May 10, 2020
Lauds, Thanks and Appreciation
Laud to Dean and Patsy
for changing the paraments for
our online service. Thank you
so much for helping make
things feel as normal as
possible in this moment. We
all really appreciate it!
St. Mary's Lutheran
Church made 146 beautiful
masks for our guests who use
our food pantry and breakfast
program. WWJD during a
pandemic? Start making masks
for those who were most
vulnerable.
John and Ulah started
new jobs on Monday and one
of the requirements for
employment is having a mask.

Thanks to St. Mary's Lutheran,
we were able to provide them
masks they love so they can
start their new jobs.
Upon seeing her friends
get masks to stay safe Carla

wanted one as well so she
would be protected.
We can’t forget our
furry friends, either. Blue
Bear Bakery's Joe and
Tessa recently donated a
pallet of high quality dog
food for families that
come to our pantry that
have a dog.
This week, Kindred
Kitties brought us about
100 pounds of cat food
for any of our pantry families
that need help feeding their
cats. Thank you so much
Kindred Kitties!
What a generous and
helpful gifts!

In Our Prayers
•
Mary Andrews (Welcome Center volunteer
from St. Anthony's)
*
Marlene Binninger
•
Jackie Brichacek (Nancy's sister-in-law)
•
Jean Boothe (Grace soup kitchen supervisor)
•
Hank Buehrens
•
Andrew Calvert
•
Pat Calvert
•
Barb Caputo
•
Holly Cummings
•
Eric Dangerfield (Carolyn Reynold's boyfriend)
•
Gregory Foster
•
Steve Gapko
•
Shirleen Gulick
•
Lorraine Hollingsworth

*
Dennis Houston (Dawn’s father-in-law)
•
David Kramer
•
David Kristopeit (Nancy's brother-in-law)
•
Dorothy Keuffer
*
Ruth O’Hanlon
*
Nancy Piehl (Andrew Calvert’s cousin)
•
Carolyn Reynold's children Eddie, Santino,
Lytosha
•
Cynthia Schwartz (Norma's daughter)
•
Marcia Swanson
•
Joyce Swift
•
Florence and Jacqueline Walker (Carolyn's
sisters)
•
Dottie Watts and Rollie Weiss
•
Kristi Weiss (Rollie's daughter)

Readings for Fifth Sunday of Easter
Hymns from ELW:
#619, I Know That My Redeemer
Lives
#380, Hallelujah! Jesus Lives
#558, Lord God, We Praise You
Acts 7:55–60
Filled with the Holy Spirit,
Stephen gazed into heaven and
saw the glory of God and Jesus
standing at the right hand of
God. “Look,” he said, “I see the
heavens opened and the Son of
Man standing at the right hand of
God!”
But they covered their ears,
and with a loud shout all rushed
together against him. Then they
dragged him out of the city and
began to stone him; and the
witnesses laid their coats at the
feet of a young man named Saul.
While they were stoning
Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus,
receive my spirit.” Then he knelt
down and cried out in a loud
voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin
against them.” When he had said
this, he died.
Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16
1In you, O LORD, have I taken
refuge; let me never be put to
shame;
deliver me in your
righteousness.
2Incline your ear to me;
make haste to deliver
me.
3Be my strong rock, a castle to
keep me safe, for you are my
crag and my stronghold;
for the sake of your name,
lead me and guide me.
4Take me out of the net that
they have secretly set for
me,
for you are my tower
of strength.
5Into your hands I commend my
spirit,
for you have redeemed
me, O LORD, God of truth. …

15My

times are in your hand;
rescue me from the
hand of my enemies, and
from those who persecute
me.
16Let your face shine upon your
servant;
save me in your steadfast
love.”

1 Peter 2:2–10
Like newborn infants, long for
the pure, spiritual milk, so that
by it you may grow into
salvation—if indeed you have
tasted that the Lord is good.
Come to him, a living stone,
though rejected by mortals yet
chosen and precious in God’s
sight, and like living stones, let
yourselves be built into a
spiritual house, to be a holy
priesthood, to offer spiritual
sacrifices acceptable to God
through Jesus Christ. For it
stands in scripture:
“See, I am laying in Zion a stone,
a cornerstone chosen and
precious;
and whoever believes in him
will not be put to shame.”
To you then who believe, he
is precious; but for those who do
not believe,

“The stone that the builders
rejected
has become the very head of
the corner,”
and
“A stone that makes them
stumble,
and a rock that makes them
fall.”
They stumble because they
disobey the word, as they were
destined to do.
But you are a chosen race,
a royal priesthood, a holy nation,
God’s own people, in order that
you may proclaim the mighty
acts of him who called you out of
darkness into his marvelous
light.
Once you were not a people,
but now you are God’s
people;
once you had not received
mercy,
but now you have received
mercy.
Gospel: John 14:1–14
Jesus said to the disciples: “Do
not let your hearts be troubled.
Believe in God, believe also in
me. In my Father’s house there
are many dwelling places. If it
were not so, would I have told
you that I go to prepare a place
for you? And if I go and prepare a
place for you, I will come again
and will take you to myself, so
that where I am, there you may
be also. And you know the way to
the place where I am going.”
Thomas said to him, “Lord,
we do not know where you are
going. How can we know the
way?”
Jesus said to him, “I am
the way, and the truth, and the
life. No one comes to the Father
except through me. If you know
me, you will know my Father
also. From now on you do know
him and have seen him.”

Philip said to him, “Lord,
show us the Father, and we will
be satisfied.”
Jesus said to him, “Have I
been with you all this time,
Philip, and you still do not know
me? Whoever has seen me has
seen the Father. How can you
say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do you
not believe that I am in the
Father and the Father is in me?
The words that I say to you I do
not speak on my own; but the
Father who dwells in me does his
works.

“Believe me that I am in the
Father and the Father is in me;
but if you do not, then believe me
because of the works themselves.
Very truly, I tell you, the one who
believes in me will also do the
works that I do and, in fact, will
do greater works than these,
because I am going to the Father.
“I will do whatever you ask
in my name, so that the Father
may be glorified in the Son. If in
my name you ask me for
anything, I will do it.”

Birthdays & Anniversaries in May
May 2
May 2
May 4
May 8
May 11
May 11

Mya Childs
Tricia & Rob Childs (2)
Dawn Houston
Debra Cain
Mary Sturino
John & Adrienne Hix (52)

May 12
May 17
May 21
May 22
May 23
May 28

100 pounds of cat food were donated to the food pantry by Kindred Kitties.
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Betty Felland
Shanaya Hamilton
Michael & Joyce Swift (37)
Zachery Caputo
Marlene Binninger
Evelyn Lawell

Pastor Barker’s Sermon on Acts 7
Maybe you’ve seen a child
say, “My feet hurt” and a parent
offers to carry them on their
shoulders. But the child says
“no” and the parent responds,
“Don’t be a martyr.”
Or, maybe you saw a
teenager be real pouty as they go
about their chores. And a parent
says, “Don’t be a martyr.”
Or maybe your spouse
comes in from doing yard work
with a significant open wound.
They make sure to let you know
they got hurt outside and you
suggest, “You probably should
come in and rest for a while” and
they respond “No, there’s a lot
more that needs to get done.”
And then you respond, “Don’t be
a martyr.”
I’ve heard this phrase in
churches often—which is
interesting to think about—are
we really hoping nobody will ever
be a martyr?
Or how about another
popular culture example of how
we think about martyrs. When I
was doing some Google research
on “martyr” all of a sudden it
pulled up a lot of articles like,
“are you a relationship martyr?”
or an article by Oprah, “How to
stop being a martyr.”
Underneath these article
titles is the idea that some people
make too many sacrifices in
relationships or have a
pathological connection with
being a victim.
It strikes me as very sad
how our use of the word martyr
has shifted so much since I was a
child. I remember growing up at
church hearing all sorts of stories
about martyrs. I was often told
the story of William Tyndale
being burned at the stake
because he translated the Bible
into English, or the stories of
early Christians being fed to lions
or burned as human torches by
the Romans because they would

not worship the Emperor. Or the
German Pastor Dietrich
Bonhoeffer being martyred for
resisting Hitler, or Rev. Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. being
martyred for leading the push for
civil rights.
And sometimes the stories
were about almost-martyrs. I
loved the one about Martin
Luther standing at the Diet of
Worms saying, “Here I stand, I
can do no other,” assuming for
sure this would lead to his
martyrdom.

A comparison between how
I see the word used now so often
and how it was used when I was
growing up shows a stark
contrast. As a child, I heard the
word martyr in the context of
people bravely and boldly
standing up for what they
believed in. In the examples
from being an adult the word has
now changed to mean something
more like being whiney or weak
or a victim.
In our reading from Acts 7
today we see the first martyr
after Jesus was crucified. Acts
chapter 6-7 tells the amazing
story of Stephen and the other
first deacons.
You might remember from
last week that the Jerusalem
church was sharing all things in
common and there wasn’t a

needy person amongst them. We
learn in Acts 6 that part of how
this worked is there were meals
provided for the widows in their
midst each day.
But, there’s a problem—the
Greek widows are getting less
than the Hebrew widows. It’s a
little bit chaotic--so the disciples
appoint seven deacons to oversee
this food distribution. The
deacons are basically food pantry
operators.
Maybe not surprisingly, one
of these deacons named Stephen,
did great wonders and signs
in this role of deacon. This
draws some attention and
before long Stephen is being
debated publicly—but he
wins those debates. Well,
this leads to false accusations
being leveled at Stephen and
he finds himself before the
council.
Stephen gives a rather
long speech calling out their
wickedness and
hardheartedness.
This speech ends where
we picked up reading today.
Stephen looks up and sees Jesus
standing at the right hand of
God—we don’t really know where
Jesus went until this moment—in
Acts 1 Jesus ascends out of their
site.
Stephen has this profound
experience of the resurrectedascended Jesus and as he
proclaims this truth he is rushed
by everyone and dragged out of
the city to be stoned.
Stephen’s last words are to
ask for forgiveness for the men
stoning him and he then dies.
There is a lot in this
passage. What I hope we will be
revitalized by though today is the
importance of speaking the truth
we know boldly.
It feels more and more like
our society is full of lies and
untruth to me. Everything can

be spun. Everything is
messaged. Even respectable
news outlets often times waffle
back and forth in how they use
words. It feels like everything is
always up in the air and nobody
really believes or cares about
anything.
Stephen is the opposite of
this. Stephen knows what is true
and says it—it’s from God. He
has an experience of the

resurrected-ascended Jesus and
he isn’t going to let anyone talk
him out of it.
Stephen is facing the
council and he knows the truth
he is called to share will not be
popular—but he does it anyways.
He knows the truth he is
being called to share will be
costly—it will literally cost him
his life to speak the truth.

And, we know that for
Stephen, speaking the truth takes
great courage.
So, today may we be
strengthened in the way of
Stephen to have confidence in
what we know from God, boldly
speak truth even when it is
costly, and have the courage
needed to make this happen.
Amen.

Offerings and Income May 5, 2020
General offering ................................ $ 2,824.00
Benevolence ..........................................$ 160.00
Infant Moses ministry ............................ $ 60.00
Welcome Center, food pantry .............. $ 705.00
Initial offering .......................................... $ 6.00
Maundy Thursday, Good Friday ............ $ 20.00
Easter ........................................................$10.00
Amistad Cristiana building usage ......... $650.00
Total .................................................. $ 4,435.00
Budget for one week: $ 2,943.20

Grace Notes

Note: The amount Grace is
asking from Amistad Cristiana and
Holy Assembly has been reduced,
since they, like Grace, are not
congregating in the building.
Please remember to mail in
your offering checks to Grace during
this time. You can also contribute
electronically through the
“Donations” link at GraceKenosha.com.
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