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Gathering Liturgy for Fourth Sunday of Advent
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT
CANDLES
We praise you, O God, for
this victory wreath that marks
our days of preparation for
Christ’s advent. As we light the
candles on this wreath,
strengthen our hearts as we await
the Lord’s coming in glory.
Enlighten us with your grace,
that we may serve our neighbors
in need. Grant this through
Christ our Lord, whose coming is
certain and whose day draws
near.
WREATH LIGHTING SONG
Light One Candle to Watch for
Messiah (ELW 240)
1 Light one candle to watch for
Messiah:
let the light banish darkness.
He shall bring salvation to
Israel,
God fulfills the promise.
2 Light two candles to watch for
Messiah:
let the light banish darkness.
He shall feed the flock like a
shepherd,
gently lead them homeward.
3 Light three candles to watch
for Messiah:
let the light banish darkness.
Lift your heads and lift high the
gateway
for the King of glory.

4 Light four candles to watch for
Messiah:
let the light banish darkness.
He is coming, tell the glad
tidings.
Let your lights be shining!

CONFESSION AND
FORGIVENESS
Blessed be God the Father,
☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, whose
forgiveness is sure and whose
steadfast love endures forever.
🅲 Amen.
Together let us honestly
and humbly confess that we have
not lived as God desires.
Loving and forgiving God,
🅲 we confess that we are
held captive by sin. In spite
of our best efforts, we have
gone astray. We have not
welcomed the stranger; we
have not loved our neighbor;
we have not been Christ to

one another. Restore us, O
God. Wake us up and turn us
from our sin. Renew us each
day in the light of Christ.
Amen.
People of God, hear this
glad news: by God’s endless grace
your sins are forgiven, and you
are free— free from all that holds
you back and free to live in the
peaceable realm of God. May you
be strengthened in God’s love, ☩
comforted by Christ’s peace, and
accompanied with the power of
the Holy Spirit.
🅲 Amen.
GATHERING SONG Oh, Come,
Oh, Come, Emmanuel (ELW 257)
vv. 1 & 7
1 O come, O come, Emmanuel,
and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here
until the Son of God appear.
Refrain: Rejoice! Rejoice!
Emmanuel
shall come to you, O Israel.
7 O come, O King of nations,
come,
O Cornerstone that binds in one:
refresh the hearts that long for
you;
restore the broken, make us new.
Refrain
GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the love of God, and the

communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.
🅲 And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.

Stir up your power, Lord
Christ, and come. With your
abundant grace and might, free
us from the sin that would
obstruct your mercy, that
willingly we may bear your
redeeming love to all the world,

for you live and reign with the
Father and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
🅲 Amen.

Readings for Fourth Sunday of Advent
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16
Now when the king was settled in
his house, and the LORD had
given him rest from all his
enemies around him, the king
said to the prophet Nathan, “See
now, I am living in a house of
cedar, but the ark of God stays in
a tent.”
Nathan said to the king,
“Go, do all that you have in mind;
for the LORD is with you.”
But that same night the
word of the LORD came to
Nathan: Go and tell my servant
David: Thus says the LORD: Are
you the one to build me a house
to live in? I have not lived in a
house since the day I brought up
the people of Israel from Egypt to
this day, but I have been moving
about in a tent and a tabernacle.
Wherever I have moved about
among all the people of Israel,
did I ever speak a word with any
of the tribal leaders of Israel,
whom I commanded to shepherd
my people Israel, saying, “Why
have you not built me a house of
cedar?”
Now therefore thus you
shall say to my servant David:
Thus says the LORD of hosts: I
took you from the pasture, from
following the sheep to be prince
over my people Israel; and I have
been with you wherever you
went, and have cut off all your
enemies from before you; and I
will make for you a great name,
like the name of the great ones of
the earth. And I will appoint a
place for my people Israel and
will plant them, so that they may
live in their own place, and be

disturbed no more; and evildoers
shall afflict them no more, as
formerly, from the time that I
appointed judges over my people
Israel; and I will give you rest
from all your enemies. Moreover
the LORD declares to you that the
LORD will make you a house.
Your house and your kingdom
shall be made sure forever before
me; your throne shall be
established forever.

53You

have filled the hungry with
good things
and sent the rich away
empty.
54You have come to the aid of
your servant Israel,
to remember the
promise of mercy,
55the promise made to our
forbears,
to Abraham and his children
forever.

Magnificat:
Luke 1:46b–55
46bMy soul
proclaims the
greatness of the
Lord,
47my spirit rejoices
in God my
Savior,
48for you, Lord,
have looked
with favor on
your lowly
servant.
From this
day all generations will
call me blessed:
49you, the Almighty, have done
great things for me
and holy is your name.
50You have mercy on those
who fear you,
from generation to
generation.
51You have shown strength with
your arm
and scattered the proud in
their conceit,
52casting down the mighty
from their thrones
and lifting up the lowly.

Romans 16:25–27
Now to God who is
able to strengthen
you according to my
gospel and the
proclamation of
Jesus Christ,
according to the
revelation of the
mystery that was
kept secret for long
ages but is now
disclosed, and
through the
prophetic writings is
made known to all the Gentiles,
according to the command of the
eternal God, to bring about the
obedience of faith—to the only
wise God, through Jesus Christ,
to whom be the glory forever!
Amen.
Gospel: Luke 1:26–38
In the sixth month the angel
Gabriel was sent by God to a
town in Galilee called Nazareth,
to a virgin engaged to a man
whose name was Joseph, of the
house of David. The virgin’s
name was Mary.

And he came to her and
said, “Greetings, favored one!
The Lord is with you.”
But she was much
perplexed by his words and
pondered what sort of greeting
this might be.
The angel said to her, “Do
not be afraid, Mary, for you have
found favor with God. And now,
you will conceive in your womb
and bear a son, and you will
name him Jesus. He will be
great, and will be called the Son

of the Most High, and the Lord
God will give to him the throne of
his ancestor David. He will reign
over the house of Jacob forever,
and of his kingdom there will be
no end.”
Mary said to the angel,
“How can this be, since I am a
virgin?”
The angel said to her, “The
Holy Spirit will come upon you,
and the power of the Most High
will overshadow you; therefore
the child to be born will be holy;

he will be called Son of God. And
now, your relative Elizabeth in
her old age has also conceived a
son; and this is the sixth month
for her who was said to be
barren. For nothing will be
impossible with God.”
Then Mary said, “Here am
I, the servant of the Lord; let it be
with me according to your word.”
Then the angel departed
from her.

Pastor Barker’s Sermon on Luke 1
Have you ever gotten an
idea that got you really excited?
An idea for your life that is so
exciting that all you want to do is
talk about that and work on
accomplishing that thing?
Maybe something around a job
or around a project?
And what almost always
happens in moments like these.
You are going around super
excited and then someone utters
something like, “You know, that
is not possible”.
The phrase that has killed
so many dreams—“that is not
possible”.
And it has a cousin that
goes something like—“that will
never change,” whether that be a
situation impacting our city or
state, our own behavior, or
something else. “That will never
change”.
Our gospel reading today
invites us into the miraculous
upside down world of God.
Everything about this
passage feels miraculous and
everything about this passage is
upside down.
It starts with the location—
a little place called Nazareth in
Galilee. To appreciate how
obscure this is, you have to
remember that the Romans
controlled everything at this
time. The major city in the

Roman Empire was Rome. The
whole of what we call Palestine
was in a far flung edge of the
Roman Empire. And, in this farflung region, Jerusalem is the
major city, which is significantly
south of Galilee. Today the
equivalent would be a small town
somewhere in the Developing
World.
The idea that an eternal
king would come from Nazareth
makes no sense in Jesus’s day.
The King of Judea ruled from
Jerusalem and had a line of
descendants that did not include
Jesus’s family. And, the Emperor
of Rome had a line of
descendants all the way over in
Rome. How can a king come
from the middle of nowhere?
Now, it’s not only location
but it’s biology. How can an
unmarried virgin give birth?
And, it’s bigger than
biology, it’s also social status.
We will learn shortly that Mary
and Joseph are so poor they can’t
buy there way into a decent inn
even. Kings aren’t born to
families like Mary and Joseph’s.
If you laid out this
situation—the obvious response
would be, “this is not possible”.
And Mary herself wonders
something like this to the angel
Gabriel, “how can this be, since I
am a virgin?”

The angel responds, “For
nothing will be impossible with
God.”
And this is what I hope we
will hear today. “Nothing will be
impossible with God.”
This passage, the birth of
Jesus, puts a stick in the wheel of
our rational approach to the
world where we often say this or
that is not possible. Jesus’s birth
invites us into the miraculous
world of God.
God’s world, God’s reality is
one in which a peasant virgin girl
can give birth to an eternal king.
2020 in many ways has
been very bleak. It feels very
urgent to me we remember that
we live in God’s world which is
full of the miraculous. 2,000
years ago, God did the
miraculous and we are called
today to continue to believe in
the miraculous work of God.
And not only are we called
to believe in this work, but like
Mary we are to open ourselves up
to this work. Mary responds to
the angel finally, “Here am I, the
servant of the LORD; let it be with
me according to your word.”
Let each one of us not only
believe in the miraculous work of
God, but also open ourselves up
to be bearers of God’s miraculous
work.
Amen.
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Creed, Prayers, and Communion Liturgy
HYMN OF THE DAY Here I Am, Lord (ELW 574)
vv. 1 & 3
1 “I, the Lord of sea and sky,
I have heard my people cry.
All who dwell in dark and sin
my hand will save.
I, who made the stars of night,
I will make their darkness bright.
Who will bear my light to them?
Whom shall I send?"
Refrain: Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord?
I have heard you calling in the night.
I will go, Lord, if you lead me.
I will hold your people in my heart.
3 I, the Lord of wind and flame,
I will tend the poor and lame.
I will set a feast for them.
My hand will save.
Finest bread I will provide
till their hearts be satisfied.
I will give my life to them.
Whom shall I send?" Refrain

“Here I Am, Lord” by Daniel L. Schutte copyright © 1981 OCP
Publications, Inc., 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights
reserved. Used by permission. OneLicense.net permit #A-733643

CREED
🅲 I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son,
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of
the Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
INTRODUCTION TO PRAYERS Lord, Listen to
Your Children Praying (ELW 752)
Lord, listen to your children praying,
Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying,
send us love, send us power, send us grace.

“Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying” by Ken Medema copyright ©
1973 Hope Publishing Co. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission
under OneLicence.net permit #A-733643

PRAYERS
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God of power and might, tear open the
heavens and come quickly to this weary world. Hear
our prayers for everyone in need.
Gracious God, all generations call you blessed.
In this holy season we pray for our neighbors of
other denominations and faiths (Nearby churches,
mosques, temples, and synagogues may be named).
Inspire the faith of their people. Cultivate
understanding among us and strengthen us in love
and service to our community. Hear us, O God.
🅲 Your mercy is great.
Creator God, you scatter the proud. Everything
we have belongs first to you. Bless and protect the
seas, mountains, plains, forests, skies, and soils that
surround us. Hear us, O God.
🅲 Your mercy is great.
Righteous God, you humble the powerful and
lift up the lowly. We pray for the leaders of all
nations, that they amplify the voices of people in
need. Guide all people entrusted with leadership, to
create societies in which everyone can flourish. Hear
us, O God
🅲 Your mercy is great.
Compassionate God, you fill the hungry with
good things and send the rich away empty. Nourish
those who lack access to adequate food and
nutrition. Bless the work of advocates, community
organizers, and food pantries. Encourage others to
provide for their neighbors in need. Hear us, O God.
🅲 Your mercy is great.
Healing God, you pour out mercy to all who
cry out to you. Surround everyone in need of healing
in body, mind, or spirit with your tender presence
especially:
•
The family and friends of Bill Rose, husband of
Shirley LaFayette
•
Mary Andrews (Welcome Center volunteer
from St. Anthony’s)
•
Dawn Bench (Welcome Center volunteer)
•
Jackie Brichacek (Nancy’s sister-in-law)
•
Jean Boothe (Grace soup kitchen supervisor)
•
Hank Buehrens
•
Andrew Calvert
•
Pat Calvert
•
Barb Caputo
•
Holly Cummings
•
Eric Dangerfield (Carolyn Reynold’s
boyfriend)
•
Alyssa and Aaron Dell
•
Connie, mother of Welcome Center volunteer
Lynda Eirich

•
Gregory Foster
•
Steve Gapko
•
Shirleen Gulick
•
Dennis Houston (Dawn’s father-in-law)
•
Sydney Houston
•
David Kramer
•
David Kristopeit (Nancy’s brother-in-law)
•
Dorothy Keuffer
•
Dean O’Hanlon
•
Nancy Piehl (Andrew Calvert’s cousin)
•
Carolyn Reynold’s children Eddie, Santino,
and Lytosha
•
Cynthia Schwartz (Norma’s daughter)
•
Marcia Swanson
•
Joyce Swift
•
Linda Wadham
•
Florence and Jacqueline Walker (Carolyn’s
sisters)
•
Dottie Watts
•
Kristi Weiss (Rollie’s
daughter)
•
Pastor Warren Williams

Darlene (Vivienne’s friend)
Hear us, O God.
🅲 Your mercy is great.
Other intercessions may be
offered.
Eternal God, you are faithful
to the promises you made to our
forebears. We give thanks for the
ministry of Katharina von Bora Luther and other
ancestors who organized, planned, dreamed,
encouraged, and reached out as they served you. We
give thanks for the bold leadership of female leaders
in our own time. Inspire others with their steadfast
witness. Hear us, O God.
🅲 Your mercy is great.
Draw near to us, O God, and receive our
prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord.
🅲 Amen.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.

🅲

And also with you.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
MEAL
OFFERING We Give Thee but Thine Own (ELW
#686)
1 We give thee but thine own,
whate’er the gift may be;

all that we have is thine alone,
a trust, O Lord, from thee.
OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
Generous God, you have created all that is, and
you provide for us in every season. Bless all that we
offer, that through these gifts the world will receive
your blessing. In the name of Jesus, Emmanuel, we
pray.
🅲 Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING. SONG What Feast of
Love (ELW 487) vv. 1 & 3
1 What feast of love is offered here,
what banquet come from heaven?
What food of everlasting life,
what gracious gift is given?
This, this is Christ the king,
the bread come down from heaven.
Oh, taste and see and sing!
How sweet the manna given!
3 What wine of love is offered here,
what crimson drink from heaven?
What stream of everlasting life,
what precious blood is given?
This, this is Christ the king,
the sweetest wine of heaven.
Oh, taste and see and sing!
The Son of God is given!

“What Feast of Love” lyrics by Daniel L. Schutte
copyright © 1981 OCP Publications, Inc., 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland,
OR 97213. All rights reserved. Used by permission. OneLicense.net
permit #A-733643

DIALOGUE & PREFACE
The Lord be with you.

🅲

And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.

🅲

We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

🅲

It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we
should at all times and in all places give thanks and
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through
our Savior Jesus Christ.
You comforted your people with the promise of
the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all
things new in the day when he comes to judge the
world in righteousness.
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise
your name and join their unending hymn:
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 153)
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
Grace Notes
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Lord God of power and might:
Heav’n and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy God, the Beginning and the End, our
Salvation and our Hope, we praise you for creating a
world of order and beauty.
When we brought on chaos, cruelty and
despair, you sent the prophets to proclaim your
justice and mercy. At this end of the ages your Son
Jesus came to bring us your love and to heal all the
suffering world.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our
Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this
is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for
the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his life, death, and
resurrection, we await his coming again in
righteousness and peace.
Send your Spirit on us and on this bread and
wine we share: strengthen our faith, increase our
hope, and bring to birth the justice and joy of your
Son. Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy
Church, both now and forever.
🅲 Amen
INVITATION TO LORD'S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us
pray as Jesus taught us.
LORD'S PRAYER
🅲 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed
be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven:
Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.
COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 154)
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
grant us peace, grant us peace.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
Gracious and abundant God,
you have done great things for us, and we rejoice. In
this bread and cup you give us life forever. In your
boundless mercy, strengthen us and open our hearts
to the world’s needs, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our
Lord.
🅲 Amen.
SENDING
BLESSING
The Creator of the stars bless your Advent
waiting, the long-expected Savior fill you with love,
the unexpected Spirit guide your journey, ☩ now
and forever.
🅲 Amen.
SENDING SONG Joy to the World (ELW 267) vv. 1
&4
1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her king;
let every heart prepare him room
and heaven and nature sing…
4 He rules the world with truth and grace
and makes the nations prove
the glories of his righteousness
and wonders of his love...
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord.

🅲

Thanks be to God.

Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg
Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission: annual permit
#SAS017083

Christmas Eve Liturgy
WELCOME
The angel said to the
shepherds, “Do not be afraid; for
see—I am bringing you good news
of great joy for all the people: to
you is born this day in the city of
David a Savior, who is Christ, the
Lord” (Luke 2:10-11).
As we gather we hear again
the good news the angels
proclaimed: God has come for all
people through the birth of the one
named Jesus. Through Bethlehem’s
manger God comes into the chaos,
messiness, and vulnerability of the
world. In all things and at all times,
we rejoice that God comes to save
us and reigns in love. We come to adore Jesus who
is Savior, Christ, and Lord.
GATHERING CAROL, vv. 1, 4 O Come, All Ye Faithful
(ELW 283)
1
O come, all ye faithful,
joyful and triumphant!
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
come and behold him,
born the king of angels:
Refrain: O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
Christ the Lord!
4
Yea, Lord, we greet thee,
born this happy morning;

Jesus, to thee be glory giv’n!
Word of the Father,
now in flesh appearing:
Refrain
GREETING
The grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
🅲 And also with you.
CANTICLE OF PRAISE: Angels We
Have Heard on High (ELW
289)
1
Angels we have heard on
high,
sweetly singing o’er the plains,
and the mountains in reply,
echoing their joyous strains.
Glōria in excelsis Deo;
glōria in excelsis Deo.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.

🅲

Almighty God, you made this holy night
shine with the brightness of the true Light.
Grant that here on earth we may walk in the
light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day
wake to the brightness of his glory; through
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.

Christmas Eve Readings and Carols
FIRST READING: Isaiah 9:2, 6-7
The people who walked in
darkness
have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of
deep darkness—
on them light has shined. …
6For a child has been born for us,
a son given to us;
authority rests upon his
shoulders;
and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty
God,

Everlasting Father, Prince of
Peace.
His authority shall grow
continually,
and there shall be endless
peace
for the throne of David and his
kingdom.
He will establish and uphold
it
with justice and with
righteousness
from this time onward and
forevermore.

The zeal of the LORD of hosts
will do this.
FIRST CAROL What Child Is
This (ELW 296)
1
What child is this, who, laid
to rest,
on Mary's lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with
anthems sweet
while shepherds watch are
keeping?
This, this is Christ the king,
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whom shepherds guard and
angels sing;
haste, haste to bring him laud,
the babe, the son of Mary!
3

So bring him incense, gold,
and myrrh;
come, peasant, king, to own him.
The King of kings salvation
brings;
let loving hearts enthrone him.
Raise, raise the song on high,
the virgin sings her lullaby;
joy, joy, for Christ is born,
the babe, the son of Mary!
SECOND READING: Luke 2:1-5
In those days a decree went out
from Emperor Augustus that all
the world should be registered.
This was the first registration
and was taken while Quirinius
was governor of Syria. All went to
their own towns to be registered.
Joseph also went from the town
of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea,
to the city of David called
Bethlehem, because he was
descended from the house and
family of David. He went to be
registered with Mary, to whom
he was engaged and who was
expecting a child.
SECOND CAROL O Little Town
of Bethlehem (ELW 279)
1
O little town of Bethlehem,
how still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless
sleep
the silent stars go by;
yet in thy dark streets shineth
the everlasting light.
The hopes and fears of all the
years
are met in thee tonight.
4

O holy child of Bethlehem,
descend to us, we pray;
cast out our sin, and enter in,
be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels
the great glad tidings tell;
oh, come to us, abide with us,
our Lord Immanuel!
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THIRD READING: Isaiah 11:1, 610
A shoot shall come out from the
stump of Jesse,
and a branch shall grow out of
his roots. …
The wolf shall live with the lamb,
the leopard shall lie down with
the kid,
the calf and the lion and the
fatling together,
and a little child shall lead them.
The cow and the bear shall graze,
their young shall lie down
together;
and the lion shall eat straw like
the ox.
The nursing child shall play over
the hole of the asp,
and the weaned child shall put
its hand on the adder’s den.

from heav'n's all-gracious king.”
The world in solemn stillness lay
to hear the angels sing.
4

For lo! The days are
hastening on,
by prophets seen of old,
when with the ever-circling
years
shall come the time foretold,
when peace shall over all the
earth
its ancient splendors fling,
and all the world give back the
song
which now the angels sing.
FOURTH READING: Luke 2:6-7
While Joseph and Mary were in
Bethlehem, the time came for her
to deliver her child. And she gave
birth to her firstborn son and
wrapped him in bands of cloth,
and laid him in a manger,
because there was no place for
them in the inn.

They will not hurt or destroy
on all my holy mountain;
for the earth will be full of the
knowledge of the LORD
as the waters cover the sea.
On that day the root of Jesse
shall stand as a signal to the
peoples; the nations shall inquire
of him, and his dwelling shall be
glorious.

FOURTH CAROL Away in a
Manger (ELW 278)
1
Away in a manger, no crib
for his bed,
the little Lord Jesus laid down
his sweet head;
the stars in the bright sky looked
down where he lay,
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the
hay.
3
Be near me, Lord Jesus; I
ask you to stay
close by me forever and love me,
I pray.
Bless all the dear children in
your tender care
and fit us for heaven, to live with
you there.

THIRD CAROL It Came upon the
Midnight Clear (ELW 282)
1
It came upon the midnight
clear,
that glorious song of old,
from angels bending near the
earth
to touch their harps of gold:
“Peace on the earth, good will to
all,

FIFTH READING: Luke 2:8-14
In that region there were
shepherds living in the fields,
keeping watch over their flock by
night. Then an angel of the Lord
stood before them, and the glory
of the Lord shone around them,
and they were terrified. But the
angel said to them, “Do not be
afraid; for see — I am bringing
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you good news of great joy for all
the people: to you is born this
day in the city of David a Savior,
who is the Messiah, the Lord.
This will be a sign for you: you
will find a child wrapped in
bands of cloth and lying in a
manger.”
And suddenly there was
with the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host, praising God and
saying,
“Glory to God in the highest
heaven,
and on earth peace among those
whom he favors!”

FIFTH CAROL Hark! The Herald
Angels Sing (ELW 270)
1
Hark! The herald angels
sing,
“Glory to the newborn king;
peace on earth, and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled.”
Joyful, all you nations, rise;
join the triumph of the skies;
with angelic hosts proclaim,
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!”
Refrain: Hark! The herald
angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn king!”
3
Hail the heaven-born Prince
of peace!
Hail the Sun of righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings,
ris'n with healing in his wings.
Mild he lays his glory by,
born that we no more may die,
born to raise each child of earth,
born to give us second birth.
Refrain
SIXTH READING: Luke 2:15-20
When the angels had left them
and gone into heaven, the
shepherds said to one another,
“Let us go now to Bethlehem and
see this thing that has taken
place, which the Lord has made
known to us.” So they went with
haste and found Mary and

Joseph, and the child lying in the
manger.
When they saw this, they
made known what had been told
them about this child; and all
who heard it were amazed at
what the shepherds told them.
But Mary treasured all these
words and pondered them in her
heart.
The shepherds returned,
glorifying and praising God for
all they had heard and seen, as it
had been told them.
SIXTH CAROL Good Christian
Friends, Rejoice (ELW 288)
1
Good Christian friends,
rejoice
with heart and soul and voice;
give ye heed to what we say:
Jesus Christ is born today;
ox and ass before him bow,
and he is in the manger now.
Christ is born today!
Christ is born today!
3
Good Christian friends,
rejoice
with heart and soul and voice;
now ye need not fear the grave;
Jesus Christ was born to save!
Calls you one and calls you all
to gain the everlasting hall.
Christ was born to save!
Christ was born to save!

Communion Liturgy
OFFERING SONG. VV. 1-2 Go Tell It on the
Mountain (ELW 290)
Refrain: Go tell it on the mountain,
over the hills and everywhere;
go tell it on the mountain
that Jesus Christ is born!
1

While shepherds kept their watching
o’er silent flocks by night,
behold, throughout the heavens
there shone a holy light. Refrain
Down in a lonely manger
the humble Christ was born;
and God sent us salvation
that blessed Christmas morn. Refrain

Gracious God, you came to us as one unknown,
bringing joy and salvation to the earth. Nourish us
at your banquet table, that with all who welcome
your birth we may proclaim your peace, revealed in
Jesus Christ, our Savior.
🅲 Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING. DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.

🅲

And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.

🅲

We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

🅲

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

3

OFFERING PRAYER
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PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we
should at all times and in all places give thanks and
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through
our Savior Jesus Christ.
In the wonder and mystery of the Word made
flesh you have opened the eyes of faith to a new and
radiant vision of your glory, that, beholding the God
made visible, we may be drawn to love the God
whom we cannot see.
And so, with all the choirs of
angels, with the church on earth and
the hosts of heaven, we praise your
name and join their unending hymn:
SANCTUS
Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of
power and might:
Heav’n and earth are full of your
glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name
of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy God, Creator of all and
Source of life, at the birth of time
your word brought light into the world. In the
fullness of time, you sent your Word, born of Mary,
to shine in our darkness and to make us your
daughters and sons.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our
Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this
is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for
the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his birth and life
among us, his death and resurrection, we await his
coming again when all things will be restored in
him.
By your Spirit bless us and this bread and cup,
that, held and nourished by you, we may live as your
children, shining with the light of your Son. Through
him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father,
with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now
and forever.
🅲 Amen
LORD’S PRAYER
10
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Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us
pray as Jesus taught us.
🅲 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed
be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven:
Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The Word is revealed in a
manger, in simple bread and wine.
Come meet Christ in this meal.
COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for
you.
The blood of Christ, shed for
you.
R/ Amen.
COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 154)
Lamb of God, you take away the sin
of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
grant us peace, grant us peace.
SONG 1 DURING COMMUNION The First Noël
(ELW 300)
1
The first Noël the angel did say
was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;
in fields where they lay, keeping their sheep,
on a cold winter's night that was so deep.
Refrain: Noël, Noël, Noël, Noël!
Born is the King of Israel.
2
They looked up and saw a star
shining in the east beyond them far;
and to the earth it gave great light,
and so it continued both day and night. Refrain
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
We give you thanks, gracious God, that you
have once again fed us from your very self with the
body and blood of Christ. Through this mystery,
send us forth to proclaim your promise to a world in
need, through the same Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

CANDLE LIGHTING CAROL Silent Night, Holy
Night!: Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht! (ELW 281)
1
Silent night, holy night!
All is calm, all is bright
round yon virgin mother and child.
Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.
2
Silent night, holy night!
Son of God, love's pure light
radiant beams from your holy face,
with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at your birth,
Jesus, Lord, at your birth.
SENDING
BLESSING
Almighty God, who sent the Holy Spirit to
Mary, proclaimed joy through the angels, sent the
shepherds with good news, and led the magi by a
star, bless you this day ☩ through the Word made
flesh.

🅲

Amen.

SENDING SONG Joy to the World (ELW 267)
1
Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her king;
let every heart prepare him room
and heaven and nature sing,
and heaven and nature sing,
and heaven, and heaven and nature sing.
4

He rules the world with truth and grace
and makes the nations prove
the glories of his righteousness
and wonders of his love, etc.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus.

🅲

Thanks be to God.
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Thrivent Actions Team Project Supports Infant Moses
Jarlene Kriehn is currently running a Thrivent
Actions Teams project to support Grace Lutheran
Church's Infant Moses Diaper Ministry, and she is
asking for baby wipes or donations to purchase baby
wipes:
https://thrivent.cotribute.co/events/469055/detail?
src=crowd-fundraise-active-charity-mailto-185
You may also donate to Infant Moses on the
Donations page of www.gracekenosha.com. You can
select “Infant Moses Ministry” from the pulldown
list the page, although giving this way is not a part of
the Thrivent Actions Team project.
Infant Moses Ministry will be open Thursdays

December 24 and 31 for the Christmas and New
Year holidays.

Grace Offerings December 13, 2020
General offering ........................................ $ 1,348.00
Benevolence .................................................. $ 172.00
Christmas ........................................................$ 65.00
Infant Moses Ministry .................................. $ 210.00
Thrivent Choice.............................................. $ 30.00
Roof repair project ....................................... $ 100.00
Welcome Center/food pantry ....................... $ 110.00
From CityServe International, for GWC ...$ 1,092.00
Minus banking fees ............ $ (00.00)
Total ........................................... $ 3,127.00
Grace weekly budget: $2,943.20
Notes: Nominal banking fees are
charged on financial transactions made
through DonorBox on Grace’s web site.
Thank you to Bert and Brian Felland
for sponsoring worship bulletins in
December.
Please remember to mail in your
offering checks to Grace if you are not
worshiping here in person. You can also
contribute electronically through the
“Donations” link at GraceKenosha.com.
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Grace Lutheran Church
2006 60th Street, Kenosha, Wisconsin 53140-3893

www.GraceKenosha.com Worship services livestreamed at www.facebook.com/GraceElcaKenosha/
Pastor Jonathan Barker: jonathan.w.barker17@gmail.com 626-864-6404 Church office: graceoffice@wi.rr.com 262-654-9143
Office hours this week: 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Tuesday through Thursday
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