July 26, 2020

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost Gathering Liturgy
CONFESSION AND
FORGIVENESS (ELW p. 94)
Blessed be the holy Trinity,
☩ one God, who forgives all our
sin, whose mercy endures
forever.
Amen.
Trusting in the mercy of
God, let us confess our sin.
Reconciling God,
we confess that we do
not trust your abundance,
and we deny your presence
in our lives. We place our
hope in ourselves and rely
on our own efforts. We fail
to believe that you provide
enough for all. We abuse
your good creation for our
own benefit. We fear
difference and do not
welcome others as you have
welcomed us. We sin in
thought, word, and deed.
By your grace, forgive us;
through your love, renew us;
and in your Spirit, lead us;
so that we may live and
serve you in newness of life.
Amen.
Beloved of God, by the
radical abundance of divine
mercy we have peace with God
through ☩ Christ Jesus, through
whom we have obtained grace
upon grace. Our sins are

forgiven. Let us live now in hope.
For hope does not disappoint,
because God’s love has been
poured into our hearts through
the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

And also with you.
CANTICLE OF PRAISE: p. 204b
Come, let us join our cheerful
songs with angels round the
throne;
ten thousand thousand are their
tongues, but all their joys are
one.
“Worthy the Lamb that died,”
they cry, “to be exalted thus!”
“Worthy the Lamb,” our lips
reply, “for he was slain for us!”

GATHERING SONG. Children of
the Heavenly Father (ELW
#781), vv. 1 & 4
1
Children of the heav'nly
Father
safely in his bosom gather;
nestling bird nor star in heaven
such a refuge e’er was given.
4

Though he giveth or he
taketh,
God his children ne'er forsaketh;
his the loving purpose solely
to preserve them pure and holy.
GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.

Jesus is worthy to receive honor
and pow’r divine;
and blessings, more than we can
give, be, Lord, forever thine.
Let all creation join in one to
bless the sacred name
of God who sits upon the throne,
and to adore the Lamb.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Beloved and sovereign God,
through the death and
resurrection of your Son you
bring us into your kingdom of
justice and mercy. By your Spirit,
give us your wisdom, that we
may treasure the life that comes
from Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.
Amen.

Lectionary 17 Readings
1 Kings 3:5–12
At Gibeon the LORD
appeared to Solomon in a dream
by night; and God said, “Ask
what I should give you.”
And Solomon said, “You
have shown great and steadfast
love to your servant my father
David, because he walked before
you in faithfulness, in
righteousness, and in
uprightness of heart toward you;
and you have kept for him this
great and steadfast love, and
have given him a son to sit on his
throne today.
“And now, O LORD my God,
you have made your servant king
in place of my father David,
although I am only a little child; I
do not know how to go out or
come in. And your servant is in
the midst of the people whom
you have chosen, a great people,
so numerous they cannot be
numbered or counted. Give your
servant therefore an
understanding mind to govern
your people, able to discern
between good and evil; for who
can govern this your great
people?”
It pleased the LORD that
Solomon had asked this. God
said to him, “Because you have
asked this, and have not asked
for yourself long life or riches, or
for the life of your enemies, but
have asked for yourself
understanding to discern what is
right, I now do according to your
word. Indeed I give you a wise
and discerning mind; no one like
you has been before you and no
one like you shall arise after you.”
Psalm 119:129–136
129Your decrees re wonderful;
therefore I obey them
with all my heart.
130When your word is opened
it gives light;
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it gives understanding
to the simple.
131I open my mouth and pant
because I long for your
commandments.
132Turn to me and be
gracious to me,
as you always do to
those who love your
name.
133Order my footsteps in your
word;
let no iniquity have
dominion over me.
134Rescue me from those who
oppress me,
and I will keep your
commandments.
135Let your face shine upon
your servant
and teach me your
statutes.
136My eyes shed streams of
tears,
because people do not
keep your teaching.

Romans 8:26–39
The Spirit helps us in our
weakness; for we do not know
how to pray as we ought, but that
very Spirit intercedes with sighs
too deep for words. And God,
who searches the heart, knows
what is the mind of the Spirit,
because the Spirit intercedes for
the saints according to the will of
God.

We know that all things
work together for good for those
who love God, who are called
according to his purpose. For
those whom he foreknew he also
predestined to be conformed to
the image of his Son, in order
that he might be the firstborn
within a large family. And those
whom he predestined he also
called; and those whom he called
he also justified; and those whom
he justified he also glorified.
What then are we to say
about these things? If God is for
us, who is against us? He who did
not withhold his own Son, but
gave him up for all of us, will he
not with him also give us
everything else?
Who will bring any charge
against God’s elect? It is God who
justifies. Who is to condemn? It
is Christ Jesus, who died, yes,
who was raised, who is at the
right hand of God, who indeed
intercedes for us. Who
will separate us from
the love of Christ? Will
hardship, or distress,
or persecution, or
famine, or nakedness,
or peril, or sword?
As it is written,
“For your sake we
are being killed all day
long;
we are accounted
as sheep to be
slaughtered.”
No, in all these
things we are more than
conquerors through him who
loved us. For I am convinced that
neither death, nor life, nor
angels, nor rulers, nor things
present, nor things to come, nor
powers, nor height, nor depth,
nor anything else in all creation,
will be able to separate us from
the love of God in Christ Jesus
our Lord.

Gospel: Matthew 13:31–33,
44–52
Jesus put before the crowds
another parable: “The kingdom
of heaven is like a mustard seed
that someone took and sowed in
his field; it is the smallest of all
the seeds, but when it has grown
it is the greatest of shrubs and
becomes a tree, so that the birds
of the air come and make nests in
its branches.”
He told them another
parable: “The kingdom of heaven
is like yeast that a woman took
and mixed in with three
measures of flour until all of it
was leavened.” …
“The kingdom of heaven is
like treasure hidden in a field,
which someone found and hid;
then in his joy he goes and sells
all that he has and buys that
field.
“Again, the kingdom of
heaven is like a merchant in

search of fine pearls; on finding
one pearl of great value, he went
and sold all that he had and
bought it.

“Again, the kingdom of
heaven is like a net that was
thrown into the sea and caught
fish of every kind; when it was
full, they drew it ashore, sat
down, and put the good into
baskets but threw out the bad. So
it will be at the end of the age.
The angels will come out and
separate the evil from the
righteous and throw them into
the furnace of fire, where there
will be weeping and gnashing of
teeth.
“Have you understood all
this?”
They answered, “Yes.”
And he said to them,
“Therefore every scribe who has
been trained for the kingdom of
heaven is like the master of a
household who brings out of his
treasure what is new and what is
old.”

Pastor Barker’s Sermon: Matthew 13:31–33, 44-52
A couple of months ago I
heard a shocking fact. If you fold
a piece of paper in half 42 times
it would be thick enough to get to
the moon. If you fold it in half 51
times it would be the thickness of
the distance from the earth to the
sun. If you fold it 81 times it
would be a thick as the
Andromeda Galaxy. And if you
fold it 103 times your paper
would be thicker than the
observable universe, which is 93
billion light years in diameter.
Obviously, you would need
a MASSIVE sheet of paper to fold it
this many times!
The reason that this works
is because of exponential growth.
Paper is .0039 inches thick and
doubling it over and over
becomes very large very fast!
Kind of amazing to think
about!
In our gospel reading we
are continuing in Matthew

Chapter 13, which has these
parables of Jesus concerning
mainly seeds as they relate to the
Kingdom of Heaven.
This week Jesus compares
the Kingdom of Heaven to a
mustard seed. Jesus reminds us
that it is the smallest of seeds and
that it grows into the largest of
trees.
In fact, thinking about the
math of this situation: a mustard
seed is between 2-3 millimeters
and grows into a tree that is
around 2.7 meters tall. Meaning
that the seed grows 2,700 times
bigger. Ian Clyne is going to have
to figure out what the
exponential growth of that is for
me.
Not only does one seed
grow in a way that is slightly hard
to wrap your mind around, but
mustard is also an invasive plant.
In Roman law it was a crime to
sow mustard into someone else’s

yard because it would quickly
take over a whole field.
So from a seed that you can
barely see when you hold it
between your thumb and
forefinger a huge tree grows—
and a whole field can be taken
over.
This is amazing growth!
And Jesus describes the
Kingdom of Heaven this way—it
is like a mustard seed.
Sometimes, it feels like
what Jesus is up to in the world,
in our church, in our life is very
small.
I relate deeply to story that
pastors often tell of the girl
walking on the seashore when all
of a sudden she sees tens of
thousands of starfish have been
washed ashore during a storm.
They are all dying and it is a
horrible scene and she wonders
what to do. She picks up one
starfish at a time and throws it
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back into the ocean, saving its
life. Adults are watching her pick
one starfish up at a time and
laugh at her. One
walks up to her and
says, “Why are you
doing this? You
can’t make a
difference. Look at
all these starfish!”
The girl picks
up another starfish
and throws it back
into the ocean and
responds, And
responds, “Well I
made a difference
for that one.”
That feeling of seeing tens
of thousands of starfish feels so
real to me. Our world is facing so
many problems—there are so
many people hurting. Our
churches are facing challenging
times—there is so much work to
do—but we keep getting smaller
and smaller. And, in my own life,
I know so many people who are
hurting and it feels like I can only
do a small amount for people.
So, at one level, the work of
the Kingdom of Heaven feels like
a mustard seed in a big and
difficult world.

But, there’s a second part to
the mustard seed parable — it
grows into a huge tree. The work
of the
heavenly
kingdom has
exponential
growth!
What
starts small
becomes
much bigger
very quickly.
I have
seen this time
and again.
I think
back to the first several weeks at
Grace Welcome Center. I believe
it was the third week that Ruth
O’Hanlon donated homemade
soup that was left over from a
Wednesday night lenten service
and the fourth week that
Adrienne Hix did the same thing.
This simple and kind act of
donating soup to Grace Welcome
Center was instrumental in
launching a program that now
serves over 140 families a week!
This is the power of God’s
heavenly kingdom. Small acts of
love, small acts of justice are full

of community and world
changing power.
I think about my hero, the
Swedish teenager Greta
Thunberg, who started striking
on Fridays from school in protest
of climate change. She started in
August of 2018, by December
800,000 students were joining
her in dozens of countries, and
by that January she was speaking
to world leaders in Davos. This
week she went on school strike
for the 101st time. God has used
her to accomplish so much in less
than two years. A small oneperson act of justice being
exponentially increased so many
times!
Let me close with this. It is
really exciting to be a Christian in
the world. Even though we feel
small at times, we know that
when we act with justice and love
God will powerfully multiply our
work in surprising ways that
surpass our imaginations.
Because we know this we can
have great joy planting mustard
seeds with small acts of love and
justice this week knowing God
will multiply these works many
fold over!
Amen.

Creed, Prayers, and Communion Liturgy
HYMN OF THE DAY. My Faith Looks Up to Thee
(ELW #759) vv. 1 & 4
1
My faith looks up to thee,
thou Lamb of Calvary,
Savior divine!
Now hear me while I pray,
take all my guilt away,
oh, let me from this day
be wholly thine!
4

4

When ends life’s transient dream
when death's cold, sullen stream
shall o'er me roll;
blest Savior, then, in love
fear and distrust remove;
oh, bear me safe above,
a ransomed soul!
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CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son,
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of
the Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER VERSE Lord, Listen to Your Children
Praying (ELW #752)
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Confident of your care and helped by the Holy
Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all who
are in need.
Merciful God, your reign is revealed to us in
common things: a mustard shrub, a woman baking
bread, a fishing net. Help your church witness to the
surprising yet common ways you encounter us in
daily life. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
When your word is opened, it gives light and
understanding. Increase our understanding and awe
of your creation; guide the work of scientists and
researchers. Treasuring the earth, may we live as
grateful and healing caretakers of our home. Lord,
in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
As the birds of the air nest in
branches of trees, gather the nations of
the world into the welcoming shade of
your merciful reign. Direct leaders of
nations to build trust with each other and
walk in the way of peace. (Here a
particular world struggle may be
named.) Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Your Spirit helps us in our
weakness and intercedes for the saints according to
your will. Help us when we do not know how to
pray. Give comfort to the dying, refuge to the weary,
justice to those who are oppressed, and healing to
the sick, especially:
•
Mary Andrews (Welcome Center volunteer
from St. Anthony’s)
•
Dawn Bench (Welcome Center volunteer)
•
Jackie Brichacek (Nancy’s sister-in-law)
•
Jean Boothe (Grace soup kitchen supervisor)
•
Hank Buehrens
•
Andrew Calvert
•
Pat Calvert
•
Alyssa Caputo and fiancé Aaron Dell
•
Barb Caputo
•
Holly Cummings
•
Rebecca Dalum (Grace Welcome Center
volunteer)
•
Eric Dangerfield (Carolyn Reynold’s
boyfriend)
•
Jim & Connie, parents of Welcome Center
volunteer Lynda Eirich
•
Gregory Foster
•
Steve Gapko
•
Shirleen Gulick

•
Dennis Houston (Dawn’s father-in-law)
•
Sydney Houston
•
Krisan Knapp
•
David Kramer
•
David Kristopeit (Nancy’s brother-in-law)
•
Dorothy Keuffer
*
Dean and Ruth O’Hanlon
*
Nancy Piehl (Andrew Calvert’s cousin)
•
Carolyn Reynold’s children Eddie, Santino,
Lytosha
•
Cynthia Schwartz (Norma’s daughter)
•
Marcia Swanson
•
Joyce Swift
•
Florence and Jacqueline Walker (Carolyn’s
sisters)
•
Dottie Watts and Rollie Weiss
•
Kristi Weiss (Rollie’s daughter)
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You show steadfast love and
direct us to ask of you what we need.
Help this congregation ask boldly
for what is most needed. Refresh us
with new dreams of being your
people in this place and time. Lord,
in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be
offered.
In you our lives are never lost.
Strengthen us by the inspiring witness of your
people in all times and places. Embolden our
witness now and one day gather us with all your
saints in light (especially…). Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
In the certain hope that nothing can separate
us from your love, we offer these prayers to you;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
MEAL
OFFERING. We Give Thee but Thine Own (ELW
#686) v. 1
1 We give thee but thine own,
whate’er the gift may be;
all that we have is thine alone,
a trust, O Lord, from thee.
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OFFERING PRAYER
God of goodness and growth, all creation is
yours, and your faithfulness is as firm as the
heavens. Water and word, wine and bread: these are
signs of your abundant grace. Nourish us through
these gifts, that we might proclaim your steadfast
love in our communities and in the world, through
Jesus Christ, our strength and our song.
Amen.

come to the river to enjoy the tree of life. Send your
Spirit upon us and this meal: as grains scattered on
the hillside become one bread, so let your Church be
gathered from the ends of the earth, that all may be
fed with the Bread of life, your Son. Through him all
glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the
Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and
forever.
Amen

GREAT THANKSGIVING. (ELW p. 144)
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we
should at all times and in all places give thanks and
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through
our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame
death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with
all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 144)
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of pow’r and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us
pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed
be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven:
Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Friends of Jesus, come to the table. Receive
nourishment for your journey.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy God, our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer,
in the harmonious world of your creation, the plants
and animals, the seas and stars were whole and well
in your praise.
When sin had scarred the world, you sent your
Son to heal our ills and to form us again into one.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our
Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this
is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for
the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his acts of healing,
his body given up, and his victory over death, we
await that day when all the peoples of the earth will
6
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COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
R7 Amen.
COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 146)
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
grant us peace.
SONG AFTER COMMUNION Rock of Ages (ELW
#623) vv. 1 & 4
1
Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
let me hide myself in thee;
let the water and the blood,
from thy riven side which flowed,
be of sin the double cure;
cleanse me from its guilt and power.
4

While I draw this fleeting breath,
when mine eyelids close in death,
when I soar to worlds unknown,
see thee on thy judgment throne,
Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
let me hide myself in thee.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
God of the welcome table, in this meal we have
feasted on your goodness and have been united by
your presence among us. Empower us to go forth
sustained by these gifts so that we may share your
neighborly love with all, through Jesus Christ, the
giver of abundant life.
Amen.
SENDING
BLESSING
Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers,
nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers,
nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of
God in Christ Jesus.
God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, and the
Holy Spirit, the comforter, bless you and keep you in
eternal love.
Amen.
SENDING SONG: Sent Forth by God’s Blessing
(ELW #547)
1
Sent forth by God’s blessing,
our true faith confessing,
the people of God from this dwelling take leave.
The supper is ended.
Oh, now be extended
the fruits of this service in all who believe.

The seed of Christ’s teaching,
receptive souls reaching,
shall blossom in action for God and for all.
Your grace shall incite us,
your love shall unite us
to work for your kingdom and answer your call.
2

With praise and thanksgiving
to God ever-living,
the tasks of our ev’ryday life we will face—
our faith ever sharing,
in love ever caring,
embracing God's children, the whole human race.
With your feast you feed us,
with your light now lead us;
unite us as one in this life that we share.
Then may all the living
with praise and thanksgiving
give honor to Christ and his name that we bear.
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Remember the poor.
Thanks be to God.
Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com, Copyright © 2020
Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by
permission, annual permit #SAS017083

Grace Notes Is Available Electronically
Every edition of Grace
Notes is sent out by e-mail as a
.pdf attachment and a link to the
on-line posting at
www.gracekenosha.com. If you
would prefer to receive your copy
by e-mail rather than U.S. Mail,
please let Paul know. Leave a
phone message at 262-654-9143 (mailbox “0”) or at
graceoffice@wi.rr.com

We continue to livestream our worship
services on Facebook; search for
GraceElcaKenosha. The video is then posted
later in the morning on our website.

Office Hours Shortened This Week
Paul will be out of the office Monday
through Wednesday this week for his mother’s
funeral.

Grace Offerings: July 19, 2020
General offering ........................................ $ 283.00
Noisy offering ................................................ $ 2.90
Infant Moses ministry ................................. $ 10.00
Welcome Center, food pantry ..................... $ 10.00
NA building use ........................................... $ 20.00
Total .......................................................... $ 325.90
Grace weekly budget: $ 2,943.20

Notes: Please remember
to mail in your offering
checks to Grace when you are
not able to worship with us in
person. You can also
contribute electronically
through the “Donations” link
at GraceKenosha.com.
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Grace Lutheran Church
2006 60th Street
Kenosha, Wisconsin 53140-3893

www.GraceKenosha.com
Worship services 9:30 a.m. Sundays, livestreamed at www.facebook.com/GraceElcaKenosha/
Pastor Jonathan Barker: jonathan.w.barker17@gmail.com 626-864-6404
Church office: graceoffice@wi.rr.com 262-654-9143
Office hours: 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Thursday and Friday
What a blessing
to witness the
power of a
community
coming
together to
support one
another.
Grace
Welcome
Center serving
food and
necessities to
people in need
during this
extreme time
of pandemic.
Photos by Chris
Manke, Outreach
for Hope
Executive Director
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