June 28, 2020

Reopening Guidelines for Grace Lutheran Worship
*
To improve the experience
of those who are worshipping
from home we will be lending out
hymnals. You can sign out a
hymnal from Paul TuesdaysThursdays from 9:00
a.m. to 2:00 p.m. and
keep it through the
duration of COVID-19.
*
We strongly
recommend you do not
join us for worship if
you are in a high-risk
group either because of
age, or because of a
pre-existing condition,
or because you live
with a family member
who falls into one of
those categories. We
will continue to send
out the sermons in the
mail and will continue
to do live broadcasts.
*
To worship with us, you
need to contact Paul during the
week (262.654.9143) or contact
Nancy (262.287.3820) or Pastor
Jonathan (626.864.6404) before
8:00 a.m. on Sunday morning—
there will be a list. Also, when
you get your name on the list
please let us know if you would
like grape juice or wine for
communion.
*
Please consider signing up
with Paul to be a communion
assistant or reader.

*
Please monitor yourself for
COVID-19 symptoms of fever and
respiratory illness. If you have
either of these symptoms, please
do not come to worship. If we

notice you are having acute
symptoms, we will politely ask
you to leave.
*
All worshippers will enter
through the ramp side door.
*
Weather permitting, we will
keep the ramp side door open
until 9:30 a.m. so that people
don’t touch the door handle. On
days when this is not possible,
Greg will spray the door down
after each person touches it.
*
We strongly recommend
using hand sanitizer as you enter
the sanctuary.

*
The door will be locked at
9:30 a.m. After this time, we
cannot be open to the general
public safely.
*
The bathrooms will be
sanitized before Sunday morning
by Greg.
*
Worshippers are invited to
pick up a bulletin from a stack
near the door. (They will not be
handed out.)
*
There will be hand sanitizer
in the narthex as well as masks.
*
Masks will be required for
everyone, except Pastor and the
reader. (This is non-negotiable
for participation, and saved
Grace Welcome Center Pantry
from an outbreak.)
*
To cut down the risk of
spread we will not be doing any
singing, but will still be having
Nancy play the organ. Also, we
will no longer be having
responsive or communal prayers
and readings—all of that will be
done by Pastor. The reason for
this is indoor singing and loud
speaking are two of the easiest
ways to spread coronavirus.
*
The service will still be
filmed and the floodlight that
enables that will still be used.
*
Every other pew has been
blocked off. It will be one family
unit per pew.
Ê Please turn to page 2

Reopening Guidelines
Continued from page 1
*
There will be no-touch
passing of the peace.
*
The offering plate will be on
a stand at the back of the church.
The offering will be locked in the
safe by Pastor and Greg at the
end of the service.
*
For communion, Pastor
and one communion assistant
will stand in the middle aisle.
While practicing social
distancing, people will come up
in family units to commune.
They will receive the bread and
cup of wine or juice, then walk
toward the side aisle to eat and
drink the elements and will then
throw their cup away in a trash
can there and walk back to their
pew by the outside aisle. Pastor
will be using a no-touch wafer
dispenser. Pastor and
communion assistants will have
masks and gloves on.
*
As we leave worship, we
will need to maintain social
distancing of six feet.

*
Pastor will stand in
the middle of the narthex
to avoid causing a line.
For those that want to
speak with pastor, they
may but will need to keep
social distancing.
*
After worship the
sanctuary will be
thoroughly cleaned,
including using Lysol
spray on the pew
cushions.
*
If we learn that
anyone has come to worship that
has COVID-19, we will call
everyone on the list who came to
worship, as well as the Kenosha
County Health Department, and
we will shut down the following
Sunday to make sure nobody
became infected. Executive
council will closely monitor the
situation and if needed, will shut
down church for more weeks
until it is safe to return. (This was
added in conversation with
executive council after going
through our Grace Welcome
Center Pantry COVID-19
moment.)

*
If you have been in contact
with anyone with COVID-19 or
anyone who has been exposed to
COVID-19, or have symptoms of a
fever or coughing or other
respiratory symptoms, we
require that you stay home. (This
obviously does not apply to those
who have chronic respiratory
illness in our congregation. If you
have acute respiratory problems,
we would ask you to stay home
for your safety.) (This was added
in conversation with executive
council after going through our
Grace Welcome Center Pantry
COVID-19 moment.)

In Our Prayers This Week
·
Mary Andrews (Welcome Center volunteer
from St. Anthony's)
•
Dawn Bench (Welcome Center
volunteer)
•
Jackie Brichacek (Nancy’s
sister-in-law)
•
Jean Boothe (Grace soup
kitchen supervisor)
•
Hank Buehrens
•
Andrew Calvert
•
Pat Calvert
•
Barb Caputo
•
Holly Cummings
•
Rebecca Dalum (Grace
Welcome Center volunteer)
•
Eric Dangerfield (Carolyn
Reynold’s boyfriend)
•
Gregory Foster
•
Steve Gapko
•
Shirleen Gulick
•
Dennis Houston (Dawn’s father-in-law)

•

Sydney Houston

•

Krisan Knapp

•
David Kramer
•
David Kristopeit
(Nancy’s brother-in-law)
•
Dorothy Keuffer
*
Dean and Ruth
O’Hanlon
*
Nancy Piehl (Andrew
Calvert’s cousin)
•
Carolyn Reynold’s
children Eddie, Santino,
Lytosha
•
Cynthia Schwartz
(Norma’s daughter)
•
Marcia Swanson
•
Joyce Swift
•
Florence and Jacqueline
Walker (Carolyn’s sisters)
•
Dottie Watts and Rollie Weiss
•
Kristi Weiss (Rollie’s daughter)

Readings for Lectionary 13
Hymns from ELW:
#779, Amazing Grace
#592, Just As I Am
#640, Our Father, By Whose
Name
Jeremiah 28:5–9
The prophet Jeremiah spoke to
the prophet Hananiah in the
presence of the priests and all the
people who were standing in the
house of the LORD; and the
prophet Jeremiah said, “Amen!
May the LORD do so; may the
LORD fulfill the words that you
have prophesied, and bring back
to this place from Babylon the
vessels of the house of the LORD,
and all the exiles.
“But listen now to this word
that I speak in your hearing and
in the hearing of all the people.
The prophets who preceded you
and me from ancient times
prophesied war, famine, and
pestilence against many
countries and great kingdoms.
“As for the prophet who
prophesies peace, when the word
of that prophet comes true, then
it will be known that the LORD
has truly sent the prophet.”

Psalm 89:1–4, 15–18
1Your love, O LORD, forever will I
sing;
from age to age my
mouth will proclaim your
faithfulness.
2For I am persuaded that
your steadfast love is
established forever;

you have set your
faithfulness firmly in the
heavens.
3“I have made a covenant with
my chosen one;
I have sworn an oath to
David my servant:
4‘I will establish your line
forever,
and preserve your
throne for all
generations.’ ” …
15Happy are the people who know
the festal shout!
They walk, O LORD, in the
light of your presence.
16They rejoice daily in your
name;
they are jubilant in
your righteousness.
17For you are the glory of their
strength,
and by your favor our
might is exalted.
18Truly, our shield belongs to
the LORD;
our king to the Holy
One of Israel.
Romans 6:12–23
Do not let sin exercise dominion
in your mortal bodies, to make
you obey their passions. No
longer present your members to
sin as instruments of wickedness,
but present yourselves to God as
those who have been brought
from death to life, and present
your members to God as
instruments of righteousness.
For sin will have no dominion
over you, since you are not under
law but under grace.
What then? Should we sin
because we are not under law but
under grace? By no means! Do
you not know that if you present
yourselves to anyone as obedient
slaves, you are slaves of the one
whom you obey, either of sin,
which leads to death, or of

obedience, which leads to
righteousness?
But thanks be to God that
you, having once been slaves of
sin, have become obedient from
the heart to the form of teaching
to which you were entrusted, and
that you, having been set free
from sin, have become slaves of
righteousness.
I am speaking in human
terms because of your natural
limitations. For just as you once
presented your members as
slaves to impurity and to greater
and greater iniquity, so now
present your members as slaves
to righteousness for
sanctification.
When you were slaves of
sin, you were free in regard to
righteousness. So what
advantage did you then get from
the things of which you now are
ashamed? The end of those
things is death.
But now that you have been
freed from sin and enslaved to
God, the advantage you get is
sanctification. The end is eternal
life. For the wages of sin is death,
but the free gift of God is eternal
life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Gospel: Matthew 10:40–42
Jesus said to the twelve,
“Whoever welcomes you
welcomes me, and whoever
welcomes me welcomes the one
who sent me.
“Whoever welcomes a
prophet in the name of a prophet
will receive a prophet’s reward;
and whoever welcomes a
righteous person in the name of a
righteous person will receive the
reward of the righteous; and
whoever gives even a cup of cold
water to one of these little ones in
the name of a disciple—truly I tell
you, none of these will lose their
reward.”
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Pastor Barker’s Sermon: Jeremiah 28:5–9
I wonder if you remember
your high school student body
president elections.
Every year at my high
school, it would work out
something like this. There would
be one or two candidates who
were well liked by the teachers
and administration, were trying
to pad their résumés for
college, and generally took
the whole thing very
seriously. One of them would
usually win.
But then there would be
some other candidates who’d
also be very popular. Usually
one of the football players
would run. And he’d usually
run on a message like, “If I’m
elected student body
president, we’re getting a soft
serve ice cream machine in
the cafeteria” or “If I’m
elected president, the school
day is going to be shorter” or
“If I’m elected, we won’t have
chemistry anymore.”
I wonder if you experienced
something similar in your
schools—maybe it’s just a
millennial phenomenon.
Today, in our Jeremiah
reading we pick up another story
I love about the prophet
Jeremiah. Today, we find
Jeremiah in a three-part story
similar to last week.
In Jeremiah chapter 27,
God tells Jeremiah to make for
himself a yoke of straps and bars
like what would be put on a farm
animal. This yoke is to symbolize
the bondage God’s people face
because of the Babylonians. At
this point, God’s people have had
their first encounter with the
Babylonians in 597 BCE. In this
initial attack part of the
population of the city was taken
off as captives to Babylon—but
the city was not destroyed.
4

Grace Notes

June 28, 2020

So Jeremiah makes this
yoke and starts wearing it around
as a symbol that this is going to
be a long standing time of
suffering under Babylon.
Jeremiah also warns that to
resist Babylon will lead to an
even greater time of suffering
and death.

At the same time another
prophet shows up on the scene.
This prophet’s name is Hananiah
and he is a lot like my friend. He
is incredibly optimistic and
Jeremiah will call him a prophet
of peace.
Hananiah’s message is that
this bondage will only last for two
years and then everything will go
back to normal.
Hananiah’s message is a lot
like that of the football players
who ran on bringing free soft
serve ice cream to the school.
Or sometimes I like to think
of Hananiah’s message is the
everyone-pray-for-a-Ferrari-anda-million-dollars-and-it-willcome-true-message.
Hananiah is prophesying
exactly what God’s people want
to hear. There is this chaotic
hard event and guess what—
everything is going back to
normal soon. God is going to

give you exactly what you want
when you want it.
Our reading today picks up
with Jeremiah wearing his yoke
and confronting Hanahiah about
his message in the Temple in
front of the other priests.
Jeremiah basically points
out that prophets do not
prophesy about good times and
peace and abundance but rather
hard things like war destruction
and famine.
The basic idea Jeremiah is
getting at is anybody can stand
up and be popular saying there
will be peace, abundance and
everything will go back to
normal. But the true prophet
that has a message from God is
willing to stand up and deliver
this hard message of truth.
In Jeremiah’s case the
message is normal is gone—you
now have two choices: 1.) submit
to the Babylonians or 2.) resist
the Babylonians and you will be
destroyed.
After the end of our reading
today, Hananiah will break the
yoke off Jeremiah and ultimately,
the people will listen to
Hananiah, resist Babylon and
this will lead to the total
destruction of Jerusalem, the
Temple, and the monarchy.
This confrontation between
Jeremiah and Hananiah is a
powerful passage to read this
week.
Right now I think we all
want to hear words from
someone like Hananiah. We all
want to hear a message that
everything will be okay and go
back to normal—go back to the
way things used to be. But
Jeremiah reminds us powerfully
that these prophets of peace
often lead to our own
destruction.
Amen.

Grace Offerings: June 21, 2020
General offering ........................................ $ 285.00
Infant Moses ministry ................................. $ 25.00
Welcome Center, food pantry ....................... $ 5.00
L. Hollingsworth memorial: Infant Moses . $ 25.00
Carol Warzyn honorarium: non-desig. ....$1,941.70
Altar flowers ................................................ $ 40.00
Bulletins..................................................... $ 120.00
Total ....................................................... $ 2,441.70
Grace weekly budget: $ 2,943.20
Notes: The amount indicated for the Carol
Warzyn honorarium anticipates $58.30 in

processing fees for the donation made on line
through Donorbox.
The Sunday night NA group has resumed
meetings in the church building this month. They
have their own disinfectant products and plan to
observe social distancing protocols. Because the AV
room tables are in use at this time, they meet in the
former Rainbow Room.
Please remember to mail in your offering
checks to Grace during this time. You can also
contribute electronically through the “Donations”
link at GraceKenosha.com.

Birthdays & Anniversaries
Neil Clyne ....................................................... July 1
Jane Riley ....................................................... July 3
Debra & Keith Dreger (38th)........................... July 10
Lori Martin ..................................................... July 17

Helen Usinger ................................................ July 18
Michael Hill ................................................... July 18
Sawyer Specht ................................................ July 18
Brian Felland ................................................. July 26
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Grace Lutheran Church
2006 60th Street
Kenosha, Wisconsin 53140-3893

www.GraceKenosha.com
Worship services livestreamed at www.facebook.com/GraceElcaKenosha/
Pastor Jonathan Barker: jonathan.w.barker17@gmail.com 626-864-6404
Church office: graceoffice@wi.rr.com 262-654-9143
Office hours: 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Tuesday through Thursday; 12:00-2:00 p.m. Friday
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