July 12, 2020

Gathering Liturgy, Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
CONFESSION AND
FORGIVENESS (ELW p. 94)
Blessed be the holy Trinity,
☩ one God, who forgives all our
sin, whose mercy endures
forever.
Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all
hearts are open, all desires
known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: cleanse the
thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you
and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our
Lord.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the
presence of God and of one
another.
Gracious God,
have mercy on us. We
confess that we have turned
from you and given
ourselves into the power of
sin. We are truly sorry and
humbly repent. In your
compassion forgive us our
sins, known and unknown,
things we have done and
things we have failed to do.
Turn us again to you, and
uphold us by your Spirit, so
that we may live and serve
you in newness of life

through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.
In the mercy of almighty
God, Jesus Christ was given to
die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a
called and ordained minister of
the church of Christ, and by his
authority, I therefore declare to
you the entire forgiveness of all
your sins, in the name of the
Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of
the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
GATHERING SONG. Open Now
Thy Gates of Beauty (ELW #533),
vv. 1 & 5
1
Open now thy gates of
beauty,
Zion, let me enter there,
where my soul in joyful duty
waits for God who answers
prayer.
Oh, how blessed is this place,
filled with solace, light, and
grace!
5
Speak, O God, and I will
hear thee,
let thy will be done indeed;
may I undisturbed draw near
thee
while thou dost thy people feed.
Here of life the fountain flows;
here is balm for all our woes.
GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.
And also with you.
CANTICLE OF PRAISE: p. 204b
Come, let us join our cheerful
songs with angels round the
throne;
ten thousand thousand are their
tongues, but all their joys are
one.
“Worthy the Lamb that died,”
they cry, “to be exalted thus!”
“Worthy the Lamb,” our lips
reply, “for he was slain for us!”
Jesus is worthy to receive honor
and pow’r divine;
and blessings, more than we can
give, be, Lord, forever thine.
Let all creation join in one to
bless the sacred name
of God who sits upon the throne,
and to adore the Lamb.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Almighty God, we thank
you for planting in us the seed of
your word. By your Holy Spirit
help us to receive it with joy, live
according to it, and grow in faith
and hope and love, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Lectionary 15 Readings

Isaiah 55:10–13
For as the rain and the snow
come down from heaven,
and do not return there until
they have watered the earth,
making it bring forth and
sprout,
giving seed to the sower and
bread to the eater,
so shall my word be that goes out
from my mouth;
it shall not return to me
empty,
but it shall accomplish that
which I purpose,
and succeed in the thing for
which I sent it.
For you shall go out in joy,
and be led back in peace;
the mountains and the hills
before you
shall burst into song,
and all the trees of the field
shall clap their hands.
Instead of the thorn shall come
up the cypress;
instead of the brier shall
come up the myrtle;
and it shall be to the LORD for
a memorial,
for an everlasting sign that
shall not be cut off.”
Psalm 65:9–13
9You visit the earth and water it
abundantly; you make it very
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plenteous; the river of God is
full of water.
You prepare the grain, for
so you provide for the earth.
10You drench the furrows
and smooth out the
ridges;
with heavy rain you
soften the ground and
bless its increase.
11You crown the year with your
goodness,
and your paths overflow
with plenty.
12May the fields of the
wilderness be rich for
grazing,
and the hills be
clothed with joy.
13May the meadows cover
themselves with flocks, and
the valleys cloak themselves
with grain;
let them shout for joy and
sing.
Romans 8:1–11
There is therefore now no
condemnation for those who are
in Christ Jesus. For the law of the
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has
set you free from the law of sin
and of death.
For God has done what the
law, weakened by the flesh, could
not do: by sending his own Son
in the likeness of sinful flesh, and
to deal with sin, he condemned
sin in the flesh, so that the just
requirement of the law might be
fulfilled in us, who walk not
according to the flesh but
according to the Spirit. For those
who live according to the flesh
set their minds on the things of
the flesh, but those who live
according to the Spirit set their
minds on the things of the Spirit.
To set the mind on the flesh
is death, but to set the mind on
the Spirit is life and peace. For
this reason the mind that is set

on the flesh is hostile to God; it
does not submit to God’s law—
indeed it cannot, and those who
are in the flesh cannot please
God.
But you are not in the flesh;
you are in the Spirit, since the
Spirit of God dwells in you.
Anyone who does not have the
Spirit of Christ does not belong
to him. But if Christ is in you,
though the body is dead because
of sin, the Spirit is life because of
righteousness.
If the Spirit of him who
raised Jesus from the dead
dwells in you, he who raised
Christ from the dead will give life
to your mortal bodies also
through his Spirit that dwells in
you.

Gospel: Matthew 13:1–9, 18–
23
That same day Jesus went
out of the house and sat beside
the sea. Such great crowds
gathered around him that he got
into a boat and sat there, while
the whole crowd stood on the
beach.
And he told them many
things in parables, saying:
“Listen! A sower went out to sow.
And as he sowed, some seeds fell
on the path, and the birds came
and ate them up.

“Other seeds fell on rocky
ground, where they did not have
much soil, and they sprang up
quickly, since they had no depth
of soil. But when the sun rose,
they were scorched; and since
they had no root, they withered
away.
“Other seeds fell among
thorns, and the thorns grew up
and choked them.
“Other seeds fell on good
soil and brought forth grain,
some a hundredfold, some sixty,
some thirty. Let anyone with ears

listen!” …
“Hear then the parable of
the sower. When anyone hears
the word of the kingdom and
does not understand it, the evil
one comes and snatches away
what is sown in the heart; this is
what was sown on the path.
“As for what was sown on
rocky ground, this is the one who
hears the word and immediately
receives it with joy; yet such a
person has no root, but endures
only for a while, and when
trouble or persecution arises on

account of the word, that person
immediately falls away.
“As for what was sown
among thorns, this is the one
who hears the word, but the cares
of the world and the lure of
wealth choke the word, and it
yields nothing.
“But as for what was sown
on good soil, this is the one who
hears the word and understands
it, who indeed bears fruit and
yields, in one case a hundredfold,
in another sixty, and in another
thirty.”

Pastor Barker’s Sermon: Isaiah 55:10–13
I wonder if anyone has ever
tried to start a Twitter account?
I tried to once…
And it did not go well.
I’m not one for brevity and
not very pithy so that was a
problem.
But the even bigger
problem is that nobody ever
responded to any of my Tweets. I
felt like I was tweeting out into a
vast void. Felt like I was
shouting at stars and not hearing
anything back.
Truth be told, on Twitter
my words are utterly worthless.
And I think of how this
compares to people on Twitter
that have massive amounts of
power. For instance, when our
President tweets, millions of
people respond to it, it often gets
earned media attention worth
tens of millions of dollars, if not
hundreds of millions of dollars,
world leaders pay attention, the
stock market rises and falls, and
sometimes it even leads to tens of
thousands of people being out in
the streets protesting.
It’s really quite interesting
if we think of the power of words.
Not only in terms of words from
our leaders but also the power of
words in our everyday lives.
Think for example of the words “I
do” and “I now proclaim you

husband and wife” — words that
change the lived experience of
two people forever.
In our reading today we
hear about the power of God’s
Word.
Our reading starts with a
comparison. We are asked to
think about rain and snow.
When rain and snow come out of
the sky, the earth is watered,
plants blossom, etc. This always
happens when it rains or snow.
It can’t rain without the ground
getting wet!
This is how God’s word
works. It is always effective just
like rain always gets the ground
wet.
The word that is spoken
today is return from Exile. “For
you shall go out in joy, and be led
back in peace; the mountains and
the hills before you shall burst
into song, and all the trees of the
field shall clap their hands.”
There will be this joyous
march home where all of creation
sings!
In so many ways it feels like
we are in a tremendous moment
of exile. Coronavirus is out of
control again in our country and
at least to me, a world without
coronavirus feels further away
than ever. The great divide
between those who have the

resources they need and those
who don’t has been unmasked.
We see this as We Energies gets
ready to start disconnecting
peoples’ power again in the
middle of this pandemic. We see
this as additional unemployment
benefits will expire soon. And
the long and ongoing history of
systemic racism continues to play
out in our country with tragic
consequences.
And in our own church, we
feel the weight of the loss of
Lorraine and concern over the
health of so many other of our
members. It feels like a
tremendous moment of exile.
In Isaiah though, we hear
this promise. God is so powerful,
with a mere utterance God can
bring us out of exile. And that
remains the case today.
And not only do we have
the hope of God bringing us out
of exile but we have the hope of
God recreating both the heavens
and the earth on the last day.
Our God, the one who can speak
us out of exile, is also the one
that has promised to recreate
everything and on that last day
tell us that death and crying and
mourning and tears are no more.
Amen.
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Creed, Prayers, and Communion Liturgy
HYMN OF THE DAY. Almighty God, Your Word Is
Cast (ELW #516) vv. 1 & 4
1 Almighty God, your word is cast
like seed into the ground;
now let the dew of heaven descend
and righteous fruits abound.

us and guide authorities to a deep and lasting peace.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Abiding God, care for all who are in need
especially:

4 So when the precious seed is sown,
life-giving grace bestow,
that all whose souls the truth receive
its saving power may know.

•
Mary Andrews (Welcome Center volunteer
from St. Anthony’s)
•
Dawn Bench (Welcome Center volunteer)
•
Jackie Brichacek (Nancy’s sister-in-law)
•
Jean Boothe (Grace soup kitchen supervisor)
•
Hank Buehrens
•
Andrew Calvert
•
Pat Calvert
•
Barb Caputo
•
Holly Cummings
•
Rebecca Dalum (Grace Welcome Center
volunteer)
•
Eric Dangerfield (Carolyn Reynold’s
boyfriend)
•
Gregory Foster
•
Steve Gapko
•
Shirleen Gulick
•
Dennis Houston (Dawn’s father-in-law)
•
Sydney Houston
•
Krisan Knapp
•
David Kramer
•
David Kristopeit (Nancy’s brother-in-law)
•
Dorothy Keuffer
*
Dean and Ruth O’Hanlon
*
Nancy Piehl (Andrew Calvert’s cousin)
•
Carolyn Reynold’s children Eddie, Santino,
Lytosha
•
Cynthia Schwartz (Norma’s daughter)
•
Marcia Swanson
•
Joyce Swift
•
Florence and Jacqueline Walker (Carolyn’s
sisters)
•
Dottie Watts and Rollie Weiss
•
Kristi Weiss (Rollie’s daughter)
For those who are doubting, renew faith. For
those who are worrying, provide release. For those
who are struggling, ease burdens. For those in fear,
give hope. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Renewing God, revive your church in this
place. Nourish and nurture the seeds you have
planted, that we might grow as disciples. Replace
what has been depleted. Sustain our ministries
(especially…) and deepen relationships with the
wider community. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son,
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of
the Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYER VERSE Lord, Listen to Your Children
Praying (ELW #752)
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Called into unity with one another and the
whole creation, let us pray for our shared world.
Gracious God, your word has been sown in
many ways and places. We pray for missionaries and
newly planted congregations around the world.
Inspire us by their witness to the faith we share.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Creating God, the mountains and hills burst
into song and the trees and fields clap their hands in
praise. We pray for the birds and animals who make
their home in the trees, and for lands stripped bare
by deforestation. Empower us to sustainably use
what you have given. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Reigning God, we pray for our nation’s leaders.
Increase their desire for justice and equality. We
pray for our enemies. Bridge the chasms that divide
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(Here other intercessions may be offered.)
Eternal God, we give thanks for all who have
died (especially Nathan Söderblom, Bishop of
Uppsala, whom we commemorate today). Comfort
us in the sure and certain hope of the resurrection.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Receive these prayers, O God, and those too
deep for words; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
OFFERING. We Give Thee but Thine Own (ELW
#686) v. 1
1 We give thee but thine own,
whate'er the gift may be;
all that we have is thine alone,
a trust, O Lord, from thee.
OFFERING PRAYER
God of goodness and growth, all creation is
yours, and your faithfulness is as firm as the
heavens. Water and word, wine and bread: these are
signs of your abundant grace. Nourish us through
these gifts, that we might proclaim your steadfast
love in our communities and in the world, through
Jesus Christ, our strength and our song.
Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING. (ELW p. 144)
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we
should at all times and in all places give thanks and
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through
our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame
death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with
all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 144)
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of pow’r and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy God, our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer,
in the harmonious world of your creation, the plants
and animals, the seas and stars were whole and well
in your praise.
When sin had scarred the world, you sent your
Son to heal our ills and to form us again into one.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our
Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this
is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for
the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his acts of healing,
his body given up, and his victory over death, we
await that day when all the peoples of the earth will
come to the river to enjoy the tree of life. Send your
Spirit upon us and this meal: as grains scattered on
the hillside become one bread, so let your Church be
gathered from the ends of the earth, that all may be
fed with the Bread of life, your Son. Through him all
glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the
Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and
forever.
Amen
LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us
pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed
be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven:
Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Friends of Jesus, come to the table. Receive
nourishment for your journey.
COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you.
Grace Notes
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The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.

COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 146)
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
grant us peace.
SONG AFTER COMMUNION Let Us Break Bread
Together (ELW #471) vv. 1 & 3
1
Let us break bread together on our knees;
let us break bread together on our knees.
Refrain: When I fall on my knees,
with my face to the rising sun,
O Lord, have mercy on me.
3 Let us praise God together on our knees;
let us praise God together on our knees. Refrain
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
God of the welcome table, in this meal we have
feasted on your goodness and have been united by
your presence among us. Empower us to go forth
sustained by these gifts so that we may share your
neighborly love with all, through Jesus Christ, the
giver of abundant life.
Amen.

BLESSING
Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers,
nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers,
nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of
God in Christ Jesus. God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the
Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, bless you
and keep you in eternal love.
Amen.
SENDING SONG God’s Word Is Our Great Heritage
(ELW #509)
God’s word is our great heritage
and shall be ours forever;
to spread its light from age to age
shall be our chief endeavor.
Through life it guides our way;
in death it is our stay.
Lord, grant while time shall last
your church may hold it fast
throughout all generations.
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.
Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com, Copyright ©
2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission, annual permit
#SAS017083

SENDING

Grace Offerings: July 5, 2020
General offering ..................................... $ 1,855.80
via Thrivent Choice ..................................... $ 24.00
Benevolence ................................................. $ 75.00
Infant Moses ministry ................................. $ 10.00
Welcome Center, food pantry ..................... $ 10.00
L. Hollingsworth memorial: non-desig. ....$320.00
Amistad Cristiana building use ................. $ 650.00

Total ...................................................... $ 2,944.80
Grace weekly budget: $ 2,943.20
Notes: Please remember to mail in your
offering checks to Grace during this time. You can
also contribute electronically through the
“Donations” link at GraceKenosha.com.

Grace Lutheran Guidelines During Reopening
*
To improve the experience of those who are
worshipping from home we will be lending out
hymnals. You can sign out a hymnal from Paul
Tuesdays-Thursdays from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
and keep it through the duration of COVID-19.
*
We strongly recommend you do not join us for
worship if you are in a high-risk group either
because of age, or because of a pre-existing
condition, or because you live with a family member
6
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who falls into one of those categories. We will
continue to send out the sermons in the mail and
will continue to do live broadcasts.
*
To worship with us, you need to contact Paul
during the week (262.654.9143) or contact Nancy
(262.287.3820) or Pastor Jonathan (626.864.6404)
before 8:00 a.m. on Sunday morning—there will be
Ê Please turn to page 7

Reopening Guidelines
Ì Continued from page 6
a list. Also, when you get your name on the list
please let us know if you would like grape juice or
wine for communion.
*
Please consider signing up with Paul to be a
communion assistant or reader.
*
Please monitor yourself for COVID-19
symptoms of fever and respiratory illness. If you
have either of these symptoms, please do not come
to worship. If we notice you are having acute
symptoms, we will politely ask you to leave.
*
All worshippers will enter
through the ramp side door.
*
Weather permitting, we
will keep the ramp side door
open until 9:30 a.m. so that
people don’t need to touch the
door handle. On days when
this is not possible, Greg will
spray the door down after each
person touches it.
*
We strongly recommend
using hand sanitizer as you
enter the sanctuary.
*
The door will be locked at
9:30 a.m. After this time, we
cannot be open to the general
public safely.
*
Greg will sanitize the
bathrooms before Sunday
morning.
*
Worshipers are invited to
pick up a bulletin from a stack
near the door. (They will not be handed out.)
*
There will be hand sanitizer in the narthex as
well as masks.
*
Masks will be required for everyone, except
Pastor and the reader. (This is non-negotiable for
participation, and saved Grace Welcome Center
Pantry from an outbreak.)
*
To cut down the risk of spread we will not be
doing any singing, but will still be having Nancy play
the organ. Also, we will no longer be having
responsive or communal prayers and readings—all
of that will be done by Pastor. The reason for this is
indoor singing and loud speaking are two of the
easiest ways to spread coronavirus.
*
The service will still be filmed and the floodlight
that enables that will still be used.
*
Every other pew has been blocked off. It will be
one family unit per pew.

*
There will be no-touch passing of the peace.
*
The offering plate will be on a stand at the back
of the church. The offering will be locked in the safe
by Pastor and Greg at the end of the service.
*
For communion, Pastor and one communion
assistant will stand in the middle aisle. While
practicing social distancing, people will come up in
family units to commune. They will receive the
bread and cup of wine or juice, then walk toward the
side aisle to eat and drink the elements and will then
throw their cup away in a trash can there and walk
back to their pew by the outside aisle. Pastor will be
using a no-touch wafer dispenser. Pastor and
communion assistants will
have masks and gloves on.
*
As we leave worship, we
will need to maintain social
distancing of six feet.
*
Pastor will stand in the
middle of the narthex to
avoid causing a line. For
those that want to speak with
pastor, they may but will
need to keep social
distancing.
*
After worship the
sanctuary will be thoroughly
cleaned, including using
Lysol spray on the pew
cushions.
*
If we learn that anyone
has come to worship that has
COVID-19, we will call
everyone on the list who
came to worship, as well as
the Kenosha County Health Department, and we
will shut down the following Sunday to make sure
nobody became infected. Executive council will
closely monitor the situation and if needed, will shut
down church for more weeks until it is safe to
return. (This was added in conversation with
executive council after going through our Grace
Welcome Center Pantry COVID-19 moment.)
*
If you have been in contact with anyone with
COVID-19 or anyone who has been exposed to
COVID-19, or have symptoms of a fever or coughing
or other respiratory symptoms, we require that you
stay home. (This obviously does not apply to those
who have chronic respiratory illness in our
congregation. If you have acute respiratory
problems, we would ask you to stay home for your
safety.) (This was added in conversation with
executive council after going through our Grace
Welcome Center Pantry COVID-19 moment.)
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Grace Lutheran Church
2006 60th Street
Kenosha, Wisconsin 53140-3893

www.GraceKenosha.com
Worship services 9:30 a.m. Sundays, livestreamed at www.facebook.com/GraceElcaKenosha/
Pastor Jonathan Barker: jonathan.w.barker17@gmail.com 626-864-6404
Church office: graceoffice@wi.rr.com 262-654-9143
Office hours: 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Tuesday through Friday

Home Communion with Grace Lutheran on Sunday Mornings
Now that we are celebrating
communion on Sunday mornings
there is the opportunity to have
home communion.
The bread and wine
become the body of
Jesus when the words
of Institution are
spoken—this is true
even if those words
are spoken over a
screen. So, if you are
interested in taking
communion on
Sundays here’s what
you need to know:
1. Set up an altar/holy space for
your bread and wine/grape juice.
2. Prepare the elements before
worship—for bread any loaf
you’d buy at the store would
work (please stay away from
crackers and chips). For wine,
any basic wine will work (do not
8
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use sparkling wine) and for grape
juice please use a mix that is all
grapes (do not use cran-grapepineapple or
other mixed
juices like
that).
3. Make sure
the elements
are uncovered
during the
Words of
Institution.
4. Serve one
another
saying, “This
is the body of Christ broken in
great love for you” and “This is
the blood of Christ shed for you.”
5. You can designate one person
to eat the remaining elements or
you can bury them and pour
them out in your yard (please do
not throw away the elements).

___________________________________

Grace Notes Is
Available
Electronically
Every edition of Grace
Notes is sent out by e-mail as a
.pdf attachment and a link to the
on-line posting at
www.gracekenosha.com. If you
would prefer to receive your copy
by e-mail rather than U.S. Mail,
please let Paul know. Leave a
phone message at 262-654-9143
(mailbox “0”) or at
graceoffice@wi.rr.com
We continue to livestream
our worship services on
Facebook; search for
GraceElcaKenosha. The video is
then posted later in the morning
on our website.

