
 
Fathers’ Day, 2020 

Grace Reopening Plans Proceed with Caution  
 
 On Monday we 
learned that one of our 
Grace Welcome Center 
Pantry volunteers has 
tested positive for COVID-
19.  Fortunately, her 
symptoms so far are mild, 
and she is recovering at 
home.  
 She did enter our 
building on Tuesday, June 
9, to help unload food.  
She was at Grace for less 
than an hour unloading 
and did have a mask on 
the whole time she was in 
our facility.  Also, she only 
was in the stairwell and room 
formerly known as the Rainbow 
Room. 
 Pastor Barker and three 
other volunteers helped her 
unload the truck and were 
exposed.  Pastor Barker was 
tested for coronavirus on 
Monday and the results came 
back negative. 
 One of our members 
helpfully knew that a negative 
COVID-19 test result does not 
mean quarantine ends.  We 
confirmed this with Kenosha 
County Health Department and it 
is their recommendation that 
those who were exposed on June 
9 continue to quarantine through 
Monday, June 22. 

 Executive council decided 
that it would be the wise and safe 
thing to do to follow this 
suggestion. 
 That means Rev. Barker 
will continue to work from home.  
You can reach him on his cell 
626.864.6404 or email 
jonathan.w.barker17@gmail.com  
 Rev. Barker will still 
broadcast this Sunday’s worship 
service on our Facebook page at 
9:30 a.m., but will be 
broadcasting from his house 
rather than the sanctuary. 
 Meanwhile, Kenosha 
County Health Department is 
following up with each person 
exposed.  They did not 
recommend a need to close our 

church building at this time, but 
out of an abundance of caution 
for our volunteers at Grace 
Welcome Center Pantry, the 
pantry was closed on June 16. 
 The pantry will reopen this 
Tuesday, June 23, from 4:30 to 
6:15 p.m. 
 If you were in contact with 
Pastor Barker last week, please 
monitor yourself for fever or 
respiratory symptoms like 
coughing and shortness of 
breath.  If you experience these 
symptoms, please contact your 
health care provider and get 
tested for COVID-19. 
  Grace Executive Council is 
working through this situation 
and will keep you updated as the 
situation changes. 
 We are still excited about 
re-opening on Sunday July 5. The 
updated plan will come out to 
you in the newsletter in the next 
newsletter. A meeting of the 
planning team via Zoom is 
scheduled Wednesday morning, 
June 24. 
 Please keep our volunteer 
who has COVID-19 in your 
prayers.  Please keep in prayer 
those who were exposed on 
Tuesday.  And please pray for 
Grace Welcome Center Pantry 
and our church in this difficult 
time.  
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Readings for Lectionary 12 
 
Hymns from ELW:  
#641, All Are Welcome 
Canticle of Praise: This Is the 
Feast (page 140) 
#574, Here I Am, Lord 
#720, We Are Called 
 
Jeremiah 20:7–13 
O LORD, you have enticed me, 
  and I was enticed; 
 you have overpowered me, 
  and you have prevailed. 
 I have become a laughingstock 

all day long; 
  everyone mocks me. 
For whenever I speak, I must cry 

out, 
  I must shout, “Violence and 

destruction!” 
 For the word of the LORD has 

become for me 
  a reproach and derision all 

day long. 
If I say, “I will not mention him, 
  or speak any more in his 

name,” 
 then within me there is 

something like a burning fire 
  shut up in my bones; 
 I am weary with holding it in, 
  and I cannot. 
For I hear many whispering: 
  “Terror is all around! 
 Denounce him! Let us 

denounce him!” 
  All my close friends 
  are watching for me to 

stumble. 
 “Perhaps he can be enticed, 
  and we can prevail against 

him, 
  and take our revenge on 

him.” 
But the LORD is with me like a 

dread warrior; 
  therefore my persecutors 

will stumble, 
  and they will not prevail. 
 They will be greatly shamed, 
  for they will not succeed. 
 Their eternal dishonor 
  will never be forgotten. 

O LORD of hosts, you test the 
righteous, 

  you see the heart and the 
mind; 

 let me see your retribution 
upon them, 

  for to you I have committed 
my cause. 

Sing to the LORD; 
  praise the LORD! 
 For he has delivered the life of 

the needy 
  from the hands of evildoers. 
 
Psalm 69:7–10, 16–18 
7Surely, for your sake I have 

suffered reproach, 
 and shame has covered my 
face. 
8I have become a stranger 
to my own kindred, 
  an alien to my 
mother’s children. 

9Zeal for your house has eaten 
me up; 
  the scorn of those who 
scorn you has fallen upon me. 
10I humbled myself with 
fasting, 
  but that was turned to 
my reproach. … 

16Answer me, O LORD, for your 
love is kind; 
  in your great compassion, 
turn to me. 
17Hide not your face from 
your servant; 
  be swift and answer 
me, for I am in distress. 

18Draw near to me and redeem 
me; 
  because of my enemies 
deliver me. 

 

Romans 6:1b–11 
Should we continue in sin in 
order that grace may abound? By 
no means! How can we who died 
to sin go on living in it?  
 Do you not know that all of 
us who have been baptized into 
Christ Jesus were baptized into 

his death? Therefore we have 
been buried with him by baptism 
into death, so that, just as Christ 
was raised from the dead by the 
glory of the Father, so we too 
might walk in newness of life. 
 For if we have been united 
with him in a death like his, we 
will certainly be united with him 
in a resurrection like his. We 
know that our old self was 
crucified with him so that the 
body of sin might be destroyed, 
and we might no longer be 
enslaved to sin. For whoever has 
died is freed from sin.  
 But if we have died with 
Christ, we believe that we will 
also live with him. We know that 
Christ, being raised from the 
dead, will never die again; death 
no longer has dominion over 
him. 
 The death he died, he died 
to sin, once for all; but the life he 
lives, he lives to God. So you also 
must consider yourselves dead to 
sin and alive to God in Christ 
Jesus. 

 
Gospel: Matthew 10:24–39 
Jesus said to the twelve, “A 
disciple is not above the teacher, 
nor a slave above the master; it is 
enough for the disciple to be like 
the teacher, and the slave like the 
master. If they have called the 
master of the house Beelzebul, 
how much more will they malign 
those of his household! 
 “So have no fear of them; 
for nothing is covered up that 
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will not be uncovered, and 
nothing secret that will not 
become known. What I say to you 
in the dark, tell in the light; and 
what you hear whispered, 
proclaim from the housetops.  
 “Do not fear those who kill 
the body but cannot kill the soul; 
rather fear him who can destroy 
both soul and body in hell. Are 
not two sparrows sold for a 
penny? Yet not one of them will 
fall to the ground apart from 
your Father. And even the hairs 
of your head are all counted. So 

do not be afraid; you are of more 
value than many sparrows. 
 “Everyone therefore who 
acknowledges me before others, I 
also will acknowledge before my 
Father in heaven; but whoever 
denies me before others, I also 
will deny before my Father in 
heaven. 
 “Do not think that I have 
come to bring peace to the earth; 
I have not come to bring peace, 
but a sword. 

 For I have come to set a man 
against his father, 

 and a daughter against her 
mother, 

 and a daughter-in-law against 
her mother-in-law; 

 and one’s foes will be members 
of one’s own household. 

 “Whoever loves father or 
mother more than me is not 
worthy of me; and whoever loves 
son or daughter more than me is 
not worthy of me; and whoever 
does not take up the cross and 
follow me is not worthy of me. 
Those who find their life will lose 
it, and those who lose their life 
for my sake will find it.” 

IN OUR PRAYERS 
 
· Mary Andrews (Welcome Center volunteer 
from St. Anthony's) 
* Dawn Bench 
(Welcome Center 
volunteer) 
• Jackie Brichacek 
(Nancy's sister-in-law) 
• Jean Boothe (Grace 
soup kitchen supervisor) 
• Hank Buehrens 
• Andrew Calvert 
• Pat Calvert 
• Barb Caputo 
• Holly Cummings 
• Rebecca Dalum 
(Grace Welcome Center volunteer) 
• Eric Dangerfield (Carolyn Reynold’s 
boyfriend) 
• Gregory Foster 

• Steve Gapko 
• Shirleen Gulick 
• Dennis Houston (Dawn’s father-in-law) 
* Sydney Houston 
• David Kramer 
• David Kristopeit (Nancy’s brother-in-law) 
• Dorothy Keuffer 
* Dean and Ruth O’Hanlon 
* Nancy Piehl (Andrew Calvert’s cousin) 
• Carolyn Reynold’s children Eddie, 
Santino, Lytosha 
• Cynthia Schwartz (Norma’s daughter) 
• Marcia Swanson 
• Joyce Swift 
• Florence and Jacqueline Walker 

(Carolyn’s sisters) 
• Dottie Watts and Rollie Weiss 
• Kristi Weiss (Rollie’s daughter) 

Grace Offerings: June 14, 2020 
 
General offering  ..................................... $ 1,906.00 
Benevolence  .............................................. $ 292.00 
Infant Moses ministry ................................... $ 5.00 
Welcome Center, food pantry ....................... $ 5.00 
L. Hollingsworth memorials, non-desig. .... $ 25.00 
Envelopes/initial offering ............................. $ 3.00 
Sunday night NA ......................................... $ 40.00 
Total  ....................................................... $ 2,276.00  
Grace weekly budget: $ 2,943.20 
 
 Notes: We thank Krisan Knapp for stepping in 
to handle our Treasurer’s duties, and Bert Felland 
for counting offerings. 

 The Sunday night NA group has resumed 
meetings in the church building this month. They 

have their own disinfectant 
products and plan to observe 
social distancing protocols. 
Because the AV room tables are in 
use at this time, they will meet in 
the former Rainbow Room. 
 Please remember to mail in 
your offering checks to Grace 

during this time. You can also contribute 
electronically through the “Donations” link at 
GraceKenosha.com. 
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Pastor Barker’s Sermon: Jeremiah 20:7–13 
 

 This morning I want to 
think about what it means to 
have an inner compulsion 
towards something.  An inner 
drive that leads us to do 
something so strongly that it 
almost feels like we don’t have 
free will. 
 About a year ago I visited 
my favorite restaurant in 
Milwaukee—a little Ethiopian 
restaurant—by myself.  And 
Tuesday through Thursday they 
have an all-you-can-eat vegan 
Ethiopian lunch buffet.  It was a 
week I was taking off to paint 
rooms inside my house, so I 
thought I deserved a treat. 
 I had one plate. Then I felt 
compelled to go back and get a 
second plate.  And when the 
second plate was finished felt 
that compulsion to go get a third 
plate.  And before I could finish 
my third plate they let me know 
the buffet line would be closing 
soon.   
 I didn’t want to leave 
hungry so felt the compulsion to 
go get the fourth plate.  It felt 
almost like the buffet line had a 
tractor beam that was pulling me 
towards it.  I very happily 
finished my fourth plate but as I 
stood up to walk back to my car I 
felt a horrible stomach ache. 
 I wonder when you’ve had 
that sense of compulsion? 
 In our first reading we read 
one of my favorite passages 
about what it means to follow 
God. 
 Our passage is about 
Jeremiah, a prophet in the 7th 
and 6th century BCE.  Jeremiah 
was very young when God called 
him, and at first Jeremiah names 
this fear, but God persuades him 
to be a prophet who calls Judah 
back to repentance or Babylon 
will destroy their civilization.  
The repentance God is calling for 
is around justice—God’s people 

have started to worship the local 
gods and part of this practice 
involved sacrificing children.  
Also, God’s people are oppressing 
the foreigner, orphan, and 
widow, all the most vulnerable 
people living in their midst.  
Jeremiah is calling for all of this 

to stop. 
 In our reading today we are 
coming in on a second part of a 
very dramatic story.  God had 
instructed Jeremiah to buy an 
earthenware jug and gather the 
elders and senior priests.  He is 
to gather them at the gate of 
Jerusalem leading out to the field 
of garbage.   
 Jeremiah does this and 
proclaims to the people God’s 
destruction because of their 
idolatry and that they have shed 
so much innocent blood.  In this 
moment it is hard not to hear 
echoes of Jeremiah’s words as we 
think about the way Breona 
Taylor, George Floyd, and 
Rayshard Brooks had their 
innocent blood shed.  He 
continues to prophesy the 

horrible destruction God will 
bring in grisly detail. 
 Then at this pivotal 
moment Jeremiah raised the 
earthen jug and smashed it as a 
symbol of God’s wrath to come 
on Jerusalem. 
 If they had had newspapers 

back then I can imagine 
the headline.  “Prophet 
Jeremiah Takes Things 
Too Far.”  “Jeremiah 
Speaks for God; But Must 
He Break Property?” 
 The Chief Priest, 
Pashur, is greatly 
displeased by what 
Jeremiah did and said, and 
throws him in the stocks 
overnight.   
 Again, you can 
imagine the headlines, 
“Local Prophet Thrown in 
the Stocks for 
Inflammatory Message.”  
You can almost imagine 
the calls for civility.  “Come 
one Jeremiah, we get your 
point, but do you have to 
break pots and get 
arrested? Doesn’t that 

make your message get lost?” 
 Our passage this morning 
picks up with a moment between 
Jeremiah and God right after 
this.  He has just been released 
from the stocks and Jeremiah 
complains before God.  Jeremiah 
laments that God “seduced” and 
“overpowered” him into being a 
prophet.  And he cries out that, “I 
have become a laughing stock all 
day long; everyone mocks me.” 
 Jeremiah’s cry this morning 
connects with the themes of all 
our readings today.  In the gospel 
we read Jesus say, “For I have 
come to set a man against his 
father, and a daughter against 
her mother, and a daughter-in-
law against her mother-in-law” 
and later that we are to pick up 
our cross and follow him. 
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 The theme of this week is 
the cost of following our Lord.  
For Jeremiah the cost is being 
mocked by everyone and thrown 
in the stocks.  For Jesus’s 
followers the cost means having 
family ties broken and facing 
one’s own death on a cross. 
 Faithfully following our 
Lord costs us relationships. 
 As I was pondering this 
passage this week and the 
disunity and conflict our faith 
can bring I thought back to the 
splits in our church because of 
the Civil War. 
 In 1863, in the midst of the 
American Civil War the Lutheran 
General Synod split.  Those in the 
south formed the United Synod 
of the South.  A large part of this 
split was that the 
General Synod saw 
slavery as a sin and was 
calling for constitutional 
abolition of slavery.  And 
it wasn’t only our church 
that split.   
 The reason to this 
day you have Southern 
Baptists is because in 
1845 the Baptist Church 
split regionally on the 
question of slavery.  
Slavery split the other 
denominations in our 
country as well. 
 Speaking the word 
of God about the 
injustice of slavery split 
churches, alienated 
sisters and brothers, 
broke apart the 
denominations of this 
country. 
 I also pondered Dr. 
Rev. Martin Luther King 
Jr.’s words from his 
Letter from a 
Birmingham Jail: “I 
must confess that over the last 
few years I have been gravely 
disappointed with the white 
moderate. I have almost reached 
the regrettable conclusion that 
the Negro’s great stumbling 

block in the stride toward 
freedom is not the White Citizens 
Councillor or the Ku Klux 
Klanner but the white moderate 
who is more devoted to order 
than to justice; who prefers a 
negative peace which is the 
absence of tension to a positive 
peace which is the presence of 
justice; who constantly says, "I 
agree with you in the goal you 
seek, but I can't agree with your 
methods of direct action". 
 How often does each of us 
fall into the trap of preferring 
order to justice?  How often does 
each one of us prefer a negative 
peace rather than the discomfort 
with conflict for what is right? 
 We prefer peace with our 
neighbor rather than the justice 

that God demands. 
 Jeremiah sits with this 
sense of grave disappointed with 
God at the conflict he faces.  But 
Jeremiah doesn’t decide to 
change his message.  Jeremiah 

doesn’t moderate.  He doesn’t 
say, “You know what, smashing 
the pot might have been too far 
and getting arrested and having 
to spend the night in the stocks—
definitely too much.”  Jeremiah 
doesn’t plan a strategy to become 
more popular. 
 No!  Jeremiah continues to 
feel this deep inner compulsion 
of God. 
 Jeremiah says, “If I say, ‘I 
will not mention him, 
   or speak any more in his name’, 
then within me there is 
something like a burning fire 
   shut up in my bones; 
I am weary with holding it in, 
   and I cannot.” 
 Jeremiah, feels deep in his 
body that he must keep speaking 

for God—even if it 
means being mocked by 
everyone and thrown in 
the stocks. 
 I hope each one of 
us will feel this same 
type of deep inward 
leading to speak for our 
God.  To seek justice.  
To seek the end of 
innocent blood being 
spilled. 
 Between 
coronavirus, the 
continued murder of 
black people at the 
hands of the police, and 
economic turmoil our 
society has been split 
wide open.  The world 
we knew in February is 
gone.   
 And as Dr. King 
reminds us today it’s 
okay for order to be 
gone as long as what 
comes next is justice. 
 May God put the 
burning word of justice 

deep in each of our bones for this 
moment we are in today.   
  Amen. 
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From Bishop Eaton: This Is the Day 
 
 “Out of my distress I called on the LORD.” 
(Psalm 118:5). 
 We are a nation in distress. We are a church in 
distress. The coronavirus has killed 103,000 of us. 
The virus of racism has taken hundreds of 
thousands more throughout our history. Now these 
two deadly viruses converge. Under this distress the 
veneer of equality has cracked and we see the pain, 
anger and frustration of those who have been denied 
the rights and dignity so many of us expectand often 
take for granted. 
 I have heard it said that slavery ended with the 
Civil War. Why don’t people of color “just get over 
it.” Here is the question we need to ask, “How do 
you get over something that isn’t over?”  
 The extrajudicial killings of Ahmaud Arbery, 
Breonna Taylor and George Floyd that we have seen 
have laid open the wound in our country that has 
never been fully dealt with and has never healed. 
The officer’s knee suffocating the life out of George 
Floyd “reminds us that blatant acts of intimidation, 
hatred, and violence continue” (“Freed in Christ” 
social statement, page 3). 
 Continued peaceful protests, vigils and 
demonstrations are not only legitimate but essential 
to move this country and this church to honest and 
deep self-examination. Just as the body of Christ is 
COVID positive, so is the body of Christ infected with 

racism and white supremacy. We cannot turn away 
from this truth. To deny it is dishonest and 
dangerous. 
 Let us stand with those peacefully protesting 
and acting responsibly. Looting and destruction of 
property does not further the cause of justice. 
Governmenthas a role to uphold civil order while 
also a role to respect peaceful protest. There are 
those in law enforcement who are acting wisely, 
even while others have acted irresponsibly. I ask you 
to support the many people, including those in our 
church, who are working to de-escalate tensions 
between lawenforcement, protesters and the 
community. 
 Psalm 118 continues: “I thank you that you 
have answered me and have become my salvation. 
The stone that the builders rejected has become the 
chief cornerstone. This is the LORD’s doing; it is 
marvelous in our eyes. This is the day that the LORD 
has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it” (21-24). 
 Christ, the cornerstone, has already broken 
down the wall that divides us. The time is now. This 
is the day. 
 In Christ, 
 The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton 
 Presiding Bishop, Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America 


