November 22, 2020

Gathering Liturgy for Christ the King Sunday
CONFESSION AND
FORGIVENESS (ELW pg. 94)
Blessed be the holy Trinity,
☩ one God, in whose image we
are made, who claims us and
calls us beloved.
🅲 Amen.
Holy One,

🅲

hark, how the heavenly anthem
drowns
all music but its own.
Awake, my soul, and sing
of him who died for thee,
and hail him as thy matchless
king
through all eternity.
5 Crown him the Lord of years,
the potentate of time,
creator of the rolling spheres,
ineffably sublime.
All hail, Redeemer, hail!
For thou hast died for me;
thy praise and glory shall not
fail
throughout eternity.

we confess that we are
not awake for you. We are
not faithful in using your
gifts. We forget the least of
our siblings. We do not see
your beautiful image in one
another. We are infected by
sin that divides your beloved
community. Open our hearts
to your coming, open our
eyes to see you in our
neighbor, open our hands to
serve your creation. Amen.
Beloved, we are God’s
children, and Jesus, our Beloved,
opens the door to us. Through ☩
Jesus you are forgiven, by Jesus
you are welcome, in Jesus you
are called to rejoice! Let us live in
the promises prepared for us
from the foundation of the world.
🅲 Amen.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.
🅲 And also with you.

GATHERING SONG. Crown Him
with Many Crowns (ELW #855)
vv. 1 & 5
1 Crown him with many crowns,
the Lamb upon his throne;

CANTICLE OF PRAISE: p. 139
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to God’s people on
Earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,

almighty God and Father,
we worship you,
we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ,
only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the
world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand
of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ, with the Holy
Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
O God of power and might,
your Son shows us the way of
service, and in him we inherit the
riches of your grace. Give us the
wisdom to know what is right
and the strength to serve the
world you have made, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
🅲 Amen.

Christ the King Scripture Readings
Ezekiel 34:11–16, 20–24
Thus says the Lord GOD: I myself
will search for my sheep, and will
seek them out. As shepherds seek
out their flocks when they are
among their scattered sheep, so I
will seek out my sheep.
I will rescue them from all
the places to which they have
been scattered on a day of clouds
and thick darkness.
I will bring them out from
the peoples and gather them
from the countries, and will bring
them into their own land; and I
will feed them on the mountains
of Israel, by the watercourses,
and in all the inhabited parts of
the land.
I will feed them with good
pasture, and the mountain
heights of Israel shall be their
pasture; there they shall lie down
in good grazing
land, and they shall
feed on rich pasture
on the mountains of
Israel. I myself will
be the shepherd of
my sheep, and I will
make them lie
down, says the Lord
GOD.
I will seek the
lost, and I will bring
back the strayed,
and I will bind up the injured,
and I will strengthen the weak,
but the fat and the strong I will
destroy. I will feed them with
justice. …
Therefore, thus says the
Lord GOD to them: I myself will
judge between the fat sheep and
the lean sheep. Because you
pushed with flank and shoulder,
and butted at all the weak
animals with your horns until
you scattered them far and wide,
I will save my flock, and they
shall no longer be ravaged; and I
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will judge between sheep and
sheep.
I will set up over them one
shepherd, my servant David, and
he shall feed them: he shall feed
them and be their shepherd. And
I, the LORD, will be their God,
and my servant David shall be
prince among them; I, the LORD,
have spoken.
Psalm 95:1–7a
1Come, let us sing to the LORD;
let us shout for joy to the rock of
our salvation.
2Let us come before God’s
presence with thanksgiving
and raise a loud shout to
the LORD with psalms.
3For you, LORD, are a great God,
and a great ruler above all
gods.
4In your hand are the
caverns of the
earth;
the heights
of the hills are
also yours.
5The sea is yours,
for you made it,
and your hands
have molded the
dry land.
6Come, let us
worship and bow
down,
let us kneel before the
Lord our maker.
7aFor the LORD is our God,
and we are the people of God’s
pasture and the sheep of God’s
hand.
Ephesians 1:15–23
I have heard of your faith in the
Lord Jesus and your love toward
all the saints, and for this reason
I do not cease to give thanks for
you as I remember you in my
prayers. I pray that the God of
our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father
of glory, may give you a spirit of

wisdom and revelation as you
come to know him, so that, with
the eyes of your heart
enlightened, you may know what
is the hope to which he has called
you, what are the riches of his
glorious inheritance among the
saints, and what is the
immeasurable greatness of his
power for us who believe,
according to the working of his
great power.
God put this power to work
in Christ when he raised him
from the dead and seated him at
his right hand in the heavenly
places, far above all rule and
authority and power and
dominion, and above every name
that is named, not only in this
age but also in the age to come.
And he has put all things under
his feet and has made him the
head over all things for the
church, which is his body, the
fullness of him who fills all in all.
Gospel: Matthew 25:31–46
Jesus said to the disciples,
“When the Son of Man comes in
his glory, and all the angels with
him, then he will sit on the
throne of his glory. All the
nations will be gathered before
him, and he will separate people
one from another as a shepherd
separates the sheep from the
goats, and he will put the sheep
at his right hand and the goats at
the left.
“Then the king will say to
those at his right hand, ‘Come,
you that are blessed by my
Father, inherit the kingdom
prepared for you from the
foundation of the world; for I was
hungry and you gave me food, I
was thirsty and you gave me
something to drink, I was a
stranger and you welcomed me, I
was naked and you gave me
clothing, I was sick and you took

care of me, I was in prison and
you visited me.’
“Then the righteous will
answer him, ‘Lord, when was it
that we saw you hungry and gave
you food, or thirsty and gave you
something to drink? And when
was it that we saw you a stranger
and welcomed you, or naked and
gave you clothing? And when was
it that we saw you sick or in
prison and visited you?’
“And the king will answer
them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you
did it to one of the least of these

who are members of my family
you did it to me.’
“Then he will say to those at
his left hand, ‘You that are
accursed, depart from me into
the eternal fire prepared for the
devil and his angels; for I was
hungry and you gave me no food,
I was thirsty and you gave me
nothing to drink, I was a stranger
and you did not welcome me,
naked and you did not give me
clothing, sick and in prison and
you did not visit me.’

“Then they also will answer,
‘Lord, when was it that we saw
you hungry or thirsty or a
stranger or naked or sick or in
prison, and did not take care of
you?’
“Then he will answer them,
‘Truly I tell you, just as you did
not do it to one of the least of
these, you did not do it to me.’
“And these will go away
into eternal punishment, but the
righteous into eternal life.”

Pastor Barker’s Sermon: Matthew 25:31–46
One of my favorite books is
Shane Claiborne’s The
Irresistable Revolution. So
many parts of that book have
changed and shaped my life.
One striking thing he writes
about is learning to meet Jesus
in the face of the stranger. He
first learns this working with
Mother Theresa in India and
then brings it back home to the
United States.
Shane Claiborne lives in a
part of Philadelphia that is
deeply impacted by poverty and
runs a ministry out of the home
he lives in with other new
monastics. As you can imagine,
there are a lot of people who
knock on his door looking for
help. He writes so movingly
about getting knocks on the door
at the end of long days where
they have been moving food or
toys or clothes all day, and in his
exhaustion knowing that once
again Jesus is at the door.
When I first read this it felt
very foreign. What does he mean
Jesus is at the door in the face of
the stranger?
Shane Claiborne and
Mother Theresa and many others
for the last two centuries have
come to this conclusion after
reading our gospel for the day,
Matthew 25.

In this reading Jesus
describes the final judgment.
The final judgment ends up being
very simple.
There are two groups.
The king invites the first
group to inherit the kingdom.
The people in this group have fed
Jesus when he was hungry, gave
him drink when he was thirsty,
welcomed him when he was a
stranger, gave him clothing when

he was naked, took care of
him when he was sick, and
visited him while he was in
prison.
Jesus explains that
when we do those actions to
the least of these we do them
for Jesus.
As Mother Theresa and
Shaine Claiborne then
realized, we see Jesus’s face
in our midst all the time.
Every person who is hungry,
thirsty, a stranger which we
could translate as foreigner or
resident alien, without the
clothing they need, sick, and
in prison is a person who we
see the face of Jesus in.
Grace Lutheran is
blessed to see Jesus hundreds
of times each week. We
welcome Jesus into our
church every time an infant
that would otherwise go
naked receives wipes and diapers
and clothes. Mystically, Jesus is
receiving a diaper and wipes each
time a family comes to Infant
Moses.
Every guest that receives
breakfast on Thursday and
Friday, or dinner on Wednesday,
is another person bearing the
face of Jesus. We mystically feed
Jesus a hundred times or more
each week.
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Every family that comes
looking for food at the pantry we
see Jesus. We are giving Jesus
food so Jesus will have food for
their shelves and will not go
hungry.
Grace, be encouraged! You
are living the gospel each week!
And the reward for this will be
inheriting the kingdom prepared
of you from the foundation of the
world.
Now, this passage is about a
little more than just the hungry,
thirsty, foreigner, naked, sick,
and prisoner.
In the gospels lists like
these are instructive but not
exclusive. So, we absolutely see
Jesus’s face in all of these faces
and absolutely feed, give drink,
welcome, clothe, care for, and
visit Jesus when we do those
things for people on this list.
But this list is also bigger.
This list is about mercy and it’s
hard to talk about mercy without
justice as well. Whenever we do
an act of mercy we do it for
Jesus. Whenever we do
something that leads to more
justice we do that for Jesus.

So for instance, this
passage does not mention
addiction care. But, because this
is merciful we know that it is also
included in this list. So, for
instance, we could say that every
time there is a NA group at our
church that Jesus himself is
receiving the mercy of NA.
Or, this passage doesn’t say
anything about kids. But, when
our educators at Grace act
mercifully towards their
students, they do so for Jesus
himself. Bert and Vivienne have
dozens of Jesuses in their midst
each day and the mercy of
education they give is given
directly to Jesus.
Or, this passage doesn’t
mention indirect service. For
instance, when Garriet turned on
the boilers last week for Amistad
to be able to worship, he did that
for Jesus. We can say that he
kept Jesus warm last Sunday.
And there is also the way
that this plays out in terms of
justice. If I buy a pair of blue
jeans that was made in a child
sweatshop, I have put Jesus into
a child sweatshop. In that child’s

face is Jesus and unfortunately I
am not being merciful and just so
I am harming Jesus in that
example.
Or a similar thing could be
said about the air we breathe and
our climate. When I burn fossil
fuel and a child struggles with
asthma, that is Jesus himself
struggling with asthma because
of my actions. Or when wildfires
rage in California and harm
children and adults because of
my high carbon lifestyle, I have
equally brought this suffering to
Jesus.
This passage is very
challenging but it is also very
beautiful. This passage invites us
to live in a world in which we see
Jesus hundreds and possibly
thousands of times a week. This
passage invites us to dwell in a
holy world where Jesus is
everywhere.
So as we go forth into this
Thanksgiving week, let us
remember that we are seeing
Jesus in the guests of all the
ministries of our church that we
see Jesus in each person’s face.

Creed, Prayers, and Communion Liturgy
HYMN OF THE DAY. Jesus Calls Us O’er the
Tumult (ELW #707) vv. 1 & 5
1 Jesus calls us; o’er the tumult
of our life’s wild, restless sea,
day by day his clear voice sounding,
saying, “Christian, follow me!”
5 Jesus calls us! By your mercy,
Savior, may we hear your call.
Give our hearts to your obedience,
Serve and love you best of all.
CREED
🅲 I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son,
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried; he descended to the dead.
4

Grace Notes

November 22, 2020

On the third day he rose again; he ascended
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of
the Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYER VERSE Lord, Listen to Your Children
Praying (ELW #752)
Lord, listen to your children praying;
Lord, send your spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying;
Send us love, send us power, send us grace.

“Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying” by Ken Medema copyright ©
1973 Hope Publishing Co. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission
under OneLicence.net permit #A-733643

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us,
we pray for the outpouring of God’s power on the
church, the world, and all in need.
Sovereign of all, train our ears to hear your cry
in the needs of those around us. Bless all social
ministries of the church through which we seek to
serve others as we ourselves have been served. Hear
us, O God.
🅲 Your mercy is great.
You cause rain to fall on the just and unjust
alike. Direct our use of creation to provide for the
needs of all people in ways that are sustainable for
the earth. Hear us, O God.
🅲 Your mercy is great.
Bring peace to every place where conflict rages
(especially…). Grant opportunities for ending
divisions among us and usher in your reign of unity
and reconciliation. Hear us, O God.
🅲 Your mercy is great.
Heal the sinful
divisions we erect
between us and release
us from systems of
oppression and
prejudice. Restore our
capacity to see your
image in those whose
dignity we have stripped
away (especially…) Hear
us, O God.
🅲 Your mercy is
great.
Pour out the gifts
of your Spirit on children
and youth throughout the church. Sustain those who
work in children’s ministry, youth ministry, and
campus ministry as they nurture the gifts of young
people. Hear us, O God.
🅲 Your mercy is great.
(Here other intercessions may be offered.)
Abiding God, care for all who are in need
especially:
•
The family and friends of Thomas Lenfestey,
Jr. and Thomas Lenfestey III
•
Mary Andrews (Welcome Center volunteer
from St. Anthony’s)
•
Dawn Bench (Welcome Center volunteer)
•
Jackie Brichacek (Nancy’s sister-in-law)
•
Jean Boothe (Grace soup kitchen supervisor)
•
Hank Buehrens
•
Andrew Calvert
•
Pat Calvert
•
Darlene (Vivienne’s friend)

•
Alyssa and Aaron Dell
•
Barb Caputo
•
Holly Cummings
•
Eric Dangerfield (Carolyn Reynold’s
boyfriend)
•
Connie, mother of Welcome Center volunteer
Lynda Eirich
•
Gregory Foster
•
Steve Gapko
•
Shirleen Gulick
•
Dennis Houston (Dawn’s father-in-law)
•
Sydney Houston
•
David Kramer
•
David Kristopeit (Nancy’s brother-in-law)
•
Dorothy Keuffer
•
Dean O’Hanlon
•
Nancy Piehl (Andrew Calvert’s cousin)
•
Carolyn Reynold’s children Eddie, Santino,
and Lytosha
•
Cynthia Schwartz (Norma’s daughter)
•
Marcia Swanson
•
Joyce Swift
•
Linda Wadham
•
Florence and Jacqueline Walker
(Carolyn’s sisters)
•
Dottie Watts
•
Kristi Weiss (Rollie’s daughter)
•
Pastor Warren Williams
Hear us, O God.
🅲 Your mercy is great.
Thank you for saints now departed who
fed the hungry, clothed the naked, and tended
to the sick. Inspire us by their example, that
we may see your presence in those in need
around us. Hear us, O God.
🅲 Your mercy is great.
Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus
Christ our Savior, until that day when you gather all
creation around your throne where you will reign
forever and ever.
🅲 Amen.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.

🅲

And also with you.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
OFFERING. We Give Thee but Thine Own (ELW
#686) v. 1
1 We give thee but thine own,
whate’er the gift may be;
all that we have is thine alone,
a trust, O Lord, from thee.
Grace Notes
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OFFERING PRAYER
God of all goodness, generations have turned
to you, gathered around your table, and shared your
abundant blessings. Number us among them that, as
we gather these gifts from your abundance, and give
thanks for your rich blessings, we may feast upon
your very self and care for all that you have made,
through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Servant.
🅲 Amen.
SONG: Beautiful Savior (ELW #838) vv. 1 & 4
1 Beautiful Savior,
King of creation,
Son of God and Son of Man!
Truly I'd love thee,
truly I'd serve thee,
light of my soul, my joy, my crown.
4 Beautiful Savior,
Lord of the nations,
Son of God and Son of Man!
Glory and honor,
praise, adoration,
now and forevermore be thine!
GREAT THANKSGIVING. (ELW p. 144)
The Lord be with you.

🅲

And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.

🅲

We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord
our God.
🅲 It is right to give our
thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and
our joy, that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks and
praise to you, almighty and merciful
God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the
grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us
the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs
of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 144)
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
6
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Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and
immortal: surrounded by evil and bordered by death
we appeal to you, our Sovereign, our Wisdom, and
our Judge.
We praise you for Christ, who proclaimed your
reign of peace and promised an end to injustice and
harm.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our
Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this
is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for
the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, the sacrifice of his
life and death and the victory of his resurrection, we
await with all the saints his loving redemption of our
suffering world. Send your Spirit on these gifts of
bread and wine and on all who share in the body and
blood of your Son: teach us your mercy and justice,
and make all things new in Christ. Through him all
glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the
Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and
forever.
🅲 Amen
LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy
Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
🅲 Our Father, who art in
heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven:
Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
There is a place for you at the banquet. Come
and feast at Jesus’ table.
COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
R7 Amen.

COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 146)
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
grant us peace.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Lord Jesus, in this simple meal you have set a
banquet. Sustain us on the journey, strengthen us to
care for the least of your beloved children, and give
us glad and generous hearts as we meet you on the
way.
🅲 Amen.
SENDING
BLESSING
May the God of all creation, in whose image we
are made, who claims us and calls us beloved, who
strengthens us for service, give you reason to rejoice

and be glad! The blessing of God, Sovereign, ☩
Savior, and Spirit, be with you today and always.
🅲 Amen.
SENDING SONG: Soon and Very Soon (ELW #439)
1 Soon and very soon we are going to see the King…
Hallelujah, Hallelujah, we’re going to see the King.
4 Soon and very soon we are going to see the
King…
Hallelujah, hallelujah, we’re going to see the King.
Coda: Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah!
Hallelujah!
DISMISSAL
Beloved of God, go in peace to love and serve
the Lord.
🅲 Thanks be to God.
Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com, Copyright © 2020 Augsburg
Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission, annual permit
#SAS017083

Grace Offerings: November 15, 2020
General offering ..................................... $ 1,025.00
Benevolence ............................................... $ 150.00
Infant Moses ministry ................................... $ 5.00
Welcome Center, food pantry ................... $ 105.00
Noisy offering ................................................ $ 7.58
Total ....................................................... $ 1,292.58
Grace weekly budget: $ 2,943.20

Notes: Grace Welcome Center received a
memorial gift of $200.00 this week in memory of
Thomas Lenfestey, Jr., and Thomas Lenfestey III.
Please remember to mail in your offering
checks to Grace. You can also contribute
electronically through the “Donations” link at
GraceKenosha.com.

Lauds to Garriet and Mike!
Laud to Garriet Dreger for
his tireless efforts to work on our
boilers and heating
systems. Garriet
came in on Saturday,
November 14 to get
everything started
again so that Amistad
could have heat on
Sunday for their
worship service.
Saint Garriet, thank
you for literally bringing heat to
God’s people so they could
worship last week. Well done.

Laud to Mike Swift for
shepherding the roof project to
completion. With
Mike giving a
helpful nudge, the
dumpster has been
removed and the
last balance boards
removed. Mike
has been keeping
an eye on this
project from its
start, and it has been a
tremendous success. Thank you
so much, Mike, for making sure

our church has a roof over our
heads!

Infant Moses Closed
This Week
Infant Moses Ministry will
be closed this Thursday,
November 26 for the
Thanksgiving holiday. Infant
Moses will reopen on Thursday,
December 3 from 2:00 to 5:00
p.m.
Grace Notes
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Liturgy for Thanksgiving Eve
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM (ELW p. 97)
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
🅲 Amen.
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we
are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. Let us
give thanks for the gift of baptism.
Water may be poured into the font as the presiding
minister gives thanks.
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning
your Spirit moved over the waters and by your Word
you created the world, calling forth life in which you
took delight. Through the waters of the flood you
delivered Noah and his family. Through the sea you
led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At
the river your Son was baptized by John and
anointed with the Holy Spirit.
By water and your Word you claim us as
daughters and sons, making us heirs of your
promise and servants of all. We praise you for the
gift of water that sustains life, and above all we
praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.
Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with
your forgiveness, grace, and love.
To you be given honor and praise through Jesus
Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now
and forever.
🅲 Amen.
GATHERING SONG Come, Ye Thankful People,
Come (ELW #693) vv. 1 & 4
1
Come, ye thankful people, come;
raise the song of harvest home.
All be safely gathered in
ere the winter storms begin.
God, our maker, doth provide
for our wants to be supplied.
Come to God's own temple, come,
raise the song of harvest home.
4

Even so, Lord, quickly come
to thy final harvest home.
Gather then thy people in,
free from sorrow, free from sin,
there, forever purified,
in thy garner to abide.
Come, with all thine angels, come,
raise the glorious harvest home!
GREETING

8
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The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of
God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all.
🅲 And also with you.
PSALM: Psalm 100
1Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all you lands!
2Serve the LORD with gladness; come into
God’s presence with a song.
3Know that the LORD is God, our maker to whom we
belong;
we are God’s people and the sheep of God’s
pasture.
4Enter the gates of the LORD with
thanksgiving and the courts with praise;
give thanks and bless God’s holy name.
5Good indeed is the LORD, whose steadfast love is
everlasting,
whose faithfulness endures from age to age.
CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 139)
This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
whose blood set us free to be people of God.
This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Power, riches, wisdom and strength,
and honor, blessing, and glory are his.
This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Sing with all the people of God,
and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing, honor, glory, and might
be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.
This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
For the Lamb who was slain has begun his
reign.
Alleluia.
This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.

🅲

Almighty God our Father, your generous
goodness comes to us new every day. By the
work of your Spirit lead us to acknowledge
your goodness, give thanks for your benefits,
and serve you in willing obedience, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Readings for Thanksgiving Eve
First reading: Deuteronomy
26:1–11
When you have come into the
land that the LORD your God is
giving you as an inheritance to
possess, and you possess it, and
settle in it, you shall take some of
the first of all the fruit of the
ground, which you harvest from
the land that the LORD your God
is giving you, and you shall put it
in a basket and go to the place
that the LORD your God will
choose as a dwelling for his
name.
You shall go to the priest
who is in office at that time, and
say to him, “Today I declare to

and an outstretched arm, with a
terrifying display of power, and
with signs and wonders; and he
brought us into this place and
gave us this land, a land flowing
with milk and honey. So now I
bring the first of the fruit of the
ground that you, O LORD, have
given me.”
You shall set it down before
the LORD your God and bow
down before the LORD your God.
Then you, together with the
Levites and the aliens who reside
among you, shall celebrate with
all the bounty that the LORD your
God has given to you and to your
house.

the LORD your God that I have
come into the land that the LORD
swore to our ancestors to give
us.”
When the priest takes the
basket from your hand and sets it
down before the altar of the LORD
your God, you shall make this
response before the LORD your
God: “A wandering Aramean was
my ancestor; he went down into
Egypt and lived there as an alien,
few in number, and there he
became a great nation, mighty
and populous. When the
Egyptians treated us harshly and
afflicted us, by imposing hard
labor on us, we cried to the LORD,
the God of our ancestors; the
LORD heard our voice and saw
our affliction, our toil, and our
oppression. The LORD brought us
out of Egypt with a mighty hand

Second reading: Philippians
4:4–9
Rejoice in the Lord always; again
I will say, Rejoice. Let your
gentleness be known to everyone.
The Lord is near.
Do not worry about
anything, but in everything by
prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be
made known to God. And the
peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your
hearts and your minds in Christ
Jesus.
Finally, beloved, whatever
is true, whatever is honorable,
whatever is just, whatever is
pure, whatever is pleasing,
whatever is commendable, if
there is any excellence and if
there is anything worthy of

praise, think about these things.
Keep on doing the things that
you have learned and received
and heard and seen in me, and
the God of peace will be with you.
Gospel: John 6:25–35
When the disciples found Jesus
on the other side of the sea, they
said to him, “Rabbi, when did
you come here?”
Jesus answered them, “Very
truly, I tell you, you are looking
for me, not because you saw
signs, but because you ate your
fill of the loaves. Do not work for
the food that perishes, but for the
food that endures for eternal life,
which the Son of Man will give
you. For it is on him that God the
Father has set his seal.”
Then they said to him,
“What must we do to perform the
works of God?”
Jesus answered them, “This
is the work of God, that you
believe in him whom he has
sent.”
So they said to him, “What
sign are you going to give us
then, so that we may see it and
believe you? What work are you
performing? Our ancestors ate
the manna in the wilderness; as it
is written, ‘He gave them bread
from heaven to eat.’ ”
Then Jesus said to them,
“Very truly, I tell you, it was not
Moses who gave you the bread
from heaven, but it is my Father
who gives you the true bread
from heaven. For the bread of
God is that which comes down
from heaven and gives life to the
world.”
They said to him, “Sir, give
us this bread always.”
Jesus said to them, “I am the
bread of life. Whoever comes to
me will never be hungry, and
whoever believes in me will never
be thirsty.”
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Pastor Barker’s Sermon on Psalm 100
When I was in third or fourth grade in Sunday
School, we made praying hands that also doubled as
turkey hands. On each finger we were supposed to
write something we were thankful for. I wrote
family, friends, and food and was invited by my
parents to offer that prayer before Thanksgiving.
I love the simplicity of five fingers and trying to
think of five things we are thankful for. This
captures Thanksgiving—sitting around a table
offering thanks.
Our Psalm this evening
reminds us of this Biblical
mandate to give God thanks and
praise.
We are invited to “make a
joyful noise to the LORD, all the
earth” and “worship the LORD
with gladness, come into his
presence with singing.”
There is a lot just in these two phrases to
unpack.
As is common in the Psalms, we hear this
command that the whole creation should give God
praise. God’s greatness is too big to miss out on any
potential choir members and this includes the
animals and elements as well all humans.
We might think back to the images or
experience of Victory in Europe Day with people
pouring into the streets to celebrate.
In this verse the psalmist is asking all of
creation to abrupt into spontaneous praise—all of
creation to flood the streets in praising song!
And not only this but we are reminded to “come
into his presence with singing”. Here we might
imagine how we enter people’s homes on
Thanksgiving—or at least, how we should enter
people’s homes. We are not to be dour, but we are
to be excited.
The Psalmist is asking that as we enter God’s
presence that we do so again with singing, with
gladness, with joy.
And in this psalm the reason for praise is about
God’s action— “It is [God] that made us, and we are
his” and also who God is, “his steadfast love endures
forever.”
This is a very good reason to give God praise.
God made us and made everything around us. And,
God not only made us but also claims us as God’s
own—this is a tremendous gift.
But it’s more than this. God promises us that
God’s love for us is eternal and unbreakable. God is
with us on each step of our journey loving and
caring for us.
10
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Now, eight months into this pandemic, the day
before many of us will not be with family on
Thanksgiving it can feel foreign to think about
giving thanks and praise to God. And not only are
we dealing with seperation from family but as a
congregation we are mourning the passing of
beloved siblings. And not only are we collectively
mourning but so many of our families have lost
loved ones this year or know that in the near future
they will. This is a hard time
indeed.
And I want to make an offer. If
you are feeling down this
Thanksgiving and need some
support, please reach out to me. I
would love to talk and pray with
you. And as I offer this to you I
offer this as someone who knows
how painful Thanksgiving can be—
as many of you know it was two days before
Thanksgiving several years ago when my wife was
diagnosed with a brain tumor. So, as a fellow
pilgrim who understands how painful Thanksgiving
can be, I offer my support to anyone who would like
that.
As we gather tomorrow to give thanks there are
a couple of spiritual tasks.
For some of us, it has been a long time since we
have slowed down enough to give God thanks or
maybe we just haven’t been feeling very thankful.
I hope each person listening to this sermon will
hold up their hand and think of one thing to be
thankful for for each finger.
And, as we discover or rediscover what we are
thankful for our task is to give God thanks.
Our second task tomorrow is to turn to God in
hope. Our God is steadfast and faithful. I know this
first hand—one year after Rachel’s diagnosis not
only had we learned it was benign but through
medication it has also stopped growing. And it’s not
just for me. I have seen God walk with so many
families through difficult years after the loss of a
loved one or other hardships. I will never forget one
widower I knew crying one thanksgiving and one
year later being full of thanksgiving that God had
brought him through the darkest parts of his grief.
Our Psalm said God is faithful to all
generations. We know that God is faithful to us in
this moment and truly that is reason to give God
thanks and praise!
Amen.

Thanksgiving Eve Creed, Prayers, and Communion Liturgy
HYMN OF THE DAY Sing to the Lord of Harvest
(ELW #694)
1
Sing to the Lord of harvest
your songs of love and praise;
with joyful hearts and voices
your alleluias raise;
by him the rolling seasons
in fruitful order move;
sing to the Lord of harvest
a joyous song of love.
3

Bring to this sacred altar
the gifts his goodness gave,
the golden sheaves of harvest,
the souls Christ died to save.
Your hearts lay down before him
when at his feet you fall,
and with your lives adore him
who gave his life for all.
CREED
🅲 I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son,
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of
the Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Knowing the one in whom we trust, and with
the help of the Holy Spirit living in us, we offer our
prayers for the church, the world, and all in need.
A brief silence.
Lord our God, we celebrate the bounty you
share with us. Place in your church a heart of
thanksgiving. Help us share the bread that is Jesus
Christ, so that no one will ever hunger for anything.
Lord, in your mercy,
🅲 hear our prayer.
Your creation is filled with life. You provide
fields and orchards, streams and lakes, animals and
plants in endless variety. Fill us with wonder and

awe at your handiwork as we seek to live humbly
among all creatures. Lord, in your mercy,
🅲 hear our prayer.
Be close to people for whom this is not a day of
celebration, but a day of mourning. Make us mindful
of all people and nations, with ears to hear and
hearts to listen. Make our daily thanksgivings a path
to reconciliation. Lord, in your mercy,
🅲 hear our prayer.
God of peace, be with those who are suffering
illness or hardship of any sort, especially:
•
Mary Andrews (Welcome Center volunteer
from St. Anthony’s)
•
Dawn Bench (Welcome Center volunteer)
•
Jackie Brichacek (Nancy’s sister-in-law)
•
Jean Boothe (Grace soup kitchen supervisor)
•
Hank Buehrens
•
Andrew Calvert
•
Pat Calvert
•
Alyssa and Aaron Dell
•
Barb Caputo
•
Holly Cummings
•
Eric Dangerfield (Carolyn Reynold’s boyfriend)
•
Connie, mother of Welcome Center volunteer
Lynda Eirich
•
Gregory Foster
•
Steve Gapko
•
Shirleen Gulick
•
Dennis Houston (Dawn’s father-in-law)
•
Sydney Houston
•
David Kramer
•
David Kristopeit (Nancy’s brother-in-law)
•
Dorothy Keuffer
•
Dean O’Hanlon
•
Nancy Piehl (Andrew Calvert’s cousin)
•
Carolyn Reynold’s children Eddie, Santino, and
Lytosha
•
Cynthia Schwartz (Norma’s daughter)
•
Marcia Swanson
•
Joyce Swift
•
Linda Wadham
•
Florence and Jacqueline Walker (Carolyn’s
sisters)
•
Dottie Watts
•
Kristi Weiss (Rollie’s daughter)
•
Pastor Warren Williams
•
Darlene (Vivienne’s friend)
Relieve their worried hearts by your nearness.
Grant them the peace that passes all understanding.
Lord, in your mercy,
🅲 hear our prayer.
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Watch over our community and guard our
hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Be the safety of
those who travel, and grant joyous times with
friends and loved ones. Bring reconciliation to
families in discord. Lord, in your mercy,
🅲 hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
Lord, you are near to those who have died in
you (especially Thomas Lenfestey, Jr., and Thomas
Lenfestey III…). Relieve our worries and give us the
joy of your saints, who, in unending truth, purity,
and excellence, praise you always. Lord, in your
mercy,
🅲 hear our prayer.
Trusting and delighting in you, we commend all
our lives into your loving hands.
We offer these prayers in the name
of Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.
🅲 Amen.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with
you always.
🅲 And also with you.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
MEAL
OFFERING, V.1 We Give Thee but Thine Own (ELW
#686)
1 We give thee but thine own,
whate'er the gift may be;
all that we have is thine alone,
a trust, O Lord, from thee.
OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring
forth food from the earth and nourish your whole
creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger
in any way, that all may know your care; and
prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING. DIALOGUE (ELW p.
144)
The Lord be with you.

🅲

And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.

🅲

We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

12
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🅲

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE (ELW p. 144)
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we
should at all times and in all places give thanks and
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through
our Savior Jesus Christ.
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise
your name and join their unending hymn:
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 144)
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
(ELW p. 145)
We give you thanks, Father,
through Jesus Christ, your beloved
Son, whom you sent in this end of
the ages to save and redeem us
and to proclaim to us your will. He
is your Word, inseparable from
you, through whom you created all
things, and in whom you take
delight. He is your Word, sent
from heaven to a virgin’s womb.
He there took on our nature and
our lot and was shown forth as your Son, born of the
Holy Spirit and of the virgin Mary.
He, our Lord Jesus, fulfilled all your will and
won for you a holy people; he stretched out his
hands in suffering in order to free from suffering
those who trust you. He is the one who, handed over
to a death he freely accepted, in order to destroy
death, to break the bonds of the evil one, to crush
hell underfoot, to give light to the righteous, to
establish his covenant, and to show forth the
resurrection, taking bread and giving thanks to you,
said:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do
this for the remembrance of me.
In the same way he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the
new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
Remembering, then, his death and resurrection,
we take this bread and cup, giving you thanks that
you have made us worthy to stand before you and to
serve you as your priestly people. Send your Spirit
upon these gifts of your church; gather into one all
who share this bread and wine; fill us with your

Holy Spirit to establish our faith in truth, that we
may praise and glorify you through your Son Jesus
Christ; through whom all glory and honor are yours,
almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy
church, both now and forever.
🅲 Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray
as Jesus taught us.
🅲 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed
be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven:
Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
God keeps adding places to
the table. Come to the banquet
that has no end!
COMMUNION SONG (ELW p.
146)
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
grant us peace.
SONG AFTER COMMUNION Let All Things Now
Living (ELW #881)
1
Let all things now living a song of
thanksgiving
to God the creator triumphantly raise,
who fashioned and made us,
protected and stayed us,
who still guides us on to the end of our days.
God’s banners are o’er us,
God’s light goes before us,
a pillar of fire shining forth in the night,
till shadows have vanished
and darkness is banished,
as forward we travel from light into light.
2

God rules all the forces:
the stars in their courses
and sun in its orbit obediently shine;

the hills and the mountains,
the rivers and fountains,
the deeps of the ocean proclaim God divine.
We too should be voicing
our love and rejoicing;
with glad adoration a song let us raise
till all things now living
unite in thanksgiving:
“To God in the highest, hosanna and praise!”

Text: Katherine K. Davis, 1892-1980, alt. Text © 1939, 1966 E.C.
Schirmer Music Company. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission
under OneLicence.net permit #A-733643

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
Lord Jesus, in this simple meal
you have set a banquet. Sustain us
on the journey, strengthen us to
care for the least of your beloved
children, and give us glad and
generous hearts as we meet you on
the way. Amen.
SENDING
BLESSING
Signed and sealed by the Holy
Spirit, you are Christ’s message of
love for this troubled world, written
by the same Sender. May our Lord Jesus Christ and
God our Father, who loved us and through grace
gave us eternal comfort and good hope, ☩ comfort
your hearts and strengthen them in every good work
and word.
🅲 Amen.
SENDING SONG Abide with Me (ELW #679) vv. 1
&5
1
Abide with me, fast falls the eventide.
The darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide.
When other helpers fail and comforts flee,
help of the helpless, oh, abide with me.
5
Hold thou thy cross before my closing eyes,
shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies;
heaven’s morning breaks,
and earth’s vain shadows flee;
in life, in death, O Lord, abide with me.
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Set your hope on Christ.

🅲

Thanks be to God.

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress.
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Grace Lutheran Church
2006 60th Street
Kenosha, Wisconsin 53140-3893

www.GraceKenosha.com
Worship services 9:30 a.m. Sundays, livestreamed at www.facebook.com/GraceElcaKenosha/
Pastor Jonathan Barker: jonathan.w.barker17@gmail.com 626-864-6404
Church office: graceoffice@wi.rr.com 262-654-9143
Office hours: 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Tuesday through Friday; closed Thanksgiving Day

Grace Plans Thanksgiving Worship, Pie Social, Listening Session on Zoom
Grace is so excited for digital church on
Thanksgiving Eve and a digital pumpkin pie social
afterward.
We will be broadcasting our service on our
Facebook page as usual. But, you can also watch or
call in with us on Zoom. Also, you can call or loginto a Zoom pumpkin pie social immediately
afterwards.
Joining us on Zoom will enable you to be a
part of the conversation, and to see and interact with
each other.
To log in on your computer, click at:
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/6857498173?pwd=aFR
OMzFYZFRpOFdFbVNkOUlMdmF3UT09 ;
the passcode is: 7WfefC
You can also call in at 646-876-9923. You will
need to then press the meeting ID and passcode on
your phone’s keypad. The meeting ID is 685 749
8173 and the passcode by phone is 834854.
Listening Session December 1
Executive Council will host a Zoom listening
session on December 1 at 6:30 p.m. on Zoom. If you
14
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have concerns about what is
going on at Grace right now,
please come to this meeting.
We want to hear your
concerns. This will be a
Zoom meeting that can both
be logged on to online and
also called into on a phone.
The process for participating is similar to that
for the Thanksgiving Eve worship and pie social, but
the address is slightly different.
To join the Zoom Meeting on line, click at
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6857498173?pwd=aFR
OMzFYZFRpOFdFbVNkOUlMdmF3UT09
Since these web addresses are very
complicated, we will post links on our Facebook
page and in the November 22 newsletter post on our
website.
The phone-in process for the Zoom listening
session is the same as for the worship service and
pie social. The meeting ID and passcodes are the
same. (Note: You can skip the participant ID prompt
by pressing the # key.)

