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Outreach for Hope Names Rev. Chris Manke
Executive Director
The Board of Directors of
Outreach for Hope, a partner
ministry of the Greater
Milwaukee Synod of the ELCA,
has chosen the Rev. Chris
Manke to serve as Executive
Director. Manke has served as
pastor at St. Matthew’s Lutheran
Church in Wauwatosa for over
24 years and will begin his
role with Outreach for Hope on
August 1, 2020.
“I am humbled to accept the
call to serve as Executive
Director of Outreach for Hope,
engaging in their mission to be a
resource for transformation in
our synod,” said Manke. “I have
had the opportunity to witness
the many and impactful ways
that Outreach for Hope
accompanies ministries who
walk with communities
experiencing poverty.”
He added, “During the
current COVID-19 pandemic
and period of awakening
following the brutal police
killing of George Floyd, this
mission is more important than
ever.”
Over the past 25 years,
Outreach for Hope has granted
more than $4.4 million to
ministries serving low-income

communities in southeast
Wisconsin. Grants are funded by
donations from generous

individuals, organizations, and
congregations.
Recently, Outreach for
Hope initiated the COVID-19
Stimulus Check Appeal, which to
date has raised nearly $78,000
for programs directly serving
those most affected by the
pandemic.
“I look forward to
partnering with Chris and with

all those who care deeply about
the work of the Church and the
witness of the Gospel as we
engage in the many
challenges of the coming
years,” said Greater
Milwaukee Synod Bishop
Paul Erickson. “We still
have a lot of work to do to
dismantle the systems
and beliefs and behaviors
that have perpetuated the
injustices of our church
and society, and I’m
grateful that Chris has
answered the call to join
in this work.”
“This is an important
time for Outreach for
Hope and our mission,”
said Cynthia Halverson,
president of the board. “I
have great confidence
that Chris will step into
this role and help us build
on a strong history of resourcing
impact in our urban ministry
settings while also leading us in
new ways for a new time.”
Manke’s hiring follows the
interim leadership of Michael
Groh, an Outreach for Hope
board member who assumed the
role in 2019.

Readings for Lectionary 14
Hymns:
ELW #742, What a Friend We
Have in Jesus, vv. 1, 3
ELW #774, Leaning on the
Everlasting Arms, vv. 1, 3
ELW #595, Jesus Loves Me, vv.
1, 3
ELW #805, Lead On, O King
Eternal, vv. 1, 3
Zechariah 9:9–12
Rejoice greatly, O daughter
Zion!
Shout aloud, O daughter
Jerusalem!
Lo, your king comes to you;
triumphant and
victorious is he,
humble and riding on a
donkey,
on a colt, the foal of a
donkey.
He will cut off the chariot from
Ephraim
and the war-horse from
Jerusalem;
and the battle bow shall
be cut off,
and he shall command
peace to the nations;
his dominion shall be
from sea to sea,
and from the River to
the ends of the earth.
As for you also, because of the
blood of my covenant with
you,
I will set your prisoners
free from the waterless pit.
Return to your stronghold,
O prisoners of hope;
today I declare that I
will restore to you double.
Psalm 145:8–14
8The LORD is gracious and full of
compassion,
slow to anger and
abounding in steadfast love.
9LORD, you are good to all,
and your
compassion is over all
your works.

10All

your works shall praise you,
O LORD,
and your faithful ones
shall bless you.
11They shall tell of the glory
of your kingdom
and speak of your
power,
12that all people may know of
your power
and the glorious
splendor of your kingdom.
13Your kingdom is an
everlasting kingdom;
your dominion endures
throughout all ages.
You, LORD, are
faithful in all your
words, and loving in all
your works.
14The LORD upholds all those
who fall
and lifts up those who
are bowed down.
Romans 7:15–25a
A reading from Romans.
I do not understand my own
actions. For I do not do what I
want, but I do the very thing I
hate. Now if I do what I do not
want, I agree that the law is
good. But in fact it is no longer I
that do it, but sin that dwells
within me. For I know that
nothing good dwells within me,
that is, in my flesh. I can will
what is right, but I cannot do it.
For I do not do the good I
want, but the evil I do not want
is what I do. Now if I do what I
do not want, it is no longer I that
do it, but sin that dwells within
me.
So I find it to be a law that
when I want to do what is good,
evil lies close at hand. For I
delight in the law of God in my
inmost self, but I see in my
members another law at war
with the law of my mind, making
me captive to the law of sin that
dwells in my members.

Wretched man that I am!
Who will rescue me from this
body of death? Thanks be to God
through Jesus Christ our Lord!
Gospel: Matthew 11:16–19,
25–30
Jesus spoke to the crowd
saying: 16“To what will I
compare this generation? It is
like children sitting in the
marketplaces and calling to one
another,
‘We played the flute for you,
and you did not dance;
we wailed, and you did not
mourn.’
“For John came neither
eating nor drinking, and they
say, ‘He has a demon’; the Son of
Man came eating and drinking,
and they say, ‘Look, a glutton
and a drunkard, a friend of tax
collectors and sinners!’ Yet
wisdom is vindicated by her
deeds.” …
At that time Jesus said, “I
thank you, Father, Lord of
heaven and earth, because you
have hidden these things from
the wise and the intelligent and
have revealed them to infants;
yes, Father, for such was your
gracious will.
“All things have been
handed over to me by my
Father; and no one knows the
Son except the Father, and no
one knows the Father except the
Son and anyone to whom the
Son chooses to reveal him.
“Come to me, all you that
are weary and are carrying
heavy burdens, and I will give
you rest. Take my yoke upon
you, and learn from me; for I am
gentle and humble in heart, and
you will find rest for your souls.
For my yoke is easy, and my
burden is light.”
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Sermon: Matthew 11:16–19, 25–30
I was in first grade in 1990.
Back then they tended to always
divide our class by boy and girl.
For instance there was a boys
bucket and a girls bucket for
good behavior. When one of the
boys did something deemed
good, a straw would be added to
the bucket; and conversely when
one of us did something bad, a
straw would be subtracted.
The girls also had a bucket
like this and there were all
sorts of rewards assigned
for getting more straws,
like ice cream parties and
treats.
Truth be told, we
struggled to compete
against the girls, like we never
won anything. As a group we
had a harder time sitting still,
paying attention, and not talking
during class in disruptive ways,
which meant we were always
losing our straws.
And not only did we lose in
this rather innocent
competition, but on some days
us “boys” were so poorly
behaved we’d be kept in during
recess or after school as a group
for punishment.
Now, this never seemed
entirely fair to me. I was a very
scared and shy first grader—I
never cost our boys any straws
and was never disruptive. But,
even so, when we as “boys” were
collectively bad I would get
punished as well.
I share this story because
sometimes we are guilty by
association. I’m sure many of us
had this experience growing up
in grade school or high school
where we had a friend that got
deemed a “bad kid” or a “bad
influence” and then we got that
label when we were with them.
And if it didn’t happen to us at
school, maybe at work—I once
was employed at a gym that had

a reputation from corporate that
we were underperforming and
poorly run and we all were made
to pay.
In our gospel reading
today we find Jesus in a similar
situation. Jesus is considered
guilty by association. Jesus
repeats their accusations against
him saying, “the Son of Man
came eating and
drinking, and
they say, “Look,
a glutton and a
drunkard, a
friend of tax
collectors and
sinners!”
Now, as
Jesus points out, this accusation
isn’t exactly in good faith. Jesus
notes that his cousin John came
neither eating or drinking and
they still accuse him of having a
demon. Here, Jesus is really
understating the work of John—
when he says not eating and
drinking he means living on
locust and honey in the
wilderness as a wild hermit holy
man.
This accusation Jesus is
responding to is really an
amazing passage. Jesus was
accused of being a drunk. One
popular pastor described this in
more contemporary terms
saying, they are accusing Jesus
of being a big-fat-party-animal.
Now, we could get into the
customs of eating and fellowship
in Jesus’s ministry and the first
century, and this is truthfully an
interesting subject. But this
morning I want us to focus more
on Jesus’s guilt by association.
Jesus is spending time at
the houses of rich tax collectors
like Matthew and eating and
drinking with them. Jesus often
has prostitutes or former
prostitutes hanging out with him
at these events—especially when

the sinful woman starts
anointing Jesus’s feet and
weeping we see a scandal
brewing.
And truth be told, if we
look at the ministry of Jesus he
hangs out with all sorts of
people that have bad
reputations—Roman military
commanders, naked demoniacs
that live in the tombs, lepers
with a fearful disease, and so
many more.
This morning, we learn
that Jesus gets a bad reputation
from hanging out with this
crowd. Guilt by association.
And, I think about what
that means for us in our
relationship with Jesus. Each
one of us is a sinner. Each one
of us fails to live righteously and
holy. Each one of us fails to love
our God with our whole heart,
mind, soul and strength, and to
love our neighbors as ourself.
Each one of us fails to seek
justice, love mercy, and walk
humbly with our God. These are
all requirements and we fall
short often.
Yet, this morning, we are
reminded that even in our sin
Jesus will be close with us—even
if it means he picks up a bad
reputation in the process. This
flies in the face of religious
practice in Jesus’s own day—the
Pharisees see themselves as
close with God because of their
holiness and everyone else as
way beneath them and removed
from God. And to this day, too
often we think God is near the
good church people and not
everyone else.
In fact, Jesus is a “friend to
sinners” we read.
Each one of us carries sin
in our life and this morning it is
encouraging to know that Jesus
is still in our friend.
Amen.

In Our Prayers This Week
·
The family and friends of Timothy Pfaff.
·
Mary Andrews (Welcome Center volunteer from
St. Anthony's)
•
Dawn Bench (Welcome Center volunteer)
•
Jackie Brichacek (Nancy’s sister-in-law)
•
Jean Boothe (Grace soup kitchen supervisor)
•
Hank Buehrens
•
Andrew Calvert
•
Pat Calvert
•
Barb Caputo
•
Holly Cummings
•
Rebecca Dalum (Grace
Welcome Center volunteer)
•
Eric Dangerfield
(Carolyn Reynold’s
boyfriend)
•
Gregory Foster
•
Steve Gapko
•
Shirleen Gulick
•
Dennis Houston (Dawn’s father-in-law)
•
Sydney Houston

•
Krisan Knapp
•
David Kramer
•
David Kristopeit (Nancy’s brother-in-law)
•
Dorothy Keuffer
*
Dean and Ruth O’Hanlon
*
Nancy Piehl (Andrew Calvert’s cousin)
•
Carolyn Reynold’s children Eddie, Santino,
Lytosha
•
Cynthia Schwartz (Norma’s daughter)
•
Marcia Swanson
•
Joyce Swift
•
Florence and Jacqueline Walker (Carolyn’s
sisters)
•
Dottie Watts and Rollie Weiss
•
Kristi Weiss (Rollie’s daughter)

Pastoral Acts
Funeral:
Timothy Pfaff, July 2.

Reopening Guidelines for Grace Lutheran Worship
*
To improve the experience
of those who are worshipping
from home we will be lending out
hymnals. You can sign out a
hymnal from Paul TuesdaysThursdays from 9:00 a.m. to
2:00 p.m. and keep it through
the duration of COVID-19.
*
We strongly recommend
you do not join us for worship if
you are in a high-risk group
either because of age, or because
of a pre-existing condition, or
because you live with a family
member who falls into one of
those categories. We will
continue to send out the sermons
in the mail and will continue to
do live broadcasts.
*
To worship with us, you
need to contact Paul during the
week (262.654.9143) or contact
Nancy (262.287.3820) or Pastor
Jonathan (626.864.6404) before
8:00 a.m. on Sunday morning—
there will be a list. Also, when
you get your name on the list
please let us know if you would

like grape juice or wine for
communion.
*
Please consider signing up
with Paul to be a communion
assistant or reader.
*
Please monitor yourself for
COVID-19 symptoms of fever and
respiratory illness. If you have
either of these symptoms, please
do not come to worship. If we
notice you are having acute
symptoms, we will politely ask
you to leave.
*
All worshippers will enter
through the ramp side door.
*
Weather permitting, we will
keep the ramp side door open
until 9:30 a.m. so that people
don’t touch the door handle. On
days when this is not possible,
Greg will spray the door down
after each person touches it.
*
We strongly recommend
using hand sanitizer as you enter
the sanctuary.
*
The door will be locked at
9:30 a.m. After this time, we
cannot be open to the general
public safely.

*
The bathrooms will be
sanitized before Sunday morning
by Greg.
*
Worshippers are invited to
pick up a bulletin from a stack
near the door. (They will not be
handed out.)
*
There will be hand sanitizer
in the narthex as well as masks.
*
Masks will be required for
everyone, except Pastor and the
reader. (This is non-negotiable
for participation, and saved
Grace Welcome Center Pantry
from an outbreak.)
*
To cut down the risk of
spread we will not be doing any
singing, but will still be having
Nancy play the organ. Also, we
will no longer be having
responsive or communal prayers
and readings—all of that will be
done by Pastor. The reason for
this is indoor singing and loud
speaking are two of the easiest
ways to spread coronavirus.
Ê Please turn to page 6

Reopening Guidelines
Continued from page 5

*
The service will still be
filmed and the floodlight
that enables that will still
be used.
*
Every other pew has
been blocked off. It will be
one family unit per pew.
*
There will be notouch passing of the peace.
*
The offering plate
will be on a stand at the
back of the church. The
offering will be locked in
the safe by Pastor and
Greg at the end of the
service.
*
For communion,
Pastor and one
communion assistant will stand
in the middle aisle. While
practicing social distancing,
people will come up in family
units to commune. They will
receive the bread and cup of wine
or juice, then walk toward the
side aisle to eat and drink the
elements and will then throw
their cup away in a trash can
there and walk back to their pew
by the outside aisle. Pastor will
be using a no-touch wafer

dispenser. Pastor and
communion assistants will have
masks and gloves on.
*
As we leave worship, we
will need to maintain social

distancing of six feet.
*
Pastor will stand in the
middle of the narthex to avoid
causing a line. For those that
want to speak with pastor, they
may but will need to keep social
distancing.
*
After worship the sanctuary
will be thoroughly cleaned,
including using Lysol spray on
the pew cushions.
*
If we learn that anyone has
come to worship that has COVID-

19, we will call everyone on the
list who came to worship, as well
as the Kenosha County Health
Department, and we will shut
down the following Sunday to
make sure nobody became
infected. Executive council
will closely monitor the
situation and if needed, will
shut down church for more
weeks until it is safe to
return. (This was added in
conversation with executive
council after going through
our Grace Welcome Center
Pantry COVID-19 moment.)
*
If you have been in
contact with anyone with
COVID-19 or anyone who has
been exposed to COVID-19,
or have symptoms of a fever
or coughing or other
respiratory symptoms, we
require that you stay home. (This
obviously does not apply to those
who have chronic respiratory
illness in our congregation. If you
have acute respiratory problems,
we would ask you to stay home
for your safety.) (This was added
in conversation with executive
council after going through our
Grace Welcome Center Pantry
COVID-19 moment.)

Grace Offerings & Deposits: June 28, 2020
General offering ........................................ $ 984.00
Welcome Center, food pantry .................... $ 200.00
Benevolence .................................................... $ 4.00
Total ........................................................ $ 1,188.00
Grace weekly budget: $ 2,943.20
Notes: The Sunday night NA group has
resumed meetings in the church building this
month. They have their own disinfectant products
and plan to observe social distancing protocols.

Because the AV room tables
are in use at this time, they
meet in the former Rainbow
Room.
Please remember to
mail in your offering checks
to Grace during this time.
You can also contribute
electronically through the
“Donations” link at GraceKenosha.com.

July Birthdays & Anniversaries
July 1
Neil Clyne
July 10 Debra & Keith Dreger (38)
July 17 Lori Martin
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July 18 Helen Usinger
July 26 Brian Felland

Grace Lutheran Church
2006 60th Street
Kenosha, Wisconsin 53140-3893

www.GraceKenosha.com
Worship services livestreamed at www.facebook.com/GraceElcaKenosha/
Pastor Jonathan Barker: jonathan.w.barker17@gmail.com 626-864-6404
Church office: graceoffice@wi.rr.com 262-654-9143
Office hours: 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Tuesday through Friday
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