May 17, 2020

Bishop Eaton: We Are Church Together
Dear church,
Christ is risen indeed!
Alleluia!
During the uncertainty of
the COVID-19 pandemic,
I am encouraged by your
resilience and creativity
in our witness to the life,
death and resurrection of
Jesus Christ. I am also
inspired by your
generosity.
Through
the ELCA COVID-19
Response Fund and our
Daily Bread grants, we
are providing critical
support to struggling yet
vital ministries across this
church. Through Lutheran
Disaster Response
International, we have
intensified our accompaniment
of global partners. We are
church together.
This is a trying time for
us all. At the same time, we
know that a disproportionate
burden of illness, death,
discrimination and harassment
falls on communities of color.
This pandemic has exacerbated
racism and racial inequities
deeply entrenched in society
and across the church. We see
this in the growing anti-Asian
racism and the disproportionate number of deaths in black,
American Indian and Latinx

communities. I have been
learning from the leaders of the
ELCA’s ethnic associations how
the data we see on the news are
experienced in
real life. I have
listened to
leaders of color
share the impact
of this pandemic
on their
communities —
on their lives
and on their
ministries.
These stories are
difficult but
important, so we are launching
a special series on
LivingLutheran.org to lift up
these voices for us all to hear.
We also seek to ensure
that our COVID-19 response
more effectively tends to the
realities of racism and racial
inequality. We are church
together.
Recently, in cities across
this country, we have seen
horrifying anti-Semitic and
white supremacist messages
displayed during public
protests against government
orders that are intended to
protect lives. No matter our
politics or opinions about our
elected leaders and their
policies, all of us must come

together on the basis of our
church’s commitments to
condemn racism against
indigenous people and people
of color, white supremacy,
sexism, and anti-Semitism
whenever they occur. Whether
our churches and communities
are racially diverse or
predominantly white, our work
for racial and economic justice
for all people is work for all of
us. We are church together.
Just as God has joined us
to the death and resurrection of
Jesus Christ in baptism, we are
joined to each other. Paul helps
us to understand this by
speaking of the one body of
Christ, with many members.
While this is always true,
perhaps we feel it more acutely
in this time of physical
distancing. In our longing to be
church together, let us be even
more intentional in sharing
with each other, easing each
other’s burdens, consoling each
other in our fear and grief,
condemning what is contrary
to the gospel and living out our
baptismal covenant “to strive
for justice and peace in all the
earth.”
In partnership,
The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton
Presiding Bishop, ELCA

Readings for Sixth Sunday of Easter
Hymns from ELW:
#389, Christ Is Alive!
#594, Dear Christians, One and
All, Rejoice
#631, Love Divine
Acts 17:22–31
Paul stood in front of the
Areopagus and said, “Athenians,
I see how extremely religious you
are in every way. For as I went
through the city and looked
carefully at the objects of your
worship, I found among them an
altar with the inscription, ‘To an
unknown god.’ What therefore
you worship as unknown, this I
proclaim to you.
“The God who made the
world and everything in it, he
who is Lord of heaven and earth,
does not live in shrines made by
human hands, nor is he served by
human hands, as though he
needed anything, since he
himself gives to all mortals life
and breath and all things.
“From one ancestor he
made all nations to inhabit the
whole earth, and he allotted the
times of their existence and the
boundaries of the places where
they would live, so that they
would search for God and
perhaps grope for him and find
him—though indeed he is not far
from each one of us. For ‘In him
we live and move and have our
being’; as even some of your own
poets have said,
‘For we too are his offspring.’
“Since we are God’s
offspring, we ought not to think
that the deity is like gold, or
silver, or stone, an image formed
by the art and imagination of
mortals. While God has
overlooked the times of human
ignorance, now he commands all
people everywhere to repent,
because he has fixed a day on
which he will have the world
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judged in righteousness by a man
whom he has appointed, and of
this he has given assurance to all
by raising him from the dead.”
Psalm 66:8–20
8Bless our God, you peoples;
let the sound of praise be
heard.
9Our God has kept us
among the living
and has not allowed
our feet to slip.
10For you, O God, have tested us;
you have tried us just as
silver is tried.
11You brought us into the
net;
you laid heavy
burdens upon our backs.
12You let people ride over our
heads; we went through fire
and water,
but you brought us out
into a place of refreshment.
13I will enter your house
with burnt offerings
and will pay you my
vows—
14those that I promised with my
lips
and spoke with my mouth

when I was in trouble.
15I will offer you burnt
offerings of fatlings with
the smoke of rams;
I will give you oxen
and goats.
16Come and listen, all you who
believe,
and I will tell you what
God has done for me.
17I called out to God with
my mouth,
and praised the Lord
with my tongue.
18If I had cherished evil in my
heart,
the Lord would not have
heard me;
19but in truth God has
heard me
and has attended to
the sound of my prayer.
20Blessed be God, who has not
rejected my prayer,
nor withheld unfailing
love from me.
1 Peter 3:13–22
Who will harm you if you are
eager to do what is good? But
even if you do suffer for doing
what is right, you are blessed.

Do not fear what they
fear, and do not be
intimidated, but in your
hearts sanctify Christ as
Lord. Always be ready to
make your defense to anyone
who demands from you an
accounting for the hope that
is in you; yet do it with
gentleness and reverence.
Keep your conscience clear,
so that, when you are
maligned, those who abuse
you for your good conduct in
Christ may be put to shame.
For it is better to suffer for
doing good, if suffering should be
God’s will, than to suffer for
doing evil.
For Christ also suffered for
sins once for all, the righteous for
the unrighteous, in order to bring
you to God. He was put to death
in the flesh, but made alive in the
spirit, in which also he went and
made a proclamation to the
spirits in prison, who in former
times did not obey, when God
waited patiently in the days of

angels, authorities, and powers
made subject to him.

Noah, during the building of the
ark, in which a few, that is, eight
persons, were saved through
water.
And baptism, which this
prefigured, now saves you—not
as a removal of dirt from the
body, but as an appeal to God for
a good conscience, through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ, who
has gone into heaven and is at
the right hand of God, with

Gospel: John 14:15–21
Jesus said to the disciples: “If
you love me, you will keep my
commandments. And I will ask
the Father, and he will give you
another Advocate, to be with you
forever. This is the Spirit of truth,
whom the world cannot receive,
because it neither sees him nor
knows him. You know him,
because he abides with you, and
he will be in you.
“I will not leave you orphaned;
I am coming to you. In a little
while the world will no longer see
me, but you will see me; because
I live, you also will live. On that
day you will know that I am in
my Father, and you in me, and I
in you. They who have my
commandments and keep them
are those who love me; and those
who love me will be loved by my
Father, and I will love them and
reveal myself to them.”

In Our Prayers
•
Mary Andrews (Welcome Center volunteer
from St. Anthony's)
*
Marlene Binninger
•
Jackie Brichacek (Nancy's sister-in-law)
•
Jean Boothe (Grace soup kitchen supervisor)
•
Hank Buehrens
•
Andrew Calvert
•
Pat Calvert
•
Barb Caputo
•
Holly Cummings
•
Eric Dangerfield (Carolyn Reynold's boyfriend)
•
Gregory Foster
•
Steve Gapko
•
Shirleen Gulick
•
Lorraine Hollingsworth
*
Dennis Houston (Dawn’s father-in-law)
•
David Kramer
•
David Kristopeit (Nancy's brother-in-law)
•
Dorothy Keuffer

*
Ruth O’Hanlon
*
Nancy Piehl (Andrew Calvert’s cousin)
•
Carolyn Reynold's children Eddie, Santino,
Lytosha
•
Cynthia Schwartz (Norma's daughter)
•
Marcia Swanson
•
Joyce Swift
•
Florence and Jacqueline Walker (Carolyn's
sisters)
•
Dottie Watts and Rollie Weiss
•
Kristi Weiss (Rollie's daughter)

Congratulations, Skylar!
Congratulations to Skylar Houston on being
awarded the Kenosha Jr. Women's Citizenship
Award! Skylar, you make our church proud!
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Pastor Barker’s Sermon on Acts 7:22–31
I grew up in a church that
had been renovated and added
on to many times. This
piecemeal construction meant
that there were seemingly
endless hallways, stairwells, and
doors that connected in all sorts
of interesting ways and some that
barely seemed to have any
purpose or direction at all.
Added to that, most of the doors
were locked.
This led myself and my
young friends to feel a lot of
mystery around the building
itself. Where did all these doors
go?
I remember one door in
particular. There was a hallway
behind the sanctuary that
seemingly led nowhere. And in
that hallway was a staircase that
led to a door that was always
locked. This door for us was
loaded with mystery. First, it
seemed like this door would open
into the front of the sanctuary
about half way up the wall—but
there was no door or stairs on the
other side. Second, nobody had a
key to this door.
We were convinced that
this door must lead to God.
There is a profound way
that places can feel so mysterious
and holy. Some of us are
especially feeling this I know in
this time of staying safe at home
and being away from our church.
In our reading today we
find Paul in a very interesting
location. He is hiding out in
Athens, having been chased away
from Thessolonica and Beroa,
and is waiting for his little band
of missionaries to rendezvous
with him.
Paul’s missionary work
cannot be stopped though so he
starts arguing with people in the
synagogues and marketplaces.
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It just so happens though,
that Athens is the academic
center of the ancient world and
before long Paul finds himself
arguing with Epicurean and Stoic
philosophers.
So, Paul gets taken to the
Areopagus, the main civic and
intellectual location in town to
defend what he is teaching. And,
Luke makes this interesting aside
that, “all the Athenians and
foreigners living there would
spend all their time in nothing
but telling or hearing something
new.”

We end up with this picture
that Paul has kind of stirred up
things a bit with his early debates
with the towns philosophers and
people are interested to hear
what he is about as kind of a
traveling religious teacher.
Paul gives a very interesting
speech here were he starts off by
buttering up the crowd, “I see
how extremely religious you are
in every way” and then finds a
way to bring in some local
culture into his speech, “as I went
through the city and looked
carefully at the objects of your
worship, I found among them an
alter with the inscription, ‘To an
unknown god’”

From here, Paul delivers his
message that God created the
world and everything in it, and
that God does not live in shrines
we build or in created objects
made of gold and silver but
rather is “not far from each of
us.”
Paul brings the point home
talking about the resurrection of
Jesus—which ends up bringing
both some conversions and also
some scoffers.
There’s a lot in this passage
I find encouraging this week.
First, I find it encouraging
that nothing can stop the mission
of God. Even though Paul has
been driven from two other cities
God keeps powerfully working
through him. This reminds me
that even in this time of
disruption God is powerfully
working and nothing will stop
God.
Second, I’m inspired by
Paul’s work as a missionary. His
work in Athens is no small feat.
Paul is prepared to go toe to toe
with the celebrity academics of
his day. As I was thinking about
this passage this week I imagined
Paul going onto a cable news
channel and debating the
celebrity experts they have on in
a panel conversation.
Third, Paul uses the culture
of Athens to make his point.
Similar to Jesus and the
prophets, Paul teaches using
accessible images and ideas.
Paul is willing to walk around
their marketplaces and their
temples and altars to learn about
their culture. He could have
stood up and told them all to be
Jewish Christians—but that’s not
what he does—he starts with
what is familiar to them. From
this example I am reminded that
faith comes to us through the
culture we understand and that

when we share faith we have to
use culturally contextual ideas.
Fourth, and where I most
want us to dwell this week, is
Paul makes three very bold
claims about God. First, our
God “made the world and
everything in it.” This includes
each one of us and includes the
fact that we have life in this
moment. This is all God’s
doing. Second, the creator
doesn’t “live” in the things the
creator made, or live in things
that God’s creatures built. “God
does not live in shrines made by
human hands” and “we ought
not to think that the deity is like
gold, or silver, or stone.” Third,
God “is not far from each one of
us.”
This is a powerful
reminder to me during this
time about God’s presence. God
is not limited to specific

buildings called churches—
certainly our churches are

by no means are they the only
place to meet God.
God created
everything, including
this very moment
where we are reading
this and breathing.
This means we can
meet God in the very
simple act of
breathing—in the
very act of existing we
are experiencing the
creative power of
God, who created us
and sustains us. It
also means we can
meet God in any
place—because that
place has been made
by God.
Amen.

important places to meet God—
but this passage reminds us that

Our Friends in Christ Keep Pantry Stocked
St. Mary's Lutheran Church and Great Lakes
Church delivered very generous donations of food
for the Welcome
Center food
pantry this
week. Thank
you so much!
This past
Tuesday, we
served 133
families. We
were able to do
this with the
help of
Outreach for
Hope providing
10 additional
boxes of food
for us this week
through the
Project
LunchBox
program. Thank
you, Outreach
for Hope, and
all the donors

that made that possible! Also, thank you to all our
volunteers who worked so hard—we were all spent
by the end of the day but well worth it to
serve our neighbors.
Grace Offerings and Income May 10, 2020
General offering .......................... $ 898.00
Benevolence .................................. $ 97.00
Infant Moses ministry ................... $ 50.00
Welcome Center, food pantry ..... $ 410.00
Bills ..............................................$150.00
Total ..........................................$ 1,605.00
Grace weekly budget: $ 2,943.20
Note: The amount Grace is asking from
Amistad Cristiana and Holy Assembly has
been reduced, since they, like Grace, are not
congregating in the building.
Please remember to mail in your
offering checks to Grace during this time.
You can also contribute electronically
through the “Donations” link at
GraceKenosha.com.
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Bishop Erickson: Safer at Worship
Dear Friends in Christ:
On April 23, I sent a letter
regarding the extension of the
Wisconsin Safer at Home
executive order, and the need for
us to make decisions guided by
our love of our neighbors.
This is a consistent ethical
standard throughout
scripture and the history of
our church. In the coming
days, we will likely hear the
ruling from the Wisconsin
Supreme Court regarding
the legality of this extension
and future guidance and
directives from the
governor’s office. It is also
likely that our exit from this
time of restrictions will not be a
straight line but will include
various adjustments as cases of
COVID-19 rise and fall.
In addition to the rulings
and directives from our elected
and appointed leaders, we in the
Church need to continue to be
guided by scripture, our
theology, and the best scientific
knowledge we can gather. I, like
many of you, have been reading
and listening and having
conversations about how to make
sense of all of the information
coming at us, and my hope in this
letter is to lift up some general
guidelines and considerations for
us as we move into the next
phases of this crisis.
With regard to scripture, in
addition to the texts that I cited
in my earlier letter, my thinking
is shaped by the Apostle Paul’s
words to the church in Corinth,
in which he is discussing whether
it is appropriate for Christians to
eat meat offered to idols. He
writes:
“All things are lawful,” but
not all things are beneficial. “All
things are lawful,” but not all
things build up. Do not seek your
6
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own advantage, but that of
others. (I Corinthians 10:23-24)
Our clarion call to love and
serve our neighbors remains the
same, and our challenge is to find
ways to be the church without
placing our
neighbors at
risk,
especially
those most
vulnerable.
With
regard to the
scientific and
public health
community,
we need to
recognize that
we are still learning a great deal
about this virus, how it spreads,
and how to manage the risks of
engaging in normal social
interactions. I will share several
brief sentences that summarize
much of what I have read and
heard in recent weeks, along with
the relevant links to the longer
articles and interviews from
which these statements come. I
encourage you to read these
documents, as they go into
greater detail than I am able to
do in this letter. These are the
“takeaways” that guide my
thinking and, I believe, should
guide our actions in the months
to come.
“We’re going to have to
learn how to live with this virus.”
Dr. Michael Ostherholm, an
infectious disease epidemiologist,
Regents professor, and director
of the Center for Infectious
Disease Research and Policy at
the University of Minnesota, is
also a member of an ELCA
congregation in Edina, MN. His
interview with Minneapolis Area
Synod Bishop Ann Svennungsen
is available here. He describes
how the language of “controlling”

or “defeating” this virus is
misleading, as the virus will
continue to impact our lives in
significant ways until
approximately 60-70% of the
population has been infected or a
vaccine is readily available. This
is likely 9-18 months from now.
“Any environment that is
enclosed, with poor air
circulation and high density of
people, spells trouble.” Dr. Erin
Bromage is a Comparative
Immunologist and Professor of
Biology (specializing in
Immunology) at the University of
Massachusetts Dartmouth. His
recent blog post (available here)
details how we are learning that
this novel Coronavirus is
primarily spread through
respiratory transmission. While
washing hands and wearing
masks and cleaning surfaces are
all important, breathing,
speaking, and singing add virus
particles to the air which take
hours to dissipate in closed
settings. He also describes how
there are varying levels of
exposure to the virus, not all of
which will lead to becoming ill.
“We’re not going back to
normal.” “Leading Beyond a
Blizzard” is an article published
by Praxis, “a creative engine for
redemptive entrepreneurship."
The article describes why
thinking of this crisis as a really
bad blizzard that we just need to
endure or even a long winter that
we know will someday end may
well be inadequate. We are in the
midst of a transition that has
much deeper and longer-lasting
implications. This is not to say
that we will never experience a
sense of normalcy, only that the
new normal will look different
from what we used to know.
Given these insights, I
Continued on next page ➠
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believe we need to formulate
plans that will allow us to operate
our faith communities in a safe
and responsible manner as we
move through the various phases
of recovery and into an uncertain
future. It is clear that we cannot
eliminate all risk of spreading the
virus, but I would also hope that
we find ways to reduce the risk as
much as possible. The ELCA is
also publishing a “Returning to
Public Worship” guide, available
by May 14 at https://www.elca
.org/publichealth. Additional
resources and links are posted on
the synod website at
www.milwaukeesynod.org/covid.
I also encourage congregations to
be in touch with their insurance
providers and local health
officials for additional guidance.
I am urging all
congregations and leaders in the
Greater Milwaukee Synod to
consider the following:
• Online worship is here to
stay. Given the fact that there
is no way to completely
eliminate the risk of
transmitting the virus while
gathering for worship, and
that the restrictions on
physical contact, singing,
Holy Communion, etc., will
still be significant, some
congregations will choose to
refrain from in person
worship until a vaccine is
available. When
congregations resume in
person worship, those people
in vulnerable populations
(those over 65 or with
underlying health conditions)
should avoid such gatherings
for a longer period of time.
Congregations should
continue offering ways for
people to worship and
connect through various

•

•

•

digital means of
communication.
Outdoor Worship is an
option. Much of what we are
learning is that the virus is
most frequently spread
through aerosol transmission
in enclosed spaces. Can we
find a way to worship
outdoors at a “drive-in”
service, with people
remaining in their cars and
the service being broadcast to
their radios? Please note that
the requirements for
broadcasting such services
over the radio are important
to consider (here is the link to
the FCC site that explains
what is legal and illegal). Or,
for those places where drivein services are not possible or
desired, is there an outdoor
space large enough for folks
to gather while maintaining
social/physical distancing?
Keeping the service to 30-35
minutes, not allowing folks
inside the building, and
making sure that people
remain in their vehicles and
physically distant from others
are all important ways to
reduce the potential for
transmission.
Indoor worship will look
quite different. When we are
allowed to return to our
church buildings for worship
and other gatherings, the
experience will likely be very
different from what we are
used to. It would be wise to
begin with small, simple
gatherings until people
become accustomed to the
various restrictions and
requirements. Congregations
will need to consider the
following:
Gathering size. The
Governor’s “Badger Bounce
Grace Notes

•

•

•

Back” plan limits gatherings
to less than 10 individuals
until Phase Two, which
allows for gatherings of up to
50 people, and this is likely
several months from now.
Congregations may need to
consider offering multiple
options for smaller groups to
gather. It will also be
important to keep track of
who is present for each
gathering in the event that
someone is diagnosed with
COVID-19 and contact
tracing is needed.
Social/physical distancing.
Maintaining at least a six-foot
distance between individuals
and family groups is
essential, as well as finding
new ways to greet one
another and share the peace
without making physical
contact or coming close to
others. People should also be
encouraged to enter and exit
the worship space in family
groups and not linger in the
narthex. Coffee hours and
communal meals should not
occur in this time. Cloth
masks should also be
required, and congregations
should have extra masks
available for those who do
not bring them to worship.
Attention should be given to
how to respond to individuals
who do not wear masks in
worship.
Cleaning. The spaces used
should be cleaned and
disinfected after each use,
and the use of hymnals or
other objects that would be
shared should be discouraged
or discontinued.
Air flow. Since the respiratory
particles that transmit the
virus can remain in the air for
• Continued on back page➠
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hours, attention needs to be
given to the time and circulation
required to allow for the air to be
clean, as well.
! Singing. Many choral
groups are recommending that
group singing not occur until a
vaccine is readily available. Even
using masks only partially
reduces the risk.
•
Holy Communion. It is
difficult to imagine a way to
distribute Holy Communion that
completely eliminates the risk of
transmitting the virus. One
option may be to commune
people in family groups or as
individuals with wafers and prefilled glasses, with the presider or
communion assistant wearing a
mask and maintaining strict
hygiene measures (handwashing, gloves, etc.). Another
option may be to invite people to
bring their own elements from
home or having them made
available in the pews so that
people do not need to walk to the
front to receive.
8

Grace Notes

May 17, 2020

•
Vulnerable populations.
Many of our congregations have
significant percentages of their
worshiping population who,
because of their age or medical
history would be considered
vulnerable, and many pastors
who are actively serving in
congregations are also in this
category. What may be
acceptable levels of risk for some
may not be acceptable for all. I
strongly encourage pastors,
councils, and leaders to be
thoughtful, compassionate, and
respectful as they engage in what
may be difficult conversations
about how to move forward. The
synod staff is available to assist
in these conversations as
necessary.
•
Newcomers. This may be a
time when people who have not
been a part of your congregation
have discovered your community
online or are searching for a
community of faith as they seek
meaning and belonging. How will
you be able to welcome

newcomers and help them
engage?
•
We need to take our time.
Even if we are soon permitted to
return to indoor worship and
other gatherings, and even if
many people in our communities
are longing for a return, I am
hoping that our congregations,
pastors, and leaders can be
thoughtful and deliberate as you
consider your options and make
the decisions that are right for
your communities and the people
you are called to serve.
These are challenging and
uncertain times, and the
decisions we make today may
need to evolve as we learn more
about this virus and our
communities. I pray that,
through it all, we can continue to
be grounded in our respect for
our leaders, our concern for the
most vulnerable members of our
society, and our love for one
another.
In Christ,
Bishop Paul D. Erickson

