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Outreach for Hope Announces Stimulus Check Appeal
Friends in Christ:
Over the past several
weeks, our lives have changed in
significant ways. Daily routines
have changed, new challenges
have arisen, and our
neighborhoods already
combatting poverty are now
facing additional challenges.
Outreach for Hopesupported ministries across our
synod in southeast Wisconsin are
working tirelessly to offer vital
assistance to those in need.
All Peoples is working to
provide weekly pantry
bags, fresh fruit, and
veggie bags to families—
including those with
children no longer
receiving school lunches.
Grace Welcome Center’s
pantry now serves 90-100
families every week,
which is more than
double the amount served
weekly in February.
The Sandwich Brigade at
Redeemer Lutheran
(Milwaukee) provides
food to their neighbors.
Village Church has
expanded food pantry
operations from 3 to 4
days per week.
The past month has been
difficult for our ministries and
those who rely on them. Some

programs supported by
volunteers have had to close their
doors. Congregations have had
members diagnosed with
COVID-19— and sadly, Hephatha
has already lost one of their
members to the virus. God is
active through our ministries,
addressing the many needs and
challenges. We are Church
together, and we are inviting you
to consider one way of helping
keep these ministries strong.
Outreach for Hope is in the
process of rolling out a stimulus
check appeal supporting GMS
congregations and two special
funds administered by OFH. We
ask that you help spread the
word by sharing the following
message with your congregation:
Many taxpayers have begun
to receive Economic Impact
Payments from the IRS. If you
are in a position to do so, we
encourage you to consider
making a gift when your funds
from the IRS arrive, and to invite
others in your congregations to
do likewise:
SUPPORT YOUR HOME
CONGREGATION. One of our
pastors compared their current
economic situation to the
“summer slump” in offerings.
PROJECT LUNCHBOX.
Outreach for Hope will fund
lunches for families at five

partner ministries located in food
deserts. For $39, you can provide
lunch to a family of 4 for an
entire week!
OFH COVID-19 RELIEF
FUND. Donations received
before June 1st will be
distributed as stimulus checks to
ministries serving low-income
communities in southeast
Wisconsin—so that they can
continue to provide life-giving
services during and after the
pandemic.
Give now to PROJECT
LUNCHBOX and the OFH
COVID-19 Relief Fund. If you
prefer to write a check, please
make your check payable to
“Outreach for Hope,” indicate
which program you are
supporting, and mail it to the
Greater Milwaukee Synod office
at 1212 S. Layton Blvd.,
Milwaukee WI 53215. If you have
any questions or would like more
detail, please contact Michael
Groh, Interim Executive Director
of Outreach for Hope, at 414807-0750 or
mike@outreachforhope.org.”
Thank you for being leaders
in the spirit of cheerful giving!
In Christ,
Michael Groh, OFH Interim
Executive Director
Bishop Paul Erickson, Greater
Milwaukee Synod

Thanks, Lauds and Kudos
Lauds to Linda
Wadham and Bert
Felland for getting
Grace enrolled in the
federal Paycheck
Protection Program.
Lauds to
Oliver's Bakery every

breakfast on
Maundy Thursday
had a bakery item;
and thanks to Blue
Bear everyone
received a loaf of
bread. Our local
business

community has been doing so
much to support us in this time.
Please also show your support to
them.
Lauds also to David
Underwood for organizing a food
drive for the pantry.

CDC Now Recommends Wearing Face Masks
The Center for Disease Control (CDC)
continues to study the spread and effects of
the coronavirus across the United States. In
recent studies that looked at those people
who tested positive for coronavirus virus, a
large portion of people did not have any
symptoms ("asymptomatic") of being sick
and even those who eventually developed
symptoms ("pre-symptomatic") were
infectious before showing symptoms and
spread the virus to other people. This
means that the virus can spread between
people interacting in close proximity for
example, speaking, coughing, or sneezing
even if those people are not showing
symptoms they are sick.
With this new information, the CDC
recommends wearing cloth face coverings
in public settings where other social
distancing measures are difficult to
maintain (e.g., grocery stores and
pharmacies) especially in areas that are
having major virus outbreaks. Since many
interactions may be unexpected, always
have your mask with you when you are
outside your home.
Surgical masks and N95 respirators are in
short supply and should be reserved for healthcare
workers or other medical first responders, as
recommended by CDC guidance.
Face masks do not replace safer-at-home or
social distancing.
One of the most important ways to slow the
spread of the virus remains in maintaining a 6-foot
distance between others. CDC is advising the use of
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simple cloth face coverings (face masks) as an
additional step to help slow the spread of the virus.
Cloth face coverings should
* fit snugly but comfortably against the side of the
face
* be secured with ties or ear loops
* include multiple layers of fabric
* allow for breathing without restriction
* be able to be laundered and machine dried without
damage or change to shape
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Food Pantry Drive-Thru Keeps Things Moving
April 7, with an outpouring of help, Grace
Welcome Center Pantry
opened a drive through
option at our pantry.
This enabled us to
serve 100 families in
less than two hours. We
had help from Mike
Groh (Director of
Outreach for Hope),
Pastor Jim Lynch,
Pastor Kevin Beebe,
Vicar Dalton Ruggieri,
and two youths from
St. Mary's, Brogan and
Sean, along with so
many others. Thank
you all for your
support. It’s beautiful
watching our
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community come together in these hard times.

Readings for Second Sunday of Easter
Hymns from ELW:
#373, Christ the Lord Is Risen
Today
#361, The Day of Resurrection
#376, Thine Is the Glory
Acts 2:14a, 22-32
Peter, standing with the eleven,
raised his voice and addressed
[the crowd], “…You that are
Israelites, listen to what I have to
say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man
attested to you by God with
deeds of power, wonders, and
signs that God did through him
among you, as you yourselves
know—this man, handed over to
you according to the definite plan
and foreknowledge of God, you
crucified and killed by the hands
of those outside the law.
But God raised him up,
having freed him from death,
because it was impossible for him
to be held in its power. For David
says concerning him,
‘I saw the Lord always before
me,
for he is at my right hand so
that I will not be shaken;
therefore my heart was glad,
and my tongue rejoiced;
moreover my flesh will live
in hope.
For you will not abandon my
soul to Hades,
or let your Holy One
experience corruption.
You have made known to me
the ways of life;
you will make me full of
gladness with your presence.’
“Fellow Israelites, I may say
to you confidently of our ancestor
David that he both died and was
buried, and his tomb is with us to
this day. Since he was a prophet,
he knew that God had sworn with
an oath to him that he would put
one of his descendants on his
throne. Foreseeing this, David
spoke of the resurrection of the
Messiah, saying,

‘He was not abandoned to
Hades,
nor did his flesh experience
corruption.’
This Jesus God raised up,
and of that all of us are
witnesses.”
Psalm 16
1Protect me, O God, for I take
refuge in you;
I have said to the LORD, “You
are my LORD, my good above all
other.”
2All my delight is in the godly
that are in the land,
upon those who are noble
among the people.
3But those who run after other
gods
shall have their troubles
multiplied.
4I will not pour out drink
offerings to such gods,
never take their names upon
my lips.
5O LORD, you are my portion and
my cup;
it is you who uphold my lot.
6My boundaries enclose a
pleasant land;
indeed, I have a rich
inheritance.
7I will bless the LORD who gives
me counsel;
my heart teaches me night
after night.
8I have set the Lord always
before me;
because God is at my right
hand, I shall not be shaken.
9My heart, therefore, is glad, and
my spirit rejoices;
my body also shall rest in
hope.
10For you will not abandon me to
the grave,
nor let your holy one see the
pit.
11You will show me the path of
life;

in your presence there is
fullness of joy, and in your right
hand are pleasures forevermore.
1 Peter 1:3-9
Blessed be the God and Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ! By his
great mercy he has given us a
new birth into a living hope
through the resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead, and into an
inheritance that is imperishable,
undefiled, and unfading, kept in
heaven for you, who are being
protected by the power of God
through faith for a salvation
ready to be revealed in the last
time.
In this you rejoice, even if
now for a little while you have
had to suffer various trials, so
that the genuineness of your
faith—being more precious than
gold that, though perishable, is
tested by fire—may be found to
result in praise and glory and
honor when Jesus Christ is
revealed.
Although you have not seen
him, you love him; and even
though you do not see him now,
you believe in him and rejoice
with an indescribable and
glorious joy, for you are receiving
the outcome of your faith, the
salvation of your souls.
Gospel: John 20:19-31
When it was evening on that day,
the first day of the week, and the
doors of the house where the
disciples had met were locked for
fear of the Jews, Jesus came and
stood among them and said,
“Peace be with you.”
After he said this, he
showed them his hands and his
side. Then the disciples rejoiced
when they saw the Lord.
Jesus said to them again,
“Peace be with you. As the Father
has sent me, so I send you.”
When he had said this, he

breathed on them and said to
them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If
you forgive the sins of any, they
are forgiven them; if you retain
the sins of any, they are
retained.”
But Thomas (who was
called the Twin), one of the
twelve, was not with them when
Jesus came. So the other
disciples told him, “We have seen
the Lord.” But he said to them,
“Unless I see the mark of the
nails in his hands, and put my
finger in the mark of the nails
and my hand in his side, I will
not believe.”
A week later his disciples
were again in the house, and
Thomas was with them. Although
the doors were shut, Jesus came
and stood among them and said,
“Peace be with you.”

Then he said to Thomas,
“Put your finger here and see my
hands. Reach out your hand and
put it in my side. Do not doubt
but believe.”
Thomas answered him, “My
Lord and my God!”
Jesus said to him, “Have
you believed because you have
seen me? Blessed are those who
have not seen and yet have come
to believe.”
Now Jesus did many other
signs in the presence of his
disciples, which are not written
in this book. But these are
written so that you may come to
believe that Jesus is the Messiah,
the Son of God, and that through
believing you may have life in his
name.

In Our Prayers
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
*
•

Mary Andrews (Welcome Center volunteer
from St. Anthony's)
Lila Berge (Paul’s mother)
Jackie Brichacek (Nancy's sister-in-law)
Jean Boothe (Grace soup kitchen supervisor)
Hank Buehrens
Andrew Calvert
Pat Calvert
Barb Caputo
Holly Cummings
Eric Dangerfield
(Carolyn Reynold's
boyfriend)
Gregory Foster
Steve Gapko
Shirleen Gulick
Lorraine Hollingsworth
David Kramer
David Kristopeit
(Nancy's brother-inlaw)
Dorothy Keuffer
Ruth O’Hanlon
Carolyn Reynold's
children Eddie, Santino,
Lytosha

•
•
•
•
•
•

Cynthia Schwartz (Norma's daughter)
Marcia Swanson
Joyce Swift
Florence and Jacqueline Walker (Carolyn's
sisters)
Dottie Watts and Rollie Weiss
Kristi Weiss (Rollie's daughter).
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Pastor Barker’s Sermon on John 20:19-31
I will always remember
Sunday mornings growing up.
My mom always wanted to make
sure to arrive at church on time
and hated rushing to get there.
Truth be told, my brother and I
didn’t always make this easy for
her. There was no Sunday my
mom wanted to be on time for
more than on Easter Sunday-and my brother and I knew of all
the Sundays of the year this was
the morning we should try our
hardest. But, unfortunately, even
then we often let my mom down.
I imagine many of you can
relate to either being the family
member that causes the rest of
your family to be late or that you
had a sibling, or kids, or
grandkids that at least once or
twice were difficult on a Sunday
morning.
I was remembering these
moments this year as we enter an
Easter season that feels full of
chaos and truth be told,
disappointments. I loved hearing
the beautiful music on Easter
morning, but it was so strange
not to be gathered with our
whole congregation in person.
In many ways though, this
messy Easter we celebrated is
much more like the first Easter.
In John’s Gospel we read
about the evening of the first
Easter. But I want us to think
back to the beginning of John’s
Easter account. Mary Magdalene
comes to the tomb of Jesus, only
to find the stone removed and
she panicky assumes Jesus’s
body has been stolen. She finds
Peter and another disciple and
they race to see what has
happened--they see Jesus’s
burial wrappings, but don’t see
Jesus. We hear that one of them
“saw and believed” but the next
thing they do is head back to
their homes.

My friend Pastor Jim
pointed out this week at our
Bible study how this reaction
lacks any curiosity or
enthusiasm. “Jesus is raised, oh
well, time to head home.”
Then we see Mary. She is
convinced she is talking to the
gardener and finally realizes it is
Jesus. Again, this encounter is
marked by misunderstandings,
chaos, and confusion.
Then, we read this morning
after all of this, it is now evening

and the disciples are hunkered
down in fear in the upper room.
It’s striking they are not
spreading this amazing news that
Jesus is raised or celebrating.
No, in fear they are looked in a
room hidden away from the
world.
They meet the risen Jesus
and they start rejoicing. But it’s
still not a Hallmark moment—
where is Thomas? For whatever
reason, he’s not in the room with
them.
And I love what happens
when Thomas shows up again.
The other disciples are excited
but he throws cold water on them
with his skepticism. This first
Grace Notes
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Easter is not working out
perfectly.
A week later this gets
resolved with Jesus showing up
again and letting Thomas put his
hands in his wounds.
But in this whole chapter
we see doubt, confusion,
uncertainty, and people not on
the same page.
The ambiguity of the first
Easter is a great reminder for us
in this moment. Because of
sheltering at home and
coronoavirus our lives have
elements of confusion, doubt
and uncertainty.
John chapter 20 gives
us comfort that this is okay.
It’s okay to be confused
about what the resurrection
means. It’s okay to wonder
how we are seeing Jesus at
work. It’s okay if we aren’t
all on the same page.
This is comforting to
me to know that the first
celebrators of Easter went
through similar feelings to
what we are having now.
But there’s a second
piece of this. This passage
does call us to faith even in
the midst of ambiguity.
Jesus calls us to have faith
in what we cannot see and only
partially understand. We don’t
know what God is up to in this
moment. We don’t know what
the next weeks, months, or even
year hold for us.
And yet, even in the midst
of uncertainty, and confusion, we
can have faith that the tomb is
empty. Jesus is risen! Death and
sin defeated!
We can have faith in Jesus’s
resurrection even when we are
locked away in our own homes
for fear of Coronavirus.

Bishop Eaton’s Stewardship Message
Weeks may have passed since you last walked
in the doors of your congregation and worshiped,
face-to-face, with your community of faith. To be
sure, being the body of Christ looks and feels
differently than it ever has before.
Despite all of this, we are called to be church —
together. The ministry of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America (ELCA) looks different now, but
it has not stopped. Nor have the needs of our
communities and the world. Our church and its
leaders continue to minister to its members, to those
who are hurting and searching for peace, and to
those in need.
The congregations and ministries of this
church rely on your weekly offerings and gifts.
Without in-person worship services for many weeks
or even months, the financial impact could be
devastating.
Please continue to give to your congregation
and give regularly. Your congregation and its
leaders continue to minister to your community of
faith. This ministry relies on your weekly offerings.
Find out how you can continue your pledge or
regular offering though online giving, automatic
monthly giving or mail.
I know that, for many of us, this is a time of
uncertainty and financial hardship. However, for
those of you who are in a position to do more, the
needs are great.
In the United States, unemployment has
soared. We are already seeing rising demands on
our food pantries, homeless shelters and social
services. Around the world, millions of people
living in poverty are facing this pandemic without
reliable access to sanitation and health care.
With congregations and ministries across the
country, and a network of companion churches
and partners in over 70 countries around the
world, we anticipate this crisis will affect us all.
Your gifts to the ELCA’s COVID-19 Response Fund
will provide funds to the ministries of the ELCA

most in need and best positioned to help. This
includes our congregations as well as local and
churchwide ministries capable of reaching and
assisting those in need. If you are able, please help
with a gift today.
I have been reflecting on the words of Peter:
“Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God,
serve one another with whatever gift each of you has
received” (1 Peter 4:10). Now is a time when we need
one another. Now is a time to live and act as faithful
people of God.
Be of good courage, dear church, and
remember that Christ is with us now and always.
In Christ,
The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton
Presiding Bishop, Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America

Offerings and Income April 12, 2020
General offering
Benevolence
Maundy Thursday, Good Fri.
Easter
Welcome Center food pantry
Infant Moses ministry
Total
Budget for one week: $ 2,943.20

$ 1,308.00
$ 257.00
$ 205.00
$335.00
$ 10.00
$ 10.00
$ 2,125.00

Note: The amount Grace is asking from
Amistad Cristiana and Holy Assembly has been
reduced, since they, like Grace, are not congregating
in the space.
Please remember to mail in your offering
checks to Grace during this time. You can also
contribute electronically through the “Donations”
link at GraceKenosha.com.
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Grace Lutheran Church
2006 60th Street
Kenosha, Wisconsin 53140-3893

www.GraceKenosha.com
Worship services livestreamed at www.facebook.com/GraceElcaKenosha/
Pastor Jonathan Barker: jonathan.w.barker17@gmail.com 626-864-6404
Church office: graceoffice@wi.rr.com 262-654-9143
Office hours: 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Tuesday and Thursday

Synod Assembly Pushed Back to August
The Greater Milwaukee
Synod council met April 2 via
Zoom and voted to reschedule
the 2020 Synod Assembly to
August 14-15 at the
Italian Community
Center. The synod
council hopes that, by
this date, large
gatherings will again be
allowed, but of course
we will monitor the
situation as it develops.
All registrations
and payments that
have already been
received will be applied
to this new date.
Because of this date
change, the deadline
for submission of
nominations and
resolutions from
congregations and
clusters has also been

changed, to June 15, and
resolutions coming from the
synod council are due by July 17.
The council also set the

dates for our 2021 assembly,
Friday April 30-Saturday, May 1,
2021, also at the Italian
Community Center.

