
 
 November 15, 2020

24th Sunday after Pentecost: Gathering Liturgy  
 
CONFESSION AND 
FORGIVENESS (ELW pg. 94) 
P  Blessed be the holy Trinity, 
☩ one God, in whose image we 
are made, who claims us and 
calls us beloved. 
🅲 Amen. 
P  Holy One, 
🅲 we confess that we are 
not awake for you. We are 
not faithful in using your 
gifts. We forget the least of 
our siblings. We do not see 
your beautiful image in one 
another. We are infected by 
sin that divides your beloved 
community. Open our hearts 
to your coming, open our 
eyes to see you in our 
neighbor, open our hands to 
serve your creation. Amen. 
P  Beloved, we are God’s 
children, and Jesus, our Beloved, 
opens the door to us. Through ☩ 
Jesus you are forgiven, by Jesus 
you are welcome, in Jesus you 
are called to rejoice! Let us live in 
the promises prepared for us 
from the foundation of the world. 
🅲 Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG. Holy, Holy, 
Holy (ELW #413) vv. 1 & 4 

1 Holy, holy, holy, Lord God 
Almighty! 

Early in the morning our song 
shall rise to thee. 

Holy, holy, holy, merciful and 
mighty! 

God in three persons, blessèd 
Trinity!  

4 Holy, holy, holy! Lord God 
Almighty! 

All thy works shall praise thy 
name in earth and sky and sea. 
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and 

mighty! 
God in three persons, blessèd 

Trinity! 
 
GREETING 
P  The grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
🅲 And also with you. 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE: p. 139 
P  Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to God’s people on 
Earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, 
we give you thanks, 

we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, 

only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the 
world: 

have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand 

of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, with the Holy 

Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 

Amen. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P  Let us pray.  
 Righteous God, our 
merciful master, you own the 
earth and all its peoples, and you 
give us all that we have. Inspire 
us to serve you with justice and 
wisdom, and prepare us for the 
joy of the day of your coming, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. 
🅲 Amen. 
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Lectionary 33 Readings 
 
Zephaniah 1:7, 12–18 
Be silent before the Lord GOD! 
  For the day of the LORD is at 

hand; 
 the LORD has prepared a 

sacrifice, 
  he has consecrated his 

guests. … 
At that time I will search 

Jerusalem with lamps, 
  and I will punish the people 
 who rest complacently on their 

dregs, 
  those who say in their 

hearts, 
 “The LORD will not do good, 
  nor will he do harm.” 
Their wealth shall be plundered, 
  and their houses laid waste. 
 Though they build houses, 
  they shall not inhabit them; 
 though they plant vineyards, 
  they shall not drink wine 

from them. 
The great day of the LORD is 

near, 
  near and hastening fast; 
 the sound of the day of the 

Lord is bitter, 
  the warrior cries aloud there. 
That day will be a day of wrath, 
  a day of distress and 

anguish, 
 a day of ruin and devastation, 
  a day of darkness and gloom, 
 a day of clouds and thick 

darkness, 
a day of trumpet blast and battle 

cry 
 against the fortified cities 
  and against the lofty 

battlements. 
I will bring such distress upon 

people 
  that they shall walk like the 

blind; 
  because they have sinned 

against the LORD, 
 their blood shall be poured out 

like dust, 
  and their flesh like dung. 
Neither their silver nor their gold 

  will be able to save them 
  on the day of the LORD’s 

wrath; 
 in the fire of his passion 
  the whole earth shall be 

consumed; 
 for a full, a terrible end 
  he will make of all the 

inhabitants of the earth. 
 
Psalm 90:1–8, 12 
1Lord, you have been our refuge 

from one generation to 
another. 

2Before the mountains were 
brought forth, or the land 
and the earth were born, 
from age to age you are 
God. 

3You turn us back to the dust and 
say, 
“Turn back, O children of 
earth.” 

4For a thousand years in 
your sight are like 
yesterday when it is past 
and like a watch in the 
night;  

5you sweep them away like a 
dream, 
they fade away suddenly like 
the grass: 

6in the morning it is green 
and flourishes; 
in the evening it is dried 
up and withered. 

7For we are consumed by your 
anger; 
we are afraid because of your 
wrath. 

8Our iniquities you have set 
before you, 
and our secret sins in the 
light of your countenance. 
… 

12So teach us to number our days 
  that we may apply our 
hearts to wisdom. 

 
1 Thessalonians 5:1–11 
Now concerning the times and 
the seasons, brothers and sisters, 

you do not need to have anything 
written to you. For you 
yourselves know very well that 
the day of the Lord will come like 
a thief in the night.  
 When they say, “There is 
peace and security,” then sudden 
destruction will come upon them, 
as labor pains come upon a 
pregnant woman, and there will 
be no escape! But you, beloved, 
are not in darkness, for that day 
to surprise you like a thief; for 
you are all children of light and 
children of the day; we are not of 
the night or of darkness.  

 So then let us not fall asleep 
as others do, but let us keep 
awake and be sober; for those 
who sleep, sleep at night; and 
those who are drunk, get drunk 
at night. But since we belong to 
the day, let us be sober, and put 
on the breastplate of faith and 
love, and for a helmet the hope of 
salvation.  
 For God has destined us not 
for wrath but for obtaining 
salvation through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who died for us, so that 
whether we are awake or asleep 
we may live with him.  
 Therefore encourage one 
another and build up each other, 
as indeed you are doing. 
 
Gospel: Matthew 25:14–30 
Jesus said to the disciples, “For it 
is as if a man, going on a journey, 
summoned his slaves and 
entrusted his property to them; 
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to one he gave five talents, to 
another two, to another one, to 
each according to his ability. 
Then he went away.  
 “The one who had received 
the five talents went off at once 
and traded with them, and made 
five more talents. In the same 
way, the one who had the two 
talents made two more talents.  
 “But the one who had 
received the one talent went off 
and dug a hole in the ground and 
hid his master’s money.  
 “After a long time the 
master of those slaves came and 
settled accounts with them. 
Then the one who had received 
the five talents came forward, 
bringing five more talents, 
saying, ‘Master, you handed over 
to me five talents; see, I have 
made five more talents.’  
 “His master said to him, 
‘Well done, good and trustworthy 
slave; you have been trustworthy 
in a few things, I will put you in 
charge of many things; enter into 
the joy of your master.’  
 “And the one with the two 
talents also came forward, 

saying, ‘Master, you handed over 
to me two talents; see, I have 
made two more talents.’  
 “His master said to him, 
‘Well done, good and trustworthy 
slave; you have been trustworthy 
in a few things, I will put you in 
charge of many things; enter into 
the joy of your master.’  

 “Then the one who had 
received the one talent also came 
forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew 
that you were a harsh man, 
reaping where you did not sow, 
and gathering where you did not 
scatter seed; so I was afraid, and 
I went and hid your talent in the 
ground. Here you have what is 
yours.’  
 “But his master replied, 
‘You wicked and lazy slave! You 
knew, did you, that I reap where 
I did not sow, and gather where I 
did not scatter? Then you ought 
to have invested my money with 
the bankers, and on my return I 
would have received what was 
my own with interest.  
 “‘So take the talent from 
him, and give it to the one with 

the ten talents. For to all those 
who have, more will be given, 
and they will have an abundance; 
but from those who have 
nothing, even what they have will 
be taken away.  
 “‘As for this worthless slave, 
throw him into the outer 
darkness, where there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ ” 

 

Pastor Barker’s Sermon: 1 Thessalonians 5:1–11 
 

 I wonder if you ever tried to 
do “SuperHuman” things 
growing up?  Like trying to 
transcend the limits of being 
human. 
 Much of my childhood was 
filled with endeavors like this.  
Put my brother and I near a pool, 
ocean, or lake and we were trying 
to see how long we could hold 
our breaths and how deep we 
could dive.  How cool would it 
have been if we could live 
underwater like Aquaman?!  Put 
us near rocks, play structures, or 
anything else that could be 
jumped off of or scaled and we 
would fling ourselves off of it.  
How cool would it have been if 

we could have flown like 
Superman?! 
 And it’s not just as children 
that many of us wish to have 
superpowers.  As adults we want 
these too, right?  Wouldn’t it be 
nice if we never needed to sleep 
so we could keep getting out to-
do list taken care of?  Wouldn’t it 
be nice if we never got sick?  
Wouldn’t it be nice if we never 
faced death? 
 Each November in the 
Lutheran Church we focus on the 
Second Coming of Christ, The 
Day of the LORD.  We do this 
because it is a fitting end to the 
church year and like one season 
blending into the next fits 
seamlessly with the beginning of 

our story as we celebrate the first 
coming of Jesus at the beginning 
of our church year. 
 Today, in our second week 
of pondering the Day of the 
LORD, all of our readings work to 
ground us in the truth of our 
existence.   
 The truth of our existence is 
we are not God—we are fragile, 
vulnerable, and fleeting mortals. 
 Psalm 90:5-6 tells us of our 
role in the universe.  “You sweep 
[us] away; [we] are like a dream, 
like grass that is renewed in the 
morning; in the morning it 
flourishes and is renewed; in the 
evening it fades and withers” 
 In the psalm we hear that 
our permanence is like a dream 
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in the night or grass that starts 
green in the morning of a hot day 
only to wither by evening. 
 The psalmist reminds us 
speaking of our lives that, “they 
are soon gone”.   
 Our earthly lives are 
temporal, and even if we live a 
full life the span of our life passes 
quickly.  One day we wake up in 
elementary school, the next in 
middle school, the next in high 
school, the next working or in 
college and on and on.  Life 
passes us by quickly. 
 And our lives must be 
rooted in this truth.  We are not 
superheroes, we are not 
immortal, we do not have forever 
to live, and on any day our life 
might be gone. 
 To be in right relationship 
with God is to acknowledge this—
God is eternal and immortal and 
we are not.   
 And it is also bigger than 
this.  Because the existence of 
this creation is on a finite 
timeline. 

 We know that on the Day of 
the LORD there will be a new 
heaven and a new earth—all will 
be remade. 

 But, we don’t know when 
this day will be.  Paul tells us in 
Thessalonians today, “For you 
yourselves know very well that 
the Day of the LORD will come 
like a thief in the night”. 
 We don’t know when the 
new heaven and new earth will 
come—it could come today, next 

month, five years from now, or 
hundreds or even thousands of 
years after we have died. 
 And, it is important to 
ground ourselves in this reality 
too.  The Day of the LORD could 
come at any time. 
 So why is this important? 
 It is important because it 
reminds us to do two things.  
First, these passages call us to be 
grateful and fully alive each day.   
 Second, these passages 
invite us to reflect each day on 
how we are living.  Are we loving 
those God who has put in our 
lives?  Are we doing the work 
God has called us to?   
 Our passages this week 
invite us to live with an urgency.  
If we don’t know when we are 
going to die; if we don’t know 
when God is coming back; then 
today is the day to start loving 
those around us and living our 
the call God has put on our life. 
 Amen. 

Creed, Prayers and Communion Liturgy 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY. Lord of Glory, You Have 
Brought Us (ELW #707)  vv. 1 & 4 

1  Lord of glory, you have bought us 
with your lifeblood as the price, 
never grudging for the lost ones 

that tremendous sacrifice; 
and with that have freely given 
blessings countless as the sand 
to the unthankful and the evil 

with your own unsparing hand. 
4 Lord of glory, you have bought us 

with your lifeblood as the price, 
never grudging for the lost ones 

that tremendous sacrifice. 
Give us faith to trust you boldly, 
hope, to stay our souls on you: 
but, oh, best of all your graces, 
with your love our love renew. 

 

🅲 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, 
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended 
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 
catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting. 
 
PRAYER VERSE Lord, Listen to Your Children 
Praying (ELW #752) 

Lord, listen to your children praying; 
Lord, send your spirit in this place; 

Lord, listen to your children praying; 
Send us love, send us power, send us grace. 

“Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying” by Ken Medema copyright © 
1973 Hope Publishing Co. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission 
under OneLicence.net permit #A-733643 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
P  Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, 
we pray for the outpouring of God’s power on the 
church, the world, and all in need. 
 Lord of the church, ignite your people with the 
passion of your love. By the fire of your Holy Spirit, 
unify us across ministries, congregations, and 
denominations, and refine us to participate in your 
activity throughout the world. Hear us, O God. 
🅲 Your mercy is great. 
P  Lord of creation, we stand in awe at the works 
of your hands and praise you for the beauty of 
nature (local places of natural beauty may be 
named). Bless the earth for your glory and restore 
its integrity where exploitation has caused ruin. 
Hear us, O God. 
🅲 Your mercy is great. 
P  Lord of the nations, sound forth your justice in 
the ears of all leaders. Increase concern for those 
who are most vulnerable, especially as international 
leaders forge trade agreements and cooperate to end 
human rights abuses. Hear us, O God. 
🅲 Your mercy is great. 
P  Lord of all in need, search out all who cry to 
you in distress. Scatter the heavy clouds of 
depression, chronic illness, unemployment, and 
loneliness with your radiant light. Send us as 
encouragement and signs of your healing. Hear us, 
O God. 
🅲 Your mercy is great. 
P  Lord of the stranger, stir up holy restlessness 
in us to extend love to those at the margins. Release 
our desire for control and open us to learn from the 
perspectives of others. Hear us, O God. 
🅲 Your mercy is great. 
P  Lord of healing and comfort, we pray for all 
who suffer from illness, especially: 
• Mary Andrews (Welcome Center volunteer 
from St. Anthony’s) 
• Dawn Bench (Welcome Center volunteer) 
• Jackie Brichacek (Nancy’s sister-in-law) 
• Jean Boothe (Grace soup kitchen supervisor) 
• Hank Buehrens 
• Andrew Calvert 
• Pat Calvert 
• Alyssa and Aaron Dell 
• Barb Caputo 
• Holly Cummings 
• Eric Dangerfield (Carolyn Reynold’s 
boyfriend) 
• Connie, mother of Welcome Center volunteer 
Lynda Eirich 

• Gregory Foster 
• Steve Gapko 
• Shirleen Gulick 
• Dennis Houston (Dawn’s father-in-law) 
• Sydney Houston 
• David Kramer 
• David Kristopeit (Nancy’s brother-in-law) 
• Dorothy Keuffer 
• Dean O’Hanlon 
• Nancy Piehl (Andrew Calvert’s cousin) 
• Carolyn Reynold’s children Eddie, Santino, 
and Lytosha 
• Cynthia Schwartz (Norma’s daughter) 
• Marcia Swanson 
• Joyce Swift 
• Linda Wadham 
• Florence and Jacqueline Walker (Carolyn’s 
sisters) 
• Dottie Watts  
• Kristi Weiss (Rollie’s daughter) 
• Rev. Warren Williams 
 Hear us, O God. 
🅲 Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
P  Lord of the living and the dead, we give you 
thanks for all the saints at rest from their labors 
(especially…). Rouse us to live by their example, 
that saints yet to come may also know your love. 
Hear us, O God. 
🅲 Your mercy is great. 
P  Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus 
Christ our Savior, until that day when you gather all 
creation around your throne where you will reign 
forever and ever. 
🅲 Amen. 
PEACE 
P  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
🅲 And also with you. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

MEAL 
 
OFFERING. We Give Thee but Thine Own (ELW 
#686) v. 1 

1  We give thee but thine own, 
whate’er the gift may be; 

all that we have is thine alone, 
a trust, O Lord, from thee. 

OFFERING PRAYER 
P  God of all goodness, generations have turned 
to you, gathered around your table, and shared your 
abundant blessings. Number us among them that, as 
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we gather these gifts from your abundance, and give 
thanks for your rich blessings, we may feast upon 
your very self and care for all that you have made, 
through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Servant. 
🅲 Amen. 
 
SONG BEFORE COMMUNION: “It Is Well with My 
Soul” (ELW #785) vv. 1 & 4 

1 When peace like a river attendeth my way, 
when sorrows like sea billows roll, 

whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say, 
it is well, it is well with my soul. 

Refrain: It is well (it is well) 
with my soul, (with my soul,) 

it is well, it is well with my soul. 
4 Lord, hasten the day when our faith shall be 

sight, 
the clouds be rolled back as a scroll, 

the trumpet shall sound and the 
Lord shall descend; 

even so, it is well with my soul. 
Refrain. 

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING. (ELW 
p. 144) 
P  The Lord be with you. 
🅲 And also with you. 
P  Lift up your hearts. 
🅲 We lift them to the 
Lord. 
P  Let us give thanks to the 
Lord our God. 
🅲 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we 
should at all times and in all places give thanks and 
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through 
our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame 
death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with 
all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and 
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join 
their unending hymn: 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 144) 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P  Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and 
immortal: surrounded by evil and bordered by death 

we appeal to you, our Sovereign, our Wisdom, and 
our Judge. We praise you for Christ, who 
proclaimed your reign of peace and promised an end 
to injustice and harm. 
 In the night in which he was betrayed, our 
Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this 
is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for 
the remembrance of me. 
 Remembering, therefore, the sacrifice of his 
life and death and the victory of his resurrection, we 
await with all the saints his loving redemption of our 
suffering world. Send your Spirit on these gifts of 
bread and wine and on all who share in the body and 

blood of your Son: 
teach us your 
mercy and justice, 
and make all 
things new in 
Christ. Through 
him all glory and 
honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, 
with the Holy 
Spirit, in your holy 
Church, both now 
and forever. 
🅲 Amen. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
P  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us 
pray as Jesus taught us. 
🅲 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed 
be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven: 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P  There is a place for you at the banquet. Come 
and feast at Jesus’ table. 
 
COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 146) 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
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have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

grant us peace. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P  Lord Jesus, in this simple meal you have set a 
banquet. Sustain us on the journey, strengthen us to 
care for the least of your beloved children, and give 
us glad and generous hearts as we meet you on the 
way. 
🅲 Amen. 
 

SENDING 
BLESSING 
P  May the God of all creation, in whose image we 
are made, who claims us and calls us beloved, who 
strengthens us for service, give you reason to rejoice 
and be glad! The blessing of God, Sovereign, ☩ 
Savior, and Spirit, be with you today and always. 
🅲 Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG: Let Us Talents and Tongues 
Employ (ELW #674) vv. 1 & 3 

1  Let us talents and tongues employ, 
reaching out with a shout of joy: 

bread is broken, the wine is poured, 
Christ is spoken and seen and heard. 

Refrain: Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again, 
pass the Word around: loaves abound! (Repeat) 

3  Jesus calls us in, sends us out 
bearing fruit in a world of doubt, 

gives us love to tell, bread to share: 
God (Immanuel) everywhere! Refrain 

“Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ” words by Fred Kaan, b. 1929. 
Text © 1975 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All 
rights reserved. Used by permission under OneLicence.net permit #A-
733643. 
  
DISMISSAL 
P  Beloved of God, go in peace to love and serve 
the Lord. 
🅲 Thanks be to God. 
Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com, Copyright © 2020 Augsburg 
Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission, annual permit 
#SAS017083 

Join Us In Car Parade 
 
 Our life long member, 
Dorothy Keuffer (and Dawn's 
mom), has had a year full of 
medical challenges, most 
recently suffering a stroke.  To 
support our dear sister, we are 
going to do a car parade for her 
to celebrate her birthday. 
 How this works:  On 

Sunday, November 29, meet at 
Grace's parking lot at 11:00 a.m.  
Bring signs, and decorate your 

car to show Dorothy our love and 
to celebrate her birthday.  Then, 
we will all drive our cars to 
Dorothy’s house and honk so she 
can see all of us driving by. 
 Please join us as we try to be 
a little bit of light for our beloved 
sister Dorothy. 

 

Grace Offerings: November 8, 2020 
 
General offering  ..................................... $ 1,346.00 
Benevolence .................................................. $ 15.00 
Infant Moses Ministry ................................. $ 20.00 
Welcome Center food pantry ...................... $ 10.00 
Worship bulletins ..................................... $ 200.00 
Thrivent Choice program .......................... $ 214.00 
Roofing project .......................................... $ 275.00 
Parking lot use ............................................. $ 20.00 
Amistad Cristiana building use ................ $ 800.00 
Total  ...................................................... $ 2,900.00  

Grace weekly budget: $2,943.20 

 Thanks to Brian and Bert Felland for 
sponsoring the worship bulletins in the month of 
November. 
 Please remember 
to mail in your offering 
checks to Grace if you 
are not worshiping 
here in person. You can 
also contribute 
electronically through 
the “Donations” link at 
GraceKenosha.com. 



Faithfully Steward the Gifts God Has Given 
 
 As members of the ELCA, we 
believe that we are freed in Christ 
to serve and love our neighbor.  
 How do we respond to God’s 
call to serve and love our 
neighbors? We faithfully steward 
the gifts God has so abundantly 
given to us. Although some think 
of stewardship as only a financial 
response to God’s love, 
stewardship encompasses so 

much more than money. It is 
about how we use all that God has 
entrusted to 
our care — our 
time, our 
talents and our 
treasures — to 
love God and 
our neighbors, 
both inside and outside of the 
church walls and our homes. 

 Stewardship, in its simplest 
form, is the practice of generosity. 

It is essential to the daily 
expression of our faith. As 
a church that is energized 
by lively engagement in our 
faith and life, we know that 
understanding personal 
and household stewardship 

is crucial in responding to God’s 
abundant grace.

 
2021 Estimate of Giving Card  
for Grace Lutheran Church 
 
In grateful response to God's love and mercy, I/We estimate my/our giving will be: 

  □ week  

$____________per  □ month Current $_____________  Benevolence $_______________ 

  □ year 

Name/s__________________________________________________Date____________/2020 
 

Keep this copy for your records 
" ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
2021 Estimate of Giving Card 
for Grace Lutheran Church 
 
In grateful response to God's love and mercy, I/We estimate 

my/our giving will be: 

  □ week  

$____________per  □ month  Current $_______________  Benevolence $_____________ 

  □ year 

Name/s________________________________________________Date______________/2020 

 

Address_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone_________________________________ Envelope number__________________ 

 

Email address_________________________________________________________________  
Church copy 
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Bishop Erickson’s Pastoral Message on Election 
 
 Dear friends in Christ: 
 As we continue to await the 
final results of this expensive and 
exhausting election season, I’m 
writing to remind us all of a few 
essential truths that I pray will 
guide us as we engage in the 
difficult work that is before us. 
 First, we need to honor and 
trust the process. Even as I write 
this on Thursday morning, 
thousands upon thousands of poll 
workers and election officials are 
working day and night to ensure 
that every vote is counted and 
every election remains free and 
fair. We need to exercise patience 
and allow the process to work so 
that those who are finally elected 
to govern can do the work they 
are called to do. 
 Second, we need to 
acknowledge that the divisions 
among us are deep and painful. As 
our political discourse becomes 
more and more extreme and those 
who hold views and support 
candidates on “the other side” 
become increasingly demonized, 
we need to engage with one 
another with curiosity and 
compassion, recognizing the 
humanity of those the world 
might label as our “opponents.” 
This is not to say that every 

opinion is equally valid, and that 
we just need to learn how to 
“agree to disagree.” As disciples of 
Christ, we are called to speak the 

truth and love our neighbors, and 
we need to broaden our curiosity 
and compassion with the courage 
to hold one another accountable 
to this calling. 
 Third, we need to remember 
that, regardless of who serves as 
president or which party is on top 
at the moment, and while the 
decisions they make and the 
policies they enact as they govern 
make a real difference in the lives 
of real people, our government 
alone cannot save us. The real 

work of creating a society in 
which human dignity is honored 
and justice is available for all 
belongs to each and every one of 

us. Elections are important, but 
we all need to participate in 
reweaving the torn fabric of our 
communities and our 
relationships. 
 And, finally, we need to 
remember the psalmist’s words 
that many of us read in worship 
on Reformation Sunday, from 
Psalm 46, verses 6 and 7: “The 
nations are in an uproar, the 
kingdoms totter; he utters his 
voice, the earth melts. The Lord 
of hosts is with us; the God of 
Jacob is our refuge.” Even 
when we fear that our world is 
crumbling and the systems and 

structures that we have come to 
rely on are falling apart, we are 
not alone. God is in the midst of 
the chaos, not to provide for us a 
hiding place where we can just 
wait for things to get back to 
normal, but as a source of 
strength and calm, helping us see 
the path that we are called to 
walk, and giving us the courage 
we need to walk this road 
together. 
 In Christ, 
 Bishop Paul Erickson

 
Elsewhere in Our Area 

Trinity Lutheran Serves Chili Fund Raiser 
 
 Trinity Lutheran Church, 
7104 39th Avenue, plans a chili 
fundraiser this Sunday, 
November 15, 11:30 to 1:00. 
Meals are available for pick-up 
only at the west entrance doors)  
 Dinners are $10 each and 
are enough for one person, and 
include: 
•  16 oz. chili (additional. 
containers of chili are $5 each) 

•  Two dinner rolls 
• Taffy apple salad 
•  Pumpkin Bars 
 Please call to pre-order:  
Mary 903-335-6440, or Gayle 
262-652-8676 (if no answer, 
leave a message). Payment at the 
door – check (made out to 
Trinity Lutheran Church) or 
exact cash amount (in envelope). 
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