August 23, 2020

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost Gathering Liturgy
CONFESSION AND
FORGIVENESS (ELW p. 94)
Blessed be the holy Trinity,
☩ one God, whose steadfast love
is everlasting, whose faithfulness
endures from generation to
generation.
Amen.
Trusting in the mercy of
God, let us confess our sin.
Reconciling God,
we confess that we do
not trust your abundance,
and we deny your presence
in our lives. We place our
hope in ourselves and rely
on our own efforts. We fail
to believe that you provide
enough for all. We abuse
your good creation for our
own benefit. We fear
difference and do not
welcome others as you have
welcomed us. We sin in
thought, word, and deed. By
your grace, forgive us;
through your love, renew us;
and in your Spirit, lead us;
so that we may live and
serve you in newness of life.
Amen.
Beloved of God, by the
radical abundance of divine
mercy we have peace with God
through ☩ Christ Jesus, through
whom we have obtained grace
upon grace. Our sins are
forgiven. Let us live now in hope.

For hope does not disappoint,
because God’s love has been
poured into our hearts through
the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.
And also with you.
CANTICLE OF PRAISE: p. 204b
Come, let us join our cheerful
songs with angels round the
throne;
ten thousand thousand are
their tongues, but all their
joys are one.
“Worthy the Lamb that died,”
they cry, “to be exalted thus!”
“Worthy the Lamb,” our lips
reply, “for he was slain for
us!”

GATHERING SONG. Lord Jesus
Christ, Be Present Now (ELW
#527), vv. 1 & 4
1
Lord Jesus Christ, be
present now;
our hearts in true devotion bow.
Your Spirit send with light
divine,
and let your truth within us
shine.
4

All glory to the Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit, Three in One!
To you, O blessed Trinity,
be praise throughout eternity!

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the love of God, and the

Jesus is worthy to receive
honor and power divine;
and blessings, more than we
can give, be, Lord, forever thine.
Let all creation join in one to
bless the sacred name
of God who sits upon the throne,
and to adore the Lamb.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
O God, with all your faithful
followers of every age, we praise
you, the rock of our life. Be our
strong foundation and form us
into the body of your Son, that
we may gladly minister to all the
world, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Lectionary 21 Readings
Isaiah 51:1–6
Listen to me, you that pursue
righteousness,
you that seek the LORD:
Look to the rock from which you
were hewn,
and to the quarry from
which you were dug.
Look to Abraham your father
and to Sarah who bore you;
for he was but one when I
called him,
but I blessed him and made
him many.
For the LORD will comfort Zion;
he will comfort all her waste
places,
and will make her wilderness
like Eden,
her desert like the garden of
the LORD;
joy and gladness will be found
in her,
thanksgiving and the voice
of song.
Listen to me, my people,
and give heed to me, my
nation;
for a teaching will go out from
me,
and my justice for a light to
the peoples.
I will bring near my deliverance
swiftly,
my salvation has gone out
and my arms will rule the
peoples;
the coastlands wait for me,
and for my arm they hope.
Lift up your eyes to the heavens,
and look at the earth
beneath;
for the heavens will vanish like
smoke,
the earth will wear out like a
garment,
and those who live on it will
die like gnats;
but my salvation will be
forever,
and my deliverance will
never be ended.
2
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perceiving the
haughty from afar.
7Though I walk in the midst of
trouble, you keep me safe;
you stretch forth your
hand against the fury of my
enemies; your right hand shall
save me.
8You will make good your
purpose for me;
O LORD, your
steadfast love endures
forever; do not abandon
the works of your hands.

Psalm 138
1I will give thanks to you, O
LORD, with my whole heart;
before the gods I will sing
your praise.
2I will bow down toward
your holy temple and
praise your name,
because of your steadfast
love and faithfulness;
for you have glorified
your name and your word
above all things.
3When I called, you answered
me;
you increased my
strength within me.
4All the rulers of the earth
will praise you, O LORD,
when they have heard
the words of your mouth.
5They will sing of the ways of the
LORD,
that great is the glory of
the LORD.
6The LORD is high, yet cares
for the lowly,

Romans 12:1–8
I appeal to you therefore,
brothers and sisters, by the
mercies of God, to present your
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy
and acceptable to God, which is
your spiritual worship.
Do not be conformed to this
world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your minds, so that
you may discern what is the will
of God—what is good and
acceptable and perfect.
For by the grace given to
me I say to everyone among you
not to think of yourself more
highly than you ought to think,
but to think with sober judgment,
each according to the measure of
faith that God has assigned. For
as in one body we have many
members, and not all the
members have the same
function, so we, who are many,
are one body in Christ, and
individually we are members one
of another.
We have gifts that differ
according to the grace given to
us: prophecy, in proportion to
faith; ministry, in ministering;
the teacher, in teaching; 8the
exhorter, in exhortation; the
giver, in generosity; the leader, in
diligence; the compassionate, in
cheerfulness.

Gospel: Matthew 16:13–20
Now when Jesus came into
the district of Caesarea Philippi,
he asked his disciples, “Who do
people say that the Son of Man
is?”
And they said, “Some say
John the Baptist, but others
Elijah, and still others Jeremiah
or one of the prophets.”
He said to them, “But who
do you say that I am?”
Simon Peter answered,
“You are the Messiah, the Son of
the living God.”
And Jesus answered him,
“Blessed are you, Simon son of

Jonah! For flesh and blood has
not revealed this to you, but
my Father in heaven. And I
tell you, you are Peter, and on
this rock I will build my
church, and the gates of Hades
will not prevail against it. I will
give you the keys of the
kingdom of heaven, and
whatever you bind on earth
will be bound in heaven, and
whatever you loose on earth
will be loosed in heaven.”
Then he sternly ordered
the disciples not to tell anyone
that he was the Messiah.

Message from Bishop Paul Erickson on Today’s Epistle
Grace to you and peace,
from the God of steadfast love
and endurance; amen.
(Sigh.) 2020. What a year.
When we turned the calendar to
this new year and this new
decade some seven plus months
ago, few of us could have
imagined all that would take
place.
Oh, we knew it was an
election year, and much of our
national attention would be
consumed by the often divisive
and combative nature of the
political ads and debates and
conversations leading up to
November 3.
We now know that a few
scientists were aware of the novel
Coronavirus, appearing in China,
and they may well have
wondered if this would turn into
the global pandemic that they
had been warning us about for
decades, but I think it’s safe to
say that no one really knew how
this would play out.
I think it’s also safe to say
that the racial injustices and
stark inequalities in our systems
of law enforcement, education,
economics, and health care have
been known and experienced by
countless folks for generations,

but I don’t think anyone could
have predicted the ways that the
killing of George Floyd in late
May would spark a global
movement for justice and reform.
It seems that the events of
this year are forcing us to focus,
some might say with 20/20
vision, on the challenges and
injustices that have long been
with us, and too long ignored.
The Apostle Paul writes,
“Do not be conformed to this
world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your minds, so that
you may discern what is the will
of God—what is good and
acceptable and perfect.”
Paul invites us to take a
step back, to not get swept up by
the swirling currents of chaos,
confusion, conflict, and change of
our present age, so that we might
find our minds renewed and able
to discern the unchanging and
ever-present will of the God of
love.
That certainly seems to the
challenge of this year, and any
year for that matter: how do we
discern the will of God? How do
we know what to do, and who to
listen to?
As we wrestle with the
decisions about how and where

and when we are going to
worship, learn, connect, and
serve in the coming weeks and
months in the midst of this
unending pandemic, as we
reckon with the ways that we, as
the Whitest denomination in this
country, have actively supported
and quietly condoned policies,
beliefs, and behaviors that have
perpetuated racism and white
supremacy, and as we move into
this election season, trying to
identify and elect the leaders who
will guide our country into an
uncertain and unstable future, it
is easy to become quickly
overwhelmed by the sheer
number of voices and experts
and opinions and facts that we
are being bombarded with.
We have been trained to
believe that there is a right
answer out there somewhere,
and if we can just figure out who
the right expert is, or who the
right leader is, or what the right
prayer is that we need to pray, we
can find the solution that will
solve our problems and allow us
to return to our normal lives,
whatever that means.
Of course, deep down, I
think we all know that the world
doesn’t work this way, and that
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any solution that is quick and
easy is rarely trustworthy.
So, what are we to do? The
apostle Paul, after inviting us to
step back from the swirling
currents of this world so that we
might discern God’s will for our
lives and our world, urges us to
embrace two simple yet lifechanging values: humility and
community.
First, he writes, “ For by the
grace given to me I say to
everyone among you not to think
of yourself more highly than you
ought to think, but to think with
sober judgment, each according
to the measure of faith that God
has assigned.” In other words,
none of us is smart enough to
figure this out by ourselves, and
none of us are so important that
our voice carries more weight
than others.
Paul continues with an
invitation to remember that
we are part of a community of
believers. He writes, “For as in
one body we have many
members, and not all the
members have the same
function, so we, who are
many, are one body in Christ,
and individually we are
members one of another.” We
belong to each other, and we
need to slow down and take
the time to listen to the voices
that are all too often ignored.
It’s striking to me that, as
Paul strives to give us wisdom in
how to discern the will of God,
his invitation for us to remain
humble and remember we are
part of a community may seem to
make things worse, not better. If
none of us is smart enough to
figure this out for ourselves and
we are supposed to listen to
everyone, how will we ever know
who is right? How will we ever
know what to do?
Fortunately, even though
those who assign the weekly
readings in our lectionary chose
4
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to end today’s reading at verse
eight, Paul doesn’t end there.
Go ahead and read the rest
of Romans 12, and in the portion
that is assigned for next Sunday,
he writes, in verses nine and ten,
“Let love be genuine; hate what is
evil, hold fast to what is good;
love one another with mutual
affection; outdo one another in
showing honor.”
This sounds a lot like what
Jesus was talking about when he
reminded us that the greatest
commandments are to love God
with all our heart, and mind, and
strength, and to love our
neighbors as ourselves.
That’s how we know how to
sort through the confusing and
competing claims on our
attention and our loyalty, that’s

how we know what to say and
what to do: is it born out of and
does it help us deepen our love of
God and neighbor?
It’s not about my rights, or
my freedoms, or my needs, or my
fears. It is always, and only,
about how I can better love God
and neighbor.
And if what I say or do or
what I don’t say or do is
somehow contributing to the
pain or fear among my siblings, I
need to stop, listen, repent, and
change. This is the only way we
will find our way forward amid

all the overwhelming challenges
and confusing decisions that we
are facing these days; by
remembering that we belong to
each other, and we are
accountable to the God of love.
On Sunday afternoon,
August 23, I will be participating
in a Day of Repentance and
Solidarity regarding the sin of
racism and white supremacy.
This will be an ecumenical and
multi-cultural gathering of folks,
in person at the State Fair Park
grandstand at 3:00 p.m., masks
and distancing required, and it
will be viewable online as well.
This event will provide an
opportunity for White Christians
from a variety of communities
and traditions to humble
ourselves, to recognize that the
sin of racism does not just harm
our black and brown siblings, but
it harms us all, and we need to
listen, repent, and take one more
step on the long road of
reconciliation and healing. This
event will be followed by an
opportunity to engage in bible
studies, conversations, and
sermon series on the history and
legacy of racism, and our call to
move in a new direction.
For more information, go to
www.weraceahead.com, and take
the pledge to become an
antiracist individual in an
antiracist church.
I am coming to believe that
this year, this 2020, could well be
a major turning point in the
history of our church, our
country, and our global
community. The question is, to
whom and to what will we turn?
I pray that we will turn
away from the voices that seek to
fan the flames of fear and
division, so that we might turn to
and follow the voices of those
calling us to humility,
reconciliation, and love.
Thanks be to God; amen.

Creed, Prayers, and Communion Liturgy
HYMN OF THE DAY. Built on a Rock (ELW #652)
vv. 1 & 5
1
Built on a rock the church shall stand,
even when steeples are falling;
crumbled have spires in every land,
bells still are chiming and calling—
calling the young and old to rest,
calling the souls of those distressed,
longing for life everlasting.
5
Through all the passing years, O Lord,
grant that, when church bells are ringing,
many may come to hear your Word,
who here this promise is bringing:
“I know my own, my own know me;
you, not the world, my face shall see;
my peace I leave with you. Amen.”

“Built on a Rock” text copyright © 1958 Service Book and Hymnal,
admin. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission. One
License permit #A-733643.

CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son,
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of
the Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYER VERSE Lord, Listen to Your Children
Praying (ELW #752)
Lord, listen to your children praying;
Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children prayig:
Send us love, send us power, send us grace.

“Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying” by Ken Medema copyright ©
1973 Hope Publishing Co. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission
under OneLicense.net permit #A- 733643

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Confident of your care and helped by the Holy
Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all who
are in need.
Lord our rock, you are our foundation in Jesus
Christ, your Son, whom we confess as the living
God. Prepare your church for its mission in bearing

witness to Christ, both here at home and throughout
the world. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You call forth praises from the far reaches of
the universe to the smallest of creatures. Join our
songs to theirs, that a spirit of praise and
thanksgiving will arouse us to cherish this wondrous
home you give us. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
All the kings of the earth shall praise you, O
Lord. Direct the leaders of countries, legislators and
magistrates, mayors and councils, to walk in your
ways. Help leaders regard those in need with mercy
and fulfill your loving purposes in the governance of
peoples. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Though we walk in the midst of trouble, you
preserve us, deliver us, and fulfill your purpose for
us. According to your steadfast love, grant healing
and wholeness to those who are bereaved, in trouble
or adversity, or sick and in need of care, especially:
•
The family and friends of Rollie Weiss
•
Mary Andrews (Welcome Center volunteer
from St. Anthony’s)
•
Dawn Bench (Welcome Center volunteer)
•
Jackie Brichacek (Nancy’s sister-in-law)
•
Jean Boothe (Grace soup kitchen supervisor)
•
Hank Buehrens
•
Andrew Calvert
•
Pat Calvert
•
Alyssa and Aaron Dell
•
Barb Caputo
•
Holly Cummings
•
Eric Dangerfield (Carolyn Reynold’s
boyfriend)
•
Jim & Connie, parents of Welcome Center
volunteer Lynda Eirich
•
Gregory Foster
•
Steve Gapko
•
Shirleen Gulick
•
Dennis Houston (Dawn’s father-in-law)
•
Sydney Houston
•
David Kramer
•
David Kristopeit (Nancy’s brother-in-law)
•
Dorothy Keuffer
*
Dean O’Hanlon
*
Nancy Piehl (Andrew Calvert’s cousin)
•
Carolyn Reynold’s children Eddie, Santino,
and Lytosha
•
Cynthia Schwartz (Norma’s daughter)
•
Marcia Swanson
•
Joyce Swift
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•
Florence and Jacqueline Walker (Carolyn’s
sisters)
•
Dottie Watts
•
Kristi Weiss (Rollie’s daughter)
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You call us into this community Kenosha, in
which we, though many, are one in Christ. May we
recognize in ourselves and in one another the
unique gifts you have given us for the building up of
the church for the sake of the world. Lord, in your
mercy,
hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
You are the everlasting Rock from which we
were hewn, and you restore your people to joy and
gladness. In blessed memory and hope, we thank
you for the lives of our beloved dead, especially
Roland Weiss. Bring us with them to our heavenly
home. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
In the certain hope that nothing can
separate us from your love, we offer these
prayers to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
MEAL
OFFERING. We Give Thee but Thine Own (ELW
#686) v. 1
1 We give thee but thine own,
whate’er the gift may be;
all that we have is thine alone,
a trust, O Lord, from thee.
OFFERING PRAYER
God of goodness and growth, all creation is
yours, and your faithfulness is as firm as the
heavens. Water and word, wine and bread: these are
signs of your abundant grace. Nourish us through
these gifts, that we might proclaim your steadfast
love in our communities and in the world, through
Jesus Christ, our strength and our song.
Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING. (ELW p. 144)
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
6
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We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we
should at all times and in all places give thanks and
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through
our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame
death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with
all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 144)
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest!
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest!
THANKSGIVING AT THE
TABLE
Holy God, our Maker,
Redeemer, and Healer, in the
harmonious world of your
creation, the plants and
animals, the seas and stars
were whole and well in your
praise.
When sin had scarred
the world, you sent your Son
to heal our ills and to form
us again into one.
In the night in which
he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for
the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his acts of healing,
his body given up, and his victory over death, we
await that day when all the peoples of the earth will
come to the river to enjoy the tree of life. Send your
Spirit upon us and this meal: as grains scattered on
the hillside become one bread, so let your Church be
gathered from the ends of the earth, that all may be
fed with the Bread of life, your Son. Through him all
glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the
Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and
forever.
Amen

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us
pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed
be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven:
Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Friends of Jesus, come to the table. Receive
nourishment for your journey.
COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
R7 Amen.
COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 146)
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
grant us peace.
SONG AFTER COMMUNION. Faith of Our Fathers
(ELW #812) vv. 1 & 3
1
Faith of our fathers, living still
in spite of dungeon, fire, and sword.
Oh, how our hearts beat high with joy
whene'er we hear that glorious word.
Refrain: Faith of our fathers, holy faith,
we will be true to thee till death.
3

Faith of our fathers! We will love
both friend and foe in all our strife;
proclaim thee too, as love knows how,
by saving word and faithful life. Refrain
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s
resurrection you send light to conquer darkness,
water to give new life, and the bread of life to
nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to
your Son’s resurrection, that we may show your
glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our
risen Lord.
Amen.

SENDING
BLESSING
Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers,
nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers,
nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of
God in Christ Jesus.
God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, and the
Holy Spirit, the comforter, bless you and keep you in
eternal love.
Amen.
SENDING SONG: Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us
(ELW #789) vv. 1 & 4
1
Savior, like a shepherd lead us;
much we need your tender care.
In your pleasant pastures feed us,
for our use your fold prepare.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
you have bought us; we are yours.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
you have bought us; we are yours.
4

Early let us seek your favor,
early let us do your will;
blessed Lord and only Savior,
with your love our spirits fill.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
you have loved us, love us still.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
you have loved us, love us still.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.
Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com, Copyright © 2020
Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by
permission, annual permit #SAS017083
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Pastoral Coverage During Pastor Barker’s Vacation
Pastor Barker is away on vacation through the
end of the month. Pastor Kevin Beebe from Spirit
Alive! Lutheran Church is on call for pastoral care
here through August 30; Pastor Jim Lynch at
Lakeside Lutheran Church will be on call on August
31.
Rev. Warren Williams is slated to lead our
Sunday worship services on August 23 and 30.
Pastor Kevin will preside at the funeral service
for Rollie Weiss this week. Time and location of the
service had not been determined at press time; we

will share information on our Facebook page when
possible. We ask that you keep Dottie Watts, Kristi
Weiss, and rest of the family in your prayers.

Census Activity Planned Here
The city of Kenosha will use our parking lot to
register people for the U.S. Census from 2:00 to
4:00 p.m. this coming Friday, August 28.

Grace Offerings: August 16, 2020
General offering ..................................... $ 1,260.00
Benevolence ............................................... $ 185.00
Infant Moses ministry ................................. $ 20.00
Infant Moses, mem. Susan Mantuano ........ $ 20.00
Noisy offering ................................................ $ 6.02
Welcome Center, food pantry ................... $ 520.00
Total ........................................................$ 2,011.02
Grace weekly budget: $ 2,943.20
Notes: Please remember to mail in your
offering checks to Grace when you are not able to
worship with us in person. You can also contribute
electronically through the “Donations” link at
GraceKenosha.com.

Former Kenosha missionaries Cecilee and Macie
took time to visit Grace Welcome Center last
Friday! You two will always be part of our Grace
Welcome Center Family.

8
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We Still Have Space in Our Pews on Sunday Morning
There is plenty of space for more people to
attend worship services in person at this time; we
had eleven people at last Sunday’s service, so there
are still pews available.
To worship with us, please contact Paul during
the week (262.654.9143) or Nancy (262.287.3820)
before 8:00 a.m. on Sunday morning—there will be
a list. Also, when you get your name on the list,
please let us know if you would like grape juice or
wine for communion.
Please consider signing up with Paul to be a
communion assistant or reader.
All worshippers will enter through the ramp
side door.
Weather permitting, we will keep
the ramp side door open until 9:30 a.m.
so that people don’t need to touch the
door handle. On days when this is not
possible, Greg will spray the door down
after each person touches it. The door
will be locked at 9:30 a.m. After this
time, we cannot be open to the general
public safely.
Worshipers are invited to pick up a
bulletin from a stack near the sanctuary
door. (They will not be handed out.)
We strongly recommend using
hand sanitizer as you enter the sanctuary. We have
hand sanitizer in the narthex, as well as masks.
Masks will be required for everyone, except
Pastor and the reader. (This is non-negotiable for
participation, and saved Grace Welcome Center
Pantry from an outbreak.)
To cut down the risk of spread, we will not sing
hymns, but Nancy will still play the organ. Also, we
will no longer have responsive or communal prayers
and readings—all of that will be done by Pastor. The
reason for this is indoor singing and loud speaking
are two of the easiest ways to spread coronavirus.
The service will still be filmed and the floodlight
that enables that will still be used.
Every other pew has been blocked off. We seat
one family unit per pew.
There will be “no-contact” passing of the peace.
The offering plate will be on a stand at the back
of the church. The offering will be locked in the safe
by Pastor and Greg at the end of the service.
For communion, Pastor and one communion
assistant will stand in the middle aisle. While
practicing social distancing, people will come up in
family units to commune. They will receive the
bread and cup of wine or juice, then walk toward the
side aisle to eat and drink the elements. They will

then throw their cup away in a trash can there and
walk back to their pew by the outside aisle. Pastor
will be using a no-touch wafer dispenser. Pastor and
communion assistants will have masks and gloves
on.
As we leave worship, we will need to maintain
social distancing of six feet.
Pastor will stand in the middle of the narthex to
avoid causing a line. For those that want to speak
with pastor, they may but will need to keep social
distancing.
Greg will sanitize the bathrooms before Sunday
morning. After worship the sanctuary will be
thoroughly cleaned, including
using Lysol spray on the pew
cushions.
To improve the experience of
those who are worshipping from
home we are lending out hymnals.
You can sign out a hymnal from
Paul Tuesdays-Fridays from 9:00
a.m. to 2:00 p.m. and keep it
through the duration of COVID-19.
Please monitor yourself for
COVID-19 symptoms of fever and
respiratory illness. If you have
either of these symptoms, please
do not come to worship. If we notice you are having
acute symptoms, we will politely ask you to leave.
If we learn that anyone has come to worship
that has COVID-19, we will call everyone on the list
who came to worship, as well as the Kenosha County
Health Department, and we will shut down the
following Sunday to make sure nobody became
infected. Executive council will closely monitor the
situation and if needed, will shut down church for
more weeks until it is safe to return.
We strongly recommend you do not join us for
worship if you are in a high-risk group either
because of age, or because of a pre-existing
condition, or because you live with a family member
who falls into one of those categories. We will
continue to send out the sermons in the mail and
will continue to do live broadcasts.
If you have been in contact with anyone with
COVID-19 or anyone who has been exposed to
COVID-19, or have symptoms of a fever or coughing
or other respiratory symptoms, we require that you
stay home. This obviously does not apply to those
who have chronic respiratory illness in our
congregation. If you have acute respiratory
problems, we would ask you to stay home for your
own safety.
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www.GraceKenosha.com
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Pastor Jonathan Barker: jonathan.w.barker17@gmail.com 626-864-6404
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Office hours: 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Tuesday through Friday

Sunday Worship
to Livestream on
Facebook
We encountered a problem enabling
Nancy to livestream last Sunday’s worship
service; so while Pastor Barker is away, the
August 23 and 30 worship services will be
shared as a “watch party” on Nancy’s
Facebook page.
We will try to share the service on
Grace Lutheran’s Facebook page, but in
case that doesn’t work, you will want to
friend “Nancy Buehrens Brichacek” on
Facebook in order to view the service on
her page.
We were not able to embed last week’s
service on the church website, so we posted
to Facebook a worship service published by
the synod office instead.
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