
 
May 31, 2020 

Kenosha Lions Send Grant Benefiting Grace Ministries  
 
 As reported in the Kenosha 
News recently, The Kenosha 
Lions Foundation included Grace 
Lutheran Church among 
seventeen grants this month. The 
$500 grant to Grace is intended 
to provide formula, diapers and 
wipes. 
 The letter accompanying 
the grant reads: 
Dear Friends, 
 The Kenosha Lions 
Foundation is proud to support 
your organization with the 
enclosed check of $500.00 to 

help fund your 
Infant Moses 
program or your 
Food Pantry. 
 We believe 
your organization 
performs a 
valuable service to 
the community 
and its citizens, 
and your efforts 
are appreciated. 
 Please note 
that the 
Foundation will 

not be holding its 
annual dinner in 
July, due to the 
present 
circumstances. 
Sincerely, 
Cathy Pellegrino, 
Treasurer 
Gail Burgess, 
Secretary 
Kenosha Lions 
Foundation 
P.O. Box 654 
Kenosha WI 53141 
 

Bishop Erickson Urges Caution on Reopening Churches 
 
 Friends in Christ: 
 Today [May 22], President Trump declared 
that places of worship are “essential services” and 
called upon state 
governors “to allow our 
churches and places of 
worship to open right 
now,” threatening to 
override governors who do 
not agree. 
  As I stated in my 
letter of May 12, I strongly 
urge the congregations of 
our synod to take our time 
and make careful 
preparations before returning to in-person worship 
and other activities. I had the opportunity to speak 

today to WTMJ radio, and I wanted to make several 
points clear: 
1. I am incredibly proud of our pastors, deacons, and 

leaders who have worked creatively, 
compassionately, and diligently to make sure that 
the essential ministries of the church have 
continued. 

2. Even though we may not be able to gather in our 
buildings for in-person worship and other 
activities for a while, the church is not closed. 

3. The question at hand is not about our freedom, 
but our responsibility, as we are refraining from 
in-person worship out of love for our neighbor 
and concern for the most vulnerable among us. 
We are governed by the law of love. 

 Thanks, 
 The Rev. Paul D. Erickson, Bishop Greater 
Milwaukee Synod, ELCA
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Readings for Pentecost Sunday 
 
Hymns from ELW:  
#404, Come, Gracious Spirit, 
Heavenly Dove 
#398, Holy Spirit, Truth Divine 
#399, O Holy Spirit, Root of Life 
 
Acts 2:1–21 
When the day of Pentecost had 
come, the apostles were all 
together in one place. And 
suddenly from heaven there 
came a sound like the rush of a 
violent wind, and it filled the 
entire house where they were 
sitting. Divided tongues, as of 
fire, appeared among them, and 
a tongue rested on each of them. 
All of them were filled with the 
Holy Spirit and began to speak in 
other languages, as the Spirit 
gave them ability. 
 Now there were devout 
Jews from every nation under 
heaven living in Jerusalem. And 
at this sound the crowd gathered 
and was bewildered, because 
each one heard them speaking in 
the native language of each.  
Amazed and astonished, they 
asked, “Are not all these who are 
speaking Galileans? And how is it 
that we hear, each of us, in our 
own native language? Parthians, 
Medes, Elamites, and residents 
of Mesopotamia, Judea and 
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 
Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt 
and the parts of Libya belonging 
to Cyrene, and visitors from 
Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 
Cretans and Arabs—in our own 
languages we hear them speaking 
about God’s deeds of power.”  
 All were amazed and 
perplexed, saying to one another, 
“What does this mean?”  
 But others sneered and 
said, “They are filled with new 
wine.” 
 But Peter, standing with the 
eleven, raised his voice and 
addressed them, “Men of Judea 

and all who live in Jerusalem, let 
this be known to you, and listen 
to what I say. Indeed, these are 
not drunk, as you suppose, for it 

is only nine o’clock in the 
morning. No, this is what was 
spoken through the prophet Joel: 
 ‘In the last days it will be, God 

declares, 
 that I will pour out my Spirit 

upon all flesh, 
  and your sons and your 

daughters shall prophesy, 
 and your young men shall see 

visions, 
  and your old men shall 

dream dreams. 
 Even upon my slaves, both 

men and women, 
  in those days I will pour out 

my Spirit; 
   and they shall prophesy. 

 And I will show portents in the 
heaven above 

  and signs on the earth 
below, 

   blood, and fire, and smoky 
mist. 

 The sun shall be turned to 
darkness 

  and the moon to blood, 
   before the coming of the 
Lord’s great and glorious day. 

 Then everyone who calls on the 
name of the Lord shall be 

saved.’ ” 
 

Psalm 104:24–34, 35b 
24How manifold are your works, 

O LORD! 
  In wisdom you have made 
them all; the earth is full of 
your creatures. 
 25Yonder is the sea, 
great and wide, with its 
swarms too many to 
number, 
  living things both 
small and great. 

26There go the ships to and fro, 
  and Leviathan, which you 
made for the sport of it. 
 27All of them look to you 
  to give them their 
food in due season. 

28You give it to them; they gather 
it; 
  you open your hand, and 
they are filled with good 
things. 
 29When you hide your 
face, they are terrified; 
  when you take away 
their breath, they die and 
return to their dust. 

30You send forth your Spirit, and 
they are created; 
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  and so you renew the face 
of the earth. 
 31May the glory of the 
Lord endure forever; 
  O LORD, rejoice in all 
your works. 

32You look at the earth and it 
trembles; 
  you touch the mountains 
and they smoke. 
 33I will sing to the LORD 
as long as I live; 
  I will praise my God 
while I have my being. 

34May these words of mine please 
God. 
  I will rejoice in the LORD. 
… 
35bBless the LORD, O my 
soul. 
  Hallelujah!  

 
1 Corinthians 12:3b–13 
No one can say “Jesus is Lord” 
except by the Holy Spirit. 
 Now there are varieties of 
gifts, but the same Spirit; and 
there are varieties of services, but 
the same Lord; and there are 
varieties of activities, but it is the 
same God who activates all of 
them in everyone. To each is 

given the manifestation of the 
Spirit for the common good.  
 To one is given through the 
Spirit the utterance of wisdom, 
and to another the utterance of 
knowledge according to the same 
Spirit, to another faith by the 
same Spirit, to another gifts of 
healing by the one Spirit, to 
another the working of miracles, 
to another prophecy, to another 
the discernment of spirits, to 
another various kinds of tongues, 
to another the interpretation of 
tongues. All these are activated 
by one and the same Spirit, who 
allots to each one individually 
just as the Spirit chooses. 
 For just as the body is one 
and has many members, and all 
the members of the body, though 
many, are one body, so it is with 
Christ. For in the one Spirit we 
were all baptized into one body—
Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—
and we were all made to drink of 
one Spirit. 
 
Gospel: John 20:19–23 
When it was evening on that day, 
the first day of the week, and the 
doors of the house where the 

disciples had met were locked for 
fear of the Jews, Jesus came and 
stood among them and said, 
“Peace be with you.”  

 After he said this, he 
showed them his hands and his 
side. Then the disciples rejoiced 
when they saw the Lord.  
 Jesus said to them again, 
“Peace be with you. As the Father 
has sent me, so I send you.” 
When he had said this, he 
breathed on them and said to 
them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If 
you forgive the sins of any, they 
are forgiven them; if you retain 
the sins of any, they are 
retained.” 
 

 

IN OUR PRAYERS 
 
• Mary Andrews (Welcome Center volunteer 
from St. Anthony's) 
* Dawn Bench (Welcome Center volunteer) 
• Jackie Brichacek 
(Nancy's sister-in-law) 
• Jean Boothe (Grace soup 
kitchen supervisor) 
• Hank Buehrens 
• Andrew Calvert 
• Pat Calvert 
• Barb Caputo 
• Holly Cummings 
• Eric Dangerfield 
(Carolyn Reynold’s boyfriend) 
• Gregory Foster 
• Steve Gapko 
• Shirleen Gulick 
• Lorraine Hollingsworth 
* Dennis Houston (Dawn’s father-in-law) 

• David Kramer 
• David Kristopeit (Nancy’s brother-in-law) 
• Dorothy Keuffer 

* Ruth O’Hanlon 
* Nancy Piehl (Andrew 
Calvert’s cousin) 
• Carolyn Reynold’s 
children Eddie, Santino, 
Lytosha 
• Cynthia Schwartz 
(Norma’s daughter) 
• Marcia Swanson 
• Joyce Swift 
• Florence and 
Jacqueline Walker (Carolyn's 
sisters) 

• Dottie Watts and Rollie Weiss 
• Kristi Weiss (Rollie's daughter) 
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Pastor Barker’s Sermon: Acts 2:1–21 
 

 Have you ever seen 
something in nature that is truly 
awe inspiring and also terrifying? 
 Maybe a wildfire, 
thunderstorm, earthquake, 
tornado, or something else? 
 When I think of 
terrifying moments in nature 
I always think about the time 
on our honeymoon Rachel 
and I hiked to Sky Pond in 
Rocky Mountain National 
Park.  We remember this 
moment by the alternative 
title, that time we almost died 
on our honeymoon. 
 It was in September so 
we had on medium weight 
gear.  We hiked up this frozen 
waterfall to get to Sky Pond.  
It’s an amazing small lake 
that has the visual effect that 
one side of the lake is floating on 
the horizon—kind of like one of 
those fancy pools by the beach 
that make it look like the pool 
goes all the way off into the 
ocean. 
 As we walked around this 
little lake the weather changed 
very suddenly.  A howling wind 
rushed over the lake and it 
brought flying snow.  It was 
beautiful and terrifying to watch 
and almost instantly we both 
were very cold.  
 We wanted to start making 
our way down to get below the 
wind only to realize that we 
weren’t sure where the frozen 
waterfall trailhead was because 
that was on the side of the lake 
that looked like it was just 
floating off into the distance.   
 We couldn’t find anything 
that looked familiar so we started 
down what looked like it might 
be the waterfall.   
 We got about 25 feet down 
and came to a very steep face. 
 I had read enough nature 
survival stories to say out loud,  
“I think we’re lost and if we don’t 

make the right decision next we 
might die—so let’s stop and really 
think about this for the next 10 
minutes.” 
 After regaining our 

composure, we decided to climb 
back up to Sky Pond, and when 
we did we ran into some other 
very cold hikers that knew where 
the frozen waterfall was. 
 That day I was definitely 
feeling terrified of nature! 
 On this Pentecost Sunday 
we read about a terrifying 
moment.  The disciples are still 
waiting in the upper room and all 
of a sudden, “from heaven there 
came a violent wind, and it filled 
the entire house”.  Imagine 
sitting in your home and all of a 
sudden this violent wind fills 
your whole house—pretty 
terrifying. 
 And then, comes the fire.  
Divided tongues of fire rested 
rested on each of them. 
 The fire and wind are 
reminiscent of other powerful 
moments God has shown up.  
The fire harkens back to the 
giving of the Ten 
Commandments at Mount Sinai.  
The wind is reminiscent of God 
meeting both Elijah and Job 
either after or in rushing wind. 

 And not only does this 
image of wind and fire point 
backwards but it points to the 
terrifying Day of the Lord also 
called “the last days”.  In the Old 

Testament it is prophesied that 
God will come back in great 
power to make things right again.  
And that day will be 
accompanied by all sorts of 
terrifying natural phenomenon. 
 These terrifying natural 
events mark God powerfully 
appearing in our world.  On this 
week this arrival is about the 
Holy Spirit coming upon the first 
Christians. 
 This is such a powerful 
reminder that God’s presence in 
our life in part is terrifying.  
There is something awe-inspiring 
when the eternal creator of the 
universe meets us.  And, when we 
think about the Holy Spirit, it is 
not just God meeting us, but 
dwelling inside of us.  
 My colleague Pastor Kevin, 
this week in clergy Bible study 
pointed out that this coming of 
the Holy Spirit is profoundly not 
comfortable. 
 The work of God at one 
level is terrifying and disruptive. 
 And when we think about 
the coming of the Holy Spirit into 
our lives this will become clear if 



Grace Notes    May 31, 2020   5 

	

we think about what that Spirit 
calls forth. 
 The Holy Spirit we receive 
is the same Holy Spirit Jesus 
received in his baptism. 
 Jesus emerges from his 
baptism and the 
following 40 days and 
gives his first sermon 
proclaiming, “The 
Spirit of the Lord is 
upon me because he 
has anointed me to 
bring good news to the 
poor.  He has sent me 
to proclaim release to 
the captives and 
recovery of sight to the 
blind, to let the 
oppressed go free, and 
to proclaim the year of 
the Lord’s favor”. 
 The spirit Jesus 
is talking about is the Holy Spirit.  
The same spirit we were sealed 
with in our baptism. 
 And what does this spirit 
anoint us to do—bring good news 

to the poor, proclaim release to 
captives, recovery of sight to the 
blind, to let the oppressed go 
free, and proclaim the year of the 
Lord’s favor, which was an 
expression for the jubilee year 

where all debts 
were forgiven. 
 If we take this 
seriously, this is a 
disruptive and at 
times terrifying call. 
 I’ve thought 
about this call this 
week in light of 
murder of George 
Floyd.  You might 
have seen the video 
of this man 
handcuffed with a 
Police Officer using 
his knee to choke 
this man to death.  

Unfortunately, this was not an 
isolated incident but part of an 
oppression that goes back 
hundreds of years.  Our black 
neighbors face oppression in the 

ways they are policed and too 
often this has resulted in their 
death. 
 The Holy Spirit we 
celebrate today does not let us 
remain silent in such moments. 
The Holy Spirit we proclaim 
makes us uncomfortable and 
calls us to call for the end of 
oppression. 
 I’m not naive that this is an 
uncomfortable thing to call for.  
Calling for the end of oppression 
often costs us friendships and 
sometimes even our relationships 
with our own relatives. 
 But this is what we 
celebrate today.  The terrifying 
coming of the Spirit that marks 
the end of days being upon us 
and calls us to work towards 
bringing good news to the poor, 
recovery of sight to the blind, the 
release of the captives, the 
oppressed being set free and all 
debt being forgiven in the year of 
the Lord’s favor. 
 Amen. 

June Birthdays and Anniversaries 
 
Linda & Ron Wadham, June 3 
Eunice Mattson anniversary, 

June 4 
Andres Vargas, June 6 
Roland Weiss, June 6 

Viola Dreger, June 10 
David & Jackie Kramer, June 14 
Nancy Brichacek anniversary, 

June 16 
David Kramer, June 18 

Nevaeh Thomas, June 22 
Kayla Thomas, June 23 
June Knoedler, June 29 
Marge & Gary Larson, June 29 
Jeannie Colister, June 30 

Grace Offerings and Income: May 24, 2020 
 
General offering  ........................................ $ 730.00 
Benevolence  ................................................ $ 88.00 
Infant Moses ministry ................................. $ 10.00 
Welcome Center, food pantry ................... $ 160.00 
From Outreach for Hope ........................ $ 2,822.42 
From Kenosha Lions ................................. $ 500.00 
Total  ....................................................... $ 4,310.42  
Grace weekly budget: $ 2,943.20 
 
 Notes: This week’s check from Outreach for 
Hope is for Grace Lutheran Church. 
 Thank you to Keith Dreger for applying for the 
grant from Kenosha Lions Foundation. Keith has 
asked that the grant be split 40% for the Welcome 

Center, 40% for Infant Moses, and 20% for church 
expenses. 
 The amount Grace is asking from Amistad 
Cristiana and Holy Assembly has been reduced, 
since they, like Grace, have not been congregating in 
the building. Amistad continues worship services 
on-line only during June and have canceled their 
planned Vacation Bible School; they tentatively plan 
to resume worshiping in the former gymnasium in 
July. 
 Please remember to mail in your offering 
checks to Grace during this time. You can also 
contribute electronically through the “Donations” 
link at GraceKenosha.com. 
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Grace Lutheran Church 
2006 60th Street 
Kenosha, Wisconsin 53140-3893 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
www.GraceKenosha.com 
Worship services livestreamed at www.facebook.com/GraceElcaKenosha/ 
Pastor Jonathan Barker: jonathan.w.barker17@gmail.com 626-864-6404 
Church office: graceoffice@wi.rr.com 262-654-9143 
Office hours: 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Tuesday and Thursday 
 

Response to Outreach for Hope, Synod Appeals Is Strong 
 
Friends in Christ: 
 Outreach for Hope (OFH) and the 
Greater Milwaukee Synod's dual 
COVID-19 appeals continue to be an 
unqualified success! "Project LunchBox" 
(food assistance, in the form of boxed 
meals to feed a family of four for a week) 
and the OFH COVID-19 Relief Fund 
(emergency funding for urban 
congregations throughout our area) 
have both seen donations in amounts 
ranging from $5 to thousands of dollars 
— including numerous generous 
donations from individuals who have 
never donated to a synod-wide appeal in 
the past.  
 We have been overwhelmed and humbled by 
your response! Together, we have raised almost 
$36,000 for ministries serving low-income 
neighborhoods during this pandemic: $19,031 for 
Project LunchBox and $16,935 for the OFH COVID-
19 Relief Fund. 
 Thanks to the numerous congregational 
leaders who responded to last week's message from 
OFH Board President Cindy Halverson, we now 

have additional 
commitments/pledges for 
another $10,000 from 
congregations throughout 
our synod. This means that 
we only need $4,000 more, 
from congregations and/or 
individuals, to reach our 
$50,000 fundraising goal 
by this coming Monday, 
June 1! 
 Please consider a gift 
of any amount, to either 
fund, by visiting 
www.outreachforhope.org 
or by designating a portion 

of your regular offering for either of these appeals. 
 Thank you to every person and every 
congregation who have responded so generously, 
helping their neighbors in this time of greatest need. 
 In Christ, 
 The Outreach for Hope Team 


