December 6, 2020

Gathering Liturgy for Second Sunday of Advent
Lighting of the
Advent
Candles
We praise
you, O God, for
this circle of
light that marks
our days of
preparation for
Christ’s advent.
As we light
the candles on this wreath, kindle
within us the fire of your Spirit,
that we may be light shining in
the darkness. Enlighten us with
your grace, that we may welcome
others as you have welcomed us.
Grant this through Christ our
Lord, whose coming is certain
and whose day draws near.
WREATH LIGHTING SONG
Light One Candle to Watch for
Messiah (ELW 240)
1 Light one candle to watch for
Messiah:
let the light banish darkness.
He shall bring salvation to
Israel,
God fulfills the promise.
2 Light two candles to watch for
Messiah:
let the light banish darkness.
He shall feed the flock like a
shepherd,
gently lead them homeward.

CONFESSION AND
FORGIVENESS
Blessed be God
the Father, ☩ Son,
and Holy Spirit,
whose forgiveness is
sure and whose
steadfast love
endures forever.
🅲 Amen.
Together let us honestly
and humbly confess that we have
not lived as God desires.
Loving and forgiving God,
🅲 we confess that we are
held captive by sin. In spite
of our best efforts, we have
gone astray. We have not
welcomed the stranger; we
have not loved our neighbor;
we have not been Christ to
one another. Restore us, O
God. Wake us up and turn us
from our sin. Renew us each
day in the light of Christ.
Amen.
People of God, hear this
glad news: by God’s endless grace
your sins are forgiven, and you
are free— free from all that holds
you back and free to live in the
peaceable realm of God. May you
be strengthened in God’s love, ☩
comforted by Christ’s peace, and
accompanied with the power of
the Holy Spirit.
🅲 Amen.

GATHERING SONG On Jordan's
Bank the Baptist's Cry (ELW
249) vv. 1 & 5
1 On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s
cry
announces that the Lord is nigh;
awake and hearken, for he
brings
glad tidings of the King of kings!
5 All praise to you, eternal Son,
whose advent has our freedom
won,
whom with the Father we adore,
and Holy Spirit, evermore.
GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.
🅲 And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Stir up our hearts, Lord
God, to prepare the way of your
only Son. By his coming
strengthen us to serve you with
purified lives; through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
🅲 Amen.

Readings for Second Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 40:1–11
Comfort, O comfort my people,
says your God.
2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
and cry to her
that she has served her term,
that her penalty is paid,
that she has received from
the LORD’s hand
double for all her sins.
3A voice cries out:
“In the wilderness prepare the
way of the LORD,
make straight in the desert
a highway for our God.
4Every valley shall be lifted up,
and every mountain and hill
be made low;
the uneven ground shall
become level,
and the rough places a
plain.
5Then the glory of the LORD shall
be revealed,
and all people shall see it
together,
for the mouth of the Lord
has spoken.”
6A voice says, “Cry out!”
And I said, “What shall I
cry?”
All people are grass,
their constancy is like the
flower of the field.
7The grass withers, the flower
fades,
when the breath of the
LORD blows upon it;
surely the people are
grass.
8The grass withers, the flower
fades;
but the word of our God will
stand forever.
9Get you up to a high mountain,
O Zion, herald of good
tidings;
lift up your voice with
strength,
O Jerusalem, herald of good
tidings,
lift it up, do not fear;
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say to the cities of Judah,
“Here is your God!”
10See, the Lord God comes with
might,
and his arm rules for him;
his reward is with him,
and his recompense before
him.
11He will feed his flock like a
shepherd;
he will gather the lambs in
his arms,
and carry them in his
bosom,
and gently lead the mother
sheep.

Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13
1You have been gracious to your
land, O LORD;
you have restored the good
fortune of Jacob.
2You have forgiven the
iniquity of your people
and blotted out all their
sins….
8I will listen to what the LORD
God is saying;
for you speak peace to your
faithful people and to those
who turn their hearts to you.
9Truly, your salvation is very
near to those who fear
you,
that your glory may
dwell in our land.
10Steadfast love and faithfulness
have met together;
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righteousness and peace
have kissed each other.
11Faithfulness shall spring up
from the earth,
and righteousness shall
look down from heaven.
12The LORD will indeed grant
prosperity,
and our land will yield its
increase.
13Righteousness shall go
before the LORD
and shall prepare for
God a pathway.
2 Peter 3:8–15a
Do not ignore this one fact,
beloved, that with the Lord one
day is like a thousand years, and
a thousand years are like one
day. The Lord is not slow about
his promise, as some think of
slowness, but is patient with you,
not wanting any to perish, but all
to come to repentance.
But the day of the Lord will
come like a thief, and then the
heavens will pass away with a
loud noise, and the elements will
be dissolved with fire, and the
earth and everything that is done
on it will be disclosed.
Since all these things are to be
dissolved in this way, what sort
of persons ought you to be in
leading lives of holiness and
godliness, waiting for and
hastening the coming of the day
of God, because of which the
heavens will be set ablaze and
dissolved, and the elements will
melt with fire? But, in
accordance with his promise, we
wait for new heavens and a new
earth, where righteousness is at
home.
Therefore, beloved, while you
are waiting for these things,
strive to be found by him at
peace, without spot or blemish;
and regard the patience of our
Lord as salvation.

Gospel: Mark 1:1–8
The beginning of the good news
of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
As it is written in the prophet
Isaiah,
“See, I am sending my
messenger ahead of you,
who will prepare your way;
the voice of one crying out in
the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight,’ ”

John the baptizer appeared
in the wilderness, proclaiming a
baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins. And people
from the whole Judean
countryside and all the people of
Jerusalem were going out to him,
and were baptized by him in the
river Jordan, confessing their
sins.
Now John was clothed with
camel’s hair, with a leather belt

around his waist, and he ate
locusts and wild honey. He
proclaimed, “The one who is
more powerful than I is coming
after me; I am not worthy to
stoop down and untie the thong
of his sandals. I have baptized
you with water; but he will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

Pastor Barker’s Sermon on Mark 1
As I pondered our gospel
this week I found myself
remembering people I have
known and read about who really
broke social norms.
For instance I remember
my first Friday away at college—
either my second or third day on
campus—and as I was brushing
my teeth, one of my hallmates
comes walking in wearing a three
piece tuxedo with cummerbund,
flip flops (it was California after
all), and a straw cowboy hat. As
he walked in as natural as could
be he said, “top of the morning”.
Shortly after that two more of my
hallmates walked in wearing
flipflops and tuxedos.
Eventually I learned that
my hallmates did this thing
called “formal Fridays”; but it
was always memorable seeing
them walk around our hall and
campus in formal wear and flip
flops.
This morning we start
Mark’s Gospel, which the
intended title was “the
Gospel/good news of Jesus
Christ”. This word Gospel, or
sometimes translated Good
News, at least in some uses in
Roman times was about a
messenger bringing good news of
military victory from the front.
So our interest is primed as
we study Mark for the next year.
What is this victory message that
Jesus’s life has brought?

Our passage this morning
most centrally focuses on John
the Baptist, his work calling for
repentance, and how he is
preparing the way for Jesus.

This Advent what I really
noticed about John and this
situation is how disruptive this
whole situation was.
Let’s start with John. John
is very much cast in the prophetic
tradition of Elijah. John is
wearing camel hair clothing,
eating locust and wild honey. We
are reading about John this
morning but imagine if he
walked into our church this
morning. Comes striding in in
his makeshift clothing made out
of camel hair. It would be wild.
John is going against, or we
might say has withdrawn, from
normal culture.
And he has done so in a
very intentional aesthetic way.

He has given up the comforts
first century life.
It is amazing how many
spiritual leaders have taken on
similar journeys of asceticism
and renunciation/withdrawal
through the centuries. Whether
it be Thoreau living off the land
at Walden Pond in his small
hermitage or Gandhi living off
fruit and nuts or the Rev. Martin
Luther King Jr. willing spending
weeks in prison, or St. Francis
stripping all of his clothing off
and living in nature.
They all had this similar
quality of radically breaking with
the comforts of their society to
lead spiritual lives.
There is something so
powerful about people like John
the Baptist and these other faith
leaders. Their willingness to
radically leave behind norms—
their willingness to go to such
lengths to be rooted in faith
shocks the conscious of those
around them.
People like John the Baptist
get our attention. And, I really
believe the church needs
witnesses like him today to help
us all wake up. And maybe, just
maybe, reading about this
wilderness ascetic this morning
will wake us up in new ways to
what it means to prepare for
Jesus.
Ê
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In John’s day, his message
has a tremendous impact. People
from Jerusalem and all around
start coming into the wilderness
to be baptized by him and to
repent of their sins. Again, we
are reading, witnessing this
powerful moment of disruption.
People are leaving the
comfort of their normal lives to
go out into the wilderness to
meet and learn from this holy
man. And not only are they
going out to visit but they are
confessing their sins. They are
humbly acknowledging that their
lives are not totally together.
That there are things that need to
change. This is a huge part of
confession—acknowledging that
the familiar path we are on has
problems.

How often when we sin do
we use excuses like, “everyone
else does this as well,” or “so and
so does this and they’re a pretty
good person so why shouldn’t I?”
So there is a way in which
true confession often times is
very disruptive and puts us at
odds with the rest of our culture.
In Luke’s Gospel, John’s
message is further elaborated,
and we read that the repentance
John seeks is that people share
their food with those that don’t
have food and share their extra
clothes with those that don’t have
clothes and that soldiers and tax
collectors should not use their
positions of power to profit off
the vulnerable.
And again, this is a message
that is disruptive, but also

powerful when delivered by a
man wearing nothing but camel
hair and eating bugs and wild
honey.
So I close with a challenge.
This Advent season, what
patterns in our own lives need to
be broken? Where do we need to
hear this voice of the camel hair
wearing one to confess and
change?
Maybe we ourselves are
ready to step out of some of our
comforts to help others have a
shock of conscious and turn their
lives over.
This will take some
discernment, but this is how we
prepare for Jesus during Advent.
Amen.

Creed, Prayers, and Communion Liturgy
HYMN OF THE DAY Prepare the Royal Highway
(ELW 264) vv. 1 & 4
1 Prepare the royal highway;
the King of kings is near!
Let every hill and valley
a level road appear!
Then greet the King of glory,
foretold in sacred story:
Refrain: Hosanna to the Lord,
for he fulfills God’s word!
4 His is no earthly kingdom;
it comes from heaven above.
His rule is peace and freedom
and justice, truth, and love.
So let your praise be sounding
for kindness so abounding: Refrain
CREED
🅲 I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son,
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of
the Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead.
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
INTRODUCTION TO PRAYERS Lord, Listen to
Your Children Praying (ELW 752)
Lord, listen to your children praying,
Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying,
send us love, send us power, send us grace.

“Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying” by Ken Medema copyright ©
1973 Hope Publishing Co. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission
under OneLicence.net permit #A-733643

PRAYERS
God of power and might, tear open the
heavens and come quickly to this weary world. Hear
our prayers for everyone in need.
Faithful God, you teach us to wait for you with
faithfulness and patience. Sustain and support us in
our doubts and questions. Nurture our faith as we
discern and enact your mission. Hear us, O God.
🅲 Your mercy is great.
Loving God, you set the stars in the sky and
breathe life into the earth. Renew the face of
creation where it is in need of your healing touch.
Mend the wounds of environmental damage and
restore balance to ecosystems so that all creation
can declare your praise. Hear us, O God.

🅲

Your mercy is great.
Steadfast God, you never tire of seeking
justice. Where people suffer from discrimination,
judgment, and injustice, speak words of truth and
comfort. We pray especially for . . . (current local,
national, or international issues of peace or justice
may be named). Lead us toward a world where
faithfulness will sprout underfoot and righteousness
rain down from above. Hear us, O God.
🅲 Your mercy is great.
Leading God, you ask us to make uneven
ground smooth. Make even the disparities between
your people. Sustain and support people with
physical and intellectual disabilities. Accompany
disability advocates who work for a world accessible
to all. Teach us to celebrate the great diversity in our
midst. Hear us, O God.
🅲 Your mercy is great.
Tender God, you know sorrow and joy alike.
We pray for those in our families and congregation
who are not joyful in this holiday season. Comfort
those who grieve, be a companion to
all who are lonely, tend those who
are sick or struggling with
depression, and gather all people in
your healing embrace. Hear us, O
God.
🅲 Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be
offered.
We pray for the family and
friends of Thomas Lenfestey Jr. &
Thomas Lenfestey III
•
Mary Andrews (Welcome
Center volunteer from St. Anthony’s)
•
Dawn Bench (Welcome Center volunteer)
•
Jackie Brichacek (Nancy’s sister-in-law)
•
Jean Boothe (Grace soup kitchen supervisor)
•
Hank Buehrens
•
Andrew Calvert
•
Pat Calvert
•
Barb Caputo
•
Holly Cummings
•
Eric Dangerfield (Carolyn Reynold’s
boyfriend)
•
Alyssa and Aaron Dell
•
Connie, mother of Welcome Center volunteer
Lynda Eirich
•
Gregory Foster
•
Steve Gapko
•
Shirleen Gulick
•
Dennis Houston (Dawn’s father-in-law)
•
Sydney Houston
•
David Kramer

•
David Kristopeit (Nancy’s brother-in-law)
•
Dorothy Keuffer
•
Dean O’Hanlon
•
Nancy Piehl (Andrew Calvert’s cousin)
•
Carolyn Reynold’s children Eddie, Santino,
and Lytosha
•
Cynthia Schwartz (Norma’s daughter)
•
Marcia Swanson
•
Joyce Swift
•
Linda Wadham
•
Florence and Jacqueline Walker (Carolyn’s
sisters)
•
Dottie Watts
•
Kristi Weiss (Rollie’s daughter)
•
Pastor Warren Williams

Darlene (Vivienne’s friend)
Hear us, O God.
🅲 Your mercy is great.
Eternal God, we give thanks for the saints who
have prepared your way in the wilderness and
taught us to continue their faithful work (especially
Nicholas of Myra). Make their generous lives an
example for all. Hear us, O God.
🅲 Your mercy is great.
Draw near to us, O God, and
receive our prayers for the sake of your
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
🅲 Amen.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you
always.
🅲 And also with you.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
MEAL
OFFERING We Give Thee but Thine Own (ELW
686)
1 We give thee but thine own,
whate’er the gift may be;
all that we have is thine alone,
a trust, O Lord, from thee.
OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
God of abundance, we bring before you the
precious fruits of your creation, and with them our
very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for
all those in need until the coming of your Son, our
Savior and Lord.
🅲 Amen.
Grace Notes
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GREAT THANKSGIVING. SONG Once in Royal
David’s City (ELW 269) vv. 1 & 4
1 Once in royal David’s city
stood a lowly cattle shed,
where a mother laid her baby
in a manger for his bed:
Mary was that mother mild,
Jesus Christ, her little child.
4 Not in that poor lowly stable,
with the oxen standing by,
we shall see him; but in heaven,
set at God’s right hand on high;
there his children gather round,
bright like stars, with glory crowned.
DIALOGUE & PREFACE
The Lord be with you.

🅲

And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.

🅲

We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

🅲

It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we
should at all times and in all places give thanks and
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through
our Savior Jesus Christ.
You comforted your people with the promise of
the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all
things new in the day when he comes to judge the
world in righteousness.
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise
your name and join their unending hymn:
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 153)
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
Lord God of power and might:
Heav’n and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy God, the Beginning and the End, our
Salvation and our Hope, we praise you for creating a
world of order and beauty.
When we brought on chaos, cruelty and
despair, you sent the prophets to proclaim your
justice and mercy. At this end of the ages your Son
Jesus came to bring us your love and to heal all the
suffering world.
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In the night in which he was betrayed, our
Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this
is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for
the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his life, death, and
resurrection, we await his coming again in
righteousness and peace.
Send your Spirit on us and on this bread and
wine we share: strengthen our faith, increase our
hope, and bring to birth the justice and joy of your
Son. Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy
Church, both now and forever.
🅲 Amen
INVITATION TO LORD'S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us
pray as Jesus taught us.
LORD'S PRAYER
🅲 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed
be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven:
Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.
COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 154)
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
grant us peace, grant us peace.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us
a foretaste of that day when the hungry will be fed
with good things. Send us forth to make known your
deeds and to proclaim the greatness of your name,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

🅲

Tell them that their war is over;
God will reign in peace forever.

Amen.
SENDING

3 Straight shall be what long was
crooked,
and the rougher places plain.
Let your hearts be true and
humble,
as befits God’s holy reign.
For the glory of the Lord
now on earth is shed abroad,
and all flesh shall see the token
that God’s word is never broken.

BLESSING
The Creator of the stars bless
your Advent waiting, the longexpected Savior fill you with love, the unexpected
Spirit guide your journey, ☩ now and forever.
🅲 Amen.
SENDING SONG Comfort Now My People (ELW
256) vv. 1 & 3
1 “Comfort, comfort now my people;
tell of peace!” So says our God.
Comfort those who sit in darkness
mourning under sorrow’s load.
To God’s people now proclaim
that God’s pardon waits for them!

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord.

🅲

Thanks be to God.

Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg
Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission: annual permit
#SAS017083
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Special Congregational Meeting Scheduled December 13
We will have a congregational meeting on
Zoom next Sunday, December 13, immediately
following worship. You can log in or call in. If you
are having trouble with those options please call the
church office and we will help.
We will vote on accepting a walk-in
refrigerator that a donor has very
generously offered to Grace. We
will also be voting on the location
of this walk-in refrigerator.
On December 2, Grace
Lutheran Council held a meeting
and voted to recommend that the
walk-in refrigerator be located in
the southeast corner of the
rainbow room. More information will be coming
out in the next newsletter.

To join the Zoom Meeting on line, click at
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6857498173?pwd=aFR
OMzFYZFRpOFdFbVNkOUlMdmF3UT09 . the
passcode is: 7WfefC .
Since this web addresses is very complicated,
we will post a link on our Facebook page and in the
December 6 newsletter post on our
website.
You can also phone in at 646-8769923. You will need to then enter the
meeting ID and passcode. The meeting ID
is 685 749 8173, and the passcode by
phone is 834854. (Note: You can skip the
participant ID prompt by pressing the #
key.)
If you are participating by phone, you can
mute and unmute yourself by pressing “#6”.

Grace Offerings November 22 to 29, 2020
General offering ....................................... $ 1,945.00
Infant Moses Ministry ................................... $ 10.00
Thanksgiving ................................................. $ 55.00
Welcome Center/food pantry ..................... $ 105.00
Parking lot usage .......................................... $ 40.00
Minus banking fees ............................. $ (11.32)
Total ......................................................... $ 2,143.68
Grace weekly budget: $2,943.20

Notes: Banking fees are charged on financial
transactions through DonorBox on Grace’s web site.
Thank you to Bert and Brian Felland for
sponsoring worship bulletins in December.
Please remember to mail in your offering
checks to Grace if you are not worshiping here in
person. You can also contribute electronically
through the “Donations” link at GraceKenosha.com.

Christmas ‘Carol Van’ Planned
Next Sunday December 13,
we will be having a Christmas
Carol-van. There are two ways to
participate:
First, we need carolers. We
will be singing with masks on
and will be standing a car length
apart from one another. We also
will be blessing each home and
"lighting" an electric candle.
So, we need folks who feel
safe being out who are willing to
drive and sing. If you want to be
part of our Carol-van plan on
meeting us at Grace at 3:45 pm,
and we will be leaving at 4:00 pm
sharp.
Second, we need homes to
carol at. Please contact the

church office and let us know if
you would like to be on the
caroling
route. We
would
especially
love to visit
any
member
who hasn’t
been able
to get on
Zoom or
Facebook
church, or
if anyone is
feeling
down.
Please let

us know; we really want to carol
in front of your home.
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Grace Lutheran Church
2006 60th Street
Kenosha, Wisconsin 53140-3893

www.GraceKenosha.com
Worship services livestreamed at www.facebook.com/GraceElcaKenosha/
Pastor Jonathan Barker: jonathan.w.barker17@gmail.com 626-864-6404
Church office: graceoffice@wi.rr.com 262-654-9143
Office hours: 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Tuesday through Friday

Warm Gifts for a Cold Season
Special
gifts have been
coming in the
Grace Welcome
Center as winter
approaches.
Barb Rankin
donated a
homemade scarf
and some other
winter wear, and
just this week,
the Kenosha
Moose Lodge
brought in 155
winter coats and
jackets they
collected from
their members.
Our friend
Lisa brought in a
donation of
10
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brand new long underwear, too. All of this will help
keep some of our neighbors warm in a difficult
season. Thank you, everyone!

