January 24, 2021

Gathering Liturgy for Third Sunday after Epiphany
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
(ELW p. 94)
In the name of the Father,
and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.
🅲 Amen
Almighty God, to whom all
hearts are open, all desires
known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: cleanse the
thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you
and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our
Lord.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the
presence of God and of one
another.
Gracious God,
have mercy on us. We
confess that we have turned
from you and given
ourselves into the power of
sin. We are truly sorry and
humbly repent. In your
compassion forgive us our
sins, known and unknown,
things we have done and
things we have failed to do.
Turn us again to you, and
uphold us by your Spirit, so
that we may live and serve
you in newness of life
through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy,
loved us even when we were dead
in sin, and made us alive together
with Christ. By grace you have
been saved. In the name of ☩
Jesus Christ, your sins are
forgiven. Almighty God
strengthen you with power
through the Holy Spirit, that
Christ may live in your hearts
through faith.
🅲 Amen.
GATHERING SONG “O Morning
Star, How Fair and Bright” (ELW
308) vv. 1 & 6
1 O Morning Star, how fair and
bright!
You shine with God’s own truth
and light,
aglow with grace and mercy!
Of Jacob's line, King David's son,
our Lord and Savior, you have
won
our hearts to serve you only!
Lowly, holy!
Great and glorious,
all victorious,
rich in blessing!
Rule and might o’er all
possessing!
6 What joy to know, when life is
past,
the Lord we love is first and last,
the end and the beginning!
He will one day, oh, glorious
grace,

transport us to that happy place
beyond all tears and sinning!
Amen! Amen!
Come, Lord Jesus!
Crown of gladness!
We are yearning
for the day of your returning.
GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.
🅲 And also with you.
GLORY TO GOD (ELW p. 148)
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to God’s people on
earth.
🅲 Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you,
we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ,
only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the
world: have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand
of the Father: receive our
prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ, with the Holy
Spirit,

in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.

Almighty God, by grace
alone you call us and accept us in
your service. Strengthen us by
your Spirit, and make us worthy

of your call, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.
🅲 Amen.

Readings for Third Sunday after Epiphany
Jonah 3:1–5, 10
The word of the LORD came to
Jonah a second time, saying,
“Get up, go to Nineveh, that great
city, and proclaim to it the
message that I tell you.”
So Jonah set out and went
to Nineveh, according to the
word of the LORD.
Now Nineveh was an
exceedingly large city, a three
days’ walk across. Jonah began to
go into the city, going a day’s
walk. And he cried out, “Forty
days more, and Nineveh shall be
overthrown!”
And the people of Nineveh
believed God; they proclaimed a
fast, and everyone, great and
small, put on sackcloth. …
When God saw what they
did, how they turned from their
evil ways, God changed his mind
about the calamity that he had
said he would bring upon them;
and he did not do it.
Psalm 62:5–12
5For God alone I wait in silence;
truly, my hope is in God.
6God alone is my rock and
my salvation,
my stronghold, so that I
shall never be shaken.
7In God is my deliverance and my
honor;
God is my strong rock and my
refuge.
8Put your trust in God
always, O people,
pour out your hearts
before the one who is our
refuge.
9Those of high degree are but a
fleeting breath; those of low
estate cannot be trusted.

Placed on the scales together
they weigh even less than a
breath.
10Put no trust in extortion; in
robbery take no empty
pride;
though wealth increase,
set not your heart upon it.
11God has spoken once, twice
have I heard it,
that power
belongs to God.
12Steadfast love
belongs to
you, O Lord,
for you repay
all according
to their deeds.
1 Corinthians
7:29–31
Brothers and
sisters, the
appointed time has
grown short; from
now on, let even
those who have
wives be as though
they had none, and
those who mourn as
though they were
not mourning, and
those who rejoice as
though they were
not rejoicing, and those who buy
as though they had no
possessions, and those who deal
with the world as though they
had no dealings with it. For the
present form of this world is
passing away.
Gospel: Mark 1:14–20
Now after John was arrested,
Jesus came to Galilee,
proclaiming the good news of
God, and saying, “The time is

fulfilled, and the kingdom of God
has come near; repent, and
believe in the good news.”
As Jesus passed along the
Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and
his brother Andrew casting a net
into the sea—for they were
fishermen. And Jesus said to
them, “Follow me and I will make

you fish for people.”
And immediately they left
their nets and followed him.
As he went a little farther,
he saw James son of Zebedee and
his brother John, who were in
their boat mending the nets.
Immediately he called them; and
they left their father Zebedee in
the boat with the hired men, and
followed him.

Pastor Barker’s Sermon on Mark 1:14–20
My mentor, Pastor Brad
Brown, used to compare
Lutheran Evangelism efforts to
fishing. He’d say, Lutheran
evangelism is like if someone
went out to fish and they didn’t
take a net or a fishing pole. They
putter around the lake all day
waiting for fish to jump into the
boat and when that doesn’t
happen at the end of the day
complain, “How come no fish
jumped into my boat?!”
For those who have been
part of the Lutheran church for a
long time this probably relates.
As a community, we have not
been comfortable talking about
our faith or inviting people to
worship with us.
This morning we have one
of our yearly passages—just like
Jesus’ baptism each year we read
about the call of the fisher
people.
There is a lot in this
passage. We first read of the
beginning of Jesus’ public
ministry. Unlike in Luke’s
gospel, we don’t get a story of
Jesus’ first preaching experience
but just one quote: “The time is
fulfilled, and the kingdom of God
has come near, repent, and
believe in the good news.”
Jesus is speaking about the
very in breaking of God’s reign.
This week is the perfect context
to explain what Jesus is saying.
Jesus is proclaiming that the day
when God will fully rule the
world is near. Theologians have
oftened called this an
“inaugurated escatology.” In
terms familiar to us in this
country, Jesus is basically saying
God has won the election and
God’s rule is imminent—but it is
also not fully here yet—the
inauguration has not happened
yet. It’s an in-between time with
a known outcome.

This in-breaking kingdom
Jesus is speaking about is that
good news will be brought to the
poor, the captives shall be set
free, the blind shall see, the
oppressed be set free, and all
debt forgiven. This in-breaking
kingdom is about the poor, blind,
crippled, and lame all getting to
eat at God’s banquet table. And
this in-breaking kingdom is
about the community of
footwashing that is formed
around this mission.

This is important as we
start to think about evangelism.
Evangelism in the Jesus model is
participating in the in-breaking
kingdom with Jesus. If you only
remember one thing from the
sermon today, please remember
this: evangelism is inviting
people to participate in God’s inbreaking kingdom.
At Grace we get a big taste
each week of God’s in-breaking
kingom—hundreds of people who
are hungry receive food each
week, close to three dozen infants
each week are clothed with
diapers, and those in bondage to
addiction are released.
So again, when we do
evangelism we are inviting
people to participate in the inbreaking of God’s kingdom.
Jesus comes onto the scene
publicly delivering this message

and the very next thing is he
meets his first disciples.
These first disciples amaze
me—Jesus comes up, invites
them to follow, and they lay their
nets down. They are willing to
walk away from their livelihood
to follow Jesus.
There is a sacrifice in our
call to follow Jesus. I think of
County Supervisor Andy Berg
sacrificing his vacation this week
to sleep on our lawn so our roof
could be fixed and so literally
thousands of people could be fed.
And not only did he forgo
vacation but got hypothermia in
our lawn. But, again, this
sacrifice participated in the
bursting forth of God’s kingdom
in our community.
And I think of Denise
Russell’s testimony. Standing
down in what used to be the
youth room and saying, “I’m
willing to step away from my
business to run the pantry.”
There has been a significant
financial sacrifice Denise has
made, and yet because of her
leadership many thousands of
people have had food.
These first disciples are
called to fish for people. To
invite people into the in-breaking
kingdom of God.
As I read this passage this
week I very strongly felt the call
we at Grace need to hear this
message this year in 2021: to
follow the first disciples’ example
and fish for people. To invite
people into God’s in-breaking
kingdom.
I talk with a dozen or more
people each week who are
disillusioned with Christianity,
sometimes hurt and disillusioned
with their own faith community,
and sometimes just feeling totally
lost and confused in a world that
feels so chaotic. A lot of these
people are volunteering,
Ê
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donating, or receiving food from
our church.
This is a moment where
there is not only physical hunger
but also deep spiritual hunger for
God’s in-breaking kingdom.
So, I’m going to call us as a
congregation to do a few things.
First, I want those of you
who are watching online to do
two things. Please share our live
service on your facebook wall.
There is a button that says share
and we can help you find it.
Karen Kempinen, our brand new
member, does this every week
and people find our service that
way. Second, for those of you
watching online I want you to

make sure you are introducing
yourselves in the chat and getting
to know those who are watching
with you. I’m asking for
hospitality in the digital space.
Second, I want each one of
us to pray that God brings to
mind at least one person in our
life who is hungry to experience
in the in breaking kingdom of
God in their life. It could be
someone who has a bad church
hurt, it could be someone who is
really struggling during these
chaotic times, it could be anyone
who the Holy Spirit puts on your
heart. I want you to lift them up
in prayer, and when you feel led I
would like you to tell them about

how you see God’s kingdom in
breaking at our church.
Then the third and last
thing I want each of you to do is
to share about our church.
Alderman Dominic Ruffalo, who
slept out, was moved to tears
when someone dropped off a
$2,000 check this week. It
reminded him of the good in
people in these hard times.
Especially in these hard times
there is a true hunger for good
news—for God’s kingdom. So
let’s see evangelism as lifting up
people who are in despair with
what we are seeing.
Amen.

Creed, Prayers, and Communion Liturgy
HYMN OF THE DAY “Come, Follow Me, the Savior
Spake” (ELW #799) vv. 1 & 4
1 Come, follow me,” the Savior spake,
“all in my way abiding;
deny yourselves, the world forsake,
obey my call and guiding.
Oh, bear the cross, whate’er betide;
take my example for your guide.”
4 Then let us follow Christ, our Lord,
and take the cross appointed,
and, firmly clinging to his word,
in suffering be undaunted.
For those who bear the battle’s strain
the crown of heavenly life obtain.
APOSTLES’ CREED
With the whole church, let us confess our faith.

🅲

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son,
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of
the Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
catholic church, the communion of saints,
4
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the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
INTRODUCTION TO PRAYERS “Lord, Listen to
Your Children Praying” (ELW #752)
Lord, listen to your children praying,
Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying,
send us love, send us power, send us grace.

“Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying” by Ken Medema copyright ©
1973 Hope Publishing Co. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission
under OneLicence.net permit #A-733643

PRAYERS
Guided by Christ made known to the nations,
let us offer our prayers for the church, the world,
and all people in need.
For the church throughout the world, for
pastors and teachers, for deacons and deaconesses,
and for musicians and servers, that all proclaim the
good news of God’s reconciling love, let us pray.
🅲 Have mercy, O God.
For skies and seas, for birds and fish, for
favorable weather and clean water, and for the wellbeing of creation, that God raise up advocates and
scientists to guide our care for all the earth, let us
pray.
🅲 Have mercy, O God.
For those who provide leadership in our cities
and around the world, for nonprofit and
nongovernmental organizations, for planning
commissions and homeless advocates, that God

inspire all people in the just use of wealth, let us
pray.
🅲 Have mercy, O God.
For those who are sick, distressed, or grieving;
for the outcast and all who await relief, especially:
•
Mary Andrews (Welcome Center volunteer
from St. Anthony’s)
•
Dawn Bench (Welcome Center volunteer)
•
Jackie Brichacek (Nancy’s sister-in-law)
•
Jean Boothe (Grace soup kitchen supervisor)
•
Hank Buehrens
•
Andrew Calvert
•
Pat Calvert
•
Barb Caputo
•
Holly Cummings
•
Eric Dangerfield (Carolyn Reynold’s
boyfriend)
•
Alyssa and Aaron Dell
•
Connie, mother of Welcome Center volunteer
Lynda Eirich
•
Gregory Foster
•
Steve Gapko
•
Shirleen Gulick
•
Sydney Houston
•
David Kramer
•
David Kristopeit (Nancy’s brother-in-law)
•
Dorothy Keuffer
•
Dean O’Hanlon
•
Carolyn Reynold’s children Eddie, Santino,
and Lytosha
•
Cynthia Schwartz (Norma’s daughter)
•
Marcia Swanson
•
Joyce Swift
•
Linda Wadham
•
Florence and Jacqueline Walker (Carolyn’s
sisters)
•
Dottie Watts
•
Kristi Weiss (Rollie’s daughter), that in the
midst of suffering, God’s peace and mercy surround
them, let us pray.
🅲 Have mercy, O God.
For our congregation and community, for
families big and small, and for the organizations
that meet here during the week, that God’s steadfast
love serve as a model for all relationships, let us
pray.
🅲 Have mercy, O God.
Most high and holy God, pour out upon us
your one and unifying Spirit, and awaken in every
confession of the whole church a holy hunger and
thirst for unity in you; Let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
Gracious God, we pray for our public servants

[ names ], that they do their work in a spirit of
wisdom, charity, and justice. Inspire them to use
their authority to serve faithfully and to promote our
common life. Guide our leaders to govern in such a
way that all people enjoy a peaceful and just society.
Let us pray.
🅲 Have mercy, O God.
In thanksgiving for our ancestors in the faith
whose lives serve as an example of gospel living, that
they point us to salvation through Christ, let us pray.
🅲 Have mercy, O God.
Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people,
spoken or silent, for the sake of the one who dwells
among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior.
🅲 Amen.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.

🅲

And also with you.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

MEAL
OFFERING “We Give Thee but Thine Own” (ELW
#686)
1 We give thee but thine own,
whate’er the gift may be;
all that we have is thine alone,
a trust, O Lord, from thee.
OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
O God, receive these gifts as you receive us:
like a mother receives her child, with arms open
wide. Nourish us anew in your tender care, and
empower us in faithful service to tend to others with
this same love, through Jesus Christ, our saving
grace.
🅲 Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING. SONG “Let Us Ever Walk
with Jesus” (ELW #802) vv. 1 & 4
1
Let us ever walk with Jesus,
follow his example pure,
through a world that would deceive us
and to sin our spirits lure.
Onward in his footsteps treading,
travelers here, our home above,
full of faith and hope and love,
let us do our Savior’s bidding.
Faithful Lord, with me abide;
I shall follow where you guide.
4

Let us also live with Jesus.
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He has risen from the dead
that to life we may awaken.
Jesus, you are now our head,
we are your own living members;
where you live, there we shall be
in your presence constantly,
living there with you forever.
Jesus, let me faithful be;
life eternal grant to me.

“Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus” translation copyright © Lutheran Book
of Worship, Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted with permission:
OneLicense.net permit #A-733643

DIALOGUE & PREFACE
The Lord be with you.

🅲

And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.

🅲

We lift them to
the Lord.
Let us give thanks to
the Lord our God.
🅲 It is right to give
our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right,
our duty and our joy, that
we should at all times and
in all places give thanks
and praise to you,
almighty and merciful
God, through our Savior
Jesus Christ; who on this
day overcame death and
the grave, and by his
glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of
everlasting life.
And so, with all the
choirs of angels, with the
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise
your name and join their unending hymn:
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 153)
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
Lord God of power and might:
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Blessed are you, O holy God: you are the Life
and Light of all. By your powerful word you created
all things. Through the prophets you called your
people to be a light to the nations.
6
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Blessed are you for Jesus, your Son. He is your
Light, shining in our darkness and revealing to us
your mercy and might.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our
Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this
is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for
the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his preaching and
healing, his dying and rising, and his promise to
come again, we await that day when all the universe
will rejoice in your holy and life-giving light.
By your Spirit bless
us and this meal, that,
refreshed with this
heavenly food, we may be
light for the world,
revealing the brilliance of
your Son. Through him all
glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the
Holy Spirit, in your holy
Church, both now and
forever.
🅲 Amen
INVITATION TO LORD’S
PRAYER
Gathered into one
by the Holy Spirit, let us
pray as Jesus taught us.
LORD’S PRAYER
🅲 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed
be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven:
Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Beloved: here is bread; here is wine. Here is
Jesus. Come and be fed.
COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 154)
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;

have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
grant us peace, grant us peace.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
Christ Jesus, at this table we have feasted on
your very life and are strengthened for our journey.
Send us forth from this banquet nourished in body
and in spirit to proclaim your good news and serve
others in your name.
🅲 Amen.

SENDING

🅲

SENDING SONG “Jesus Calls Us O’er the Tumult”
(ELW #696) vv. 1 & 5
1 Jesus calls us; o’er the tumult
of our life’s wild, restless sea,
day by day his clear voice sounding,
saying, “Christian, follow me”:
4 Jesus calls us! By your mercy,
Savior, may we hear your call,
give our hearts to your obedience,
serve and love you best of all.
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.

🅲

BLESSING
God the creator strengthen you; Jesus the
beloved fill you; and the Holy Spirit the comforter ☩
keep you in peace.

Amen.

Thanks be to God.

Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg
Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission: annual permit
#SAS017083

Annual Congregational Meeting Slated February 7
It’s time for Grace
congregation’s annual meeting
very soon. Your church council
has scheduled the meeting on
Sunday, February 7 after the
worship service.
As we have
been doing during
the COVID-19 health
crisis, this meeting
will be conducted on
Zoom.
To join the
Zoom Meeting on
line, click at
https://bit.ly/38Gkngn . the
passcode is: 7WfefC .

We will post a link on our
Facebook page and with the
newsletter posts on our website.
You can also phone in at
646-876-9923. You will need to
then enter the
meeting ID and
passcode. The
meeting ID is
685 749 8173,
and the
passcode by
phone is
834854. (Note:
You can skip the participant ID
prompt by pressing the # key.)

Council members are asked
to submit their annual reports to
the church office by January 26.
Copies of the annual report will
be available in the church office
and posted at
www.gracekenosha.com before
the meeting.

New Member Classes
Pastor Barker will lead new
member classes at 11:00 a.m on
Sundays, February 14 through
March 7.

Book Study Dives into Prodigal Son Story
Our own David Underwood
and Rev. Barker will be leading a
book study on Henri Nouwen’s
The Return of the Prodigal Son:

A Story of Homecoming. Please
buy the book and start reading.
Our study will be in four parts
starting Thursday, February 25 at

6:30 p.m. and will continue the
following three Thursdays.
Please join us on Zoom for this
great opportunity!
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‘Freezing for a Reason’ Soars Past Goal
It was an AMAZING week down here at
Grace Lutheran! County Supervisor Andy
Berg, Alderman Dominic Ruffalo, artist Katy
Wallner, and community organizer Isaac
Wallner slept out in front of Grace on
Monday and Tuesday night. In that time
they raised more than $11,000, which is
enough to cover the entire repair of our flat
roof and also will buy several weeks of food
for Grace Welcome Center. Also, the whole
library room was filled up with food!
Alderman Ruffalo, with tears in his
eyes, spoke about someone driving up to

donate $2,000. It reminded him of people’s
goodness here in Kenosha.
We are so thankful for the four who
froze for a reason and we are so grateful for
everyone who donated!

Grace Receipts January 17, 2021
General offering ........................................... $ 965.00
Benevolence .................................................. $ 150.00
Noisy offering ................................................... $ 3.14
Infant Moses Ministry via Thrivent ............ $ 300.00
Non-member contributions:
Non-designated ................................... $ 120.00
Holy Assembly building use .........................$ 500.00
Minus banking fees ........................................ $ (4.70)
Total .......................................................... $ 2,033.44
Grace weekly budget: $2,943.20
Notes: Nominal banking fees are charged on
financial transactions made through DonorBox on
Grace’s web site.
Please remember to mail in your offering
checks to Grace if you are not worshiping here in
person. You can also contribute electronically
through the “Donations” link at GraceKenosha.com.
Grace Notes
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Grace Lutheran Church
2006 60th Street
Kenosha, Wisconsin 53140-3893

https://www.GraceKenosha.com
Worship services livestreamed at www.facebook.com/GraceElcaKenosha/
Pastor Jonathan Barker: jonathan.w.barker17@gmail.com 626-864-6404
Church office: graceoffice@wi.rr.com 262-654-9143
Office hours: 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Tuesday through Friday

10

Grace Notes

January 24, 2021

