July 19, 2020

Gathering Liturgy, Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
CONFESSION AND
FORGIVENESS (ELW p. 94)
Blessed be the holy Trinity,
☩ one God, who forgives all our
sin, whose mercy endures
forever.
Amen.
Trusting in the mercy of
God, let us confess our sin.
Reconciling God,
we confess that we do
not trust your abundance,
and we deny your presence
in our lives. We place our
hope in ourselves and rely
on our own efforts. We fail
to believe that you provide
enough for all. We abuse
your good creation for our
own benefit. We fear
difference and do not
welcome others as you have
welcomed us. We sin in
thought, word, and deed.
By your grace, forgive us;
through your love, renew us;
and in your Spirit, lead us;
so that we may live and
serve you in newness of life.
Amen.
Beloved of God, by the
radical abundance of divine
mercy we have peace with God
through ☩ Christ Jesus, through
whom we have obtained grace
upon grace. Our sins are
forgiven. Let us live now in hope.

For hope does not disappoint,
because God’s love has been
poured into our hearts through
the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
GATHERING SONG. How Great
Thou Art (ELW #856), vv. 1 & 4
1
O Lord my God, when I in
awesome wonder
consider all the works thy hand
hath made,
I see the stars, I hear the mighty
thunder,
thy power throughout the
universe displayed;
Refrain: Then sings my soul, my
Savior God, to thee,
how great thou art! How great
thou art!
Then sings my soul, my Savior
God, to thee,
how great thou art! How great
thou art!
4

When Christ shall come,
with shout of acclamation,
and take me home, what joy
shall fill my heart!
Then I shall bow in humble
adoration
and there proclaim, “My God,
how great thou art!” Refrain
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the love of God, and the

communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.
And also with you.
CANTICLE OF PRAISE: p. 204b
Come, let us join our cheerful
songs with angels round the
throne;
ten thousand thousand are their
tongues, but all their joys are
one.
“Worthy the Lamb that died,”
they cry, “to be exalted thus!”
“Worthy the Lamb,” our lips
reply, “for he was slain for us!”
Jesus is worthy to receive honor
and pow’r divine;
and blessings, more than we can
give, be, Lord, forever thine.
Let all creation join in one to
bless the sacred name
of God who sits upon the throne,
and to adore the Lamb.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Faithful God, most merciful
judge, you care for your children
with firmness and compassion.
By your Spirit nurture us who
live in your kingdom, that we
may be rooted in the way of your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.
Amen.

Lectionary 16 Readings
17Show

Isaiah 44:6–8
Thus says the LORD, the King of
Israel,
and his Redeemer, the Lord
of hosts:
I am the first and I am the last;
besides me there is no god.
Who is like me? Let them
proclaim it,
let them declare and set it
forth before me.
Who has announced from of
old the things to come?
Let them tell us what is yet
to be.
Do not fear, or be afraid;
have I not told you from of
old and declared it?
You are my witnesses!
Is there any god besides me?
There is no other rock; I
know not one.
Psalm 86:11–17
11Teach me your way, O LORD,
and I will walk in your truth;
give me an undivided
heart to revere your name.
12I will thank you, O LORD my
God, with all my heart,
and glorify your name
forevermore.
13For great is your love toward
me;
you have delivered me
from the pit of death.
14The arrogant rise up
against me, O God, and a
band of violent people
seeks my life;
they have not set you
before their eyes.
15But you, O LORD, are gracious
and full of compassion,
slow to anger, and full of
kindness and truth.
16Turn to me and have mercy
on me;
give your strength to
your servant, and save the
child of your handmaid.
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me a sign of your
favor, so that those who
hate me may see it and be
put to shame;
because you, LORD,
have helped me and
comforted me.

Romans 8:12–25
So then, brothers and
sisters, we are debtors, not to the
flesh, to live according to the
flesh—for if you live according to
the flesh, you will die; but if by
the Spirit you put to death the
deeds of the body, you will live.
For all who are led by the Spirit
of God are children of God.
For you did not receive a
spirit of slavery to fall back into
fear, but you have received a
spirit of adoption. When we cry,
“Abba! Father!” it is that very
Spirit bearing witness with our
spirit that we are children of God,
and if children, then heirs, heirs
of God and joint heirs with
Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with
him so that we may also be
glorified with him.
I consider that the
sufferings of this present time are
not worth comparing with the
glory about to be revealed to us.
For the creation waits with eager
longing for the revealing of the
children of God; for the creation
was subjected to futility, not of
its own will but by the will of the
one who subjected it, in hope
that the creation itself will be set
free from its bondage to decay
and will obtain the freedom of
the glory of the children of God.
We know that the whole
creation has been groaning in
labor pains until now; and not
only the creation, but we
ourselves, who have the first
fruits of the Spirit, groan
inwardly while we wait for
adoption, the redemption of our

bodies. For in hope we were
saved. Now hope that is seen is
not hope. For who hopes for what
is seen? But if we hope for what
we do not see, we wait for it with
patience.

Gospel: Matthew 13:24–30,
36–43
Jesus put before the crowds
another parable: “The kingdom
of heaven may be compared to
someone who sowed good seed in
his field; but while everybody
was asleep, an enemy came and
sowed weeds among the wheat,
and then went away. So when the
plants came up and bore grain,
then the weeds appeared as well.
“And the slaves of the
householder came and said to
him, ‘Master, did you not sow
good seed in your field? Where,
then, did these weeds come
from?’
“He answered, ‘An enemy
has done this.’
“The slaves said to him,
‘Then do you want us to go and
gather them?’
“But he replied, ‘No; for in
gathering the weeds you would
uproot the wheat along with
them. Let both of them grow
together until the harvest; and at
harvest time I will tell the
reapers, Collect the weeds first
and bind them in bundles to be
burned, but gather the wheat into
my barn.’ ” …

Then he left the crowds and
went into the house. And his
disciples approached him,
saying, “Explain to us the parable
of the weeds of the field.”
He answered, “The one who
sows the good seed is the Son of
Man; the field is the world, and
the good seed are the children of
the kingdom; the weeds are the

children of the evil one, and the
enemy who sowed them is the
devil; the harvest is the end of
the age, and the reapers are
angels.
“Just as the weeds are
collected and burned up with
fire, so will it be at the end of the
age. The Son of Man will send his
angels, and they will collect out

of his kingdom all causes of sin
and all evildoers, and they will
throw them into the furnace of
fire, where there will be weeping
and gnashing of teeth. Then the
righteous will shine like the sun
in the kingdom of their Father.
“Let anyone with ears
listen!”

Pastor Barker’s Sermon: Matthew 13:24–30, 36–43
With much enthusiasm, I
started composting both my
kitchen and yard waste two years
ago. It started because I was
excited to divert all my yard and
kitchen waste away from the
landfill—and quickly shifted to
wanting high quality planting soil
as I started to plant a very small
garden.
When I first started I did
not want to have any of my yard
waste go to the landfill. So, when
I would weed, I would throw all
the weeds into my
compost pile.
Many of you can
imagine what then
happened last year
when I used all this
“compost” to start a
garden last year.
Weeds, weeds, weeds!
To this day that
part of my garden gets
dozens of weeds
popping up whenever
there is rain and sun. It
is more weed bed and
flower bed!
And yes, I did learn my
lesson. Now the weeds go
straight into the trash when I get
them out of my lawn and garden.
Our gospel reading today is
all about what happens when
weeds get sown in with among
the wheat.
Jesus is speaking one of his
parables of the kingdom of
heaven, using agrarian imagery.
Jesus asks us to imagine

someone sowing a field with
good seed and then that very
night an enemy coming and
sowing weeds.
What a mess!
Predictably, the weeds and
wheat grow up together. The
slaves ask the master of the
house if they should pull up the
weeds — but it is pointed out that
plucking up the weeds will
certainly accidentally pluck up
the wheat as well.
So, until the harvest they
are going to
be stuck with
both weed
and wheat
growing up
together. It is
not
mentioned
explicitly in
this parable,
but certainly
having weeds
in your wheat
field would
choke out
room for
growing wheat and create all
sorts of headaches and lesson the
overall yield.
The disciples ask Jesus
what this all means and Jesus
explains that the field is the
whole world, the Son of Man is
the one who sows the good seed
which are the children of the
kingdom, and the devil is the one
who sows the bad seed and this

seed represents the children of
the evil one.
I find this to be a very
honest parable about the
Kingdom of Heaven, which we
dwell in now.
I wish in this kingdom of
heaven we live in now there were
no weeds—no evil people, no sin,
no death. I imagine we all do.
But clearly that is not the case. If
you don’t believe me turn the
news on for 30 seconds or read
one headline from a paper and
you will see what I am talking
about. There is a lot of evil in our
world.
But, we also do not live in a
weed field. It is not all evil by
any means. If you doubt me on
this, just come down to Grace
Welcome Center on a Tuesday,
Thursday or Friday, or come to
Infant Moses on Thursday. You
will quickly see people serving
others doing real good.
So we have both weeds and
wheat. In fact, it feels very
honest to me to say that not only
do they both exist, but that they
are all mixed up.
Again, think of our food
pantry. The reason our pantry
exists at all is because there are a
lot of hungry families in
Kenosha. This is not right. The
kingdom of the weeds is behind a
system where so many people do
not have the food they need. Yet,
amongst these weeds of hunger
we see the wheat of love for
neighbor growing at our pantry.
Grace Notes Extra

July 19, 2020

3

Into this very weedy situation our
volunteers devote themselves to
getting food out each week—no
matter how hot and humid! A
perfect example of weeds and
wheat existing right next to each
other at the same time.
As each of us lives in the
kingdom of heaven now we
experience this tension. As
mentioned above, we see it in our
broader world. We also see it in
ourselves and in our churches.
We both have weedy parts
in our souls and wheaty parts. As
Luther said both sinner and
saint—right!
And, it’s not just as
individuals. Luther, LOVED this
parable. He understood it as a
parable about the church. For
Luther, this parable explained
how you could have heretics and
false Christians in the church. In
his context, he is thinking here
about those who had different
doctrines.
I’ve always found Luther’s
thinking about this helpful. In
my lifetime we have seen the
church fail in some big ways.
Probably the biggest is the failure
of churches, both Catholic and
Protestant, to keep children safe.
For the last 15 years I have
often times been asked about this
and myself wondered how to
make sense of this. Luther’s
understanding of this parable is
very helpful to me at least in
putting this together.
Our churches are not
perfect places — in fact, they
have been infiltrated by evil
people and by sin.

Truth be told, this is not
how I was taught to think of
church. I was taught to think of
church growing up as a place
where good people where and
outside the church was where
bad people were.
If this is how we see church
we will be very disappointed in
deed, when we realize that Jesus
and Luther are right that the
church has weeds as well as
wheat. Conversely, if we see the
church as having both weeds and
wheat — if our expectation is that
only on the last day will the
weeds be separated out — then
we can at least make sense of
what happens when we see sin in
our church.
And, I think of this

question often in terms of
another question I get often as a
pastor. People will ask me a
question like, “Christians killed
Jewish people for almost two
millennia, or Christians were
pro-slavery, or Christians
committed genocide against
indigenous people in North and
South America, or Christians
committed mass murder in the

name of religion during the
crusades against Muslims in light
of this history how can you be a
Christian?”
I always start by affirming
their historical analysis that
these are all things that the
church not only participated in
but sanctioned at the highest
levels.
Then, I share with them
that the truth of the matter is the
church has never been perfect. It
has always been a place that
contains both weeds and wheat.
I share that Christians also risked
their life to hide Jews during
persecutions, that Christians led
the movement of abolition, that
at the time of the Conquest, de la
Casas, a Catholic Priest, begged
to see the torture and
extermination of indigenous
people stop, and that St. Francis
worked hard to bring peace
between Crusaders and Muslims.
These were not the majority
voices of their day, but even in
these dark moments of history
there were Christians who were
being wheat.
The questions then
becomes for me and each of us,
“Are we going to be wheat or
weeds?”
May each of this today
commit ourselves to standing
with Christians who have been
the wheat. May each one of us
stand with the tradition of
Christians who hid Jews from
persecution, who worked to end
slavery, who spoke out against
genocide, who worked for peace
between Christians and Muslims.
Amen.

Grace Offerings: July 12, 2020
General offering ..................................... $ 1,409.00
Benevolence ................................................$ 172.00
Infant Moses ministry ................................. $ 10.00
Welcome Center, food pantry ..................... $ 10.00
Total ....................................................... $ 1,601.00
Grace weekly budget: $ 2,943.20
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Notes: Please remember to mail in your
offering checks to Grace when you are not able to
worship with us in person. You can also contribute
electronically through the “Donations” link at
GraceKenosha.com.

Creed, Prayers, and Communion Liturgy
HYMN OF THE DAY. Faith of Our Fathers (ELW
#812) vv. 1 & 3
1
Faith of our fathers, living still
in spite of dungeon, fire, and sword.
Oh, how our hearts beat high with joy
whene'er we hear that glorious word.
Refrain: Faith of our fathers, holy faith,
we will be true to thee till death.
3

Faith of our Fathers! We will love
both friend and foe in all our strife;
proclaim thee too, as love knows how,
by saving word and faithful life. Refrain.
CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son,
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of
the Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYER VERSE Lord, Listen to Your Children
Praying (ELW #752)
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Confident of your care and helped by the Holy
Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all who
are in need.
God of the harvest, you sow the good seed of
the gospel of Jesus Christ into your field. Help your
church throughout the world to be both diligent and
patient, full of resolve and gentleness, that our
witness may be faithful to your intentions. Lord, in
your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of all space and time, your whole creation
groans in labor pains, awaiting the gift of new birth.
Renew the earth, sky, and sea, so that all your
creation experiences freedom from the bondage of
decay. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

God of the nations, teach us your ways, that we
may walk in your truth. Mend the fabric of the
human family, now torn apart by our fearful and
warring ways (regions and nations in conflict may
be named). Guide us by your mercy, grace, and
steadfast love. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of hope, you accompany those who suffer
and are near to the brokenhearted. Open our hearts
to your children who are lonely and abandoned, who
feel trapped by despair, and all who suffer in any
way, especially:
•
Mary Andrews (Welcome Center volunteer
from St. Anthony’s)
•
Dawn Bench (Welcome Center volunteer)
•
Jackie Brichacek (Nancy’s sister-in-law)
•
Jean Boothe (Grace soup kitchen supervisor)
•
Hank Buehrens
•
Andrew Calvert
•
Pat Calvert
•
Alyssa Caputo and fiancé Aaron Dell
•
Barb Caputo
•
Holly Cummings
•
Rebecca Dalum (Grace Welcome Center
volunteer)
•
Eric Dangerfield (Carolyn Reynold’s
boyfriend)
•
Jim & Connie, parents of Welcome Center
volunteer Lynda Eirich
•
Gregory Foster
•
Steve Gapko
•
Shirleen Gulick
•
Dennis Houston (Dawn’s father-in-law)
•
Sydney Houston
•
Krisan Knapp
•
David Kramer
•
David Kristopeit (Nancy’s brother-in-law)
•
Dorothy Keuffer
*
Dean and Ruth O’Hanlon
*
Nancy Piehl (Andrew Calvert’s cousin)
•
Carolyn Reynold’s children Eddie, Santino,
Lytosha
•
Cynthia Schwartz (Norma’s daughter)
•
Marcia Swanson
•
Joyce Swift
•
Florence and Jacqueline Walker (Carolyn’s
sisters)
•
Dottie Watts and Rollie Weiss
•
Kristi Weiss (Rollie’s daughter)
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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God of the seasons, in the midst of summer,
give us refreshment, renewal, and new
opportunities. We pray for the safety of those who
travel. We pray for those who cannot take the rest
they need. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
God of life, those who have died in you shine
like the sun in your endless kingdom. We remember
with thanksgiving the saints of all times and places
and saints close to us (especially…). Gather us with
them on the day of salvation. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
In the certain hope that nothing can separate
us from your love, we offer these prayers to you;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with
all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 144)
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of pow’r and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

OFFERING PRAYER
God of goodness and growth, all creation is
yours, and your faithfulness is as firm as the
heavens. Water and word, wine and bread: these are
signs of your abundant grace. Nourish us through
these gifts, that we might proclaim your steadfast
love in our communities and in the world, through
Jesus Christ, our strength and our song.
Amen.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy God, our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer,
in the harmonious world of your creation, the plants
and animals, the seas and stars were whole and well
in your praise.
When sin had scarred the world, you sent your
Son to heal our ills and to form us again into one.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our
Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this
is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for
the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his acts of healing,
his body given up, and his victory over death, we
await that day when all the peoples of the earth will
come to the river to enjoy the tree of life. Send your
Spirit upon us and this meal: as grains scattered on
the hillside become one bread, so let your Church be
gathered from the ends of the earth, that all may be
fed with the Bread of life, your Son. Through him all
glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the
Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and
forever.
Amen

GREAT THANKSGIVING. (ELW p. 144)
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we
should at all times and in all places give thanks and
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through
our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame
death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us
pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed
be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven:
Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
OFFERING. We Give Thee but Thine Own (ELW
#686) v. 1
1 We give thee but thine own,
whate'er the gift may be;
all that we have is thine alone,
a trust, O Lord, from thee.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Friends of Jesus, come to the table. Receive
nourishment for your journey.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
God of the welcome table, in this meal we have
feasted on your goodness and have been united by
your presence among us. Empower us to go forth
sustained by these gifts so that we may share your
neighborly love with all, through Jesus Christ, the
giver of abundant life.
Amen.
NOISY OFFERING

COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
R7 Amen.
COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 146)
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
grant us peace.
SONG AFTER COMMUNION My Hope Is Built on
Nothing Less (ELW #597) vv. 1 & 3
1
My hope is built on nothing less
than Jesus' blood and righteousness;
no merit of my own I claim,
but wholly lean on Jesus' name.
Refrain: On Christ, the solid rock, I stand;
All other ground is sinking sand.
4

When he shall come with trumpet sound,
oh, may I then in him be found,
clothed in his righteousness alone,
redeemed to stand before the throne! Refrain

SENDING
BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you
peace.
Amen.
SENDING SONG: When Morning Gilds the Skies
(ELW #853) vv. 1 & 5
1
When morning gilds the skies,
my heart awaking cries:
may Jesus Christ be praised!
When evening shadows fall,
this rings my curfew call:
may Jesus Christ be praised!
5

Sing, sun and stars of space,
sing, all who see his face,
sing, "Jesus Christ be praised!"
God's whole creation o'er,
today and evermore
shall Jesus Christ be praised!

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com, Copyright ©
2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission, annual permit
#SAS017083

Grace Notes Is Available Electronically
Every edition of Grace
Notes is sent out by e-mail as a
.pdf attachment and a link to the
on-line posting at
www.gracekenosha.com. If you
would prefer to receive your copy
by e-mail rather than U.S. Mail,

please let Paul know. Leave a phone message
at 262-654-9143 (mailbox “0”) or at
graceoffice@wi.rr.com
We continue to livestream our worship
services on Facebook; search for
GraceElcaKenosha. The video is then posted
later in the morning on our website.
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Grace Lutheran Church
2006 60th Street
Kenosha, Wisconsin 53140-3893

www.GraceKenosha.com
Worship services 9:30 a.m. Sundays, livestreamed at www.facebook.com/GraceElcaKenosha/
Pastor Jonathan Barker: jonathan.w.barker17@gmail.com 626-864-6404
Church office: graceoffice@wi.rr.com 262-654-9143
Office hours: 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Tuesday through Friday
We are so
grateful for our
breakfast team.
They recently
provided food
and hygiene
products to a
gentleman who
had just been
released from
prison and is
trying to put his
life together, a
woman who was
fleeing domestic
violence, and a
senior with
disabilities who is living outside, to name just a few. Thanks for welcoming Jesus in his many disguises!
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