
 
November 8, 2020 

23rd Sunday after Pentecost: Gathering Liturgy  
 
CONFESSION AND 
FORGIVENESS (ELW pg. 94) 
P  Blessed be the holy Trinity, 
☩ one God, in whose image we 
are made, who claims us and 
calls us beloved. 
🅲 Amen. 
P  Holy One, 
🅲 we confess 
that we are not 
awake for you. We 
are not faithful in 
using your gifts. 
We forget the least 
of our siblings. We 
do not see your 
beautiful image in 
one another. We 
are infected by sin 
that divides your 
beloved 
community. Open 
our hearts to your 
coming, open our 
eyes to see you in our 
neighbor, open our hands to 
serve your creation. Amen. 
P  Beloved, we are God’s 
children, and Jesus, our Beloved, 
opens the door to us. Through ☩ 
Jesus you are forgiven, by Jesus 
you are welcome, in Jesus you 
are called to rejoice! Let us live in 
the promises prepared for us 
from the foundation of the world. 
🅲 Amen. 
 

GATHERING SONG. O God, Our 
Help in Ages Past (ELW #632) 
vv. 1 & 6 

1 O God, our help in ages past, 
our hope for years to come, 
our shelter from the stormy 

blast, 
and our eternal home:  

6 O God, our help in ages past, 
our hope for years to come, 

still be our guard while troubles 
last 

and our eternal home. 
 
GREETING 
P  The grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 

🅲 And also with you. 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE: p. 139 
P  Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to God’s people on 
Earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, 
we give you thanks, 

we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, 

only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the 
world: 

have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand 

of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, with the Holy 

Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 

Amen. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P  Let us pray.  
 O God of justice and love, 
you illumine our way through life 
with the words of your Son. Give 
us the light we need, and awaken 
us to the needs of others, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. 
🅲 Amen. 
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Lectionary 32 Readings 
 
Amos 5:18–24 
Alas for you who desire the day 
of the LORD! 
Why do you want the day of the 
LORD? 
 It is darkness, not light; 
as if someone fled from a lion, 
  and was met by a bear; 
 or went into the house and 
rested a hand against the wall, 
  and was bitten by a snake. 
Is not the day of the LORD 
darkness, not light, 
  and gloom with no 
brightness in it? 
I hate, I despise your festivals, 
  and I take no delight in your 
solemn assemblies. 
Even though you offer me your 
burnt offerings and grain 
offerings, 
  I will not accept them; 
 and the offerings of well-being 
of your fatted animals 
  I will not look upon. 
Take away from me the noise of 
your songs; 
  I will not listen to the 
melody of your harps. 
But let justice roll down like 
waters, 
  and righteousness like an 
ever-flowing stream. 
 
Psalm 70 
1Be pleased, O God, to deliver 

me; 
  O LORD, make haste to help 

me. 
2Let those who seek my life 

be put to shame and 
confounded; 

  let those who take 
pleasure in my 
misfortune draw back and 
be disgraced.  

3Let those who say to me “Aha!” 
and gloat over me 

  turn back because of their 
shame. 

4Let all who seek you rejoice 
and be glad in you; 

  let those who love your 
salvation say forever, 
“Great is the LORD!” 

5But as for me, I am poor and 
needy; come to me quickly, O 
God. 

  You are my helper and my 
deliverer; O LORD, do not 
tarry 

 
1 Thessalonians 4:13–18 
We do not want you to be 
uninformed, brothers and sisters, 
about those who have died, so 
that you may not grieve as others 
do who have no hope. For 
since we believe that Jesus 
died and rose again, even so, 
through Jesus, God will bring 
with him those who have 
died. For this we declare to 
you by the word of the Lord, 
that we who are alive, who 
are left until the coming of 
the Lord, will by no means 
precede those who have died. 
For the Lord himself, with a 
cry of command, with the 
archangel’s call and with the 
sound of God’s trumpet, will 
descend from heaven, and 
the dead in Christ will rise 
first. Then we who are alive, 
who are left, will be caught 
up in the clouds together with 
them to meet the Lord in the air; 
and so we will be with the Lord 
forever. Therefore encourage one 
another with these words. 
 
Gospel: Matthew 25:1–13 
Jesus said to the disciples, “Then 
the kingdom of heaven will be 
like this. Ten bridesmaids took 
their lamps and went to meet the 
bridegroom. Five of them were 
foolish, and five were wise. When 
the foolish took their lamps, they 

took no oil with them; but the 
wise took flasks of oil with their 
lamps. 
 “As the bridegroom was 
delayed, all of them became 
drowsy and slept. But at 
midnight there was a shout, 
‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! 
Come out to meet him.’ Then all 
those bridesmaids got up and 
trimmed their lamps.  
 “The foolish said to the 
wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, 
for our lamps are going out.’  
 “But the wise replied, ‘No! 
there will not be enough for you 
and for us; you had better go to 

the dealers and buy some for 
yourselves.’  
 “And while they went to 
buy it, the bridegroom came, and 
those who were ready went with 
him into the wedding banquet; 
and the door was shut. Later the 
other bridesmaids came also, 
saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’  
 “But he replied, ‘Truly I tell 
you, I do not know you.’  
 “Keep awake therefore, for 
you know neither the day nor the 
hour.” 
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Pastor Barker’s Sermon: Amos 5:18–24 
 

 Whenever I read Amos 
5:24, I hear the voice of the Rev. 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
famously quoting this passage as 
a crescendo of one of his 
speeches.  I imagine that might 
be the case for others as well. 
 What might be less familiar 
is the context for that speech.  At 
the time Martin Luther King had 
been the pastor of Dexter Baptist 
Church in Montgomery Alabama 
for a little more than a year.  The 
Thursday before Rosa Parks had 
been arrested for not getting up 
out of her seat and moving to the 
back of the bus because of 
Montgomery’s segregation laws.  
The weekend had been a flurry of 
activity leading up to Monday 
when a one-day bus boycott had 
been called for. 
 That evening, Martin 
Luther King come home for 
dinner only to be summoned to a 
mass meeting.  He had 20 
minutes to put his thoughts 
together before addressing a 
stunning crowd of 5,000 people.  
 He spoke of being tired: 
“There comes a time when people 
get tired of being trampled over 
by the iron feet of oppression.”  
The oppression he was speaking 
of was specifically the oppression 
faced by the black community on 
busses but more broadly 
segregation in general. 
 And then he delivered his 
famous line, “And we are 
determined here in Montgomery 
to work and fight until justice 
runs down like water, and 
righteousness like a mighty 
stream.” 
 The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr.’s use of this passage is 
instructive for us today about 
what Amos is speaking about.  
God through the prophet Amos is 
calling Israel to have an 
overwhelming amount of justice.  

The water imagery is the idea of a 
flash flood.  Israel is to be a place 
where justice floods their 
community. 
 But what is justice?   
 Maybe a simple way to 
understand this question is 
through the old non-biblical 
saying about “give a person a fish 
and they eat for a day; teach a 
man to fish and they eat for a 
lifetime.” 
 This saying draws a good 
distinction between an act of 
mercy—giving a hungry person a 
fish and an act of what we might 
call development work—teaching 
a person to fish.  If 
we want to 
understand justice 
we might look 
deeper into this 
saying.  Justice is 
about asking why 
there is a coal 
power plant 
dumping mercury 
into that person’s 
fishing hole, or 
why there is a 
fence built around 
it that the person 
is not allowed to cross.  Those are 
the questions of justice. 
 And segregation on buses 
gives us a perfect example of 
injustice.  At the end of a long 
day of work why did the black 
riders have to stand up for the 
white riders to sit?  And there 
were more ways the bus system 
was unjust as well.  Oftentimes 
the black riders would have to 
pay the bus driver at the front 
and then walk to the back of the 
bus and enter through the back.  
But, bus drivers often times 
would not wait and would drive 
off before the fare payer could get 
on. 
 Now, when we look at 
Amos we see how very serious 

God is about justice.  Before the 
famous lines King quoted, we 
read God say, “I hate, I despise 
your festivals, and I take no 
delight in your solemn 
assemblies.  Even though you 
offer me burnt offerings and 
grain offerings, I will not accept 
them; and the offerings of well-
being of your fatted animals I will 
not look upon.  Take away from 
me the noise of your songs’ I will 
not listen to the melody of your 
harps”. 
 These are very strong words 
from God.  God is telling God’s 
people that God has one 

expectation of them—
do justice.  This is 
worth repeating.  God 
is telling God’s people 
that God has one 
expectation of them—
do justice. 
 And God has this 
one expectation of us 
as well.  Do justice. 
 Church family, 
Grace Lutheran 
Church has heard this 
command.  Grace 
Lutheran is a church 

where justice happens.   
 When our city shut down 
First Step, Grace was there to 
work to make sure justice runs 
down like water and 
righteousness like a mighty 
stream. 
 When Jacob Blake was shot 
in the back seven times Grace 
was there to work to make sure 
justice runs down like water and 
righteousness like a mighty 
stream. 
 And when injustice 
happens in the future, I know 
Grace will be there to work to 
make sure justice runs down like 
water and righteousness like a 
mighty stream! 
 Amen. 
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Creed, Prayers and Communion Liturgy 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY. Soon and Very Soon (ELW 
#504)  vv. 1 & 4 

1  Soon and very soon, we are going to see the 
King... 

Hallelujah, hallelujah! We’re going to see the King. 
4 Soon and very soon, we are going to see the 

King… 
Hallelujah, Hallelujah! We’re going to see the King. 

Coda:  Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 
Hallelujah! 

Text © 1976 Budjohn Songs/Crouch, admin. The Sparrow Corp. 
 

🅲 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, 
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended 
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 
catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting. 
 
PRAYER VERSE Lord, Listen to Your Children 
Praying (ELW #752) 

Lord, listen to your children praying; 
Lord, send your spirit in this place; 

Lord, listen to your children praying; 
Send us love, send us power, send us grace. 

“Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying” by Ken Medema copyright © 
1973 Hope Publishing Co. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission 
under OneLicence.net permit #A-733643 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
P  Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, 
we pray for the outpouring of God’s power on the 
church, the world, and all in need. 
 Holy God, rouse us to deep praise as we gather 
for worship. Enliven our worship with sincere and 
heartfelt song. Sustain the work of all church 
musicians and artists who lead us in praise and 
prayer (especially…). Hear us, O God. 
🅲 Your mercy is great. 
P  Holy Creator, surprise and delight us with the 
beauty of the world you have made. Bless the work 
of landscapers, architects, and artists whose work 

invites us into harmonious living with your creation. 
Hear us, O God. 
🅲 Your mercy is great. 
P  Holy Judge, let justice roll down like waters 
over this world. Reign over the courtrooms of every 
land, in the hearts of those who guard the law and 
those who stand accused of crimes. Be present in 
cases where we long for both justice and mercy to 
prevail (especially…). Hear us, O God. 
🅲 Your mercy is great. 
P  Holy Companion, console those who feel 
lonely or abandoned. Share the hours of those who 
live and eat alone. Comfort those who have few 
friends or who struggle with their identity and place 
in this world. Hear us, O God. 
🅲 Your mercy is great. 
P  Holy Protector, be with all observing Veterans 
Day. Guard the lives of active duty and retired 
military personnel. Comfort all who mourn those 
who have died in the line of duty. Heal the wounds, 
both physical and mental, experienced by service 
members. Hear us, O God. 
🅲 Your mercy is great. 
P  Holy healer, we pray for all who suffer from 
illness, especially: 
• Mary Andrews (Welcome Center volunteer 
from St. Anthony’s) 
• Dawn Bench (Welcome Center volunteer) 
• Jackie Brichacek (Nancy’s sister-in-law) 
• Jean Boothe (Grace soup kitchen supervisor) 
• Hank Buehrens 
• Andrew Calvert 
• Pat Calvert 
• Alyssa and Aaron Dell 
• Barb Caputo 
• Holly Cummings 
• Eric Dangerfield (Carolyn Reynold’s 
boyfriend) 
• Connie, mother of Welcome Center volunteer 
Lynda Eirich 
• Gregory Foster 
• Steve Gapko 
• Shirleen Gulick 
• Dennis Houston (Dawn’s father-in-law) 
• Sydney Houston 
• David Kramer 
• David Kristopeit (Nancy’s brother-in-law) 
• Dorothy Keuffer 
• Dean O’Hanlon 
• Nancy Piehl (Andrew Calvert’s cousin) 
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• Carolyn Reynold’s children Eddie, Santino, 
and Lytosha 
• Cynthia Schwartz (Norma’s daughter) 
• Dakota Sharrard (daughter of Welcome Center 
guest) 
• Marcia Swanson 
• Joyce Swift 
• Florence and Jacqueline Walker (Carolyn’s 
sisters) 
• Dottie Watts  
• Kristi Weiss (Rollie’s daughter) 
 Hear us, O God. 
🅲 Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
P  Holy and Immortal One, we pray in 
thanksgiving for the lives of all who have died. 
Remind us of the frailty and shortness of our own 
lives and inspire us to use them for the building up 
of your kingdom. Hear us, O God. 
🅲 Your mercy is great. 
P  Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus 
Christ our Savior, until that day when you gather all 
creation around your throne where you will reign 
forever and ever. 
🅲 Amen. 
PEACE 
P  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
🅲 And also with you. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

MEAL 
 
OFFERING. We Give Thee but Thine Own (ELW 
#686) v. 1 

1  We give thee but thine own, 
whate’er the gift may be; 

all that we have is thine alone, 
a trust, O Lord, from thee. 

OFFERING PRAYER 
P  God of all goodness, generations have turned 
to you, gathered around your table, and shared your 
abundant blessings. Number us among them that, as 
we gather these gifts from your abundance, and give 
thanks for your rich blessings, we may feast upon 
your very self and care for all that you have made, 
through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Servant. 
🅲 Amen. 
 
SONG BEFORE COMMUNION: “Soul, Adorn 
Yourself with Gladness” (ELW #488) vv. 1 & 4  

1 Soul, adorn yourself with gladness, 

leave the gloomy haunts of sadness, 
come into the daylight's splendor, 

there with joy your praises render. 
Bless the one whose grace unbounded 

this amazing banquet founded; 
Christ, though heavenly, high, and holy, 

deigns to dwell with you most lowly. 

4 Jesus, source of lasting pleasure, 
truest friend, and dearest treasure, 

peace beyond all understanding, 
joy into all life expanding: 

humbly now, I bow before you, 
love incarnate, I adore you; 
worthily let me receive you, 

and, so favored, never leave you. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING. (ELW p. 144) 
P  The Lord be with you. 
🅲 And also with you. 
P  Lift up your hearts. 
🅲 We lift them to the Lord. 
P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
🅲 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we 
should at all times and in all places give thanks and 
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through 
our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame 
death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with 
all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and 
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join 
their unending hymn: 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 144) 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P  Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and 
immortal: surrounded by evil and bordered by death 
we appeal to you, our Sovereign, our Wisdom, and 
our Judge. We praise you for Christ, who 
proclaimed your reign of peace and promised an end 
to injustice and harm. 
 In the night in which he was betrayed, our 
Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this 
is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
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 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for 
the remembrance of me. 
 Remembering, therefore, the sacrifice of his 
life and death and the victory of his resurrection, we 
await with all the saints his loving redemption of our 
suffering world. Send your Spirit on these gifts of 
bread and wine and on all who share in the body and 
blood of your Son: teach us your mercy and justice, 
and make all things new in Christ. Through him all 
glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the 
Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and 
forever. 
🅲 Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
P  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us 
pray as Jesus taught us. 
🅲 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed 
be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven: 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P  There is a place for you at the banquet. Come 
and feast at Jesus’ table. 
 
COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 146) 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
grant us peace. 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P  Lord Jesus, in this simple meal you have set a 
banquet. Sustain us on the journey, strengthen us to 
care for the least of your beloved children, and give 
us glad and generous hearts as we meet you on the 
way. 
🅲 Amen. 
 

SENDING 
BLESSING 
P  May the God of all creation, in whose image we 
are made, who claims us and calls us beloved, who 
strengthens us for service, give you reason to rejoice 
and be glad! The blessing of God, Sovereign, ☩ 
Savior, and Spirit, be with you today and always. 
🅲 Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG: Blessed Assurance (ELW #638)
 vv. 1 & 3 

1  Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! 
Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine! 
Heir of salvation, purchase of God, 

born of his Spirit, washed in his blood. 

Refrain: This is my story, this is my song, 
praising my Savior, all the day long: 

this is my story, this is my song, 
praising my Savior all the day long. 

3  Perfect submission, all is at rest; 
I in my Savior am happy and blest, 

watching and waiting, looking above, 
filled with his goodness, lost in his love. Refrain 

 
DISMISSAL 
P  Beloved of God, go in peace to love and serve 
the Lord. 
🅲 Thanks be to God. 
 
Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com, Copyright © 2020 Augsburg 
Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission, annual permit 
#SAS017083 

Join Us In Car Parade for Dorothy 
 
 Our life long member, 
Dorothy Keuffer (and Dawn’s 
mom), has had a year full of 
medical challenges, most recently 
suffering a stroke.  To support 
our dear sister, we are going to 

do a car parade for her to 
celebrate her birthday. 
 How this works:  On 
Sunday, November 29, meet at 
Grace's parking lot at 11:00 a.m.  
Bring signs, and decorate your 
car to show Dorothy our love and 

to celebrate her birthday.  Then, 
we will all drive our cars to 
Dorothy's house and honk so she 
can see all of us driving by. 
 Please join us as we try to be 
a little bit of light for our beloved 
sister Dorothy. 
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Grace Offerings: November 1, 2020 
 
General offering  ..................................... $ 2,766.00 
Benevolence ............................................... $ 100.00 
Infant Moses Ministry ................................. $ 10.00 
Welcome Center food pantry .................... $ 650.00 
Thanksgiving ............................................... $ 55.00 
Roofing project .................................... $ 20,000.00 
Parking lot use ............................................. $ 40.00 
NA building use ........................................... $ 42.55 
Total  ..................................................... $ 23,663.55  

Grace weekly budget: $2,943.20 
 Thank you to Jarlene Kriehn for sponsoring 
the altar flowers this Sunday for the greater glory of 
God 
 Thanks also to Brian and Bert Felland for 
sponsoring the worship bulletins in the month of 
November. 
 Paul will be out of the office this Friday 
through Tuesday on vacation. 

 
Elsewhere in Our Area 

Trinity Lutheran Serves Chili Fund Raiser 
 
 Trinity Lutheran 
Church, 7104 39th 
Avenue, plans a chili 
fundraiser next 
Sunday, November 15, 
11:30 to 1:00. Meals 
are available for pick-
up only at the west 
entrance doors)  

 Dinners are $10 each 
and are enough for one 
person, and include: 
•  16 oz. chili 
(additional. containers of 
chili are $5 each) 
•  Two dinner rolls 
• Taffy apple salad 
•  Pumpkin Bars 

 Please call to pre-order:  
Mary 903-335-6440, or Gayle 
262-652-8676 (if no answer, 
leave a message). Payment at the 
door – check (made out to 
Trinity Lutheran Church) or 
exact cash amount (in envelope). 

 
2021 Estimate of Giving Card  
for Grace Lutheran Church 
In grateful response to God's love and mercy, I/We estimate my/our giving will be: 
  □ week  
$____________per  □ month Current $_______________ Benevolence $_________________ 
  □ year 
Name/s__________________________________________________Date____________/2020 
 

Keep this copy for your records 
" ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
2021 Estimate of Giving Card 
for Grace Lutheran Church 
 
In grateful response to God's love and mercy, I/We estimate my/our giving will be: 
  □ week  
$____________per  □ month  Current $_________________ 
Benevolence $_______________ 
  □ year 
Name/s________________________________________________Date______________/2020 
 
Address_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone_________________________________ Envelope number__________________ 
 
Email address_________________________________________________________________  

Church copy 
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Grace Lutheran Church 
2006 60th Street 
Kenosha, Wisconsin 53140-3893 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
www.GraceKenosha.com 
Worship services 9:30 a.m. Sundays, livestreamed at www.facebook.com/GraceElcaKenosha/ 
Pastor Jonathan Barker: jonathan.w.barker17@gmail.com 626-864-6404 
Church office: graceoffice@wi.rr.com 262-654-9143 
Office hours: 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Wednesday through Friday next week 
 
 
It was great 
having 
Jennifer 
Capponi help 
out at our 
pantry this 
week. Not 
only did she 
volunteer, but 
also brought 
over soup 
from Daily 
Dose for the 
families that 
came to our 
pantry! Thank 
you so much 
Jenn! 


