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Gathering Liturgy for Second Sunday of Christmas
BLESSING OF THE NEW YEAR
O God, you have been our
help in ages past, our hope for
years to come. As we welcome
this new year, bless us with
peace. Fill our days with the light
of Christ and lead us on the path
of life until we see you in our
heavenly home. You live and
reign forever and ever.
🅲 Amen
CONFESSION AND
FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity,
☩ one God, who forgives all our
sin, whose mercy endures
forever.
🅲 Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all
hearts are open, all desires
known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: cleanse the
thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you
and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our
Lord.
🅲 Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the
presence of God and of one
another.
Gracious God,
🅲 have mercy on us. We
confess that we have turned

GATHERING SONG “Angels We
Have Heard on High” (ELW 288)
vv. 1 & 3
1 Angels we have heard on high,
sweetly singing o’er the plains,
and the mountains in reply,
echoing their joyous strains.
Refrain: Glōria in excelsis Deo;
glōria in excelsis Deo.

from you and given
ourselves into the power of
sin. We are truly sorry and
humbly repent. In your
compassion forgive us our
sins, known and unknown,
things we have done and
things we have failed to do.
Turn us again to you, and
uphold us by your Spirit, so
that we may live and serve
you in newness of life
through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen
God, who is rich in mercy,
loved us even when we were dead
in sin, and made us alive together
with Christ. By grace you have
been saved. In the name of ☩
Jesus Christ, your sins are
forgiven. Almighty God
strengthen you with power
through the Holy Spirit, that
Christ may live in your hearts
through faith.
🅲 Amen.

3 Come to Bethlehem and see
him whose birth the angels sing;
come, adore on bended knee
Christ the Lord, the newborn
king. Refrain
GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.
🅲 And also with you.
GLORY TO GOD (ELW p. 148)
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to God’s people on
earth.
🅲 Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you,
we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ,
only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the
world: have mercy on us;

you are seated at the right hand
of the Father: receive our
prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ, with the Holy
Spirit,

in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Almighty God, you have
filled all the earth with the light
of your incarnate Word. By your
grace empower us to reflect your

light in all that we do, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
🅲 Amen.

Readings for the Second Sunday of Christmas
Jeremiah 31:7–14
Thus says the LORD,
Sing aloud with gladness for
Jacob,
and raise shouts for the chief
of the nations;
proclaim, give praise, and say,
“Save, O LORD, your people,
the remnant of Israel.”
See, I am going to bring them
from the land of the north,
and gather them from the
farthest parts of the earth,
among them the blind and the
lame,
those with child and those in
labor, together;
a great company, they shall
return here.
With weeping they shall come,
and with consolations I will
lead them back,
I will let them walk by brooks of
water,
in a straight path in which
they shall not stumble;
for I have become a father to
Israel,
and Ephraim is my firstborn.
Hear the word of the LORD, O
nations,
and declare it in the
coastlands far away;
say, “He who scattered Israel will
gather him,
and will keep him as a
shepherd a flock.”
For the LORD has ransomed
Jacob,
and has redeemed him from
hands too strong for him.
They shall come and sing aloud
on the height of Zion,

and they shall be radiant
over the goodness of the
LORD,
over the grain, the wine, and the
oil,
and over the young of the
flock and the herd;
their life shall become like a
watered garden,
and they shall never
languish again.
Then shall the young women
rejoice in the dance,
and the young men and the
old shall be merry.
I will turn their mourning into
joy,
I will comfort them, and give
them gladness for sorrow.
I will give the priests their fill of
fatness,
and my people shall be
satisfied with my bounty,
says the LORD.
Psalm 147:12–20
12Worship the LORD, O
Jerusalem;
praise your God, O Zion,
13who has strengthened the
bars of your gates
and has blessed your
children within you.
14God has established peace on
your borders
and satisfies you with the
finest wheat.
15God sends out a command
to the earth,
a word that runs very
swiftly.
16God gives snow like wool,
scattering frost like ashes.

17God

scatters hail like bread
crumbs.
Who can stand against
God’s cold?
18The LORD sends forth the word
and melts them;
the wind blows, and the
waters flow.
19God declares the word to
Jacob,
statutes and judgments to
Israel.
20The LORD has not done so to
any other nation;
they do not know God’s
judgments. Hallelujah!
Ephesians 4:4–7
Blessed be the God and Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ, who has
blessed us in Christ with every
spiritual blessing in the heavenly
places, just as he chose us in
Christ before the foundation of
the world to be holy and
blameless before him in love. He
destined us for adoption as his
children through Jesus Christ,
according to the good pleasure of
his will, to the praise of his
glorious grace that he freely
bestowed on us in the Beloved.
In him we have redemption
through his blood, the
forgiveness of our trespasses,
according to the riches of his
grace that he lavished on us.
With all wisdom and insight he
has made known to us the
mystery of his will, according to
his good pleasure that he set
forth in Christ, as a plan for the
fullness of time, to gather up all

things in him, things in heaven
and things on earth.
In Christ we have also
obtained an inheritance, having
been destined according to the
purpose of him who
accomplishes all things according
to his counsel and will, so that
we, who were the first to set our
hope on Christ, might live for the
praise of his glory. In him you
also, when you had heard the
word of truth, the gospel of your
salvation, and had believed in
him, were marked with the seal
of the promised Holy Spirit; this
is the pledge of our inheritance
toward redemption as God’s own
people, to the praise of his glory.
Gospel: John 1:1– or 10–18
In the beginning was the Word,
and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God. He was in the
beginning with God. All things
came into being through him,
and without him not one thing
came into being. What has come
into being in him was life, and
the life was the light of all people.
The light shines in the darkness,

10He

and the darkness did not
overcome it.
There was a man sent from
God, whose name was John. He
came as a witness to testify to the
light, so that all might believe
through him. He himself was not
the light, but he came to testify to
the light. The true light, which
enlightens everyone, was coming
into the world.

was in the world, and
the world came into being
through him; yet the world did
not know him. He came to what
was his own, and his own people
did not accept him. But to all who
received him, who believed in his
name, he gave power to become
children of God, who were born,
not of blood or of the will of the
flesh or of the will of man, but of
God.
And the Word became flesh
and lived among us, and we have
seen his glory, the glory as of a
father’s only son, full of grace
and truth. (John testified to him
and cried out, “This was he of
whom I said, ‘He who comes
after me ranks ahead of me
because he was before me.’ ”)
From his fullness we have all
received, grace upon grace.
The law indeed was given
through Moses; grace and truth
came through Jesus Christ. No
one has ever seen God. It is God
the only Son, who is close to the
Father’s heart, who has made
him known.

Pastor Barker’s Sermon on Jeremiah 31
I’m a pretty deep sleeper—
like, I always can fall asleep on
long car rides and always set at
least two alarm clocks.
Many mornings, when I
wake up for the first two or three
seconds, I have no idea where I
am or what day or time it is. My
first thought is always: is it
Sunday and do I need to go
preach?
This might be kind of
extreme, but I wonder if you have
ever had a sense of finding
yourself in a strange world?
Maybe a world you would not
have chosen and you long for an
old world that is no more.
This idea of losing what
feels like home is such a powerful

human experience. And there
are so many reasons this can
happen.
This year, at some level, the
pandemic has led to all of us
experiencing this. I often leave
my house with my mask on
wondering what I am doing. Or I
see pictures or images from less
than a year ago without a mask
and I tell my wife things like,
“Remember when we didn’t all
wear masks outside of our house
all the time?” I imagine many
can relate to this.
Unexpected changes in our
personal lives can lead to this
feeling of loss of what feels like
home. The death of a loved one,
children growing up and leaving

home, moving somewhere new.
These are all experiences that
leave us feeling like we have lost
home.
And I think of how church
life can feel like a loss of home
when there are lots of changes.
Both at Grace and the church I
grew up at, the membership arc
in the ’80’s, ’90’s, and ’aughts
trended downward. Church felt
more like home when the
sanctuary and choirs were full—
at least for those of us who were
here in the ’80’s, ’90’s and
’aughts.
Or I think about the way a
community changes. Kenosha
has changed along with Uptown
so much in the last five decades.
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39th Ave. used to be the edge of
town; there used to be factories;
and here in Uptown if you go
back far enough, this used to be a
German and Italian
neighborhood which now has
changed to a predemonantly
Black and Latinx neighborhood.
All these community changes can
feel like a loss of home.
God’s people experienced
this during the exile. Their home
was destroyed. Their traditions
were destroyed. They had a
future that was unplanned by
them and undesired.
God speaks into that space
this morning.
In verse 8 we hear this
word of promise: “See, I am
going to bring them from the
land of the north, and gather
them from the farthest parts of
the earth, among them the blind
and the lame, those with child
and those in labor, together; a
great company, they shall return
here.”
There is this great promise
that they will return home.
Return to what is familiar.
This hope of exiles is always
our Christian hope. We know
that God is with us and God
wants to restore us in this life

and earth. I have every
confidence and assurance, for
instance, that God wants for all
of us to be able to go back to life
as normal from this pandemic—
that God wants us to be able to
worship in person again.
So, there is a way in which
we have hope in God to bring us
back from exile now. Now return
us home.
But there is a bigger way as
well.
We know that ultimately
the new heaven and new earth
will be “home-like”. The new
earth gets described as a city, a
great banquet hall, a home with
many rooms. Each one of these
images reminds us that eternal
hope is that God will return us

from the broken part
of our lives into
abundance and
peace.
In our passage
from Jeremiah, God
doesn’t just say God
will bring God’s
people home. But
God also talks about
how they will
journey home. God
will let them walk
home “by brooks of
water,” which are especially
helpful if you are walking in a
desert.
Our heavenly parent will
sustain us on our journey home.
Let me close with this. An
exilic spirituality reminds us
always that exile is not
permanent. Our lives can often
feel like we have woken up in a
strange not-chosen place. An
exile spirituality reminds us that
when the world has changed in
ways we do not desire; when the
world no longer feels like home;
God is not done with us. God not
only promises to gather us back
home—but on the journey back
home God will lead us by brooks
of water to sustain us.

Creed, Prayers, and Communion Liturgy
HYMN OF THE DAY “Word of God, Come Down on
Earth” (ELW #510) vv. 1 & 3
1 Word of God, come down on earth,
living rain from heav'n descending;
touch our hearts and bring to birth
faith and hope and love unending.
Word almighty, we revere you;
Word made flesh, we long to hear you.
3 Word that speaks God’s tender love,
one with God beyond all telling,
Word that sends us from above
God the Spirit, with us dwelling,
Word of truth, to all truth lead us;
Word of life, with one bread feed us.

“Word of God, Come Down on Earth” by James Quinn copyright ©
Selah Publishing Co. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
OneLicence.net permit #A-733643
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CREED
🅲 I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son,
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of
the Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

INTRODUCTION TO PRAYERS “Lord, Listen to
Your Children Praying” (ELW #752)
Lord, listen to your children praying,
Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying,
send us love, send us power, send us grace.

“Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying” by Ken Medema copyright ©
1973 Hope Publishing Co. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission
under OneLicence.net permit #A-733643

PRAYERS
Joining our voices with the song of the angels,
let us pray for the church, the world, and all who are
in need.
Redeeming God, you gather together your
people from the farthest parts of the earth. Protect
your church from stumbling. Let it not be overcome
by sorrow, division, or despair. Make us radiant with
goodness, that we might live always to the praise of
your glory. Hear us, O God.
🅲 Your mercy is great.
You bring together heaven and earth. All
creation testifies to your splendor. Hold the
ecosystems of this earth in delicate balance, from
coastlands to farmlands, forests to wetlands, deserts
to rainforests. Show us new ways to live in harmony
with the world around us. Hear us, O God.
🅲 Your mercy is great.
You overflow with grace upon grace. Expand
the imaginations of those who serve in positions of
authority. Open their hearts to the needs of their
nations and communities. Protect all those in
harm’s way and those risking danger for the sake of
others. Hear us, O God
🅲 Your mercy is great.
You bring consolation to those who weep.
Embrace those who feel far-off, excluded, or
defeated. Accompany those living with chronic and
invisible illness. Sustain the weak and weary.
Refresh those who labor under the weight of pain or
sickness, especially:
•
The family and friends of Patricia Beth, sisterin-law of Linda Wadham
•
Mary Andrews (Welcome Center volunteer
from St. Anthony’s)
•
Dawn Bench (Welcome Center volunteer)
•
Jackie Brichacek (Nancy’s sister-in-law)
•
Jean Boothe (Grace soup kitchen supervisor)
•
Hank Buehrens
•
Andrew Calvert
•
Pat Calvert
•
Barb Caputo
•
Holly Cummings
•
Eric Dangerfield (Carolyn Reynold’s
boyfriend)
•
Alyssa and Aaron Dell

•
Connie, mother of Welcome Center volunteer
Lynda Eirich
•
Gregory Foster
•
Steve Gapko
•
Shirleen Gulick
•
Hatch family (Nancy and Hank’s aunt)
•
David Kramer
•
David Kristopeit (Nancy’s brother-in-law)
•
Dorothy Keuffer
•
Dean O’Hanlon
•
Carolyn Reynold’s children Eddie, Santino,
and Lytosha
•
Cynthia Schwartz (Norma’s daughter)
•
Marcia Swanson
•
Joyce Swift
•
Ruth Underwood (David Underwood’s mom)
•
Linda Wadham
•
Florence and Jacqueline Walker (Carolyn’s
sisters)
•
Dottie Watts
•
Kristi Weiss (Rollie’s daughter)
Hear us, O God.
🅲 Your mercy is great.
You come to us in the beauty of darkness and
of light. Bring justice and reconciliation to
communities divided by oppressions and misuse of
power. Guide us to speak holy words of advocacy
and truth. Help us to honor your image in one
another. Hear us, O God.
🅲 Your mercy is great.
Other intercessions may be offered.
You turn our mourning into joy. We give
thanks for those who have died in faith
(especially…). With all the saints, give us our
inheritance in Christ. In the fullness of time, gather
us all together in your mercy. Hear us, O God.
🅲 Your mercy is great.
God of mercy, come quickly to us with grace
upon grace as we lift these and all our prayers to
you, in the name of Jesus.
🅲 Amen.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.

🅲

And also with you.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

MEAL
OFFERING “We Give Thee but Thine Own” (ELW
#686)
1 We give thee but thine own,
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whate’er the gift may be;
all that we have is thine alone,
a trust, O Lord, from thee.
OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
Gracious God, you came to us as one unknown,
bringing joy and salvation to the earth. Nourish us
at your banquet table, that with all who welcome
your birth we may proclaim your peace, revealed in
Jesus Christ, our Savior.
🅲 Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING. SONG “Christ, Be Our
Light” (ELW #715) vv. 1 & 5
1 Longing for light, we wait in darkness.
Longing for truth, we turn to you.
Make us your own, your holy people,
light for the world to see.
Refrain: Christ, be our light!
Shine in our hearts.
Shine through the darkness.
Christ, be our light!
Shine in your church gathered today.
5 Many the gifts, many the people,
many the hearts that yearn to belong.
Let us be servants to one another,
signs of your kingdom come. Refrain

“Christ, Be Our Light” by Bernadette Farrell copyright © 1993 All rights
reserved. Reprinted by permission under OneLicence.net permit #A733643

DIALOGUE & PREFACE
The Lord be with you.

🅲

And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.

🅲

We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

🅲

It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we
should at all times and in all places give thanks and
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through
our Savior Jesus Christ.
By the leading of a star he was shown forth to
all nations; in the waters of the Jordan you
proclaimed him your beloved Son; and in the
miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your
glory.
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise
your name and join their unending hymn:
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 153)
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
Lord God of power and might:
6

Grace Notes

January 3, 2021

Heav’n and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy God, the Creator of all and Source of life,
at the birth of time your word brought light into the
world. In the fullness of time, you sent your Word,
born of Mary, to shine in our darkness and to make
us your daughters and sons.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our
Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this
is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for
the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his life, death, and
resurrection, we await his coming again when all
things will be restored in him. By your Spirit bless us
and this bread and cup, that, held and nourished by
you, we may live as your children, shining with the
light of your Son. Through him all glory and honor is
yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your
holy Church, both now and forever.
🅲 Amen
INVITATION TO LORD'S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us
pray as Jesus taught us.
LORD'S PRAYER
🅲 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed
be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven:
Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The Word is revealed in a manger, in simple
bread and wine. Come meet Christ in this meal.
COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 154)
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
grant us peace, grant us peace.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
We give you thanks, gracious God, that you
have once again fed us from your very self with the
body and blood of Christ. Through this mystery,
send us forth to proclaim your promise to a world in
need, through the same Jesus Christ, our Savior.
🅲 Amen.

SENDING
BLESSING
Almighty God, who sent the Holy Spirit to
Mary, proclaimed joy through the angels, sent the
shepherds with good news, and led the magi by a
star, bless you this day ☩ through the Word made
flesh.

🅲

Amen.

SENDING SONG “Your Little Ones, Dear Lord, Are
We” (ELW #286) vv. 1 & 4
1 Your little ones, dear Lord, are we,
and come your lowly bed to see;
enlighten ev'ry soul and mind,
that we the way to you may find.
4 Until at last we too proclaim
with all your saints, your glorious name;
in paradise our songs renew,
and praise you as the angels do.
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus.

🅲

Thanks be to God.

Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg
Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission: annual permit
#SAS017083

Thrivent Actions Team Project
Benefits Infant Moses
Jarlene Kriehn is currently running a Thrivent Actions
Teams project to support Grace Lutheran Church’s Infant Moses
Diaper Ministry, and she is asking for baby wipes or donations
to purchase baby wipes: https://tinyurl.com/ya6sg5e9
You may also donate to Infant Moses by mailing in a check
with “Infant Moses” on the memo line, or on the Donations page
of www.gracekenosha.com. If donating on line, you can select
“Infant Moses Ministry” from the pulldown list on the page,
although giving this way is not a part of the Thrivent Actions
Team project.

January Birthdays and
Anniversaries
Jan. 11 Alyssa Caputo Dell
Jan. 13 Julia Sturino
Jan. 15 Ian Clyne
Jan. 18 Roger Krueger & Michelle
Vesnefsky (1)
Jan. 21 Greg Foster
Jan. 29 Rich Knapp
Jan. 30 Sydney Houston

A big thanks to Renee and her daughter who
put together care packages for the homeless.
Each bag had many items ranging from a warm
blanket, long underwear and toiletries. She left
a few for the Welcome Center to pass out.
They drove around Kenosha looking for
homeless people to hand out the rest. All this
because they felt a need to give back to the
marginalized in our community. This is a true
example of sharing God’s love.
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Thank you to all the readers and musicians who participated in our Christmas Eve worship video!

2021 Estimate of Giving Card for Grace Lutheran Church
In grateful response to God’s love and mercy, I/We estimate my/our giving will be:
□ week
$____________ per □ month
Current $________________ Benevolence $_______________
□ year
Name/s______________________________________________Date______________/2021
Keep this copy for your records
" -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

2021 Estimate of Giving Card for Grace Lutheran Church
In grateful response to God’s love and mercy, I/We estimate my/our giving will be:
□ week
$____________ per □ month
Current $________________ Benevolence $_______________
□ year
Name/s______________________________________________Date______________/2021
Address____________________________________________________________________
Phone_________________________________ Envelope number__________________
Email address_________________________________________________________________
Church copy
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Grace Offerings December 27, 2020
General offering ........................................... $ 275.00
Benevolence ...................................................... $ 5.00
Advent/Christmas ........................................ $ 100.00
New Year ........................................................ $ 10.00
Initial offering .................................................. $ 3.00
Infant Moses Ministry .................................... $ 80.00
Welcome Center/food pantry ........................ $ 10.00
Non-member contributions:
Non-designated .................................... $213.00
For pastor’s salary .............................. $ 300.00
For roof or boiler ................................ $ 200.00
Holy Assembly building use ...................... $ 1,000.00
Minus banking fees ....................................... $ (0.00)

Total .......................................................... $ 2,196.00
Grace weekly budget: $2,943.20
Notes: Nominal banking fees are charged on
financial transactions made through DonorBox on
Grace’s web site.
Thank you to Bert and Brian Felland for
sponsoring worship bulletins in December.
Please remember to mail in your offering
checks to Grace if you are not worshiping here in
person. You can also contribute electronically
through the “Donations” link at GraceKenosha.com.
Grace Notes

January 3, 2021

9

Grace Lutheran Church
2006 60th Street
Kenosha, Wisconsin 53140-3893

https://www.GraceKenosha.com
Worship services livestreamed at www.facebook.com/GraceElcaKenosha/
Pastor Jonathan Barker: jonathan.w.barker17@gmail.com 626-864-6404
Church office: graceoffice@wi.rr.com 262-654-9143
Office hours: 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Tuesday through Friday

Pastor Barker joined the Welcome Center crew
fixing breakfast on Christmas morning
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