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Earth Day Message from Bishop Eaton
Sin and captivity, manifest in
threats to the environment, are
not the last word. God addresses
our predicament with gifts of
'forgiveness of sins, life, and
salvation' (Luther, Small
Catechism). By the cross and
resurrection of Jesus Christ, God
frees us from our sin and
captivity, and empowers us to be
loving servants to creation.
—ELCA social statement Caring
for Creation: Vision, Hope, and
Justice, p. 5
As I work from home at our
dining room table, I look out the
front window and see the wildlife
at my husband's feeders. God
created such beautiful creatures.
As Christians we are guided by
the promise expressed in our
social statement that we are
empowered "to be loving
servants to creation." It is our
duty to care for God's earth.
Established in 1970, Earth
Day launched the modern
environmental movement,
spurring development of
landmark policies for a creation
in crisis and defining a path
toward a more sustainable
planet. In this 50th anniversary
year, under the theme "Climate
Action," the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America is
joining the Earth Day Network as
a featured faith partner. This

partnership expresses our deep
love for God's creation and a
Lutheran understanding of our
profound responsibility for it.
The social statement describes
our commitment this way:

Humans, in service to God,
have special roles on behalf of the
whole of creation. Made in the
image of God, we are called to
care for the earth as God cares
for the earth. God's command
to have dominion and subdue the
earth is not a license to dominate
and exploit. … [It] should reflect
God's way of ruling as a shepherd
king who takes the form of a
servant (Philippians 2:7),
wearing a crown of thorns
(Caring for Creation, pp. 2-3).
We accept that caring for
and protecting creation is central
to our holy calling, yet we
acknowledge our shortcomings in
this regard. Our action and

inaction are exposed by the
despoiling and degrading of the
environment. Affected by human
activity, our changing climate has
brought more severe weather
patterns and ensuing
destruction. Our waters, land and
air are being polluted, and we are
alarmed by the devastation.
Ecological systems are strained
to the point where some species
cannot adapt, and face
extinction.
Globally, we are dealing
with two interconnected crises,
the COVID-19 pandemic and
ongoing climate change. Both
demonstrate the profound
consequences of our disrupted,
broken relationship with the
natural world. According to
scientists, species disruption
caused by global warming has
combined with human
encroachment on the natural
world to drive wildlife into
greater and deadlier contact with
people. The COVID-19 outbreak
is an urgent warning that our
behavior opens the door to
transmission of new diseases,
with devastating consequences.
Our distorted relationship
with the earth is borne most
heavily by the most vulnerable
and marginalized among us, who
are ill-equipped to withstand the
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impact of climate change or
implement remedies. COVID-19
and the climate crisis heighten
existing racial inequity, economic
disparity and
social injustices.
Our call to
care for creation is
also a call to right
these wrongs.As
Earth Day
partners and
stewards of
creation, we have
many ways to
lovingly serve the earth:
Explore and use ELCA Care
for Creation resources, including
video, study and action guides
with information about the
Creation Care Ambassadors
initiative.
Read the Lutherans
Restoring Creation story "5 Ways
to Celebrate Earth Day as Church
Together but Apart."

Learn about the Creation
Care Ambassadors program that
equips Lutherans to be leaders in
settings across the church and in
our communities.
Accept the
ELCA Young Adults
No Plastics for Lent
challenge this Easter
season.
Participate in a
local clean-up (with
appropriate
distancing) if
permitted by local
authorities, or
participate in the Earth
Challenge 2020 citizen scientist
initiative, focused on plastic
pollution and clean air.
Join with the ELCA's
ecumenical partner Creation
Justice Ministries in advocacy,
education and prayer.
Looking past this
anniversary, we gladly accept the
monumental assignment of
refocusing, renewing and raising

our efforts as we embrace our
role as stewards of creation and
look with hope and promise
toward years to come.
A Prayer From Lutheran
Disaster Response:
Prepare us, Lord, for what
lies ahead. Give us the strength
and dedication that we will need
in order to serve others
unselfishly. Give us the energy
we will need to follow through
with the task. Give us strength to
face our assignment, and put
before us people who will
support us. Open our ears and
eyes and heart, so that we can
sustain others and [help creation
to recover from this crisis]. Bless
those who are suffering and give
them hope, in Jesus' name.
Amen.
—The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton
Presiding Bishop
Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America

In Our Prayers
•
Mary Andrews (Welcome Center volunteer
from St. Anthony's)
•
Lila Berge (Paul’s mother)
•
Jackie Brichacek (Nancy's sister-in-law)
•
Jean Boothe (Grace soup kitchen supervisor)
•
Hank Buehrens
•
Andrew Calvert
•
Pat Calvert
•
Barb Caputo
•
Holly Cummings
•
Eric Dangerfield (Carolyn Reynold's boyfriend)
•
Gregory Foster
•
Steve Gapko
•
Shirleen Gulick
•
Lorraine Hollingsworth

•
David Kramer
•
David Kristopeit (Nancy's brother-in-law)
•
Dorothy Keuffer
•
Ruth O’Hanlon
•
Nancy Piehl (Andrew Calvert’s cousin(
•
Carolyn Reynold's children Eddie, Santino,
Lytosha
•
Cynthia Schwartz (Norma's daughter)
•
Marcia Swanson
•
Joyce Swift
•
Florence and Jacqueline Walker (Carolyn's
sisters)
•
Dottie Watts and Rollie Weiss
•
Kristi Weiss (Rollie's daughter)

Order Mt. Meru Coffee Online
If social distancing is
keeping you from purchasing
your Mt Meru Premium Coffee
from the narthex display at your
congregation, please remember

that coffee can be ordered online. Free shipping on
orders over $15 has been extended through May 31!
Like “Mt. Meru Coffee Project” on Facebook
to learn more.
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Readings for Third Sunday of Easter
Hymns from ELW:
#384, That Easter Day with Joy
#389, Christ Is Alive! Let
Christians Sing
#452, Awake, O Sleeper
Acts 2:14a, 22–32
Peter, standing with the eleven,
raised his voice and addressed
the crowd, “…Therefore let the
entire house of Israel know with
certainty that God has made him
both Lord and Messiah, this
Jesus whom you crucified.”
Now when they heard this,
they were cut to the heart and
said to Peter and to the other
apostles, “Brothers, what should
we do?”
Peter said to them,
“Repent, and be baptized every
one of you in the name of Jesus
Christ so that your sins may be
forgiven; and you will receive the
gift of the Holy Spirit. For the
promise is for you, for your
children, and for all who are far
away, everyone whom the Lord
our God calls to him.”
And he testified with many
other arguments and exhorted
them, saying, “Save yourselves
from this corrupt generation.”
So those who welcomed his
message were baptized, and that

day about three thousand
persons were added.
Psalm 116: 1–4, 12–19
1I love the LORD, who has heard
my voice,
and listened to my
supplication,
2for the LORD has given ear
to me
whenever I called.
3The cords of death entangled
me; the anguish of the grave
came upon me;
I came to grief and sorrow.
4Then I called upon the
name of the LORD:
“O LORD, I pray you,
save my life.” …
12How shall I repay the LORD
for all the good things God
has done for me?
13I will lift the cup of
salvation
and call on the name of
the LORD.
14I will fulfill my vows to the
LORD
in the presence of all God’s
people.
15Precious in your sight, O
LORD,
is the death of your
servants.
16O LORD, truly I am your
servant;

I am your servant, the child
of your handmaid; you have
freed me from my bonds.
17I will offer you the sacrifice
of thanksgiving
and call upon the name
of the LORD.
18I will fulfill my vows to the
LORD
in the presence of all God’s
people,
19in the courts of the LORD‘s
house,
in the midst of you, O
Jerusalem. Hallelujah!
1 Peter 1:17–23
If you invoke as Father the one
who judges all people impartially
according to their deeds, live in
reverent fear during the time of
your exile. You know that you
were ransomed from the futile
ways inherited from your
ancestors, not with perishable
things like silver or gold, but with
the precious blood of Christ, like
that of a lamb without defect or
blemish. He was destined before
the foundation of the world, but
was revealed at the end of the
ages for your sake. Through him
you have come to trust in God,
who raised him from the dead
and gave him glory, so that your
faith and hope are set on God.

Now that you have
purified your souls by your
obedience to the truth so that you
have genuine mutual love, love
one another deeply from the
heart. You have been born anew,
not of perishable but of
imperishable seed, through the
living and enduring word of God.
Gospel: Luke 24:13–35
Now on that same day when
Jesus had appeared to Mary
Magdalene, two disciples were
going to a village called Emmaus,
about seven miles from
Jerusalem, and talking with each
other about all these things
that had happened.
While they were talking
and discussing, Jesus himself
came near and went with
them, but their eyes were kept
from recognizing him. And he
said to them, “What are you
discussing with each other
while you walk along?”
They stood still, looking
sad. Then one of them, whose
name was Cleopas, answered
him, “Are you the only stranger
in Jerusalem who does not
know the things that have
taken place there in these
days?”
He asked them, “What
things?”
They replied, “The things
about Jesus of Nazareth, who
was a prophet mighty in deed
and word before God and all the
people, and how our chief priests
and leaders handed him over to

be condemned to death and
crucified him. But we had hoped
that he was the one to redeem
Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it
is now the third day since these
things took place.
“Moreover, some women of
our group astounded us. They
were at the tomb early this
morning, and when they did not
find his body there, they came
back and told us that they had
indeed seen a vision of angels
who said that he was alive. Some
of those who were with us went
to the tomb and found it just as
the women had said; but they did

not see him.”
Then he said to them, “Oh,
how foolish you are, and how

slow of heart to believe all that
the prophets have declared! Was
it not necessary that the Messiah
should suffer these things and
then enter into his glory?” Then
beginning with Moses and all the
prophets, he interpreted to them
the things about himself in all the
scriptures.
As they came near the
village to which they were going,
he walked ahead as if he were
going on. But they urged him
strongly, saying, “Stay with us,
because it is almost evening and
the day is now nearly over.” So he
went in to stay with them.
When he was at the table
with them, he took bread,
blessed and broke it, and gave
it to them. Then their eyes
were opened, and they
recognized him; and he
vanished from their sight.
They said to each other,
“Were not our hearts burning
within us while he was talking
to us on the road, while he was
opening the scriptures to us?”
That same hour they got
up and returned to Jerusalem;
and they found the eleven and
their companions gathered
together. They were saying,
“The Lord has risen indeed,
and he has appeared to
Simon!” Then they told what
had happened on the road, and
how he had been made known
to them in the breaking of the
bread.

Offerings and Income April 19, 2020
General offering
$ 1,371.00
Benevolence
$ 0.00
Maundy Thursday, Good Friday
$ 20.00
Easter
$100.00
Holy Assembly building usage
$500.00
Total
$ 1,991.00
Budget for one week: $ 2,943.20

Note: The amount Grace is asking from
Amistad Cristiana and Holy Assembly has been
reduced, since they, like Grace, are not congregating
in the space.
Please remember to mail in your offering
checks to Grace during this time. You can also
contribute electronically through the “Donations”
link at GraceKenosha.com.
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Pastor Barker’s Sermon on Luke 24
There is something very
romantic about being on the
road. Whether we are on the
road in a car or walking. Being
on the road is such a great image
of adventure, friendship,
transition, and personal growth.
I will always remember my
trip from Los Angeles to
southeast Wisconsin. When
North Cape called me to be their
youth and family director they
asked me if I could start in 10
days. I flew home to Los
Angeles, told everyone I was
going to be moving away in a
week, got my affairs in order, had
a going away party, and I was on
the road.
I can see so much from that
trip like it was yesterday. As I
pulled out of my parents
driveway, my mom walked up the
driveway following me waving
and crying--truth be told I was
working hard to keep in my own
tears. I remember getting to the
Los Angeles County line. I
remember driving through Vegas
in the evening when the whole
city was lit up with fluorescent
lights. I remember seeing Utah
in the morning and being amazed
by how big and blue the sky was.
I remember the railroad tracks,
valleys, streams and creeks in
Colorado and then seeing snow
for the first time. I remember
descending into endless corn
fields as I entered Kansas, then
Nebraska, and Iowa. I remember
the charming brick homes in Des
Moines.
I remember getting lost in
Iowa—in 2012 I didn’t yet have
GPS. I called my Dad and we
figured out where I had gone
wrong. I remember finally
getting to Illinois, arriving a few
miles from here at the state line
in Wisconsin. I remember
arriving in Milwaukee and

Rachel coming out to greet me.
I imagine each of us has
memories from roads. Maybe it
was a road we walked on or hiked
on. Maybe it was a road where
we had the best conversations.
Maybe it was cruising downtown
when we were teenagers or a
road trip or camping trip.
Roads and trips play a huge
part in Scripture. We see this as
soon as God speaks to Abraham.
“I’m going to take you to the
Promised Land—now get on the

Luke’s gospel. Jesus is just on
the road teaching and healing as
he heads to Jerusalem. We meet
the disciples on the road today
and in the book of Acts we see
Phillip convert the Ethiopian
Eunuch on the road. We see Paul
converted on the road to
Damascus. We see Jesus’s
followers take the message of
God to the whole world on roads.
Jesus meeting disciples on
the road to Emmaus is a beloved
Gospel story for me and for

road and start your trip” my
paraphrase of God speaking to
Abraham.
Not too long after that we
meet Moses. Moses, like
Abraham didn’t have nicely
marked roads, but the people are
to take a journey to the promised
land.
And I think of Amos
walking up to Israel to prophesy.
I think of God’s people hoping to
come home on a straight road
from Babylon. I think of Jesus’s
parents on the road to Bethlehem
to be counted and to give birth to
Jesus. I think of Jesus on the
road to Jerusalem for much of
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many, and I think why it
connects so much is how
relatable being on the road is.
Cleopas and this unnamed
disciple, which is perfect because
we can put ourselves right in this
story, are on a seven-mile road
from Jerusalem to Emmaus. We
find them doing what happens on
every road trip or long hike, they
are shooting the breeze with one
another. Doesn’t this feel so true
to life--they’re talking about
political news. Has anyone had a
conversation about coronavirus
in the last week with a loved one?
And then they meet a
Please turn to back page
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Pastor Barker’s Sermon, Continued
Continued from page 5
stranger on the road. I’ve never
had a trip like this where all of a
sudden a stranger becomes part
of my traveling
team. But I’ve
heard many stories
like this. My Dad
has shared stories
of meeting people
in Europe
backpacking in the
early 70’s and
starting to travel
together.
Then this
stranger jumps
right into the
conversation with
them. Before long
they have arrived at
Emmaus and now
it is time for a meal. Again, after
a day of walking this feels so
human doesn’t it? I wonder how
many steps their fit bits would
have had on this journey. At the

end of this day of traveling they
eat together—and this is part of
every great travel story.
And as they eat they realize
in the
breaking of
the bread they
are with
Jesus.
This is
such an
encouraging
faith story. It
says so much
about both us
and Jesus.
I love
that Jesus
meets them
on the road.
They are on a
journey. They
are not really sure what is going
on. Is Jesus raised? Was his
body stolen? So many things
have happened in a one week
span!

Jesus meets them in their
questions and on this path.
Doesn’t this feel like our own
lives? We are trying to figure life
and faith out. We are on this
journey called life. We get to talk
with our Christian brothers and
sisters and we’re trying to put it
together.
This Emmaus moment
reminds us that Jesus meets us
while we are still not there yet.
We are all having a roadlike experience right now. We
don’t totally know where we are
headed. We don’t totally get how
everything is going to be
resolved. We are also being
transformed whether we are
aware of it or not.
This walk to Emmaus
reminds us that in these roadlike moments Jesus walks with
us, in what sometimes is a
mysterious way, and that we will
be transformed by this
encounter.

