light of the knowledge of the 
glory of God in the face of Jesus 
Christ. 
 
Gospel: Mark 9:2–9 
Six days later, Jesus took with 
him Peter and James and John, 
and led them up a high mountain 
apart, by themselves. And he was 
transfigured before them, and his 
clothes became dazzling white, 
such as no one on earth could 
bleach them.  
 And there appeared to them 
Elijah with Moses, who were 
talking with Jesus.  
 Then Peter said to Jesus, 
“Rabbi, it is good for us to be 
here; let us make three dwellings, 
one for you, one for Moses, and 
one for Elijah.” He did not know 
what to say, for they were 
terrified.  
 Then a cloud overshadowed 
them, and from the cloud there 
came a voice, “This is my Son, 
the Beloved; listen to him!”  
 Suddenly when they looked 
around, they saw no one with 
them any more, but only Jesus. 
 As they were coming down 
the mountain, he ordered them 
to tell no one about what they 
had seen, until after the Son of 
Man had risen from the dead. 
 



Grace Notes    February 14, 2021   3 
		

Pastor Barker’s Sermon on Mark 9:2–9 
 
 I wonder if you have ever 
had a moment where God 
showed up for you at the perfect 
time?  Maybe it was through a 
phone call that you received at 
the perfect time offering prayers 
and support, maybe it was 
reading a specific Bible passage 
at the exact needed time or 
hearing a hymn or praise song at 
the perfect time.  Maybe it was a 
gift from a sibling in Christ that 
gave you the encouragement you 
needed to keep going. 
 I had a powerful experience 
like this back in December.  I had 
been feeling a calling to go on a 
long fast in 2021 for climate 
justice for a very long time.  But, 
the people who I thought were 
going to be of greatest help and 
support disappeared, and I had a 
moment where I was really 
feeling like maybe it was time to 
quit pursuing that path. 
 At that moment Patsy 
Callahan gave me a calendar that 
was all about climate justice in 
2021—if you’ve seen me on zoom 
calls it’s over my right shoulder.  
 As I flipped through the 
months, which each featured 
powerful images of climate 
justice advocates, I felt the small 
voice of God saying, “You are not 
alone.”  I was not alone because 
of my dear sibling in Christ Patsy 
supporting me with this 
wonderful gift.  I was not alone 
because there are passionate 
people throughout the world who 
have dedicated their lives to 
climate justice. 
 So, I kept going, and within 
two weeks of that God had 
brought a whole team of key 
supporters around me. 
 In our passage this morning 
we see Jesus powerfully reveal 
his true identity to Peter, James, 
and John.  Jesus leads them up a 
high mountain—reminiscent of 

Moses and Elijah going up 
mountains to meet God. 
 And, Jesus is transfigured.  
His clothes start to dazzle a 
bright white. 
 This also has a strong 
connection to Moses.  When God 
passes by Moses on the mountain 
it leads to Moses having to put a 
veil over his face because he is 
dazzling.  For Jesus, God does 
not pass by him; Jesus is God 
and starts to dazzle because of 
his own nature. 

 And Jesus speaks with 
Moses and Elijah.   
 This is a tremendously 
miraculous event, and Peter 
wants to stay. And truth be told, 
he is also terrified and felt like 
filling the void with some words, 
so he suggests that they make 
three dwellings for Jesus, Moses, 
and Elijah. 
 At that, a cloud descends 
upon them all and the very voice 
of God speaks saying, “This is my 
Son, the Beloved, listen to him!” 
 And then, everything goes 
back to normal and they head 
back down the mountain. 
 What God really brought to 
attention for me this week is how 
this Transfiguration fits into the 
broader gospel story and Lent.  

In Mark’s gospel, Jesus will be in 
Jerusalem in chapter 11.   
 The Transfiguration, and 
Peter’s declaration right before 
this that, Jesus, “is the Messiah” 
mark this tremendous turning 
point. 
 Before this the disciples 
and following Jesus seeing these 
tremendous miracles and hearing 
him teach.  Then, all of a sudden, 
Peter declares that Jesus is the 
Messiah and Jesus is 
transfigured, and very shortly 
Jesus is in Jerusalem and shortly 
after that crucified and raised. 
 What struck me is that this 
transfiguration moment must 
have been a moment that 
sustained Peter, James, and John 
in the turbulent times that were 
about to transpire. 
 I’ve often reflected on how 
utterly terrifying it would have 
been to follow Jesus to 
Jerusalem.  Everything about 
Jesus’s ministry points to the 
Jerusalem moment being one of 
conflict with the religious and 
civic leaders of his day.  Jesus 
himself has been talking about 
how he will be killed.  And there 
are revolutionary undertones to 
Jesus’s ministry.  As the disciples 
enter Jerusalem the expectation 
is revolution and if it fails the 
expectation is death. 
 And yet, there is this gift 
before all of this transpires.  
Jesus is transfigured.  Peter, 
James, and John are given this 
gift of certainty about who Jesus 
is. 
 And here at Grace we have 
an important call.  A call that is 
sometimes or maybe even often 
scary.  Yet, like these first 
disciples, I hope we will hang 
onto the ways that God has 
miraculously shown up in our 
lives to give us courage to keep 
going forward.    Ê 
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 I’ll close with a story from 
the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr.s’ life that I think helpfully 
illustrates this.  During the 
Montgomery Bus Boycott, the 
opening campaign of Dr. King’s 
life, the death threats were 
coming into his home at an 
unbelievable rate—as many as 40 
death threats a day over the 
telephone.  One night Dr. King 

came home late after an 
organizing meeting and one such 
call came in.   
 In that moment, his 
courage waned.  Dr. King prayed 
to God at the end of his strength 
and courage, and he heard God 
say to him, “Stand up for justice, 
stand up for truth; and God will 
be at your side forever.” 

 This was an experience of 
the Divine that Dr. King had 
never experienced before and it 
gave him the courage to face 
everything that was to come. 
 Let us deeply remember the 
times we have powerfully 
experienced God, and let that 
give us courage to go forward 
bravely with our calls. 
 Amen. 

Creed, Prayers, and Communion Liturgy 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: “How Good, Lord, to Be 
Here” (ELW #315) vv. 1 & 5 

1 How good, Lord, to be here! 
Your glory fills the night; 

your face and garments, like the sun, 
shine with unborrowed light. 
5 How good, Lord, to be here! 

Yet we may not remain; 
but since you bid us leave the mount, 

come with us to the plain.  

APOSTLES’ CREED 
P   With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
🅲  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, 
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended 
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 
catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
INTRODUCTION TO PRAYERS “Lord, Listen to 
Your Children Praying” (ELW #752) 

Lord, listen to your children praying, 
Lord, send your Spirit in this place; 

Lord, listen to your children praying, 
send us love, send us power, send us grace. 

“Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying” by Ken Medema copyright © 
1973 Hope Publishing Co. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission 
under OneLicence.net permit #A-733643 
 
PRAYERS 

P   Guided by Christ made known to the nations, 
let us offer our prayers for the church, the world, 
and all people in need. 
 For the gospel proclaimed in word and deed, 
for communities of faith far and near, and for all 
who show the face of Christ throughout the world, 
let us pray. 
🅲  Have mercy, O God. 
P   For creation: sun, moon and stars; life forming 
in the dark earth and ocean deep; mountains, clouds 
and storms, and creatures seen and unseen, and for 
the Holy Spirit’s guidance in our stewardship of 
God’s creation, let us pray. 
🅲  Have mercy, O God. 
P   For those responsible for safety and 
protection: for emergency responders and security 
guards, attorneys and advocates, civil servants and 
leaders of governments, that they witness to mercy 
and justice throughout the world, let us pray. 
🅲  Have mercy, O God. 
P   For all who suffer this day, especially: 
• Mary Andrews (Welcome Center volunteer 
from St. Anthony’s) 
• Dawn Bench (Welcome Center volunteer) 
• Jackie Brichacek (Nancy’s sister-in-law) 
• Jean Boothe (Grace soup kitchen supervisor) 
• Hank Buehrens 
• Andrew Calvert 
• Pat Calvert 
• Barb Caputo 
• Holly Cummings 
• Eric Dangerfield (Carolyn Reynold’s 
boyfriend)  
• Alyssa and Aaron Dell 
• Connie, mother of Welcome Center volunteer 
Lynda Eirich 
• Gregory Foster 
• Steve Gapko 
• Shirleen Gulick 
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• Sydney Houston 
• David & Jackie Kramer 
• David Kristopeit (Nancy’s 
brother-in-law) 
• Dorothy Keuffer 
• Dean O’Hanlon 
• Carolyn Reynold’s children Eddie, 
Santino, and Lytosha 
• Cynthia Schwartz (Norma’s 
daughter) 
• Marcia Swanson 
• Joyce Swift 
• Helen Usinger 
• Linda Wadham 
• Florence and Jacqueline Walker (Carolyn’s 
sisters) 
• Dottie Watts  
• Kristi Weiss (Rollie’s daughter), 
that Christ our healer transform sickness into 
health, loneliness into companionship, bereavement 
into consolation, and suffering into peace, let us 
pray. 
🅲  Have mercy, O God. 
P   For companions on life’s journey in this 
worshiping community, for loved ones who cannot 
be with us this day, and for guidance during 
struggles we face, that God’s glory is revealed 
around and among us, let us pray. 
🅲 Have mercy, O God. 
Other intercessions may be offered here. 
P   In thanksgiving for the faithful departed who 
now rest from their earthly pilgrimage (especially 
missionaries Cyril and Methodius), that their lives 
of service and prayer inspire us in our living, let us 
pray. 
🅲  Have mercy, O God. 
P   Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, 
spoken or silent, for the sake of the one who dwells 
among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. 
🅲  Amen. 
 
PEACE 
P   The peace of Christ be with you always. 
🅲  And also with you. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

MEAL 
 
OFFERING. “We Give Thee but Thine Own” (ELW 
#686) 

1 We give thee but thine own, 
whate’er the gift may be; 

all that we have is thine alone, 
a trust, O Lord, from thee. 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
P   Let us pray. 
 O God, receive these gifts as you 
receive us: like a mother receives her child, 
with arms open wide. Nourish us anew in 
your tender care, and empower us in 
faithful service to tend to others with this 

same love, through Jesus Christ, our saving grace. 
🅲  Amen. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING. SONG “Beautiful Savior” 
(ELW #838) vv. 1 & 4 

1         Beautiful Savior, King of creation, 
Son of God and Son of Man! 

Truly I’d love thee, truly I’d serve thee, 
light of my soul, my joy, my crown. 

4       Beautiful Savior, Lord of the nations, 
Son of God and Son of Man! 

Glory and honor, praise, adoration, 
now and forevermore be thine! 

 
DIALOGUE & PREFACE 
P   The Lord be with you. 
🅲  And also with you. 
P   Lift up your hearts. 
🅲  We lift them to the Lord. 
P   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
🅲  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P   It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we 
should at all times and in all places give thanks and 
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through 
our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame 
death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 
opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
 And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise 
your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 153) 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
Lord God of power and might: 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P   Almighty Lord, we praise your shining light, 
your glowing grace. From before the earth’s 



6 
Gra

Grace Notes    February 14, 2021   
	

foundation, you loved us and promised us life 
forever. 
 Within the earth’s deep sadness, we laud your 
great and glorious might. Despite our tears and 
sinning, we sing of the gladness of your mercy. 
 We praise your Son, our Morning Star.  
Christ is our diamond bright, our treasure dear.  
He is our living Savior who has ransomed us in love. 
He keeps us yours and fails us never—today, 
tomorrow, and every day. 
 On the night before his great salvation, he took 
bread and gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for 
the remembrance of me. 
 We call for your Spirit on us and this meal. 
Refresh our souls with this heavenly food, the body 
and blood of your Son. Nourish us as branches of 
your tree, and enlighten us with your undying flame. 
 We sing out to the Father, we ring out to the 
Son, we exult in the Spirit. Transport us in our 
yearning, and be for us the end and the beginning, 
our purest pleasure, our victorious crown, our 
never-ending love.  
 And so we pray and praise: Amen 
🅲  Amen 
 
INVITATION TO LORD’S PRAYER 
P   Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us 
pray as Jesus taught us.  
 
LORD’S PRAYER  
🅲  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed 
be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven: 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P   Beloved: here is bread; here is wine. Here is 
Jesus. Come and be fed. 
 
COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 154) 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

grant us peace, grant us peace. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P   Let us pray. 
 Christ Jesus, at this table we have feasted on 
your very life and are strengthened for our journey. 
Send us forth from this banquet nourished in body 
and in spirit to proclaim your good news and serve 
others in your name. 
🅲  Amen. 

SENDING 
 
BLESSING 
P   God the creator strengthen you; Jesus the 
beloved fill you; and the Holy Spirit the comforter ☩ 
keep you in peace. 
🅲  Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG “Shine, Jesus, Shine” (ELW #671)  
Refrain: Shine, Jesus, shine! Fill this land with the 
Father’s glory; 

Blaze, Spirit, blaze! Set our hearts on fire. 
Flow, river, flow! Flood the nations with grace and 

mercy; 
Send forth your Word, Lord, and let there be light! 

1 Lord, the light of your love is shining, 
in the midst of the darkness, shining; 

Jesus, light of the world, shine upon us, 
Set us free by the truth you now bring us. 

Shine on me, shine on me: Refrain. 
2   As we gaze on your kingly brightness,  
 So our faces display your likeness, 

Ever changing from glory to glory, 
Mirrored here, may our lives tell your story. 

Shine on me, shine on me: Refrain. 
Text © 1987 Make Way Music, admin. Music Services in the Western 
Hemisphere 
 
DISMISSAL 
P   Go in peace. Be the light of Christ. 
🅲  Thanks be to God. 
Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg 
Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission: annual permit 
#SAS017083 
Thanksgiving at the Table From Pray, Praise, and Give Thanks: A 
Collection of Litanies, Laments, and Thanksgivings at Font and Table 
by Gail Ramshaw, copyright © 2017 Augsburg Fortress. All rights 
reserved. Reproduced by permission.” 
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Ash Wednesday Liturgy 
 
Greeting 
P   The Lord be with you. 
🅲  And also with you. 
 
Gathering Song: The Glory 
of These Forty Days (ELW 
#320) 

1 The glory of these forty days 
we celebrate with songs of 

praise; 
for Christ, through whom all 

things were made, 
himself has fasted and has 

prayed. 
4 Then grant, O God, that we 

may, too, 
return in fast and prayer to you. 
Our spirits strengthen with your 

grace, 
and give us joy to see your face. 

 
Prayer of the Day 
P   Let us pray.  
 Almighty and ever-living 
God, you hate nothing you have 
made, and you forgive the sins of 
all who are penitent. Create in us 
new and honest hearts, so that, 
truly repenting of our sins, we 
may receive from you, the God of 
all mercy, full pardon and 
forgiveness through your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 
🅲  Amen. 
 

WORD 
 
First Reading: Joel 2:1–2, 
12–17 
A reading from Joel. 
Blow the trumpet in Zion; 
 sound the alarm on my holy 
mountain! 
 Let all the inhabitants of the 
land tremble, 
 for the day of the LORD is 
coming, it is near— 
a day of darkness and gloom, 

 a day of clouds and thick 
darkness! 
 Like blackness spread upon the 
mountains 
 a great and powerful army 
comes; 
 their like has never been from 
of old, 
 nor will be again after them 
 in ages to come. … 
Yet even now, says the LORD, 
 return to me with all your 
heart, 
 with fasting, with weeping, and 
with mourning; 
rend your hearts and not your 
clothing. 
 Return to the LORD, your God, 
 for he is gracious and merciful, 
 slow to anger, and abounding 
in steadfast love, 
 and relents from punishing. 
Who knows whether he will not 
turn and relent, 
 and leave a blessing behind 
him, 
 a grain offering and a drink 
offering 
 for the LORD, your God? 
Blow the trumpet in Zion; 
 sanctify a fast; 
 call a solemn assembly; 
gather the people. 
 Sanctify the congregation; 
 assemble the aged; 
 gather the children, 
 even infants at the breast. 
 Let the bridegroom leave his 
room, 
 and the bride her canopy. 
7Between the vestibule and the 
altar 
 let the priests, the ministers of 
the Lord, weep. 
 Let them say, “Spare your 
people, O Lord, 
 and do not make your heritage 
a mockery, 
 a byword among the nations. 
 Why should it be said among 
the peoples, 
 ‘Where is their God?’ ” 

Psalm: Psalm 51:1-17 
1Have mercy on me, O God, 
according to your steadfast love; 
 in your great compassion blot 
out my offenses. 
2Wash me through and 
through from my 
wickedness, 
 and cleanse me from my 
sin. 
3For I know my offenses, 
 and my sin is ever before me. 
4Against you only have I 
sinned and done what is evil 
in your sight; 
 so you are justified when 
you speak and right in your 
judgment.  
5Indeed, I was born steeped in 
wickedness, 
 a sinner from my mother’s 
womb. 
6Indeed, you delight in truth 
deep within me, 
 and would have me know 
wisdom deep within. 
7Remove my sins with hyssop, 
and I shall be clean; 
 wash me, and I shall be purer 
than snow. 
8Let me hear joy and 
gladness; 
 that the body you have 
broken may rejoice.  
9Hide your face from my sins, 
 and blot out all my wickedness. 
10Create in me a clean heart, 
O God, 
 and renew a right spirit 
within me. 
11Cast me not away from your 
presence, 
 and take not your Holy Spirit 
from me. 
12Restore to me the joy of 
your salvation 
 and sustain me with your 
bountiful Spirit.  
13Let me teach your ways to 
offenders, 
 and sinners shall be restored to 
you. 



8 
Gra

Grace Notes    February 14, 2021   
	

14Rescue me from 
bloodshed, O God of my 
salvation, 
 and my tongue shall sing 
of your righteousness. 
15O LORD, Open my lips, 
 and my mouth shall proclaim 
your praise. 
16For you take no delight in 
sacrifice, or I would give it. 
 You are not pleased with 
burnt offering. 
17The sacrifice of God is a 
troubled spirit; 
 a troubled and broken heart, O 
God, you will not despise.  
 
2 Corinthians 5:20b—6:10 
We entreat you on behalf of 
Christ, be reconciled to God. For 
our sake he made him to be sin 
who knew no sin, so that in him 
we might become the 
righteousness of God. 
 6:1As we work together with 
him, we urge you also not to 
accept the grace of God in vain. 
For he says,  
 “At an acceptable time I have 
listened to you, 
  and on a day of salvation I 
have helped you.” 
 See, now is the acceptable 
time; see, now is the day of 
salvation! We are putting no 
obstacle in anyone’s way, so that 
no fault may be found with our 
ministry, but as servants of God 
we have commended ourselves in 
every way: through great 
endurance, in afflictions, 
hardships, calamities, beatings, 
imprisonments, riots, labors, 
sleepless nights, hunger; by 
purity, knowledge, patience, 
kindness, holiness of spirit, 
genuine love, truthful speech, 
and the power of God; with the 
weapons of righteousness for the 
right hand and for the left; in 
honor and dishonor, in ill repute 
and good repute.  
 We are treated as 
impostors, and yet are true; as 
unknown, and yet are well 

known; as dying, and see—we are 
alive; as punished, and yet not 
killed; as sorrowful, yet always 
rejoicing; as poor, yet making 
many rich; as having nothing, 
and yet possessing everything. 
 
Gospel Acclamation  
Return to the Lord, your God, 
for he is gracious and merciful, 
slow to anger, and abounding in 
steadfast love, 
and abounding in steadfast love. 
 
Gospel: Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 
Jesus said to the disciples: 
1“Beware of practicing your piety 
before others in order to be seen 
by them; for then you have no 
reward from your Father in 
heaven. 
 “So whenever you give 
alms, do not sound a trumpet 
before you, as the hypocrites do 
in the synagogues and in the 
streets, so that they may be 
praised by others. Truly I tell 
you, they have received their 
reward. But when you give alms, 
do not let your left hand know 
what your right hand is doing, so 
that your alms may be done in 
secret; and your Father who sees 
in secret will reward you.  
 “And whenever you pray, 
do not be like the hypocrites; for 
they love to stand and pray in the 
synagogues and at the street 
corners, so that they may be seen 
by others. Truly I tell you, they 
have received their reward. But 
whenever you pray, go into your 
room and shut the door and pray 
to your Father who is in secret; 
and your Father who sees in 
secret will reward you. … 
  16“And whenever you fast, do 
not look dismal, like the 
hypocrites, for they disfigure 
their faces so as to show others 
that they are fasting. Truly I tell 
you, they have received their 
reward. But when you fast, put 
oil on your head and wash your 
face, so that your fasting may be 

seen not by others but by your 
Father who is in secret; and your 
Father who sees in secret will 
reward you. 
 “Do not store up for 
yourselves treasures on earth, 
where moth and rust consume 
and where thieves break in and 
steal; but store up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, where 
neither moth nor rust consumes 
and where thieves do not break 
in and steal. For where your 
treasure is, there your heart will 
be also.” 
 
Sermon 
 
Hymn of the Day: Softly and 
Tenderly Jesus Is 
Calling (ELW #608) 

1 Softly and tenderly Jesus is 
calling, 

calling for you and for me. 
See, on the portals he’s waiting 

and watching, 
watching for you and for me. 
Refrain: “Come home, (Come 

home,) 
come home! (come home!) 
You who are weary, come 

home.” 
Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is 

calling, 
calling, “O sinner, come home!” 
3 Oh, for the wonderful love he 

has promised, 
promised for you and for me! 

Though we have sinned, he has 
mercy and pardon, 

pardon for you and for me. 
Refrain 

 
Invitation to Lent (ELW p. 
252) 
P   Friends in Christ, today 
with the whole church we enter 
the time of remembering Jesus’ 
passover from death to life, and 
our life in Christ is renewed. 
 We begin this holy season 
by acknowledging our need for 
repentance and for God’s mercy. 
We are created to experience joy 
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in communion with God, to love 
one another, and to live in 
harmony with creation. But our 
sinful rebellion separates us from 
God, our neighbors, and creation, 
so that we do not enjoy the life 
our creator intended. 
 As disciples of Jesus, we are 
called to a discipline that 
contends against evil and resists 
whatever leads us away from love 
of God and neighbor. I invite you, 
therefore, to the discipline of 
Lent—self-examination and 
repentance, prayer and fasting, 
sacrificial giving and works of 
love—strengthened by the gifts of 
word and sacrament. Let us 
continue our journey through 
these forty days to the great 
Three Days of Jesus’ death and 
resurrection. 
 
Confession of Sin 
P   Let us confess our sin in the 
presence of God and of one 
another. 
 Most holy and merciful 
God, 
🅲  we confess to you and 
to one another, and before 
the whole company of 
heaven, that we have sinned 
by our fault, by our own 
fault, by our own most 
grievous fault, in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we 
have done and by what we 
have left undone. 
P   We have not loved you with 
our whole heart, and mind, and 
strength. We have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. We have 
not forgiven others as we have 
been forgiven. 
🅲  Have mercy on us, O 
God. 
P   We have shut our ears to 
your call to serve as Christ served 
us. We have not been true to the 
mind of Christ. We have grieved 
your Holy Spirit. 
🅲  Have mercy on us, O 
God. 

P   Our past unfaithfulness, the 
pride, envy, hypocrisy, and 
apathy that have infected our 
lives, we confess to you. 
🅲  Have mercy on us, O 
God. 
P   Our self-indulgent 
appetites and ways, and our 
exploitation of other people, we 
confess to you. 
🅲  Have mercy on us, O 
God. 
P   Our negligence in prayer 
and worship, and our failure to 
share the faith that is in us, we 
confess to you. 
🅲  Have mercy on us, O 
God. 
P   Our neglect of human need 
and suffering, and our 
indifference to injustice and 
cruelty, we confess to you. 
🅲  Have mercy on us, O 
God. 
P   Our false judgments, our 
uncharitable thoughts toward 
our neighbors, and our prejudice 
and contempt toward those who 
differ from us, we confess to you. 
🅲  Have mercy on us, O 
God. 
P   Our waste and pollution of 
your creation, and our lack of 
concern for those who come after 
us, we confess to you. 
🅲  Have mercy on us, O 
God. 
P   Restore us, O God, and let 
your anger depart from us. 
🅲  Hear us, O God, for 
your mercy is great. 
 
Hymn: Chief of Sinners 
Though I Be (ELW #609) 

1 Chief of sinners though I be, 
Jesus shed his blood for me, 

died that I might live on high, 
lives that I might never die. 
As the branch is to the vine, 

I am his, and he is mine. 
5 O my Savior, help afford 

by your Spirit and your word! 

When my wayward heart would 
stray, 

keep me in the narrow way; 
grace in time of need supply 
while I live and when I die. 

 
Imposition of Ashes (ELW p. 
254) 
P   Almighty God, you have 
created us out of the dust of the 
earth. May these ashes be a sign 
of our mortality and penitence, 
reminding us that only by the 
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ are 
we given eternal life; through the 
same Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. 
🅲  Amen. 
P   Remember that you are 
dust, and to dust you shall 
return. Accomplish in us, O God, 
the work of your salvation, 
🅲  that we may show forth 
your glory in the world. 
P   By the cross and passion of 
your Son, our Savior, 
🅲  bring us with all your 
saints to the joy of his 
resurrection. 
P   Almighty God have mercy 
on us, forgive us all our sins 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen us in all goodness, 
and by the power of the Holy 
Spirit keep us in eternal life. 
🅲  Amen. 
 

Lord, Listen To Your 
Children Praying (ELW #752) 

Lord, listen to your children 
praying, 

Lord, send your Spirit in this 
place; 

Lord, listen to your children 
praying, 

send us love, send us power, 
send us grace. 

“Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying” by 
Ken Medema copyright © 1973 Hope 
Publishing Co. All rights reserved. Reprinted 
by permission under OneLicence.net permit 
#A-733643 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
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P   Relying on the promises of 
God, we pray boldly for the 
church, the world, and all in 
need. 
O God, you call your church to be 
ministers of reconciliation 
throughout the world. Inspire 
your church in its proclamation 
of the gospel and guide its 
ministries to build up the body of 
Christ. Lord, in your mercy, 
🅲  hear our prayer. 
P   O God, you created the 
earth and all its inhabitants and 
you declared that it is good. 
Protect mountains and valleys, 
animals and plants, and direct us 
to be good stewards of all you 
have made. Lord, in your mercy, 
🅲  hear our prayer. 
P   O God, you desire peace. 
Direct governments and leaders 
to work for the well-being of all 
people and raise up advocates to 
speak and serve on behalf of the 
downtrodden. Lord, in your 
mercy. 
🅲  hear our prayer. 
P   O God, you are our hope in 
the midst of despair, our help in 
the midst of sorrow, and our 
consolation in the midst of 
affliction. Grant comfort to all 
who suffer in body, mind, or 
spirit especially:  
• Mary Andrews (Welcome 
Center volunteer from St. 
Anthony’s) 
• Dawn Bench (Welcome 
Center volunteer) 
• Jackie Brichacek (Nancy’s 
sister-in-law) 
• Jean Boothe (Grace soup 
kitchen supervisor) 
• Hank Buehrens 
• Andrew Calvert 
• Pat Calvert 
• Barb Caputo 
• Holly Cummings 
• Eric Dangerfield (Carolyn 
Reynold’s boyfriend)  
• Alyssa and Aaron Dell 
• Connie, mother of Welcome 
Center volunteer Lynda Eirich 

• Gregory Foster 
• Steve Gapko 
• Shirleen Gulick 
• Sydney Houston 
• David & Jackie Kramer 
• David Kristopeit (Nancy’s 
brother-in-law) 
• Dorothy Keuffer 
• Dean O’Hanlon 
• Carolyn Reynold’s children 
Eddie, Santino, and Lytosha 
• Cynthia Schwartz (Norma’s 
daughter) 
• Marcia Swanson 
• Joyce Swift 
• Helen Usinger 
• Linda Wadham 
• Florence and Jacqueline 
Walker (Carolyn’s sisters) 
• Dottie Watts  
• Kristi Weiss (Rollie’s 
daughter), 
and support caregivers who 
attend to all in need. Lord, in 
your mercy, 
🅲  hear our prayer. 
P   O God, you are love, and 
you call us to love one another. 
Accompany with your grace 
those journeying toward baptism 
and call us all to repentance as 
we prepare to celebrate Christ’s 
death and resurrection. Lord, in 
your mercy, 
🅲  hear our prayer. 
P   O God, you are our life and 
our salvation. We give you thanks 
for the righteous who have died 
in faith. Inspire us by their 
example to proclaim your 
steadfast love. Lord, in your 
mercy, 
🅲  hear our prayer. 
P   We entrust ourselves and 
all our prayers to you, O faithful 
God, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
🅲  Amen. 
 

MEAL 
 
Offering We Give Thee but 
Thine Own (ELW #686) 

 1 We give thee but thine own, 
whate’er the gift may be; 
all that we have is thine alone, 
a trust, O Lord, from thee. 
 
Offering Prayer 
P   Faithful God, you walk 
beside us in desert places, and 
you meet us in our hunger with 
bread from  heaven. Accompany 
us in this meal, that we may pass 
over from death to life with Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
🅲  Amen. 
 
Great Thanksgiving. 
Dialogue and Preface 
P   The Lord be with you. 
🅲  And also with you. 
P   Lift up your hearts. 
🅲  We lift them to the 
Lord. 
P   Let us give thanks to the 
Lord our God. 
🅲  It is right to give our 
thanks and praise. 
P   It is indeed right, our duty 
and our joy, that we should at all 
times and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you, 
almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
 You call your people to 
cleanse their hearts and prepare 
with joy for the paschal feast, 
that, renewed in the gift of 
baptism, we may come to the 
fullness of your grace. 
 And so, with all the choirs 
of angels, with the church on 
earth and the hosts of heaven, we 
praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of 

your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in 
the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest, 



Grace Notes    February 14, 2021   11 
	

hosanna in the highest. 
 
Thanksgiving at the Table 
P   Blessed are you, O God of 
the universe. Your mercy is 
everlasting and your faithfulness 
endures from age to age. 
 Praise to you for creating 
the heavens and the earth. 
 Praise to you for saving the 
earth from the waters of the 
flood. 
 Praise to you for bringing 
the Israelites safely through the 
sea. 
 Praise to you for leading 
your people through the 
wilderness to the land of milk 
and honey. 
 Praise to you for the words 
and deeds of Jesus, your 
anointed one. 
 Praise to you for the death 
and resurrection of Christ. 
 Praise to you for your Spirit 
poured out on all nations. 
 In the night in which he 
was betrayed, our Lord Jesus 
took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples, saying: Take and eat; 
this is my body, given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 Again, after supper, he took 
the cup, gave thanks, and gave it 
for all to drink, saying: This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 
 With this bread and cup we 
remember our Lord’s passover 
from death to life as we proclaim 
the mystery of faith: 
🅲  Christ has died. Christ 
is risen. Christ will come 
again. 
P   O God of resurrection and 
new life: Pour out your Holy 
Spirit on us and on these gifts of 
bread and wine. 
Bless this feast. Grace our table 
with your presence.  
🅲  Come, Holy Spirit. 

P   Reveal yourself to us in the 
breaking of the bread. Raise us 
up as the body of Christ for the 
world. Breathe new life into us. 
Send us forth, burning with 
justice, peace, and love. 
🅲  Come, Holy Spirit. 
P   With  name/s and  your 
holy ones of all times and places, 
with the earth and all its 
creatures, with sun and moon 
and stars, we praise you, O God, 
blessed and holy Trinity, now 
and forever. 
🅲  Amen. 

 
Lord’s Prayer 
P   Gathered into one by the 
Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus 
taught us. 
🅲  Our Father, who art in 
heaven, hallowed be thy 
name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as 
it is in heaven: 
 Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. 
 For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever and 
ever. Amen. 
 
Invitation to Communion 
P   Jesus draws the whole 
world to himself. Come to this 
meal and be fed. 
 
Communion song Lamb of 
God: Your Only Son (ELW 
#336) 

1 Your only Son, no sin to hide, 

But you have sent him from your 
side 

To walk upon this guilty sod 
And to become the Lamb of God. 
Refrain: O Lamb of God, sweet 

Lamb of God, I love the holy 
Lamb of God. 

Oh, wash me in your precious 
blood, my Jesus Christ, the Lamb 

of God. 
3 I was so lost, I should have 

died, 
But you have brought me to your 

side 
To be led by your staff and rod 
And to be called a lamb of God. 

Refrain 
Text © 1985 Straightway Music/Mountain 
Spring Music.  
 
Prayer (ELW p. 254) 
P   Let us pray. 
 Merciful God, accompany 
our journey through these forty 
days. Renew us in the gift of 
baptism, that we may provide for 
those who are poor, pray for 
those in need, fast from self-
indulgence, and above all that we 
may find our treasure in the life 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
🅲  Amen. 
 

SENDING 
 
Sending song:  Jesus, I Will 
Ponder Now (ELW #345) 

1 Jesus, I will ponder now 
on your holy passion; 

let your Spirit now endow 
me for meditation. 

Grant that I in love and faith 
may the image cherish 

of your suffering, pain, and 
death, 

that I may not perish. 
4 Let me view your pain and loss 

with repentant grieving, 
nor prepare again your cross 

by unholy living. 
May I give you love for love! 



12 Grace Notes    February 14, 2021   
	

Hear me, O my Savior, 
that I may in heaven above 

sing your praise forever. 
 
Blessing (ELW p. 255) 
P   Almighty God, Father, ☩ 
Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you 
now and forever. 

🅲  Amen. 
 
Dismissal  
P   Go forth into the world to 
serve God with gladness; be of 
good courage; hold fast to that 
which is good; render to no one 
evil for evil; strengthen the 

fainthearted; support the weak; 
help the afflicted; honor all 
people; love and serve God, 
rejoicing in the power of the Holy 
Spirit. 
🅲  Thanks be to God. 
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 
2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
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Ash Wednesday Worship, Live or by Video 
 
 Grace invites 
you to center yourself 
for the start of the 
Lenten season on Ash 
Wednesday, February 
17. You may join us 
live on Facebook at 
1:00 p.m., or tune in 

on either our Facebook page or at 
www.gracekenosha.com any time thereafter. 
 

New Member Classes Begin 
 
 Pastor Barker will lead new member classes 
at 11:00 a.m on Sundays, February 14 through 
March 7. 

 

Congregation Approves 2021 Budget 
 
 Grace Lutheran Church held its annual 
congregational meeting on Sunday, February 7. 
Members participating by Zoom approved the 2021 
submitted by church council, and reelected the 
current council members for another one-year term. 

 We thank Dawn Houston, Bert Felland, 
Jarlene Kriehn, Joyce Swift, Krisan Knapp, Dean 
O’Hanlon, Dave Kramer, Gregory Foster, Dennis 
Eirich, Sydney Houston and Vivienne Clyne for their 
service on council in 2020. We also thank Linda 
Wadham for her work as Financial Secretary. 

  

Book Study Digs into Prodigal Son Parable 
 
 Our own 
David 
Underwood 
and Rev. 
Barker will 
lead a book 
study on Henri 

Nouwen’s The Return of the 
Prodigal Son: A Story of 
Homecoming.  Please buy the 
book and start reading. You can 
find links to the book on amazon 
and Barnes & Noble on our 
Facebook page. 

 Our study will be in four 
parts starting Thursday, 
February 25 at 6:30 p.m. and will 
continue the following three 
Thursdays.  Please join us on 
Zoom for this great opportunity! 

 

Grace Receipts: February 7, 2021 
 
General offering  ........................................ $ 1,940.00 
Benevolence .................................................... $ 30.00 
Ash Wednesday .............................................. $ 25.00 
Infant Moses Ministry ................................... $ 191.00 
Welcome Center / Food pantry ...................... $ 30.00 
Non-member contributions: 
 Non-designated ................................... $ 165.00 
Non-designated via Thrivent Choice ........... $ 297.00 
Memorial for Rick Meyer; non-designated $ 200.00 
Aluminum recycling ..................................... $ 138.17 
Minus banking fees ....................................... $ (0.00) 
Total  .......................................................... $ 3,016.17  
Grace weekly budget in 2020: $2,943.20 
 
 Notes: $81.00 of the amount designated for 
Infant Moses was received through Thrivent Choice. 

 Please remember to mail in your offering 
checks to Grace if you are not worshiping here in 
person. You can also contribute electronically 
through the “Donations” link at GraceKenosha.com. 
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Worship services livestreamed at www.facebook.com/GraceElcaKenosha/ 
Pastor Jonathan Barker: jonathan.w.barker17@gmail.com 626-864-6404 
Church office: graceoffice@wi.rr.com 262-654-9143 
Office hours: 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Tuesday through Friday 
 

 


