
 
September 13, 2020 

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost: Gathering Liturgy  
 
CONFESSION AND 
FORGIVENESS (ELW pg. 94) 
P  Blessed be the holy Trinity, 
☩ one God, who forgives all our 
sin, whose mercy endures 
forever. 
🅲 Amen. 
P  God of all mercy and 
consolation, come to the help of 
your people, turning us from our 
sin to live for you alone. Give us 
the power of your Holy Spirit 
that we may confess our sin, 
receive your forgiveness, and 
grow into the fullness of Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
🅲 Amen. 
P  Let us confess our sin in the 
presence of God and of one 
another. 
Most merciful God, 
🅲 we confess that we are 
captive to sin and cannot 
free ourselves. We have 
sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with 
our whole heart; we have 
not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of 
your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so 
that we may delight in your 
will and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your holy 
name. Amen. 
P  In the mercy of almighty 
God, Jesus Christ was given to 
die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a 
called and ordained minister of 
the church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to 
you the entire forgiveness of all 
your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit. 
🅲 Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG. Jesu, Jesu, 
Fill Us with Your Love (ELW 
#708) vv. 1 & 4 

Refrain: Jesu, Jesu, fill us with 
your love, 

Show us how to serve the 
neighbors we have in you. 

1 Kneels at the feet of his friends, 
silently washes their feet, 

master who acts as a slave to 
them. Refrain 

4 Kneel at the feet of our friends, 
silently washing their feet: 

this is the way we will live with 
you. Refrain 

 
GREETING 
P  The grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
🅲 And also with you. 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE: p. 140 
Refrain: This is the feast of 

victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who 

was slain, 
whose blood set us free to be 

people of God. Refrain. 
 

Power, riches, wisdom and 
strength, 

and honor, blessing, and glory 
are his. Refrain. 

 
Sing with all the people of God, 

and join in the hymn of all 
creation: 

Blessing, honor, glory, and 
might 

be to God and the Lamb forever. 
Amen. Refrain. 

 
For the Lamb who was slain has 

begun his reign. 
Alleluia. Refrain. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P  Let us pray.  
 O Lord God, merciful judge, 
you are the inexhaustible 
fountain of forgiveness. Replace 
our hearts of stone with hearts 
that love and adore you, that we 
may delight in doing your will, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. 
🅲 Amen. 
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Lectionary 24 Readings 
 
Genesis 50:15–21 
Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s 
brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears a grudge 
against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong 
that we did to him?”  
 So they approached 
Joseph, saying, “Your father 
gave this instruction before 
he died, ‘Say to Joseph: I 
beg you, forgive the crime of 
your brothers and the wrong 
they did in harming you.’ 
Now therefore please forgive 
the crime of the servants of 
the God of your father.”  
 Joseph wept when they 
spoke to him. Then his 
brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, 
“We are here as your slaves.”  
 But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! 
Am I in the place of God? Even though you intended 
to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order 
to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. 
So have no fear; I myself will provide for you and 
your little ones.” In this way he reassured them, 
speaking kindly to them. 
 
Psalm 103:8–13 
8 LORD, you are full of compassion and mercy, 

 slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love; 
9you will not always accuse us, 

nor will you keep your anger forever. 
10You have not dealt with us according to our sins, 

nor repaid us according to our iniquities. 
11For as the heavens are high above the earth, 

so great is your steadfast love for those 
who fear you. 

12As far as the east is from the west, 
so far have you removed our transgressions from 
us. 

13As a father has compassion for his children, 
so you have compassion for those who 
fear you, O LORD.  

 
Romans 14:1–12 
Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for 
the purpose of quarreling over opinions. Some 
believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only 
vegetables. Those who eat must not despise those 
who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass 
judgment on those who eat; for God has welcomed 
them. Who are you to pass judgment on servants of 

another? It is before their own lord that they stand 
or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able 
to make them stand. 
  Some judge one day to be better than another, 

while others judge all days to be alike. Let all 
be fully convinced in their own minds. Those 
who observe the day, observe it in honor of 
the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honor of 
the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while 
those who abstain, abstain in honor of the 
Lord and give thanks to God. 
  We do not live to ourselves, and we do not 
die to ourselves. If we live, we live to the Lord, 
and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, 
whether we live or whether we die, we are the 
Lord’s. For to this end Christ died and lived 
again, so that he might be Lord of both the 

dead and the living. 
  Why do you pass judgment on your brother or 
sister? Or you, why do you despise your brother or 
sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat 
of God. For it is written,  
 “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to 
me, 
  and every tongue shall give praise to God.” 
So then, each of us will be accountable to God. 
 
Gospel: Matthew 18:21–35 
Peter came and said to Jesus, “Lord, if another 
member of the church sins against me, how often 
should I forgive? As many as seven times?”  
 Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell 
you, seventy-seven times. 
 “For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be 
compared to a king who wished to settle accounts 
with his slaves. When he began the reckoning, one 
who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to 
him; and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him 
to be sold, together with his wife and children and 
all his possessions, and payment to be made.  
 “So the slave fell on his knees before him, 
saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you 
everything.’  
 “And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave 
released him and forgave him the debt. But that 
same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his 
fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and 
seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you 
owe.’  
 “Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded 
with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay 
you.’  
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 “But he refused; 
then he went and threw 
him into prison until he 
would pay the debt.  
 “When his fellow 
slaves saw what had 
happened, they were 
greatly distressed, and 
they went and reported to 
their lord all that had 
taken place. Then his lord 
summoned him and said 
to him, ‘You wicked slave! 
I forgave you all that debt 

because you pleaded with 
me. Should you not have 
had mercy on your fellow 
slave, as I had mercy on 
you?’  
 “And in anger his 
lord handed him over to 
be tortured until he would 
pay his entire debt.  
 “So my heavenly 
Father will also do to 
every one of you, if you do 
not forgive your brother 
or sister from your heart.” 

Pastor Barker’s Sermon: Psalm 103:1–13 
 

 My maternal grandfather, a 
WWII veteran, was more of a 
doer than a talker.  He was the 
type of guy that would be fishing 
at sunrise and even on family 
vacation would be cleaning spark 
plugs on his old truck.  When he 
did talk we tended to listen and 
he had a favorite saying, 
“Remember who you are.”  
Which, I think he took from the 
Lion King, but could be 
mistaken.  He used to tell this to 
me and my brother all the time. 
 In our Psalm reading we 
are invited to not remember who 
we are, but remember who God 
is. 
 In fact, remembering forms 
the two ways the Psalms most 
often construct praise of God 
sayings.  Sometimes it is about 
remember what God did.  Other 
times it’s about remembering 
who God is. 
 In our Psalm today, it is 
about remembering who God is.  
And in the midst of a very 
difficult time for our world 
because of Covid-19 and because 
of the difficult time for our city 
here in Kenosha, I think this 
morning would be a good time to 
remember who God is. 
 Central to who God is is 
forgiveness, which fits the 
themes of all our lectionary 
readings today.  We read that 

God, “forgives all your iniquity,” 
“is merciful and gracious, slow to 
anger and abounding in steadfast 
love,” “does not deal with us 
according to our sins, nor repay 
us according to our iniquities,” 
“for as the heavens are high 
above the earth, so great is his 
steadfast love towards those who 
fear him,” and “as far as the east 
is from the west, so far he 
removes our transgressions from 
us”.   
 A series of beautiful 
phrases that deserve to be 
unpacked a bit. 
 First, we read that “God 
forgives all your iniquity”.  This 
means God forgives us for all of 
our short comings and faults, all 
of the sins we have committed by 
acting wrongly or failing to act 
with love and justice. 
 Second, we read that God is 
“abounding in steadfast love”.  
This is a phrase that is repeated 
in the Old Testament over and 
over again.  A different 
translation could be something 
like God’s love for us never quits 
or nothing can separate us from 
God’s love or nothing can 
breakaways God’s love from us.  
This is an amazing thing, the 
creator of the universe loves each 
of us in a way that in 
unbreakable. 

 Third, we read that God’s 
love for us is so big it is like all 
the space between the heaven 
and earth.  I thought about this a 
lot when I was in the Lutheran 
retreat center and birthplace of 
Holden Evening Prayer, Holden 
Village in the Cascade Mountains 
of Washington.  The camp is 
located in an abandoned mining 
village high in the cascades.  I 
remember looking thousands of 
feet down the mountain and 
thinking that is a really long ways 
down.  I remember looking up 
and thinking the sky seems even 
bigger yet.  And God’s love for us 
is that big!  From the surface of 
the earth to the heavens!  This is 
a very big love.   
 And fourth God tells us that 
as far as the east is from the west, 
that is how far our iniquities will 
be removed from us.  This is 
pretty cool if you think about it.  
It’s not like God takes our sin and 
drops it by our feet or in our 
room with us.  God places are sin 
so far away from us it’s in a 
totally different part of the world.  
God does not barely forgive us 
but abundantly forgives us. 
 Today we don’t only 
celebrate God as forgiver.  We 
also celebrate God as “healer”, 
giver of eternal life, sustainer and 
giver of good gifts, and the one 
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who brings justice for all who are 
oppressed. 
 Truth be told, these all have 
a quality of already but not yet.  
In part God is making all of this 
happen now and in part we have 
to wait until the last day for all of 
this to come to fruition. 
 We trust that God will us 
and our world from our physical 
ills, and yet we know this will 
only be completed on the last 
day. 
 We trust that we will be 
sustained and given good gifts by 

God, and yet we know that until 
the last day there will also be 
times of scarcity for us and our 
neighbors. 
 We hope that all the 
oppressed will get justice, but 
know that too often the 
oppressed are denied justice, and 
yet we know that on the last day 
God will make all things right 
through perfect justice. 
 In this time of so much 
tumult let us rest on our God 
who is our pillar. 
 Amen. 

Creed, Prayers and Communion Liturgy 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY. Where Charity and Love 
Prevail (ELW #359)  vv. 1 & 5 

1  Where charity and love prevail, 
there God is ever found; 

brought here together by Christ's love, 
by love we thus are bound. 

 
5 Let us forgive each other’s faults 

as we our own confess, 
that we may love each other well 

in Christian gentleness. 
 
🅲 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, 
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended 
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 
catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting. 
 
PRAYER VERSE Lord, Listen to Your Children 
Praying (ELW #752) 

Lord, listen to your children praying; 
Lord, send your spirit in this place; 

Lord, listen to your children praying; 
Send us love, send us power, send us grace. 

“Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying” by Ken Medema 
copyright © 1973 Hope Publishing Co. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission under OneLicence.net permit #A-
733643 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
P  Drawn together in the compassion of God, we 
pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 
 You welcome us when we are weak in faith. 
Uphold your church throughout the world; make it a 
place of welcome. Strengthen faith through Bible 
studies and Sunday schools, confirmation classes 
and youth ministries. Nurture new ministries of 
education and growth (especially…). Lord, in your 
mercy, 
🅲 hear our prayer. 
P  The heights of the heavens show us the 
vastness of your steadfast love. Have compassion on 
your creation. Where human selfishness has brought 
ruin and destruction, we look to you to heal, renew, 
and redeem your world. Lord, in your mercy, 
🅲 hear our prayer. 
P  Make your ways known to the nations. Speak 
kindness to our bitter grudges. Settle our hearts 
when we want to settle accounts with violence. Bless 
our leaders with patience and wisdom (especially…). 
Lord, in your mercy, 
🅲 hear our prayer. 
P  Bring healing and justice wherever harm is 
dealt. Provide vindication for all who are oppressed. 
Free victims of human trafficking and forced labor; 
deliver all who are bound by debt. Feed all who 
hunger, and guard refugees fleeing famine, poverty, 
and war. Lord, in your mercy, 
🅲 hear our prayer. 
P  Teach us to forgive. Remind us that you do not 
always accuse us. Still our tongues when we are 
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tempted to pass judgment and argue over opinions. 
Make this congregation a community of mercy for 
one another and for all our neighbors. Lord, in your 
mercy, 
🅲 hear our prayer. 
P  We pray especially for:  
• Mary Andrews (Welcome Center volunteer 
from St. Anthony’s) 
• Dawn Bench (Welcome Center volunteer) 
• Jackie Brichacek (Nancy’s sister-in-law) 
• Jean Boothe (Grace soup kitchen supervisor) 
• Hank Buehrens 
• Andrew Calvert 
• Pat Calvert 
• Alyssa and Aaron Dell 
• Barb Caputo 
• Holly Cummings 
• Eric Dangerfield (Carolyn Reynold’s 
boyfriend) 
• Jim & Connie, parents of Welcome Center 
volunteer Lynda Eirich 
• Gregory Foster 
• Steve Gapko 
• Shirleen Gulick 
• Dennis Houston (Dawn’s father-in-law) 
• Sydney Houston 
• David Kramer 
• David Kristopeit (Nancy’s brother-in-law) 
• Dorothy Keuffer 
• Dean O’Hanlon 
• Nancy Piehl (Andrew Calvert’s cousin) 
• Carolyn Reynold’s children Eddie, Santino, 
and Lytosha 
• Cynthia Schwartz (Norma’s daughter) 
• Marcia Swanson 
• Joyce Swift 
• Florence and Jacqueline Walker (Carolyn’s 
sisters) 
• Dottie Watts  
• Kristi Weiss (Rollie’s daughter) 
• Curtis & Leah Zavadil (Paul Berge’s nephew) 
 Lord, in your mercy, 
🅲 hear our prayer. 
P  Sustain us in our work, O God, and give work 
to those who need it. Shape societies to ensure fair 
treatment for all who labor. Help us to love our 
neighbors in and through our work. Lord, in your 
mercy, 
🅲 hear our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
P  Whether we live or whether we die, we are 
yours. We thank you for those who have showed us 
faithfulness, for the knees that taught us how to bow 
to you and the tongues that taught us to praise you 

(especially John Chrysostom, Bishop of 
Constantinople, whom we commemorate today).  
Lord, in your mercy, 
🅲 hear our prayer. 
P  All these things and whatever else you see that 
we need, we entrust to your mercy; through Christ 
our Lord. 
🅲 Amen. 
 
PEACE 
P  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
🅲 And also with you. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

MEAL 
 
OFFERING. We Give Thee but Thine Own (ELW 
#686) v. 1 

1  We give thee but thine own, 
whate’er the gift may be; 

all that we have is thine alone, 
a trust, O Lord, from thee. 

OFFERING PRAYER 
P  Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. 
You have set before us these gifts of your good 
creation. Prepare us for your heavenly banquet, 
nourish us with this rich food and drink, and send 
us forth to set tables in the midst of a suffering 
world, through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 
🅲 Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING. (ELW p. 144) 
P  The Lord be with you. 
🅲 And also with you. 
P  Lift up your hearts. 
🅲 We lift them to the Lord. 
P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
🅲 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we 
should at all times and in all places give thanks and 
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through 
our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame 
death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with 
all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and 
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join 
their unending hymn: 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 144) 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of pow’r and might, 
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heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P  Holy God, our Bread of life, our Table, and our 
Food, you created a world in which all might be 
satisfied by your abundance. 
You dined with Abraham and Sarah, promising 
them life, and fed your people Israel with manna 
from heaven. 
You sent your Son to eat with sinners and to become 
food for the world. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord 
Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is 
my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in 
my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of 
me. 
Remembering, therefore, his life 
given for us and his rising from 
the grave, we await his coming 
again to share with us the 
everlasting feast. By your Spirit 
nurture and sustain us with this 
meal: strengthen us to serve all in 
hunger and want, and by this 
bread and cup make of us the 
body of your Son. Through him all 
glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the 
Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and 
forever. 
🅲 Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
P  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us 
pray as Jesus taught us. 
🅲 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed 
be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven: 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P  Come to the banquet table 
where Christ gives himself as food and drink. 
 
COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 146) 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
grant us peace. 

 
SONG AFTER COMMUNION: Our Father, We Have 
Wandered (ELW #606)  vv. 1 & 3 

1  Our Father, we have wandered 
and hidden from your face; 

in foolishness have squandered 
your legacy of grace. 

But now, in exile dwelling, 
we rise with fear and shame, 

as, distant but compelling, 
we hear you call our name. 

3 O Lord of all the living, 
both banished and restored, 
compassionate, forgiving, 

and ever-caring Lord, 
grant now that our 

transgressing, 
our faithlessness may cease. 

Stretch out your hand in blessing, 
in pardon, and in peace. 

"Our Father, We Have Wandered" by Msgr. 
Kevin Nichols from Resource Collection of 
Hymns and Service Music for the Liturgy © 
1981, International Commission on English in 
the Liturgy Corporation.  

TEXT: Monsignor Kevin Nichols © 1980, International Commission on 
English in the Liturgy Corporation (ICEL). All rights reserved. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P  We give you thanks, gracious God, that you 
have once again fed us with food beyond compare, 
the body and blood of Christ. Lead us from this 
place, nourished and forgiven, into your beloved 
vineyard to wipe away the tears of all who hunger 
and thirst, guided by the example of the same Jesus 
Christ and led by the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
🅲 Amen. 
 

SENDING 
BLESSING 
P  Mothering God, 
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life. 
🅲 Amen. 
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SENDING SONG: O Christ, Our Hope (ELW #604)
 vv. 1 & 5 

1  O Christ, our hope, our hearts' desire, 
creation's mighty Lord, 

redeemer of the fallen world, 
by holy love outpoured, 
by holy love outpoured: 

5 All praise to you, ascended Lord; 
all glory ever be 

to Father, Son, and Spirit blest 

through all eternity, 
through all eternity! 

 
DISMISSAL 
P  Go in peace. Remember the poor. 
🅲 Thanks be to God. 
 
Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com, Copyright © 2020 Augsburg 
Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission, annual permit 
#SAS017083

 

Letter from Grace Council to Congregation 
 

 Truth be told, no person or 
church would ever wish to go 
through the turmoil we have seen 
in Kenosha in the last several 
weeks.  Further, no person would 
ever plan to build their church 
blocks away from where 
buildings would be rioted and 
looted.  Last, no wise person 
would ever seek to be in the 
middle of not only a 
national news story but 
international news story.  
This is probably obvious, 
but especially in the middle 
of the pandemic, when we 
can not always physically 
come together in prayer.  
 In 1903, God planted 
Grace at 2006 60th Street in 
Kenosha, Wisconsin.   
Today we find our church in 
the middle of the area of 
rioting and in the middle of 
national and international 
events.  And, God has given 
us an opportunity in this 
time of crisis to live out our 
mission of being a church that is 
committed to bringing Grace to 
the community through faith and 
outreach.  
 Unfortunately, this season 
of pain in our community isn’t 
going to end soon—will there be, 
or will there not be, charges 
against any of the officers, will 
there be or not be a conviction 
against Kyle Rittenhouse? As 
these questions are answered the 

country and whole world will be 
looking at Kenosha over the next 
months.   As a congregation we 
pray there will not be more 
rioting when these decisions are 
made.  We pray that our 
community can find healing and 
reconciliation as it begins to go 

forward and rebuild in Uptown.   
As time passes, there will still be 
the truth that Kenosha will never 
feel like it did before. 
 There is a calling in this 
time for Grace Lutheran.  As 
always we are called to love our 
neighbors and we are called to 
seek justice and mercy.  In the 
midst of all this swirl we will 
continue to be steadfast in this 
mission. 
 This is why Grace Lutheran 
hosted Vice President, Joe Biden 

for a listening session last week.  
Grace Lutheran in no way 
endorses Joe Biden or anyone 
else for president.  But Grace 
Lutheran did want to give our 
neighbors (in the case of Porsche 
Bennett, our literal neighbor) the 
opportunity to voice their 

frustration and concerns.  
Grace was picked for this 
opportunity because it is the 
only large gathering space in 
Uptown. 
 Grace also did not 
intend to have Vice President 
Joe Biden in our sanctuary.  
The original plan was that the 
listening session would be in 
the narthex, but the Secret 
Service changed this plan for 
security reasons.  We 
apologize that things worked 
out this way. 
 Further, Grace Council 
voted against hosting a 
listening session with our 
mayor and a facilitator from 

the Federal Department of 
Justice as a first step towards 
seeking reconciliation with our 
congregation. 
 Rev. Barker would love to 
hear directly from anyone with 
questions or concerns about what 
is going on at Grace Lutheran 
Church in this time.  Also, please 
let us know what your hopes are 
for our congregation during this 
time of Covid-19 and civic unrest. 

—Grace Council 
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Women’s Group, Rode’s, Others Donate to Welcome Center 
 
 We are 
continually amazed by 
the generosity of the 
people of Kenosha! 
This week, the group 
100+ Women Who 
Care presented the 
Grace Welcome Center 
with a check for 
$4,100.00, matching 
donations made by the 
group’s individual 
members. 
 In spite of losing 
their building in the unrest that rocked Kenosha 
on August 31, John Rode and Emilio Ziccarelli of 
Rode’s Camera Shop donated 35 cases of water, 
plus various breakfast food items and spaghetti 
sauce to the pantry. Their donation was purchased 

with proceeds from 
sales of their 
“Kenosha Strong” 
tee shirts. 
 Then, there 
was Carly from 
Green Fire Farm, 
who donated about 
300 pounds of 
frozen meat of 
various kinds; and 
Luann Emanuele, 
who brought in a 
large donation of 

food and brand new underwear. This is in addition 
to a tremendous outpouring of gifts that have come 
in response to the front page Kenosha News 
feature article about the Welcome Center last 
Sunday. Thank you to everyone! 

  

Thank You from Pastor Barker 
 
 I want to offer a huge 
thanks to our whole Grace team 
that worked so hard to get our 
church ready for Vice President 
Joe Biden’s listening session 
visit.  With only a little more than 
24 hours to prepare, and for a big 
chunk of that time 
Presiding Bishop 
Eaton being at 
Grace, there were 
some people that 
stepped up in a 
huge way. 
 First, I would 
like to thank David 
Kramer.  He 
worked all of 
Thursday morning 
with Secret Service 
to move ladders, clean halls and 
stairwells, and to clean and stock 
the bathrooms for our visit.  
Without Dave’s effort it would 
not have been possible to pull 
this off.  Thank you so much 
Dave. 
 Second, I thank our 
secretary, Paul Berge.  He was 

our point person fielding all sorts 
of phone calls and emails, 
participating with the Secret 
Service in the building sweep, at 
points having to be bouncer 
turning people away who were 
not on the guest list, and filling 

just about every other job 
for our two days of getting 
ready.  Thank you so much 
Paul. 
 Third, I thank Grace 
Welcome Center Pantry 
Director Denise Russell.  
Denise worked directly with 
the site visit coordinator to 
make sure everything was 
taken care of.  The 
coordinator gave Denise a 
long list of things to take 

care of and she worked through 
her whole list.  My conclusion 
after watching Denise work with 
the site coordinator is that she 
could work very well on a 
presidential campaign.  We are 
very blessed to have her as our 
Grace Welcome Center Pantry 
Director.  Thank you Denise. 

 Fourth, I would like to 
thank Grace Welcome Center 
Director Leif Peterson.  Leif 
worked hard to make sure that 
both Presiding Bishop Eaton and 
Vice President Joe Biden felt 
welcomed.  This included making 
sure water was refrigerated both 
days, that the Bidens could 
sample some kringle, and that 
the Biden’s could receive Grace 
Welcome Center hats.  He also 
did a ton to organize the layout of 
sound equipment, chairs, and 
tables.  During what was a very 
chaotic two days Leif kept 
everyone calm, and was even able 
to get the Secret Service agents to 
smile and lighten up a bit.  Thank 
you Leif. 

 

One More Laud 
Before We Go 

 
 Laurels and lauds to 
Garriett Dreger for coming in 
this week to repair a leaking pipe 
in the main floor men’s room!  
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Called from Canada on Our Buttons and Bows 
 
 As a result of Vice 
President Biden’s visit 
here last week, we 
received an avalanche of 
phone calls, emails, and 
messages through 
Facebook and our 
website. Many, especially 
the ones from out of 
state, were critical of us; 
others were more 
appreciative of our 
hosting Mr. Biden’s 
community dialogue. 
 The most unusual 
call came from John 
Leadbetter of Sackville, New 
Brunswick, Canada. He was 

interested in the “buttons and 
bows” behind Mr. Biden in the 
pictures Leadbetter saw in the 

news. Our secretary, 
Paul, explained that 
those are stained 
glass window blocks 
installed when 
Grace’s addition was 
built in the 1970’s. 
 Mr. Leadbetter 
said that the 
windows piqued his 
interest because he 
and his wife have 
been a clown team 
for 25 years, and his 
wife’s clown name is 
“Buttons and Bows.” 

He then sent us this photo of him 
and his wife and their alter egos. 

 
 

Grace Offerings: September 6, 2020 
 
General offering  ...................................... $ 1,211.00 
Benevolence ................................................. $ 20.00 
Memorials: R. Weiss, non-designated ....... $ 175.00 
Altar flowers ................................................ $ 20.00 
Amistad Cristiana building usage ............ $ 800.00 
Total  ....................................................... $ 2,226.00  

Grace weekly budget: $2,943.20 
 
Notes: Thank you to Marlene Binninger for 
sponsoring the altar flowers this Sunday for the 

glory of God and in honor of Junior Mendoza’s 
twelfth birthday this Thursday. 
 Thank you to Jarlene Kriehn for sponsoring 
worship bulletins in September. 
Please remember to mail in your offering checks to 
Grace if you are not joining us in person. You can 
also contribute electronically through the 
“Donations” link at GraceKenosha.com.
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Grace Lutheran Church 
2006 60th Street 
Kenosha, Wisconsin 53140-3893 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
www.GraceKenosha.com 
Worship services 9:30 a.m. Sundays, livestreamed at www.facebook.com/GraceElcaKenosha/ 
Pastor Jonathan Barker: jonathan.w.barker17@gmail.com 626-864-6404 
Church office: graceoffice@wi.rr.com 262-654-9143 
Office hours: 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Tuesday through Friday 
 

 
Grace Welcome Center volunteers pose with bottled water and other goods donated by 
Rode’s Camera Shop. Story on page 8. 


