October 18, 2020

Grace Suspends In-Person Worship Due to Outbreak
At the urging of Bishop Paul
Erickson, Executive Council has
voted to suspend in-person
worship for the time being,
beginning this Sunday, October 18.
Bishop Erickson wrote: “In
recent weeks we have experienced
a significant increase in COVID-19
positive test results, hospitalizations, and deaths. In response,
our governor has issued an
executive order limiting the size of
indoor gatherings. While religious
organizations are legally exempt
from this order, I am strongly
urging all our congregations to refrain from
gathering indoors for worship and other activities
until mid-November at the earliest.
“A survey of synod congregations taken in early
September revealed that 37% of our congregations
were conducting indoor in person worship at that
time. Even though I am confident that safety
protocols have been in place, there is no way to

completely eliminate the risk
that gathering for indoor
worship entails. ... I encourage
you all to consider
discontinuing indoor worship
services as soon as you are
able. We all need to do our
part to help slow the spread of
this disease.”
Here at Grace, we will
continue to livestream our
worship service on our
Facebook page,
www.facebook.com/graceelca
kenosha. The video will be
posted later in the morning on our web page,
www.gracekenosha.com.
During this sharp increase in COVID-19 cases
in Wisconsin, please take all the prescribed
measures to stay safe and to keep others around you
safe! It is the best way right now to live out our
Christian calling to love our neighbors as ourselves.
Please call the church if you have any questions.

Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost: Gathering Liturgy
CONFESSION AND
FORGIVENESS (ELW pg. 94)
Blessed be the holy Trinity,
☩ one God, who forgives all our
sin, whose mercy endures
forever.
🅲 Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all
hearts are open, all desires
known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: cleanse the

thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you
and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our
Lord.
🅲 Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the
presence of God and of one
another.
Gracious God,

🅲

have mercy on us. We
confess that we have turned
from you and given
ourselves into the power of
sin. We are truly sorry and
humbly repent. In your
compassion forgive us our
sins, known and unknown,
things we have done and
things we have failed to do.
Turn us again to you, and
uphold us by your Spirit, so

that we may live and serve
you in newness of life
through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.
God, who is rich in mercy,
loved us even when we were dead
in sin, and made us alive together
with Christ. By grace you have
been saved. In the name of ☩
Jesus Christ, your sins are
forgiven. Almighty God
strengthen you with power
through the Holy Spirit, that
Christ may live in your hearts
through faith.
🅲 Amen.
GATHERING SONG. Lord Jesus
Christ, Be Present Now (ELW
#527) vv. 1 & 4
1 Lord Jesus Christ, be present
now;
our hearts in true devotion bow.
Your Spirit send with light
divine,

and let your truth within us
shine.
4 All glory to the Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit, Three in One!
To you, O blessed Trinity,
be praise throughout eternity!
GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.
🅲 And also with you.
CANTICLE OF PRAISE: p. 139
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to God’s people on
Earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you,
we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ,
only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,

you take away the sin of the
world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand
of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ, with the Holy
Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Sovereign God, raise your
throne in our hearts. Created by
you, let us live in your image;
created for you, let us act for your
glory; redeemed by you, let us
give you what is yours, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.
🅲 Amen.

Lectionary 29 Readings
Isaiah 45:1–7
Thus says the LORD to his
anointed, to Cyrus,
whose right hand I have
grasped
to subdue nations before him
and strip kings of their
robes,
to open doors before him—
and the gates shall not be
closed:
I will go before you
and level the mountains,
I will break in pieces the doors
of bronze
and cut through the bars of
iron,
I will give you the treasures of
darkness
and riches hidden in secret
places,
so that you may know that
it is I, the LORD,
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the God of Israel, who call
you by your name.
For the sake of my servant Jacob,
and Israel my chosen,
I call you by your name,
I surname you, though you
do not know me.
I am the Lord, and there is no
other;
besides me there is no god.
I arm you, though you do
not know me,
so that they may know, from the
rising of the sun
and from the west, that
there is no one besides me;
I am the LORD, and there
is no other.
I form light and create darkness,
I make weal and create
woe;
I the LORD do all these
things.
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Psalm 96:1–13
1Sing to the LORD a new song;
sing to the LORD, all the earth.
2Sing to the LORD, bless the
name of the LORD;
proclaim God’s
salvation from day to day.
3Declare God’s glory among the
nations
and God’s wonders among all
peoples.
4For great is the LORD and
greatly to be praised,
more to be feared than all
gods.
5As for all the gods of the nations,
they are but idols;
but you, O LORD, have made
the heavens.
6Majesty and magnificence
are in your presence;
power and splendor are
in your sanctuary.

7Ascribe

to the LORD, you
families of the peoples,
ascribe to the LORD honor and
power.
8Ascribe to the LORD the
honor due the holy name;
bring offerings and enter
the courts of the LORD.
9Worship the LORD in the beauty
of holiness;
tremble before the LORD, all
the earth.
0Tell it out among the
nations: “The LORD is
king!
The one who made the
world so firm that it
cannot be moved will
judge the peoples with
equity.”
11Let the heavens rejoice, and let
the earth be glad;
let the sea thunder and all
that is in it; let the field be
joyful and all that is therein.
12Then shall all the trees of
the wood shout for joy at
your coming, O LORD,
for you come to judge
the earth.
13You will judge the world with
righteousness
and the peoples with your
truth.
1 Thessalonians 1:1–10
Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy,
To the church of the
Thessalonians in God the Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ:
Grace to you and peace.
We always give thanks to
God for all of you and mention

you in our prayers, constantly
remembering before our God and
Father your work of faith and
labor of love and steadfastness of
hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.
For we know, brothers and
sisters beloved by God, that he
has chosen you, because our
message of the gospel came to
you not in word only, but also in
power and in the Holy Spirit and
with full conviction; just as you
know what kind of persons we
proved to be among you for your
sake.
And you became imitators
of us and of the Lord, for in spite
of persecution you received the
word with joy inspired by the
Holy Spirit, so that you became
an example to all the believers in
Macedonia and in Achaia.
For the word of the Lord
has sounded forth from you not
only in Macedonia and Achaia,
but in every place your faith in
God has become known, so that
we have no need to speak about
it. For the people of those regions
report about us what kind of
welcome we had among you, and
how you turned to God from
idols, to serve a living and true
God, and to wait for his Son from
heaven, whom he raised from the
dead—Jesus, who rescues us
from the wrath that is coming.
Gospel: Matthew 22:15–22
Then the Pharisees went and
plotted to entrap Jesus in what
he said. So they sent their

disciples to him, along with the
Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we
know that you are sincere, and
teach the way of God in
accordance with truth, and show
deference to no one; for you do
not regard people with partiality.
Tell us, then, what you think. Is it
lawful to pay taxes to the
emperor, or not?”
But Jesus, aware of their
malice, said, “Why are you
putting me to the test, you
hypocrites? Show me the coin
used for the tax.”

And they brought him a
denarius. Then he said to them,
“Whose head is this, and whose
title?”
They answered, “The
emperor’s.”
Then he said to them, “Give
therefore to the emperor the
things that are the emperor’s,
and to God the things that are
God’s.”
When they heard this, they
were amazed; and they left him
and went away.

Pastor Barker’s Sermon: Psalm 96:1–13
I wonder if you have ever
heard a tree sing a hymn? I
wonder if you have ever heard
the ocean roar praise of God? I
wonder if you have ever heard
the fields rejoice?
I’m going to come back to
that later.

Psalm 96 this morning is
bursting with praise for God.
And rightfully so. The
psalmist is giving praise for God’s
“salvation from day to day.”
Salvation could also be
understood as rescue. God
rescues us each day. Rescues us

from evil, sin, death, the list is
very long.
The psalmist certainly
remembers grand moments of
God’s rescue–God parting the
Red Sea for the Israelites, God
providing water, manna, and
quail from heaven to rescue the
Israelites from starving, and God
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slaying Goliath through the hand
of David rescuing God’s people
from the Philistines and this by
no means is a comprehensive list.
And there are ways God
rescues us each day–whether it
be the simple rescue of providing
food, clothing, and shelter, to
miraculous ways God rescues us
from danger.
And not only does the
psalmist remember these
moments of rescue but also
remembers that God “will judge
the world with righteousness”.
As we read in Isaiah 25 last
week this judging the world with
righteousness is about restoring
the creation–bringing about this
moment where violence and
domination will be no more and
rather all will be welcome at
God’s banquet table.
God’s daily rescue each day
and promise rescue of all
creation are
certainly good
reasons to
give God
praise.
There
are several
ways the
psalmist
expresses
praise in this
psalm– “O
sing to the
Lord a new song”. The idea here
is that what God is doing is so
AMAZING that a new song of
praise must be written for this
occasion, this moment.

The psalmist mainly
focuses on a call to praise. Or we
might call this cosmic choir
recruitment. The psalmist is so
excited about what God is doing
that the psalmist recruits the
heavens, the earth, the sea, all
living things in the sea, and the
fields and all living things in
them to sing out praise to God.
To adequately express
praise to God, a choir of the
whole creation must be formed to
sing God’s praise.
And we are part of the choir
of the creation today. But, what
does it mean that we sing God’s
praise with the trees, ocean, and
fields?
It means a deep mystical, a
deep spiritual connection with
God’s creation. Here it will be
helpful to remember people who
have deeply experienced this.
John Muir, the Wisconsin
native and early
environmentalist,
wrote upon visiting
the Cathedral
Mountain Range in
Yosemite, “This I may
say is the first time I
have been at church
in California...the
mountains altars.”
It might sound
strange that someone
could go to church in
the mountains, but that is at the
very heart of our psalm. We lift
our voices in praise with the
trees.

Or we might remember St.
Francis, who wrote the Canticle
of the Sun. In the opening lines
he wrote,
“Be praised, my Lord, through all
your creatures,
especially through my lord
Brother Sun,
who brings the day; and you give
light through him.
And he is beautiful and radiant in
all his splendour!
Of you, Most High, he bears the
likeness.”
If we are to be part of the
choir of creation then certainly
we can call the sun brother or
likewise call the tree in our yard
brother tree or the flower in our
lawn sister flower.
This psalm invites us into a
deep unity with creation. A bond
with the world God made. And it
also invites us to listen to the
worship songs of nature.
The roar of the ocean wave
is a song shouting praise to God.
The rustle of leaves in the wind
are the trees singing hymns to
God’s glory.
The red and yellow leaves
of fall that are so brilliant sing to
God’s creativity, majesty and
beauty.
The single flower, whether
it be purple, yellow, red, orange,
or blue praises God.
In this beautiful fall season
I hope you will join in the choir
of all creation singing praise and
thanks to God.
Amen.

Creed, Prayers and Communion Liturgy
HYMN OF THE DAY. Sing Praise to God, the
Highest Good (ELW #871) vv. 1 & 4
1
Sing praise to God, the highest good,
the author of creation!
O God of love, you understood
our need for your salvation.
With healing balm our souls you fill;
all our lament with peace you still.
To God all praise and glory!
4
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All who confess Christ’s holy name,
give God the praise and glory!
Let all God’s saving power proclaim;
give God the praise and glory!
Cast every idol from its throne;
God is the Lord, and God alone.
To God all praise and glory!

🅲

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son,
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of
the Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting.
PRAYER VERSE Lord, Listen to Your Children
Praying (ELW #752)
Lord, listen to your children praying;
Lord, send your spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying;
Send us love, send us power, send us grace.
“Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying” by Ken Medema
copyright © 1973 Hope Publishing Co. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under OneLicence.net permit #A733643

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let
us pray for the church, the world, and all those in
need.
Gracious God, you call us by
name and invite us to share your
good news. Send your Holy Spirit
among preachers, missionaries, and
evangelists. We give thanks for the
witness of your servant Luke, the evangelist, whom
the church commemorates today. Lord, in your
mercy,
🅲 hear our prayer.
God of praise, the heavens and all creation
declare your salvation. From the rising of the sun to
its setting, may the whole universe show forth your
goodness. Raise up devoted stewards of all that you
have made. Lord, in your mercy,
🅲 hear our prayer.
God of all, may your word of justice sound
forth in every place. Restore divided nations and
communities with reconciling truth. Lord, in your
mercy,
🅲 hear our prayer.
God of light, we pray for those living with pain,
illness, isolation, grief, anger, or doubt, especially:
•
The family and friends of Jim, father of Linda
Eirich

•
The family and friends of Jim Medina,
brother-in-law of Dave Kramer
•
Mary Andrews (Welcome Center volunteer
from St. Anthony’s)
•
Dawn Bench (Welcome Center volunteer)
•
Jackie Brichacek (Nancy’s sister-in-law)
•
Jean Boothe (Grace soup kitchen supervisor)
•
Hank Buehrens
•
Andrew Calvert
•
Pat Calvert
•
Alyssa and Aaron Dell
•
Barb Caputo
•
Holly Cummings
•
Eric Dangerfield (Carolyn Reynold’s
boyfriend)
•
Connie, mother of Welcome Center volunteer
Lynda Eirich
•
Gregory Foster
•
Steve Gapko
•
Shirleen Gulick
•
Dennis Houston (Dawn’s father-in-law)
•
Sydney Houston
•
David Kramer
•
David Kristopeit (Nancy’s brother-in-law)
•
Dorothy Keuffer
•
Nancy Piehl (Andrew Calvert’s cousin)
•
Carolyn Reynold’s children Eddie, Santino,
and Lytosha
•
Cynthia Schwartz (Norma’s daughter)
•
Marcia Swanson
•
Joyce Swift
•
Florence and Jacqueline Walker (Carolyn’s
sisters)
•
Dottie Watts
•
Kristi Weiss (Rollie’s daughter)
Join their voices in a new song, assuring them
that you call them each by name. Lord, in your
mercy,
🅲 hear our prayer.
God of truth, you show no partiality. May your
spirit guide the work of justices, magistrates, court
officials, and all vocations of the law, that your
promise of restoration may be known. Lord, in your
mercy,
🅲 hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
Living God, as you raised Jesus from the dead,
so raise up those who have died in you (especially).
We give thanks for their witness, confident of your
rescuing welcome for all. Lord, in your mercy,
🅲 hear our prayer.
Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in
your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the name
of Jesus Christ our Lord.
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🅲

Amen.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.

🅲

And also with you.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
MEAL
OFFERING. We Give Thee but Thine Own (ELW
#686) v. 1
1
We give thee but thine own,
whate’er the gift may be;
all that we have is thine alone,
a trust, O Lord, from thee.
OFFERING PRAYER
Blessed are you, O God, maker
of all things. You have set before us
these gifts of your good creation.
Prepare us for your heavenly
banquet, nourish us with this rich
food and drink, and send us forth to
set tables in the midst of a suffering
world, through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.
🅲 Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING. (ELW p. 144)
The Lord be with you.

🅲

And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.

🅲

We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

🅲

It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we
should at all times and in all places give thanks and
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through
our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame
death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with
all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 144)
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
6
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Holy God, our Bread of life, our Table, and our
Food, you created a world in which all might be
satisfied by your abundance. You dined with
Abraham and Sarah, promising them life, and fed
your people Israel with manna from heaven. You
sent your Son to eat with sinners and to become
food for the world.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord
Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is
my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the
new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his life
given for us
and his rising from the grave,
we await his coming again to
share with us the everlasting
feast.
By your Spirit nurture and
sustain us with this meal: strengthen us to serve all
in hunger and want, and by this bread and cup make
of us the body of your Son. Through him all glory
and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy
Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever.
🅲 Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us
pray as Jesus taught us.
🅲 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed
be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven:
Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.
COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 146)
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
grant us peace.

SONG AFTER COMMUNION: For the Fruit of All
Creation (ELW #679) vv. 1 & 3
1
For the fruit of all creation,
thanks be to God.
For these gifts to every nation,
thanks be to God.
For the plowing, sowing, reaping,
silent growth while we are sleeping,
future needs in earth’s safekeeping,
thanks be to God.
3

For the harvests of the Spirit,
thanks be to God.
For the good we all inherit,
thanks be to God.
For the wonders that astound us,
for the truths that still confound us,
most of all, that love has found us,
thanks be to God.

and thirst, guided by the example of the same Jesus
Christ and led by the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
🅲 Amen.
SENDING
BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s
face shine on you with grace and mercy. The Lord
look upon you with favor and ☩ give your peace.
🅲 Amen.
SENDING SONG: You Servants of God (ELW #825)
vv. 1 & 4
1
You servants of God, your Master proclaim,
and publish abroad his wonderful name;
the name, all-victorious, of Jesus extol;
his kingdom is glorious and rules over all!
4
Then let us adore and give him his right,
all glory and pow'r and wisdom and might,
all honor and blessing, with angels above,
and thanks never ceasing, and infinite love!

“For the Fruit of All Creation” lyrics © 1970, Hope Publishing Company.
Reprinted by permission under OneLicence.net permit #A-733643

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
We give you thanks, gracious God, that you
have once again fed us with food beyond compare,
the body and blood of Christ. Lead us from this
place, nourished and forgiven, into your beloved
vineyard to wipe away the tears of all who hunger

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Remember the poor.

🅲

Thanks be to God.

Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com, Copyright © 2020 Augsburg
Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission, annual permit
#SAS017083

Grace Offerings: October 11, 2020
General offering ........................................ $ 496.00
Devotional booklets ..................................... $ 20.00
NA building use ........................................... $ 40.00
Total .......................................................... $ 556.00
Grace weekly budget: $2,943.20
Thank you to John and Adrienne Hix for
sponsoring the altar flowers this Sunday in honor of
John’s brother Walter Hix on the anniversary of his
birth.
Thanks also to Patsy Callahan for sponsoring
the worship bulletins in the month of October.

Please remember to mail in your offering
checks to Grace if you are not worshiping here in
person. You can also contribute electronically
through the “Donations” link at GraceKenosha.com.

Pastoral Acts
Funeral:
October 16, 2020, Maximino “Jimmy” Medina.
Jimmy Medina is the husband of Dave
Kramer’s sister, Susan.

Grace Lutheran Church

2006 60th Street
Kenosha, Wisconsin 53140-3893
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www.GraceKenosha.com
Worship services 9:30 a.m. Sundays, livestreamed at www.facebook.com/GraceElcaKenosha/
Pastor Jonathan Barker: jonathan.w.barker17@gmail.com 626-864-6404
Church office: graceoffice@wi.rr.com 262-654-9143
Office hours: 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Tuesday through Friday

Wednesday Night Suppers Resume at Grace
Grace Lutheran resumed
offering Wednesday evening
suppers on October 7. Health
considerations prevent us from
serving meals in the building as

we did before the COVID-19
crisis. As with the Welcome
Center breakfasts, the
Wednesday evening meals are
packaged and handed out at the

door for people to take home.
Volunteers are welcome!
Set-up begins at 4:00 p.m.

Volunteers packaged and handed
out meals at Grace this
Wednesday evening.
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