
 

MAY 24, 2020 

Grace On-line Services to Continue 
 
 Meeting by Zoom last 
Sunday, the Grace church council 
voted to continue worship 
services on-line through the 
month of June. 
 Council endorsed a 
proposal to repair the church 
roof, at an estimated cost of 
$34,900. Council members have 
begun making calls to Grace 
members for congregational 
input on the project. We hope to 
be able to discuss the plan with 
all Grace members before the 
next meeting of the council on 
Sunday, June 7. 

 The cost of the repair is to 
be funded from the Pfarr 
bequest. 
 Holy Assembly Church of 
Apostolic Faith has decided to 
begin offering drive-through 
communion while continuing to 
live-stream their worship 
services. They recently received 
financial assistance from their 
parent church body, and planned 
to send $1,000 to Grace this 
week to make up for the 
reduction in their contribution 
for use of our facilities. 

 Amistad Cristiana plans to 
resume worship services earlier 
than either Grace or Holy 
Assembly; they believe that 
having a youthful congregation, 
they will be able to gather here 
safely. The Grace council is 
recommending strongly against 
Amistad's congregation serving 
meals in association with their 
worship services, and has asked 
Amistad’s leadership to submit a 
plan to Grace Church Council 
that describes their re-opening 
procedures and requirements for 
their members.

Welcome Center Thanks Jill Falduto 
 
 This Tuesday, Grace 
Welcome Center Pantry was 
able to serve 143 hungry families 
food. We long and pray for the 
day when each one of us will 
have our daily bread and we will 
no longer be needed but until 
that day we will fight tooth and 
nail to get food into our 
community.  
 One of our food warriors 
who works steadfastly to serve 
our guests is Jill Falduto. 
Without her calm, tireless, and 
humble efforts it would be 
incredibly difficult to make our 

pantry and breakfast program run-
especially during this coronavirus crisis. 
Thank you, Jill, and all our volunteers 
who are ready to fight so hard to get food 
to our neighbors! (Featured picture was 
taken back before masks were suggested). 
 Because of heightened demand for 
the food pantry during the coronavirus 
outbreak, the Welcome Center has asked 
Grace council for permission to add two 
chest freezers in the former Rainbow 
Room on the basement level. The freezers 
would be placed by the east windows, and 
would likely require rewiring of electrical 
equipment there. 
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Readings for Ascension of Our Lord 
 
Hymns from ELW:  
#655, Son of God, Eternal Savior 
#656, Blest Be the Tie that Binds 
#640, Our Father, by Whose 
Name 
 
Acts 1:1–11 
In the first book, Theophilus, I 
wrote about all that Jesus did 
and taught from the beginning 
until the day when he was taken 
up to heaven, after giving 
instructions through the Holy 
Spirit to the apostles whom he 
had chosen.  
 After his suffering he 
presented himself alive to them 
by many convincing proofs, 
appearing to them during forty 
days and speaking about the 
kingdom of God.  While staying 
with them, he ordered them not 
to leave Jerusalem, but to wait 
there for the promise of the 
Father.  
 “This,” he said, “is what you 
have heard from me; for John 
baptized with water, but you will 
be baptized with the Holy Spirit 
not many days from now.” 
 So when they had come 
together, they asked him, “Lord, 
is this the time when you will 
restore the kingdom to Israel?” 
 He replied, “It is not for you 
to know the times or periods that 
the Father has set by his own 
authority. But you will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit has 
come upon you; and you will be 
my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the 
ends of the earth.” 
 When he had said this, as 
they were watching, he was lifted 
up, and a cloud took him out of 
their sight.  
 While he was going and 
they were gazing up toward 
heaven, suddenly two men in 
white robes stood by them. They 
said, “Men of Galilee, why do you 

stand looking up toward heaven? 
This Jesus, who has been taken 
up from you into heaven, will 
come in the same way as you saw 
him go into heaven.” 

 
Psalm 93 
1The LORD is king, robed in 

majesty; the LORD is robed in 
majesty and armed with 
strength. 
  The LORD has made the 
world so sure that it cannot be 
moved. 

2Ever since the world began, 
your throne has been 
established; 
  you are from 
everlasting. 

3The waters have lifted up, O 
LORD, the waters have lifted 
up their voice; 
  the waters have lifted up 
their pounding waves. 

4Mightier than the sound of 
many waters, mightier 
than the breakers of the 
sea, 
  mightier is the LORD 
who dwells on high. 

5Your testimonies are very sure, 
  and holiness befits your 
house, O LORD, forever and 
forevermore. 

Ephesians 1:15–23 
I have heard of your faith in the 
Lord Jesus and your love toward 
all the saints, and for this reason 
I do not cease to give thanks for 
you as I remember you in my 
prayers.  
 I pray that the God of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 
glory, may give you a spirit of 
wisdom and revelation as you 
come to know him, so that, with 
the eyes of your heart 
enlightened, you may know what 
is the hope to which he has called 
you, what are the riches of his 
glorious inheritance among the 
saints, and what is the 
immeasurable greatness of his 
power for us who believe, 
according to the working of his 
great power. 
 God put this power to work 
in Christ when he raised him 
from the dead and seated him at 
his right hand in the heavenly 
places, far above all rule and 
authority and power and 
dominion, and above every name 
that is named, not only in this 
age but also in the age to come.  
 And he has put all things 
under his feet and has made him 
the head over all things for the 
church, which is his body, the 
fullness of him who fills all in all. 
 
Gospel: Luke 24:44–53 
Then Jesus said to the disciples, 
“These are my words that I spoke 
to you while I was still with you 
— that everything written about 
me in the law of Moses, the 
prophets, and the psalms must 
be fulfilled.” 

 Then he opened their 
minds to understand the 
scriptures, and he said to them, 
“Thus it is written, that the 
Messiah is to suffer and to rise 
from the dead on the third day, 
and that repentance and 
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forgiveness of sins is to be 
proclaimed in his name to all 
nations, beginning from 
Jerusalem. You are witnesses of 
these things.  
 ‘And see, I am sending upon 
you what my Father promised; so 
stay here in the city until you 

have been clothed with power 
from on high.” 
 Then he led them out as far 
as Bethany, and, lifting up his 
hands, he blessed them. While he 
was blessing them, he withdrew 
from them and was carried up 
into heaven.  

 And they worshiped him, 
and returned to Jerusalem with 
great joy; and they were 
continually in the temple 
blessing God. 
 

 

IN OUR PRAYERS 
 
* The family of Leslie Bruns (Rev. Barker’s 
grandfather-in-law) 
• Mary Andrews (Welcome Center volunteer 
from St. Anthony's) 
* Marlene Binninger 
• Jackie Brichacek (Nancy's sister-in-law) 
• Jean Boothe (Grace soup kitchen supervisor) 
• Hank Buehrens 
• Andrew Calvert 
• Pat Calvert 
• Barb Caputo 
• Holly Cummings 
• Eric Dangerfield (Carolyn Reynold’s 
boyfriend) 
• Gregory Foster 
• Steve Gapko 
• Shirleen Gulick 

• Lorraine Hollingsworth 
* Dennis Houston (Dawn’s father-in-law) 
• David Kramer 
• David Kristopeit (Nancy’s brother-in-law) 
• Dorothy Keuffer 
* Ruth O’Hanlon 
* Nancy Piehl (Andrew Calvert’s cousin) 
• Carolyn Reynold’s children Eddie, Santino, 
Lytosha 
• Cynthia Schwartz (Norma’s daughter) 
• Marcia Swanson 
• Joyce Swift 
• Florence and Jacqueline Walker (Carolyn's 
sisters) 
• Dottie Watts and Rollie Weiss 
• Kristi Weiss (Rollie's daughter) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Church council 
met via Zoom 
on May 17. 
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Pastor Barker’s Sermon: Do Christians Need Power? 
 

 This week I want us to 
think about power.  What is it?  
Do we have it?  As Christians 
should we care about it? 
 It might be helpful to start 
by thinking about times we have 
seen power used, either by 
ourselves or by others. 
 I will never forget the 
moment I saw a 2-year-old wield 
power against his mom.  I was 
giving one of my first ever 
children sermons—wish I could 
say I remember this because of 
what I was saying but I don’t.  
And one of our two year olds had 
come up with is mom to be part 
of the children’s time. 
 At the end of the children’s 
time he DID NOT want to go back 
to his pew.   
 So, she grabbed him by the 
arm and they started to head 
back.  It seemed like Mom had all 
the power but then... 
 In the middle of the aisle 
this kid went totally limp 
breaking his mom’s grip on his 
arm as he fell to the ground.  He 
had exerted his power over his 
mom in that moment to get what 
he wanted. 
 She quietly told him to get 
up.  But he kept lying there 
motionless.  And now, he had 
captured the attention of every 
person in the sanctuary.  I 
wondered to myself, “What am I 
going to do if this kid just keeps 
lying there—they don’t teach you 
that one in seminary?” 
 Now red in the face, his 
mom scooped him up and carried 
him back to the pew. 
 An interesting example of a 
test of wills between child and 
mother and how they each found 
different power. 
 And I imagine that 
everyone has experienced similar 
situations.  Experienced power in 
a family, experienced power at 

work or school, experienced 
power in a store or in our city 
government. 
 Power is the ability to do 
things in the world.  When have 
we had that?  When do we wish 
we had that? 
 In our Acts reading, the 

disciples are waiting in 
Jerusalem.  Jesus has been 
appearing to them talking about 
the Kingdom of God.  And Jesus 
tells them they are waiting for 
power, which will come through 
the Holy Spirit.  This power will 
allow these disciples to be 
witnesses in Jerusalem and all 
the way to the ends of the earth, 
spreading the truth of Jesus, and 
watching as people convert. 
 Next week, we will read 
about the actual receiving of this 
power; but as a little spoiler of 
what is to come the disciples will 
receive power to start a mighty 
church in Jerusalem, and quickly 
they will bear witness to much of 
the rest of the Roman world. 
 I felt called to preach this 
passage today because I sense us 
Christians are feeling very weak 
and we have lost belief in our 
power to spread the gospel and 
watch it change hearts. 

 I will give two examples of 
where I hear this sentiment.  
Many times, retired pastors have 
shared with me things like this, “I 
remember when we had power as 
pastors—power in our churches 
and power in our communities.  
We were respected!  And my 

whole career was a 
journey of watching that 
power slip away.”  I’ve 
heard that sentiment so 
many times. 
 And I also hear a 
similar sort of thing in 
our churches.  “There’s 
nothing we can do about 
our churches shrinking.  
The next generations 
aren’t into church, and 
even if they are they go 
to non-denominational 
church, not mainline 
protestant church.  The 
culture has turned 
against us so there’s 
nothing we can do.”   

 I’m very sympathetic to the 
feelings of loss over the last 50 
years and they way that has made 
us feel powerless—truthfully, it 
has been a hard 50 years for our 
churches. 
 But, in the book of Acts, we 
see something so different.  We 
have power through the Holy 
Spirit to be witnesses to the 
world and it doesn’t matter one 
bit whether Roman culture is for 
or against us.  Considering they 
participated in the killing of 
Jesus and often times killed 
Christians, and worshiped a 
whole pantheon of gods, it’s safe 
to say the culture was not 
“friendly” to Christian belief. 
 Reading this passage from 
Acts, I feel that we are in a 
special moment where us 
Christians need to reclaim our 
power and reclaim our witness. 

Continued on page 5 E 
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 90,000 Americans have 
died of Coronavirus, and it feels 
like there is no public mourning.  
This is many more Americans 
than were combat fatalities 
during Vietnam.  It is astronomic 
compared 9/11.  To get to 90,000 
deaths by airplane crashes would 
take many, many months of daily 
crashes.   
 This is a national tragedy 
and it feels like collectively we 
have lost our ability to mourn.  
To make it worse, in our state of 
Wisconsin, 29% of coronavirus 
deaths impact African Americans 
even though they only make up 
7% of the population and 35% of 
the cases or Latinx even though 
they also only make up 7% of the 
population.  As our African 
American and Latinx 
communities face this massive 
crisis the response should be 
collective action and mourning—
not indifference and apathy.  We 
need a revival in this country.  
We need a conversion of heart 
back to love of neighbor! 
 And then, this week we saw 
another calamity: Michigan 
facing flooding because of two 
breached dams in the midst of a 
once in a 500-year rainfall.  Here 
we see the consequences of 
climate change—as the air gets 

warmer there is more moisture 
leading to an unprecedented 
level of precipitation.  But the 
other thing we see is that the 
private operators of these dams 
had neglected to maintain their 
maintenance.  This is a truly 
frightening convergence of 
events we see all over our country 
of aging infrastructure that 
cannot hold up against our 
changing climate.  We need a 
conversion of heart to once again 
start seeking love for our 
neighbor in the built spaces of 
our world. 
 We need a bold witness, a 
powerful witness that calls 
people to conversion of heart.  
We are a country losing our 
ability to care for one another 
and it’s time for revival! 
 When I think of Christians 
who had power and believed that 
through their witness conversion 
was possible I think of Benjamin 
Lay, an 18th-century Quaker who 
was friends with Benjamin 
Franklin.   
 Benjamin Lay, after 
spending his young adult life as a 
sailor and living in the 
Caribbean, saw first hand how 
brutal slavery was.  He could not 
find a way to reconcile that with 
love for neighbor.  So he started 

visiting churches with slave-
holding ministers and would 
interrupt their services to call out 
their hypocrisy.   
 He did this with power—so 
much so he became a folk hero—
and truly believed these 
ministers would repent.  You can 
read more about this brave 
Christian in, The Fearless 
Benjamin Lay. 
 The second example comes 
from a fictional account of a 
Settlement House in the book, In 
His Steps: What Would Jesus 
Do.  It sounds like a 
contemporary book, but it was 
written in 1896. 
 In this book, a Bishop and 
pastor start a settlement house 
for the underclass in Chicago.  
They believe in the power of God 
to convert people out of the 
bondage of drink.  The power of 
God to close the saloon next to 
their settlement.  And the power 
of God to intervene in corrupt 
local politics. 
 What would we do if we 
had the power of the Holy Spirit?  
What would we do if we believed 
we were witnesses that could 
change people's hearts?  Think 
about that for a second… 
 Because we are. 
 Amen. 

Grace Offerings and Income: May 17, 2020 
 
General offering  ....................... $ 1,4,10.00 
Benevolence  ................................. $ 195.00 
Infant Moses ministry .................... $ 10.00 
Welcome Center, food pantry ........ $ 10.00 
From Outreach for Hope .......... $ 2,325.75 
Bills  ............................................ $ 400.00 
Initial offering ................................. $ 5.00 
Holy Assembly building usage .... $ 500.00 
Total  ......................................... $ 4,855.75  
Grace weekly budget: $ 2,943.20 
 
 Notes: The check from Outreach for 
Hope is the second quarter allocation for 
the Grace Welcome Center. 

 The amount Grace is asking from Amistad 
Cristiana and Holy Assembly has 
been reduced, since they, like 
Grace, have not been congregating 
in the building. (But see the article 
on page 1.) 
 Please remember to mail in 
your offering checks to Grace 
during this time. You can also 
contribute electronically through 
the “Donations” link at 
GraceKenosha.com. 
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Grace Lutheran Church 
2006 60th Street 
Kenosha, Wisconsin 53140-3893 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
www.GraceKenosha.com 
Worship services livestreamed at www.facebook.com/GraceElcaKenosha/ 
Pastor Jonathan Barker: jonathan.w.barker17@gmail.com 626-864-6404 
Church office: graceoffice@wi.rr.com 262-654-9143 
Office hours: 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Tuesday and Thursday 
 


